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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON 235, D. C.
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My dear Gig:
When I came upon the enclosed news release

regarding the transfer of your agency to Commerce, it
reminded me of the imminence of your departure from
the Interior Department. It's too bad that the effort
to create a ten-year program for highways in the Territory
resulted in your having to leave the Interior family.

In my opinion, you and your staff have done
a wonderful job in spite of all the difficuities. It
has been a pleasure to work with you and Bill Niemi
during the past year, particularly during the times that
I have been in Alaska. I wish you the best of success
in your association with the Bureau of Public Roads and
the Department of Commerce. I am sure they feel fortunate
in inheriting a going concern such as yours.

I hope your transfer does not mean that we will lose
contact entirely. I hope to hear from you each time
you'rein Washington. Please give my very best regards
to Alice and your family.

Cordially,;idi?
OB!ce

. Garl'L. Junge
Special Assistant to
Assistant Secretary
Public Land Management

Mr. A.F. Ghiglione
Alaska Road Commission

© =
Juneau, Alaska

Encl.
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Joint Release: Departments of Interior and Commerce
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TRANSFER OF ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION FROM INTERIOR TO COMMERCE ANNOUNCED

Secretary of Commerce Sinclair Weeks and Secretary of the Interior Fred A.

Seaton jointly announced today the transfer, effective September 16, of the func-

tions, property, personnel, records, and funds of the Alaske Road Commission from

the Department of the Interior to the Department of Commerce. The Alaska Road

Commission has been an Interior Department planning and construction agency since ~

1932.

Authority for the transfer is contained in the Federal Aid Highway Act of

1956 which for the first time includes the Territory of Alaska.

The extension of the Federal Aid Highway Program to the Territory has been

advocated by the people of Alaska for some time in order to allow long-range

planning of the highway system instead of year-to-year programs resulting from

annual appropriations. This will contribute substantiallyto the further economic

development of Alaska,

Through the transfer, along with the authorization of an expanding road
program, the Department of Commerce will have available to it an organization that
has had a long and highly respected record of road~building in the Territory.

The Alaska Road Commission was created 51 years ago as an agency of the War
Department. Since its transfer to the Interior Department in 1932, the Commission
has added over 3,000 miles to the highway network, of which 1,000 miles are
improved and paved.

In addition it has carried out the statutory responsibility of maintaining
roads as well as of constructing and maintaining tramways, bridges, ferries, trails
and other works in Alaska. Over $165,000,000 has been expended by the Alaska Road
Commission since 1932. c 4 Lob art

\grres woken ge
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In effecting the transfer, Secretary Seaton said that the Department of the
Interior is extremely proud of the substantial contribution the Alaska Road
Commission has made to the economic and social development of the Territory of
Alaska.

Anticipating even greater achievements under the new program, Secretary Seaton
assured Secretary Weeks that the Department of Commerce may look forward to full
cooperation from all agencies of the Department of the Interior in Alaska to the
end that Alaska's further development will be advanced as rapidly as possible.

The new highway law entitles Alaska to share in Federal-aid primary, secondary,
and urban funds similar to Hawaii and Puerto Rico. It provides for use of Federal
funds for either construction or maintenance of Alaskan highways.

In recognition that a large part of the area of Alaska is not inhabited at
present, and much of it is not susceptible to the building of roads, the formula
for computation of Federal funds to be apportioned to Alaska is based in part on
only one-third of the area instead of the full area of Alaska.

The formula also provides that the Territorial government contribute to the
highway fund an amount equal to 10 percent of the amount apportioned each year
from the Federal Government. The net effect is that funds available for Alaskan
roads under Federal~aid will permit a roadbuilding program to be launched in
Alaska with sufficient continuity to permit long-range planning.

The headquarters of the Alaska Road Commission is located at Juneau, capital
of the Territory. Its present Director, A. F. Ghiglione, has served the Road
Commission for 25 years, 5 years of those being in his present position. District
offices are maintained at Anchorage, Valdez, Fairbanks and Nome, and a subdistrict
office at Haines. ,

Construction and maintenance camps and permanent depots are maintained at
approximately one hundred locations throughout the Territory. The peak construc~
tion season is now on in Alaska, with the Alaska Road Commission now employing
almost 1,100 personnel. These personnel, the functions, property, and records of
the Commission will be transferred effective September 16, 1956.

The Bureau of Public Roads of the Department of Commerce is recognized as the
principal road building agency of the Federal Government. Its district office in
Juneau, Alaska, is under the supervision of District Engineer C. F. Wyller, who
has served the Bureau of Public Roads for 30 years in connection with the Forest
Highway program in Alaska.

xX xXX

P.N. 2564 2
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Alaska Road Commission

Juneau, Alaska
PP Oe Box. 1961

Press Release: 5OTH ANNIVERSARY OF ALASKA ROAD COMMISSTON
(For release on or after January 27, 1955)

January 27, 1955 marks the 50th birthday of the Alaska Road
Commission. It was on that date in 1905 that the Congress created the
Board of Road Commissioners for Alaska to work under the direction of the
War Department. This Board, appointed by Secretary of War William H, Taft,
was charged with the responsibility for location, construction and mainten-
ance of wagon roads and trails in Alaska, Prior to that time Captain Ws Re
Abercrombie had located and constructed a military trail from Valdez to
Eagle in 1901, over which mail was carried twice a month with pack horses
in summer and dog teams in winter, In 190 the Seattle Office of the Army
Engineers completed a survey for a wagon road between the same points,
Valdez at that time being the northern terminus of the Seattle-~Valdez
military cable, and Eagle the principal port of entry into Alaska from
Canada and the Klondike gold fields.

The first Road Board consisted of Mejor Wilds P. Richardson, 9th
Infantry, lst Lieutenant George B, Pillsbury, Corps of Engineers, and 1st
Lieutenant Samuel C. Orchard, 3rd Infantry, and was directed to hold its
first meeting in Skagway on May 15, 1905, Major Richardson, being the
senior officer, became the first President of what has since been known as
the Alaska Read Commission, The first year's appropriation was $28,000,
made available by the Congress from the Alaska Fund derived from trade taxes
collected outside of incorporated towns, and from liquor licenses.

Some of the earliest projects included a road from Haines up the
Chilkat River to the large Indian villeges of the Chilkat Valley, road from
Fairbanks to the newly discovered gold camp on Pedro Creek, a tributary of
Gold Stream, and short roads at Nome where gold had been discovered at and
near the beaches, During this first year of the new Board, the overland
route from Valdez to Fairbanks was also scouted out, utilizing the first
section of the Valdez-Eagle trail between the coast and Gulkana, Based on
these first-year studies of the Board, a direct appropriation of $150,000
was made by the Congress for work in 1906, which permitted start of
construction of vhat is now known as the Richardson Highway, joining Valdez
with Fairbanks, and vhich for years was the only overland route into the
heart of Alaska,

The major effort until the late 1920's was directed toward
improvement of the Richardson Highway, and construction of mining roads in
the vicinity of Anchorage, Fairbanks and Nome, Then followed,in rapid
succession, the construction of the Steese Hishway from Fairbanks to Circle,
the Elliott Highway from Fairbanks to Livengood, the Gulkana-Nabesna Road,
and the road from Anchorage to Palmer to serve the colonization project
established in 1935 to farm the Matanuska Valley.
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The Glenn Highway, designed to connect Anchorage with the

Richardson Highway was started in the spring of 191 and punched through

during World War II, It was the following year that construction was

initiated on the Alcan Highway (now officially the Alaska Highway),

through Canada and Alaska to connect with the Richardson Highway at Delta
Junction as well as the Tok Cut~Off to connect the Gulkana~Nabesna Road at
Slana with the Alaska Highway at Tok Junction, Following Vorld War IT,
construction was initiated in 196 on the Sterling Highvay on the Kenai

Peninsula and also on the Taylor Highway, linking the Alaska Highway with

Eagle on the Yukon River,

In 198, at the request of the Armed Forces charged with the

defense of Alaska, an extensive program of improving and asphalt surfacing
of the main highway system was authorized by the Congress, and which
included the construction of the important link to join Seward with ©

Anchorage, This program, having an estimated cost of 9io8,50,000 is now

approximately 8 per cent complete with 812 miles of blacx top surfacing
in place to serve the needs of the military as well as to aid in the

development of the Territory.

The present system of highways in Alaska consists of a total
of 100 miles, of which 3791 miles are under the jurisdiction of the

Alaska Road Commission and the remaining 309 miles, located in Chugach and

Tongass National Forests, under control of the Bureau of Public Roads, the

road building agency for the U, Se Forest Service in Alaska, The major
inter-connected system joining the cities of Seward, Anchorace, Valdez,
Fairbanks and the villages of Kenai, Homer, Circle, Livengood and Chitina
with each other and the Alaska Highway, totals 1372 miles, The important
Copper River Highway, now under construction, will eventually link Cordova

with this primary systeme

The Alaska Road Commission continued under the jurisdiction of
the War Department until June 1932, when civilian personnel and operations
were transferred to the Department of the Interior with Mr. Ike P, Taylor
as Chief Engineer,

Active heads of the Alaska Road Commission, in order, included:

Major Wilds P, Richardson (later General) 1905 ~ 1917

Major William H, Waugh 1917 = 1920

Major John C, Gotwals 1920
Colonel James G. Steese (later General) 1920 = 1927

Major Malcolm Elliott 1927 ~ 1932

Mr, Ike Py Taylor (now retired) 1932 = 1918

Colonel John R. Noyes (Now Brigadier General 1918 - 1951
and Adjutant General of the Alaska
National Guard was loaned to the Alaska
Road Commission for three years by the
U. Sg Army to head up the extensive paving
program requested by the military.)

A» F. Ghiglione, incumbent Commissioner of
Roads for Alaska
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
JUNEAU, ALASKA

August 15, 1955

PRESS RELEASE

The increasing number of requests for new roads, together with

recently-enacted Territorial legislation, now producing additional revenue

for road construction and maintenance in the Territory, has prompted the

Alaska Road Commission to summarize the authority and responsibilities of

the three agencies involved in this work.

The Alaska Road Commission is a Federal agency, operating under

the Office of Territories in the Department of the Interior. The ARC eon-

structs and maintains the primary road system in Alaska outside the National

Forests, utilizing Federal funds appropriated by Congress, The ARC also

maintains the secondary and local road system with a combination of funds

appropriated by Congress and funds contributed by the Territory on approxi-

mately an S0-20 basis.

The Bureau of Public Reads is a Federal agency under the Depart-

ment of Commerce, and constructs and maintains the roads within the two

Vetional Forest areas in Alaska, the Tongass National Forest in the south-

eastern panhandle, and the Chugach National Forest in the Seward-Prince

‘Tilliam Sound area. Funds expended by this agency are, usually, Forest

Service money, though special appropriations have been made to the BPR for

specific projects,
The Territorial Highway Engineer, an elected official, and the

Territorial Board of Road Commissioners, consisting of one member from



each Judicial Division appointed by the Governor, administer Territorial

funds derived from the motor fuel tax law enacted by the Legislature.

These funds are either alloted to the Alaska Road Commission and Bureau

of Public Roads for construction and maintenance work on the secondary and

local road system, or are disbursed directly from the office of the Terri-

torial Highway Engineer in payment for work performed by private individuals

on negotiated contracts. The Territory owns no equipment and does no main-

tenance or construction work with its own forces,

The Federal construction funds available to the Alaska Road Com-

mission and the Bureauof Public Roads are appropriated by Congress for

specifie projects on the primary road system, are justified in the President's

Budget, and can be used only for those projects.

The construction of farm roads, access roads to industrial sites,

and the construction and improvement of feeder and local roads adjacent to

ucban areas is a Territorial responsibility and is financed by Territorial

funds, The Territorial Board of Road Commissioners reviews all requests

and petitions for such work, assigns the priorities and allocates all

funds, with construction, in most cases, performedby Alaska Road Commission

forces or contractors. Petitions and requests for construction of roads

of this type are initially handled by the Alaska Road Commission and may

be submitted to the nearest District Office of the Alaska Road Commission.

These offices are located at Anchorage, Valdez, Fairbanks, Nome and Haines,

with the Headquarters office at Juneau, The petitions are given a number,

the proposed road surveyed, and costs estimates prepared, The numbered

petitions and all pertinent cata are submitted to the Territorial Board of

Road Commissioners annually, in January, for review and determination of

the summer's construction program,



The Board, meeting as a whole, determines the allocation of

funds to be made to each Judicial Division, and the individual members

then debide on the specific projects on which work will be performed within

the Divisions they represent.

To briefly summarize the situation, the two Federal agencies,

the Alaska Road Commission and the Bureau of Public Roads, are responsible

for the primary road system inter-connecting the principal cities and con-

munities of the Territory. Federal funds construct and maintain this

system, and Budget requests for new construction are based on recommenda—

tions of the various communities, military authorities and other Federal

agencies concerned with the development of Alaska,

The Territory finances the construction and improvement of se~

condary, local and access roads, and all decisions as to what projects

will be constructed, the order of priority, and the funds available, are

made by the Territorial Board of Road Commissioners. The ARO and BPR

perform work on these roads only upon receipt of a formal authorization

from the office of the Territorial Highway Engineer,
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
INFORMATION SERVICE

Alaska Road Commission
Juneau Alaska, P.M.Gibson Rm. 64

ba Interior i

For Release to FM's, JULY 7, 1955

ROAD CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM FOR ALASKA ANNOUNCED

By deferring paving of the last unpaved stretch of the Alaska Highway, theAlaska Road Commission will be able to proceed with its full 1955-56 road programwith construction funds of $6, 300,000 voted by Congress, Secretary of the Interior
Douglas McKay announced today.

The program includes a start on the Fairbanks-Nenana Road and the first phaseof paving the Sterling Highway to the Kenai Peninsula.

Paving of the Alaska Highway adjacent to the Canadian Border was deferred lastyear and is again being deferred, Secretary McKay said, to make possible work onother projects which are believed by Department agencies in the Territory to bemore urgent.

The Department's request for an appropriation of $7,800,000 for its 1955-56road program in Alaska was reduced $1,500,000 by Congress,
The Fairbanks-Nenana Road has been given first priority by agencies of theTerritory. When completed, the 55-mile route will provide road access to agricul-tural areas along the Tanana River and serve the community of Nenana. The newappropriation makes available $500,000 to begin this road, estimated to cost atotal of $2,500,900.

The 120-mile Sterling Highway serves one of the principal farming areas ofAlaska. Since its completion, traffic has increased to approximately 1,000 carsper day, This growth has resulted from agricultural development and militaryactivities on the Kenai Peninsula. The first work on the surfacing will be doneadjacent to the town of Kenai where the present road is overtaxed by traffic,
The $6,300,000 in construction funds voted for fiscal year 1956 also includes$2,400,000 for paving approximately 75 miles of the Richardson Highway and$1,700,000 for construction of the Denali Highway. These funds will carry theDenali Highway project to 75 percent completion. Minor bridges, 36 miles of newgrade, and graveling will remain to be completed,

“ The road construction program also includes $300,000 for preparation of plans,#400, 200 for continued construction on the Taylor Highway, $200,000 for local farm
and industrial roads, and $800, 000 for reconstruction of various roads. Includedin the reconstruction items are projected work on the Steese Highway, the Dilling-~ham-Wood River Road; Fairbanks, Anchorage, and Homer lotal roads; and bridgeworktotalling $350,000,

The summer of 1955’ will be one of the heaviest construction seasons in thehistory of the Alaska Road Gommission. Projects totaling $17,015,529 are scheduledto be under contract, ,
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PRESS RELEASE
:

ae Res
POR RELEASE
SUBJECT: Festing

Recent posting of signs on Alaska highways by the Alaska Road Com

mission to indicate width of right-of-way has caused some concern among land

owners, and considerable conjecture and comment in the public press.

The action is not intended to disturb or question the prior legal

rights of entrymen, homesteaders, or other claimants sho’ roper ties parallel
|

the highways.

The signs are being installed to alert the public to the existence

of Public Laws, Land Orders and Departmental Orders cof the Interior Department

governing right-of-way widths for highways in public domain, or across lands

which have been acquired subsequent to the effective date of such Laws or Orders.

For the purpose of defining these widths, the highway system has been classified
into Through Roads, Feeder Roads and Local Roads with right-of-way widths of

300, 200, and 100 feet respectively, one-half of such width on each side of

the centerline of the road.

Posting will continue on all roads; but consideration will be given to

those land owners who are not subject to these recent land laws by plecing
the signs elsewhere, rather than adjacent to such excepted lands.

WINsles.

of Highways - Ragqht- of
- Wey Widths .

=~
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PRESS RELEASE

The Alaska Road Commission today released a statement which
explaines why right-of-way limit signs has been posted along certain
highways and roads in Alaska:

William J, Niemi, Gnier Engineer, said, "It is regrettable
that a certain amount of confusion has been caused by the action of
the Commission in posting right-of-way limit signs along some of the
highways in the interest of Alaska.

"This action," expjained Mr, Niemi,
"was not intended to

disturb or question the prior legal rights of Entrymen, Homesteaders
or other claimants whose

properties
parallel the highways.

"The Department of ‘the Interior has previously classified
the Alaska road system into Through, Feeder and Local Roads, and
has assigned a legal width to;these

’
classification which apply only

to Public Domain lands or lands subject to certain Public Laws,
Land Orders or Departmental

Orders.
"The Alaska Road Comission," coneluded Mr, Niemi, "plans

to post all Through, Feeder and, Local Roads as soon as possible in
order to comply with these Public Laws, Land Orders and Departmental
Orders,"
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF TERRITORIES

. Air Mail

Ret et he

R 3 gare

Mr. A, F, Ghiglione
Commissioner of Roads for Alaska
Alaska Road Commission
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Mr. Ghiglione:

Enclosed, for your information, is copy of a news release
on lands excluded from the Chugach National Forest, Should you

desire a map of the forest area listed above, I think it ean be obtained

from Frank Heintzleman,

SincerelyO9

« Flakne
Alaska Division

Enclosure
_

ry oN

Jos, T
Chief,

AFG iw)WY.

Om
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Whiting ~ Int. 3609
“4 OF Ti

DEPARTMENT OF The INVERIOR
Neng

xv

INFORMATION SERVICE

_ BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

For Release FM's, JANUARY 25, 1952
|

LANDS EXCLUDED FROM THE CHUGACH NATICNAL FOREST

Approximately 76,000 acres have been eliminated from the Chugach National
Forest by public land order, Secretary of the Interior Oscar L. Chapman announced
today.

The elimination of the lands from the national forest, Director Marion Clawson
of the Bureau of Land Management said is a cooperative effort by that Bureau and
the United States Forest Service to foster. settlement and developmentin favorablepets' areas along theAnchorage to Seward highway.

The lands extend for 19 miles along the north shore of Turnagain Arm on the
south flank of the Chugach Mountains from Alaska Railroad mileposts.71.t0..91,., The
newly completed Anchorage to Seward Highway maké$"the coastal lands of the area
readily accessible by automobile. The western boundary of the area is 24 miles
distance from Anchorage. :

:

The lands were examined by the Bureau of Land Management last summer to
determine their highest use suitabilities in order to provide for prompt and
orderly settlement and development upon elimination...Nearlyall the lands adapted

vo Settlement
and.

development ie on thelowerwooded terracesof Glacier Creek,) Bird Creek, aid Indian
Greek.”

In anticipation of considerable demand for home, cabin, and business sites,
_ Regional Administrator Lowell M. Puckett had 40 snall tracts surveyed along the
Crow Creek Road in the immediate vicinity of Girdwood in advance of the elimination.
These will shortly be mde available for lease and purchase under the Small Tract
Act. Additional tracts will be surveyed and classified for such purposes at Bird
and Indian as need arises, Lands between the highway and the railroad and Turnagain
Arm are for the most part reserved for a scenic strip, and certain areas are set
aside for public service sites.

A major portion of the remainder consists of rugged, unwooded mountainous
terrain rising abruptlv from the tidelands of Turnagain Arm to elevations up to
3,000 feet. These lands will be classified and restored at a later date.

_
Requests for further information concerning the elimination and the availa-

bility of the lands should be directed to the Manager, Land Office, Burem of Land
Management, Box 1740, Anchorage, Alaska.

XXX
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF TERRITORIES
Washington 25, 1.0.

Shae A ioe) Ping FAe fe thi cLione
Acting Commissioner

of Reads for Alaska
Taska toad Somnission
Juneau, Alaska

&

iy dear Mr. Ghiglione:

amnouncing the extension of the name "Glenn Highway" to the former

"ok Cutoff. You may wish to call this to the attention of interested

people.

Sincerely yours,
2 ek ome:

Enclosure

wii% ontLZ?

ne

dete 16.1951

CLYision
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ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
Juneau, Alaska

PRESS RELEASE - FOR RELEASE APRIL 20, 1951

SUBJECT: The Alaska Road Commission Program for 1951

The Alaska road program for 1951 is closely geared to the needs of

National Defense, This is required by the present national emergency. Recon-

struction and improvement of the main roads, together with their hard surfacing
ae
Va a.tin a "blacktop" surface, will continue to receive the major emphas

additional reconstruction and improvement, replacement of bridges, and elimination

of driving hazards will sccompany the work of herd surfacing, At the ssme time

the construction of the new Seward-Anchorage Highway along Turnagain Arm will be

pushed to completion, cnd this Highway, when finished, wili be
one

of the most

useful and beautiful rocds in Alas a, Work on other roads now uncer construction

wili be continued, but no new projects hive been authorized except those with

definite Netional Defense significence.
At the end of the 1950 construction scason the first 90 miles of the

Glenn Highwey extending eustward from Anchorege had been hard surfuced, The entire

remeining portion of the Glenn Highway to Mile 189 at Glennallen is now under con-

tract for completion by the end of the working setison of 1951, and, in addition,
the Richardson Highway is also under contract for hard surfecin

Mi

o« from Bie Timber,

at the junction with the Tok Cutoff, southwurd to the vicinity of Tonsine River,
« distunce of almost 50 miles, By the end of 1951 it will be practicable to drive

on & hard surfeced road from Anchorage over 200 miles in the direction of the

United States, by way of Tok, and over 225 milesin the direction of Valdez,

The first 37 miles of the Richardson Highway nearest to Valdez end the

first 45 miles of the Tok Cutoff (to be renrmed the Glenn Highway) will be under

reconstruction, preparatory to hard surfacing, during 1941.

~iL-

?’ @

ZAann,

aJ ¢
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It is planned tic the reconstruction of the rem..oing portions of the

Yok Cutoff will be pushed to completion during the 1951 season. For this purpose

heavy reconstruction involving relocation will be under way during the entire

season over this roud between Chistochina and Tok. It ig heped that the entire

Tok Cutoff will be on the new Location by the end of the season,

From Fairbenks, at the end of 1950, the hard surfacing was completed for

the first $5 miles of the Richardson Highway to Big Delta Junction. Rastword from

way 45 miles to the Johnson River is now uncer con-

treet and the next 65 miles from Johnson River to Tok is alrecdy hard surfaced.

on the A rh:

be vessibie to drive 205 miles

te

Upen the completion of the present contract it wil

on hard surfceed roads all the wey from Fairbanks to Tok, In uddition, a contract

has been let for of the Richardson Highway south-

ward from Big Delta Junction,including the road to the entrance of the Big Delta

Army Post.

The entire roud between Anchorage and Seward will be actively under con-

Tstruction or reconstruction by contract during the entire .scn, t is planned

that the new construction between Potter and Indian, not yet cpen, will be surfi-

ciently completed by the latter part cf the summer so that linited traffic my

then use the road between Anchorage and the Kenai Peninsula. By the end of the

gefuson it is expesated that the entire road from Anchcrage te Sewsrd will be open

and will be connected by meens of existingroxds with Kenai, Homer, Hope, and

th

Sunrise, It is proposed to let contracts for hurd surfacing the Seward~Anchorage

Kighwey as soon as the construction is completed,
.All of the work of herd surfacingof ronds in Alnske, ond the construc-

tion of the Sewerd-Anchorage Highway, is being performed cooperitively by the

Alaska Roud Comission and the Burenu of Public Reads, The Burotu furnishes tech-

nical advice and assistance, many contract plans and specificiutions, and, in

-~2-

the hord surfacing ef 12 miles ¢
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certain instances, supervision of connstruction so that the activities of the

Bureau and the Aluske
: Roaa Commission ere coordinated on this greut construction

work,

ring the summer of 1951 it is anticipated that the new road extending

from the Alaska Highwny at Tetlin Junction, near Tok, to Eagle, Alaska, and Dewson,

cr

Yukon Territory, will be completed in passable condition all the wey to Engle, It

is already passable cll the way to Dawson, This will open up much mining country

in the old Fortymile and Eagle mining districts, through direct comramicnvion py

An
nwroad with Anchorage and Feirbanks, as well as with Whitehorse end tag

Adventage is alreuty being taken of thi:

Alaska and Cunuda, ant it is corsiserei likeiy thas further mining dicvelopmens will

follow,

Work will be continuec upon the new road to connect Mt. McKinley National

Park with the main Alesks road systei. During the working seuson of 1951 effcrts

will be concentrcete’ on the western end in order to «ccomplish a connection by tne

end of the season between McKinleyPork, Cantwell,and eastward to the Susitna

River. On the oxstern end the roud will be completed frcm Puxson, on the

Richerdson Highwey, to about Mile 24 near the Tangle Lakes, thus opening this fine

hunting and fishing country to the motorist, Approximately SO miles of road

through virgin territery, including new bridges over the Nenanc, Susitn., end

McLaren Rivers, must be cuilt before the two ends will be connected--ut least two

season's work,

Funds have been requested for « new bridge ceros: ver at

Fairbenks, and it is hoped that this impurtent project can be commence during the

coming senson., The bridse, 30 fect wide, will connect the Richardson Highway on

the south by wiy of Noble Street und First Avenue with the Steese and Eiliott High-

ways on the north by way.cf Grechl. Secondary connections are plenned to include

~3-=

> to Eneell the way to Hag

hew Dp
b oO

na

s the Chena Ri
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@ new bridge across Noyes Slough connecting with the industrial area of Fairbanks
ised

end & connection with the University of Alugka by way of the present paved road.

This bridge and its connections will have important relations to the future growth

of the Fairbonks area,

In the vicinity of Anchorage further construction anc improvement of many

local roads will add tc the interconnection of the main highways. A paved road

will be constructed from the New International Airport to the Anchorage-Potter Road

using funds allocated by the Civil Aeronautics Administration, This project will

include an overpass above The Alaska Railroad, and with the paving of the anchors

Potter Road, will furnish en important new route into the city, by 1952, thus

relieving congesticn on RomigHill. Within the funds availeble «n extensive pro-

g7am of construction of loeal farm rosds will be continued in the general aress

of Fairbanks, the Matonuska Valley, Anchorage, Kenul, Homer, and Haines, These

roads ere constructed es appropriations permit in accordance with « pricrity list

revised annually.

All mein roids will be given the usual maintensnce and particular care

will be taken to see that the new pavement is protected during the spring breakup.

For this purpose reduced truck loads must be adhered to by thegeneral public
during the period when the frost is coming out of the ground und the road subgraces

are softened by the melting frost. Last year excellent results were obteined

through the ccoperation of the public and similer good results can be obtuined this

yeer by care and wi tchfulness on the part of «11 concerned, Summer maintenance

will consist of grading, griveling, und the repsir of damage, together with re-

painting of bridges snd their protection from flocd waters. Relocation of roads

will be mede in certain places to cvoid known summer flood conditions and other

hazerds,.

Winter maintenance of Thompson Pass by keeping it plowed and open

-~iA-
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1,throughout the year has successfully finished its second season. The methods

developed for fighting snow on this difficult summit have successfully proved

themselves adequate for average Alaskan conditions, The winter maintenance of the

other: main roads of Alaska assumes progressively greater prominence yeer by yeer.

Last winter school buses and mail carriers operated quite regularly with a minimum

of delay due to weather.

It is proposed to continue the usual maintenance cf the Nome road system,

These roéds include the Nome-Covneil Road which was completed in 1950, the Seward

Peninsule Trem Road, extending 80 miles northward from Nome, and its extension the

Bunker Hill-Taylor Road serving the miners of the Kougarok. Assistance is planned

during the coming sumaer to provide uceess to the operations of the United States

Tin Corporation et Lost River west of Nome, sn oporetion in which the United States

Bureau of Mines is interested, Locel rouds at Deering, Takotne, Dillingham,

tliemna, Talkeetna, Cvlorndo, Ferry, Ruby, Manley Hot Springs, Rampart, Wiseman,

and many other isolated localities will be given annuel maintenince, and, where

possible, improved, It is proposed to assist in the opening up of coal properties

in the upper Healy River Valley by means of a road extending up the Valley fron

the end cf the railroad spur.

Work in Mt. McKinley National Park using funds of the National Park Ser-
vice will continue the improvement of this rond and the bridges within the Park,

preparatory to its connection by way of Centwell with the main road system.

at Naknek, Kodiak, and Haines, roads will be built in some cases util-

izing funds of the Department of Netional Defense, in the construction of which

the Alaska Road Commission will participate as a consultant,

By the end of 1951, the third full season of the modernization program

commenced in the full of 1948 will have been completed, As will be seen from the

foregoing summury, the operations carried on during 1951 will be very extensive.

~ 5 ow
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With Congressional suppcert, it is unticip:ted that by the end of 1953 the main

modernization program will be completed, The further development of Alaska and its

future prosperity will require continuous road planning and will be dependent upon

future action by Congress on budget estimetes.
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111.0 ‘TAZLTA RIVER (22. 1015) Another clacier stream of undecided tompormont.
At the head of this river, Taglina leke hee been fermid by the jumetion of the
two amas of ¢ clecier blocking wo the valley. Im the wirtor of 1026 this lake broke
throush end the rising water and ise swept the bridges fer down the Copper river.
One of the evens now in the brides wes Teter found on a ber down stream and hauled
inte place for the structure. From the bridge we heave 4 splendid viow of the
Veongell Range with Mt, Breer (71. 18,008) in the foreground.

115,06 STipsouts (21, 2190). Loented in the midet of geod moose country. At the
ton of the grade just north of Simpson's we here a bird's eye view of the Ceppor
end Taslins river Valleys, with the Afferent ranges in the belkgrounds

118.0 This is the only coimt on the trail between Valdez ond Pairbenks fron which
Mt, UeKinley may be seons On a very lear dey ita towering peak is visible to the
viorthursg't»

GULKANA (SL. 1885). Lecated on the Sullwna River, one of the fow elear
water gbrooms which paqs it. Uere we mar onjoy @ aim, o» porchumes we mey erogs the
viver and imeoeet the Indien Villseea., Gallena is an cuititing point for trappers
ond presnectors and is gohsidered the starling point of the Aberoombie trail. An
axegllent roedhouss is mintained here for mela or lodgings

131.0 ABUROROMBTY TRAYL (83, 1640) Used in former devs os the rowte to eagle
and forty mile cowxtry. This breil is now being rapidly developed into a rasd
to serve the vast mineralized seetion ying north of tha Vreneeli Eenes.

TRE RICHARDBGN BICHWAY

ikies Seon Valdez.

14000 POPLAR GROVE (£1, 1605). A deserted readnouse of deys gone by nosr which
we ceteh clionses of the Galena Jiwor far below use

159.0 SOURDOUGH vo;DHOUS ("1, 1670), Here we may indulge in aomo of the bost
Grayling fishing along the treil. GSxeelient meals and lading may be had here. The
steve now used in this roadhouse was brough in by sled from feirbenks in the early
days, ond finelly cost, delivered, five mmdred dolisrs, The road passas thru
rently relling country south of Sourdough util the feethibis of the Alaskn
Senge are reached.

166,0 HOGAN'S HILL (cL. 2460) Fron here we may get on unsurvessed view of the
surrounding mountain renees, The Wrengell “ence Lies to the east, to the weet we
have e vast lake region, hom of moose end mumberous fur bearine animals. Thruows
this roglon, blusberrios, low bush cranberries ond wild raasberries srov in crestprofs dons

185.0 HASGAR) THLIGR&IH SyaTioy (23, 8870) Mew used by the Alecke Zood Commission.

175.0 POTSRs Toacious= (21, 2727) In the foothills of the Alaske Hence, Good

191.0 PAXSO? Lak: (S12, 2509) twelve miles lore and femous for lake trout, sreylingwhiterish ond lynn Gedy A nosbing place for meny weber fowl, The Gulkens River
flows inte the lake from the north end eerrics eff the surplus water to ths south

191,0 PAXGOH Longe (21, 2607) Recently remodeled and enlarged, this imnis now
aquipasd to take care of shows Mfty tourists and the Tishine, brbines om4 aaone my
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im the moar vicinity ara . cumranteo of e wary plessant o..9e If you should tske
the bims to bike down to thes Gulkens River, helf mile distant, 1b is vory
probable that you will run eeross a beer fesding om aglmon in ona or the many
sgeill streams omptying inte the river at this nolnt.

196.00 FIST (Sl. 3280) Which teolly lives uo to ite noms, contains an

gimost unlimited supcky of trout ond sraylings

126.5 SUMUIT LAKT (21, 5280) One of the most pleturesque sights on the treil,
It too, toome with Sish, ond slgo offers exesLlont haxting fer wild fowl. ‘The read
follows the edee of the loke for five milosy betweon Mile 196 ond Gum Cresk,

201,0 GUN GREK (S13, 8280) When light conditionssre Psevorable, the view from
hers to tho northeast is indeseribebles Nowhere in tha world exe to bo sem
mnourteing vainted with such superb combinebions of seft colorincs.

201,5 suMeTT ctactse (51, 3241) This is the dividing point betwaon the Tukon
and the Cooper Miver wetershads, the water from Sommit Glacier sometimes flowing
down Gm Oreck inte Sumit leke end thenes dowm to the Copper Miver inte the “orth
Pacific Geaen, or ogein into the Delta Riwer, thence down to the Tenane Sivar, snd
fineilly vie the Yukon inte “ering Sees

208.0 ISABSLLA pass (21, 8530) The hichest polmt on the Hoherdsen Highway.

206.5 NSLTA sIVsR (51. s080)

2ca,0 wtcanLor (2, 2920) Formerly a Signel Corps Stebtion, bub now abandoned.
A bell which hes saved memy a life my be seen sbove the station, On the river
pank is the deserted resdhouse whore thie bell was originoliy pleced. Along the
dine of stokes still vieible on the bere of the river, wes stretched a wire,
one ond of which was festensd to the bell, During the winter, when the roadhouss
wes semotimes compictely covered by dvifts, the gnio blowing down the velloy

. Beot the hell ringing continuously, thus suldine the oxheugted masher to sheltors

212.0 TAINBOY NomrAIN (22, 2700) Numberous slides, each with a different
coloring, give this mourtain the appearence of a huge rainbows ‘This is ona of the
most besutiful sights in Alaska.

214.0 GLORY BOLS (81, 2400) Mey be soon after a Miftem minate climb end a
thirty minwbe walk up the treil to the sest. From the odge of the basin, we see
e besutifal loke nestling hundreds ef fect belew we, and should the caribou be
vumning at this tine, we ascertain to seo somrbless numbers of roving enimilas

214.0 to 235.0 Setweon Flory Hole and Rapids the road erosees mony turbulent
elector streams, passing. over some on bridges, end fording others. The glaciers
ears quite close to the roed. SOndlesa rouble is sncourtered in maintaining the
brideve eregsinegs over these streams, due to the sombimuous shifting of the
channsls and the fliwhinese of the Plew, They often chenge over night from tame,
avy ereoks to reging torrents 10 te 12 feet deep, Two intersasting vhenemenes
to be sean in this streteh are, Pirst, the Fort Hele of Castner Glecier, = most
impressive aight after s spell of warm weether; second, the four bridges south of
Nevids Neadhouss, which instead ef being over streems at the bottoms of valleys,
ava sebuelly om tha tess of the hills. “ho has ever bofere heerd of elimbing hills
to set to bridges?

B53,0 NAPIOS “OATHS (51, 2159) The hunter's vara hse of Huis section of the
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sbaidenid telegranh station and -artly oeousied log cebing, was bom with the
finding of gold on henderfaot eresk and suelloreske near by, sud is till
ecoupied by a few old timers who live in hepes of still finding good
“ony dirts” little of the originel tom remeins due t the revages of the river, it has
baen twiee Foresd to morose From this soins e branch tail leads to Seamer Creok, 211
of which still produces « small cuentity of nlacer cold.

2.0 TOMASDVON Boawsogs® (1g 8750) The largest reedhouss on the treil, with
aceamodetions for seventy poopie. From ite windows aue eses beatufil somorane of
the Alagke Zanes with its snow capped pasks, chief among which is “t. Deboreh (3412, 450),

20 Gasorm: ouod. (81, 500) So named because marek the gpot where on eecount of
the steep grade it used to be necessary, im coming from Fairbanks to refill the
sas tenk of your “Uedel TI." Gasoline Creek will now have to be shifted father southe

GARYON ceew (8. 40) A amell stroem flowing through « tiny, nerroyr volley; the
hills risine urecinitoushy a either sides

BTSCH TAS «O91, £10) A laree lake, lyine in a setting of low, rolling hills
sovers4 with aunll timber, with the general Pletmess of its irregular shore line
being broken by shorn oromonterios of agesold, ysllew granite. The leke affords
o wonerful sumace eamping gwounds for the eltigens of “eirbenks and othors in
near by country, The shallow weter near ths shore bseams comfortably for
swinrdwr, end s gente] slopning bettan provides a pleasant playground for chilérens

wy WA, (21, 720) Hers we may see one of the mommy fox forme sentiered throughout
Alesia, encazed in rasining silver, blue, white and leek fox os well as mink ond
Chinchilla vrebbits. Very peed mesis ove also served herd.

tY is
fron the werkdaes:
worlds

ge 83Uys) EF nm 2 ~ eres wre -SORE “ood view of Tanena VYellov.
: athena

301.0 RYcHARDSON (81, 800) Bemed in hener of Senoral Milde Ps Reherdsoig
first Vresident of the Aleste Road Coumission. This amell town with ane store,
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Miles from
Fei rbaices

gooings ‘Tho ssettered fields of wheat and other grains through which wa pasa for about
‘vo miles ivo @ promise of “ubure agricultural development of this section, for
aithourh tho ssesen is short, the long hours of sun Light force verky maturity and little
difficulty is experienesd in oredueing s Pine arene

7
2,2 aNenmern ory COL, 87O)Prom here to Hile 17, the read passes noer numborous

niles of rocks which hevs been holebed by early-dey risera fran depths un to Lb Mt.

10,5 GoLttpiae (0, 780) Millime of dellexa in placer cold have been taken from
this nerrow Velloya

19.7 vox (81, 800) We erogs the nerrow sauge Chatenika “ranch of tho Aleske Opilroad
which was constructe during the boom days to give the mamborous egld cemms aoeass bo

Peed eb arivle

.G2SOS Ss

ise8 atuyez: (21, 1000) Borth of this ol¢ camp the rond lesas up Pedro Greck, whers

sold wag first discovered in the Fairbanks Districts The imorobable story af its
discovery ia teld by ane ef the three diseoverar's who eloims te heave been hunting
with his two partners some fertysodd miles te ths north of Poedeo Gresk whers they
brourh tow a seose cerrying an onormeus nugget { new adorning the weteh chein of
the narrater), solidly wedged in the cleft of ons of its feort hoofs, They imasdi-
ctely wkarted to back trace the moose and oventeully eens to the pisces whers the track
no longer showed thea ismrint of the widespread hoof holding the vrocious murrete
Ab this point (Pedre Cresk) vresyectin wes comm meed end gold was readily discovered.

20.2 OUMUTTT Bon~soues (32, 2300) Seeellomwt mools my be hed hero et amy hour,
while seneins te au orehestre ig somtimes afforded guests during the sumer, Un a

elesr dey, an inspiring view vay bo had of the Tanane Yalley, the snoweepped Alaske
“ance forming a tleatinet backgroud, Uwarfing its compnions, Mt. Mebinley, 20,809 fest
somimatos the geena elthe it is 180 mile mwoy.

269) LCARY GTTY (81, 2000) This wee once o large ond notorious tow, supporting 17
saloons in ite orins. Bow thors ere only @ fow tumbled dows shecks loft.

27,8 CHATATIEA, tomysit: (03, 1000) Hors we pass oe of the sermsnent camps of ths
leres commeny which is dredging the gre-ol upon which the old town rosted.

20,1 cuavattea (21, 550} Tris old wining town is the terminus of the narrow gauge
branch of the Alnake Usilread, I+ is well worth teking the tino te watch ths huge
apydeo et work. It Pleats on water thet hss bean Brought from fifty miles wo the
Chetanike “iver, end is opereted by sleetricity consrated in Feirbenke from Als. coal.

oo

33,9 The siphon which we exess hora ig seid te be the longest of its size in the work‘.

io

BieS CHATSTEA SEve (21, €80)

ai.0 LINgo?s soadaocves (41, 020) The treveler eats here entid surroundings reminiscent
of Jeyss

°S4,0 GASSTAT co.ptons: (SL. Is00) Fer bonesth us, on the oppasite bank Sf the
Chetenike is this restheuss, whees proprietor rows avress to regeive his cuestse

"¢,.2 Paps ozsse (42, 1480) Tale rosdhouse is en importent step om tha tinter sled
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Stéede Tivhwer (eontim. .)
&reute. Hearty is the junction of the threo eranke which formthe Chetenika Aver

fale ew 1
Seed Ag Ba pom thy a Bey Pm eee ta ee PEand Sash olor Shi Se She Aerke * Rhea ctohier Te Lae

ot least50,000 strange
|comotines ase ‘over ‘this gunn‘suring who

¢

ehme! nigret!OB
89.5 RMDYS Roantots: (31, 2456) This is « lergs ond comfortsble reedhouse
losstod about midwey between ‘eivbanks and Circle Sliy.
4e0 USWE row (Sl, 2100) The north branch of Twetve Pde Crazy

O8eO SAIL SORETT (81, 3866) Thies berren summit is the hichest voints on the road
between Valdes and Cirele Citys
2Do,0 ‘AL: summare {82, $880) This beren summit is the hishest point on the
voo) between Valdes and Cinede Citys
TES. NWTLLSn nove dowerioy ($1. 2300) To reachMiller House one musttake
s short réa< for o distenee of about one helf wile. Telephones commmicetion
is to bo hed hers with Girele City, “Bier Touss was onea the aenter of a
thriving group of hydraulic outfits, seme of which are still mmmi « at a good nrovit.

117.2 HAmOOE chee CSL, 1920) Thies emack takes its name from the meny snoeimons
of mammoth ivery which hove bsen found in its srevel.s
129.0 CURTRAL TUSS ([l, 1820) Comfortable accomodations are provided for
trevelors by the goniel presrietor whe siso mme a store for oulfittine trapvers
end miners, Ono should het fail te visit the Civele Uet Springs, lying nine miles
to the Southeast, where resaonabie accomodations may ba sceured. ‘The feod served
is elmost exclusively Alasken Orown, It is here thet the prespector comes to
rocuperstie aPber many yours of herd work, for the haclthful provertis of this
wetor oro wildly imewn. Kxeellent fishine end huoting are to bo hed in the
vicinity.
148,83 PTSo Gace (2k, 916} The nrozrieter of this rendhouse raises most of his
on vipetebles, &o serve te the traveler whostone Lor monis.s

101.9 ere we obtain an exesllens view of the mishty Yoken, four miles overs

L62.3 CIMGLE GIIY (31, 900) This is the romaine of whet was once 6 #nriving cite
From 1°94 bo 1804 14 was the ember of s Flourishing group of pleas: mines, ond mosh
of the freight and peasongers in the ys of '68 pagsed chrough

here on the way to and
from lawson, Nome and Ssirbenks,. The cltywes named Cirels City because its Pounders
Uolievad that they wore within tho Arebie Uirelo, Agtuslly tho eity is 56 miles south
of the Cipelo,
dn summer river beets mm am rogular schsdule trom Circle, tne

pee un the
river te Vhitcherss, the torminus of the “hite Pass end Yokon Sailread, md the Jou
rivor to Nonana, on ths Tsnene Miver, the terminus of tho Alegia Bai Lroo 4,de

THY TUDIAR
EGauIYS OF THO BAUS OF A MRD ALABEA SEY IRD

TAKONA "pba Siva”
KiwTYNa "Lon: wey to heed lake"; "river with bi- heaa™
SULEAMA "Seyvy tooth for crooked) river”
MALTUA ""Creoked river shat earcte@ ths Stel
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