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seevenerdories

Haj. Welter W. Hodge, Executive Officer
14th Engineers (Combat) .
Vancouver Barracks, Wash.

March 19, 1942

i
m
oe

t

Dear Falter: {

Tam glad to hear thet you cxpect te bo coming to Alaska soon
and hope that I will have au epportumity to see you on your way thera.

I an sending you herewith tuo of the last edition of our wall
map of Alaska. These are being forwarded airmail as due to the very irregular
boat gervies it is believed doubiful that they would reach you for soma time
if sent by regular weil.

I am algo enclosing with this letter orints of our sectional
maps showlng the Upper Tanana ami the Uabegna torriiery.

We do nol have any recent m.ps showing the area between Whitehorse
and the boundary, He do have an o14 mos of this sortion of the Yukon Territory
and in case you can not Pind anything betier I am also forwarding one copy of
that. Jafp7se#f

I am enclosing a copy of Stevartis ceport of bis fSconnaissance
from Big Delta te the boundary list swauer. Thie is undoubtedly the report ;that you @aw as it was furnished to tho International Uighway Commission members.
The map to which he refavs in the repors is not available as the only copy we |

had was given to Mr. Higes ond was te hive been reproduced by the Commission. ‘
i

io understand that vhe U, o. (solozicel Survey is now getting out
& map showing the most recent Information on the Upver Tanana area compiled from
aerial photographs taken about tro yaars ago. Tt is suggested that you might
write to the Survey in Washington and ,:st copies of ull their topographic maps
vovering the eress in which you ure imlercsted.

You probably olready knoy that we ave working on a road to connect
the Anchorage-~Palmer roa system with une tichardsan Highway at a point just
north of the Tashina River. This read is a little Jess than one-half completed
and 1} is our plan to nave it open for srouvel by Newkor this year.

I hepe thal these waps will be of some use te you.

Bite best regards

Yours very truly,

ike P. Taylor
Chief Engineer

Encls.
EPEsTe
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Headquarters Bighteenta ungineers (UC)
Vancouver Barracks, Washington
March 14, 1942

Mr, Ike P, Yaylor
Alaska Eoad Commission
Juneeu, Alaska

Dear Te:
I have just received word that I wiil probably arrive in

Alaska, with the Regiment of waich I am Uxecutive Officer, in the
near future, in connection with road work on the new international
highnwey, It will be nice to renew acquaintences and see my old
friends, and I shall look forward to seeing you if the boat stonos at
Juneau,

’

In order that we may make some definite plans concerning the
work, I would aporeciate it if you could send me two wall maps
of Aleska, which the Road Commission used to publish, As IT remember,
each map consisted of two sections, I am particularly anxious to
obtain mens between Whitehorse and Anchorage, and Whitehorse and
Heirbenks, and any inform@tion which you have on road reconnalssanc es

between these points,

I remember seeing 2 copy of a report of an aerial reconnaissance
mede by Stewart, of the Fairbanks district, in which he gives some

excellent informetion on an aerial reconnaissance he made in the
vicinity of the head waters of the Tanana river.a

I believe that we will save considerable road building if we

tie into the Gulkana, Chistochina, Slena, Nabesna road at the Nabesna
mine, wnere I believe the road terminates,

With best wishes to you and all my old friends wo there in
Alasza, I en

Respectfully yours,@

; f

WALTER W, HODGE,
Mejor, 18th Engineers (Combat)

Executive Officer,

Wye/hik
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ADDRESS REPLY TO
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
. JUNEAU, ALASKA

April 1, 1940

In order to conveniently answer the many inquiries we receive con-

cerning the possibility cof travel by vehicle from Continental United States

tc Alaska, and concerning travel in Alaska, this circular has been prepared.

there is at present no highway connection between the States and
the Territory of Alaska. It is now possibleto travel by automobile from
the States only as far north as Hazleton, British Columoia, The construction
of a highway from some point in the States to Fairbanks, Alaska, has been
suggested for years but thus far nothing definite in this respect has been
accomplished, Act of Congress apvroved May 15, 1930, provided for a Commission
to cooperate with representatives cf Canada for a study regarding such a
project. Their work was completed and. their report filed May 1, 1933. Possibly
a copy of this report may be obtained from the Superintendent of Documents,
Washington, D. ©., price 25 cents. Requisition for this should refer to
Lepartinent of State Conference series 14, Publication # 474,

Act of Congress aporoved May 31,.1938 provided for a similar
Commission to renew conversation with Canadian representatives concerning the
project. The United States and Canadian members of the Joint Commission have
met but no report has as yet beén pudlished. We are informed that their work
has not been completed. : .

There is a highway extending from tidewater at Valdez, Alaska to
Fairbanks, thence to Circle, on the Yukon River, 533 miles. This road, with
local roads in the vicinity of Fairbanks, provides a connected system of
approximately 1,000 miles. There is.also.a connected system of roads in the
vicinity of Anchorage, about 275 miles. The two systems are connected by
rail only: Other roads in tne Territory are purely local.

Concerning maps of the Territory, the enclcsed leaflet will describe
fully all maps the Commission has for distribution,

Yours truly
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
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(3) The average annual maintenance is about $450 ver mile.

; (4) Elevation of the summit thru the Coast Range, 2300 feet, and
thro the Alaska Renge 3310 feet.

per(5) Passes ere spen for treffie on an average of four montha
GE

(6) Annual snowfall on the Coast Henge is about 10 feet and on the
Alaska Range about 5 feet.

(7) For the csat five years an average of 1300 cars have traveled
between termini on the Highway.

(8) Cost of gasoline: At Valdes retails at about 20¢, at Fairbanks
35%, The average cost et points along the road would probably be about 45¢,
because of the cost of truck haul, the cest at Feirbenks being based on rail~
road haul in tenk—-car lots. The average cost of oil would probably be ebout
408 @ quart.

{9) There are nine rosdhouses between Valdez and Fairbanks,

Both of the mountain passes on this road are above timberline and
during the winter months are subjected to almost continuous winds. For this
reason it would probably be impracticable te maintain tae road as an ali-vear
road. Even tho ample equipment were available for removing the snow, it is
my opinion that the euts would close so quickly after the passage of the snow
plow that it would vequire almost continuous plowing to allow any traffie te
pases. Also, the expense of winter maintenance would be out of all proportion
to the benefitecerived.

hope that the sbove will give yeu tae information you desire.

he ve
t

Tke favior
Chief Engineer

LPTi1s
Enc. Annual revort f.y. 1937
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