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AIR MAIL

——————

#aj. WHslter W. Hodge, Executive Officer

18th Engineers (Combat) 0 0

Vancouver Barracks, Wash, ~ gfiy
FS TR

March 19, 1942

Bear Halier:

I am glad %o hear that you expect to be coming to Alaska soon
and hope that I will have aw epporbunity to see you on your way thru.

I am sending yon nerewith two of the last edition of our wall
map of Alagka. These are being forwerded airmail as due to the very irregular
boat gervice it iz belleved doubiful that they would reasch you for soms time
if geni by regular mail.

I zm also snclosing with thiz letter prints of ocur gectlonal
mapg showing the Uppsr Tanans snd the Habesna territory. :

We do not have any recent maps showling ihe ares between Whitshorse
and the boundary. He do have an 0lé map of ihis porition of the Yukon Territory
and in case you ecan nob £ind anything betier I am also forwarding ons copy of

hat.
’ } )3/125 1]

I am enclosing a cogy of Stewarils report of his fégénnaissanae
from Big Deliaz to the boundary last sumwer. Thiz is undonbledly the reporid ‘
that you saw az it was furnlshed to the International Highway Commission members..
The map to rhich he refars in the report is not available as the only copy we !
had wag given to Mr. Higgs and was to have been reproduced by the Commission. ¢

&

I onderstand that the U, 8. Osologicul Ourvey is now getbing out
8 mep showing the mogt recent information on the Upper Tanapa area compliled from
asrial photographs taken aboul iwo years ago. It is suggested that you might
write to the Survey in Washinglon and get copies of sll thelr topographic maps
govering the zreas in which wyou are indsrested.

You probably slready know that we are working on a road to connesct
the Anchorage-Palmer road sysienm with the Richardson Highway at a point just
north of the Taglina River. This road is a little less than one-hall completed
and it is ocur plan to have 1t open for trawvel by October this year.

I hope that these maps will be of some use te you.
Hith best regurds

Yours very traly,

Iks P. Taylor

Chief Engineer
Encls. :
IPPs18
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Headquarters Bighteenth ingineers (U)
Vancouver Barracks, Washington
March 14, 1S4z

Mr., Ike P, Taylor
Alaska Hoad Commission
Junesu, Alaska

Dear Ilke:

I have jus® received word thet I will probably arrive in
Aleska, with the Regiment of wnich I am Xxecutive Otfficer, in the
near fubture, in connection with road work on the new international
highwey, It will be nice to renew acquaintances and see my old
friends, and I shall lock forward to seeing you if the boat stops at
Junean, : ‘

In order thaet we may make some definite plans concerning the
work, I would aporecizte it if you could send me two wall maps
of Aleska, which the Road Commission used to publish, A&s I remember,
eacn mep consisted of two sections, I am particularly enxious %o
obtain meps between Whitehorse and Anchorage, and Whitenorse and
Fairbanks, and any information vhich you have on road reconnalssanc es
between these points,

I remember seeing & copy of & report of an zerial reconnaissance
mzde by Stewart, of the Falrbanks district, in which he glves some
excellient informaiion on an aerial reconnaissance he made in the

vicinity of the head waters of the Tanana river.
3

I believe that we will save considerable road building if we
tie into the Gulkena, Chistochins, Slena, Vabesna road at the Wabesna
mine, wahere I believe the road terminates,

With best wishes to you and all my olé friends up there in

Alaglka, I am

Respectfully pours,

2

WALTER W, HODGE, L
Me.jor, 18th Engineers (Combat) ’
Executive Officer,

T

WE/ hik
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ADDRESS REPLY TO
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
-JUNEAU, ALASKA

April 1, 1940

In order to conveniently answer the many inquiries we receive con-
-ecerning the possibility of travel by vehicle from Continental United States
tc Alaska, and concerning travel in Alaska, this circular has been prepared.

There is at presént no hizhway connection between the States and
the Territory of Alaska. It is now possible, to travel by automobile from
the States only as far north as Hazleton, British Columbia, The construction
of a highway from some point in the States to Fairbanks, Alaska, has been
suggested for years but thus far nothing definite in this respect has been
accomplished. Act of Congress apwroved May 15, 1930, provided for a Commission
to cooperate with representatives c¢f Canada for a study regarding such a
project. Their work was completed and. their report filed May 1, 1933. Possibly
a copy of this report may be obtained from the Superintendent of Documents,
Washington, D. C., price 25 cents. Requisition for this should refer to
Department of State Conference series 14, Publication # L7,

Act of Congress aporoved May 31, 193%8 provided for a similar
Commission to renew conversation with Canadian representatives concerning the
project. The United States and Canadian members of the Joint Commission have
met but no report has as yet been published. e are informed that their work
has not been completed, : : : )

There is a highway extending from tidewater at Valdez, Alaska to
Fairbanks, thence to Circle, on the Yukon River, 533 miles. This road, with
local roads in the vicinity of Fairbanks, provides a connected system of
approximately 1,000 miles, There is also a connected system of roads in the
vicinity of Anchorsge, about 275 miles. The two systems sre connected by
rail only. Other roads in tiae Territory are purely local,

Concerning maps of the Territory, the enclcsed leaflet will describe
fully 211 maps the Commission has for distribution.
Yours truly

ATASKA ROAD COMMISSION
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TR - #2 9/8/38
{3) The average anrual maintensnes is aboub $450 per mile.

. (4} Blevation of the summit thru the Coast Renge, 2300 feet, and
thru the Alasks Renge 3310 feet. '

per

{5) Passes zre open for traffic on an aversge of four months

{#) snnual snowfall on the Cosst Hange is about 1D feet and on the
Alaska Hange about 5 fest.

("7} For the pssbt Tive yeers am average of 1300 cars have traveled
betwsen terninl on the Highway.

{2) Cost of gasoline: At Veldes retails et about 20¢, st Fairbanks
35¢. Ths average cosb et points along the road would probebly be about 452,
because of the cost of truck haul, the cost st Felrbenks being based on rail-
road haul In btank-car lots. The average cogt of oil wmould probably be sboud
AD¢ & guart.

{9) Thers are nine rosdhouses between Veldez and Fairbanks,

Both of the mounialn pagses on this road are sbove timberiine and
during the winter months sre subjected to slmost coniinucus winds., For this
reason it would probably be lmpraciicable to maintain the road 28 an azll-yvear
road. Even tho ample emmipment were avellable for removing the snow, it is
my opinion that the couis would close so nuickly afitsr the pmsssges of the snow
plow that it would require almost continuous plowing to allow any iraffic to
pags. 4&lso, the sxpense of winber maintensnes would be oubt of a1l proporiion
to the benefitocerived.

hope that the sbove will give you the inforwmation you desire.

b
o

Chiel Inginser

IPT:I%
Fne. Annual revort f.y. 1937
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