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ADDRESS REPLY TO
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
JUNEAU, ALASKA

October 16, 1940 o
Mr. Tke P. Taylor, Chief Engineer
Alaska Road Commission

Juneau, Alasks

Dear Sir:

Following is a report of recomnaissance of the route from the
Richardson Highway to Palmer:

1 - Purpose of Trip: To secure a first-hand knowledge of the
general conditions along the route in contemplation of a detsiled survey
for a proposed road to connect the Anchorage and Fairbanks road systems.

2 - Method of Procedure: First, with R. J. Shepard and Ben
Woods by chartered plane, flew from Gakona airfield to Anchorage and return
in one day (/3 hours in the air), teking in two different sections of country
most of the way; two, with Ben Woods on foot September 5 to 17 inclusive,
taking notes enroute.

3 -~ Passable Routes Considered:

(2) From Copper Center in practically a direct line to
outlet of Tazlina Leke approximately following the old railroad survey,
thence along Tazlina Lake for 6 miles, across Mendeltna Creek, up Mendeltna
Creek for 6 miles, thence west by southwest, to Tahneta Pass, thence more
or less follewing the Nelchina Trail to Chickaloon, thence following the
abandoned railroad grade, except where washed out, to a point 4 miles east
of Sutton, thence over a route from 2 ito 3 miles north of the Alaska Railroad
Branch passing within 1 mile of Eska and thru Jonesville and Premier to
connect with the Falk Road and/or the end of the Moose Creek Road.

(b) From a point on the Richardson Highway between Mile
111 and Dry Creek approximately due west to the Tolsona, thence west southwest
along foothills (with alternate route along Tazlina Lake), to connect with
"(2)" where it leaves Mendelina Creek Valley and from there the same as "(a)".

4 - Route followed on Fooi Reconnaissance (see map): The winter
trail from the signpost at Mile 111 on the Richardson Highway, southwest and
northwest to Moose Creek, about due west to Mile 8-3/8 thence, leaving trail,
south 5/8 mile to rim of Tazlina River, thence ll% miles up Tazlina River
bottom, thence west northwest 1-1/8 miles to Tolsona Creek bottom thence
west northwest to Creek flowing into Tazlina Lake, southwest 5 miles to point
on Tazlina Lake 13 miles west of outlet of Tazlina Lake along edge of lake:
to Mendeltna Creek, up left limit of Mendeltna for 2% miles, west northwest
for 1 mile to rim of Nelchina River up Nelchina River bottom % mile then
along railroad survey, % to 2 miles north of river rim, for approximately
13 miles, thence west southwest 5 miles crossing "Pass Creek" 2 miles from
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its mouth, up right limit of Pass Creek 7 miles and along line from % 5 1o
% miles south of it, thence southwest in direction of Leila Lske for 3
miles, thence passing left of Leile Leke to the first A.R.C. shelter cabin
on the Matanuska watershed about 2'1 miles southwest of Leila Lake. From
this cabin we followed the Nelehlna Trail (see map) to Chickaloon (total
distance from Highway 116~) and from Chickaloon the old railroad grade ex-
cept for 42 miles washed out to Sutton taking the train to Anchorage.

5 — Deseripbion of route followed with reasons for or against
proposed locabion-alone route:

Mile O (r.h.) to Mile 1 - Rim Moose Creek.
Runs southwest--good ground.

WMile 1 to Mile 22, along rim and into bottom Moose Creek.
Good ground except for 500 feet--direction northwest.

The trail turns at right angles after hitting the

rim of Moose Creek and, tho satlsLactory ground condi-
tions were found over thls 2 miles, much unnecessary
distance is made.

Line should begin at some point between the sign on
the highway and Dry Creek, hitting Moose Creek at the
trail crossing or north of the trail crossing.

A couple hundred feet north of the trail crossing

is a draw with gravel benches coming into Moose Creek
on left 1limit and which it might be expedient to
follow down.

There is good gravel in Moose Creek bottom; 36-foot
span required, -

Mile 23 to 2-7/8 (foot of hill, right limit Moose Greek)
Good ground, partly gravel on surface.

Mile 2-7/8-Hile 3 (rim on right limit)
Sof't ground on shady slope.

Mile 3-Mile 4-1/8 (edge of swamp)
Good gravel benches, with gravel showing on surface
in places. This strip of good ground, as seen from
the air, runs south southwest for several miles and
would be crossed from most any point north of where
we crossed it.

Mile 4-1/8 to 5-1/8 (end of swampy ground)
This mile follows along edge of and in swampy strip
running northeast and southwest. Apparently un-
avoidable tho might be slightly higher to the south.
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Proposed route would be at leasn 1 mile north of here
in unknown country.

5-1/8 to 5-7/8 (beginning more swamp). This 2 mile

goes up over and along flat ridge with gravel exposed

in places—--timber up to 14 inches—trail is crooked, changig
direction from southwest to northwest.

5-7/8 to 62 (on shore small lake). This 7/8 mile is
fair winter trail, follows along swamp for 1/8 mile
then crosses 2 lakes but timbered ground back from lake
is good. Spot of old moraines exposes wash up to 8"
on lake shore.

63 to 8% (point on winter trail where we abandoned
horses and turned left to river bank). This l~ miles
is all swampy ground with scattering scrud spruce,
deep moss and open, grassy swamps. Bad ground,

8% to 8-3/8 (river rim). Tho we walked 5/8 of a mile
?rom trail to river rim the estimated dlstancp west was
1/8 of a mile. Ground was bad.

8-3/8 to 19-5/8 (point where left river). We struck

the river at one of the very few points where there had
been no recent movement of the clay banks. The banks
were overgrown with poplar, spruce and willows as are
all the lower benches of the river which have not been
disturbed.

In traveling this 113 miles, we walked the bencles,the
beach and the edge of clay banks. There are many
sections where good, heavily timbered gravel benches
were followed, but some of these benches were covered
with wet clay and small spreading streams colored with
clay, all coming from elay bank from 500 to 3000 fest
back. In the 113 miles we followed on the very edge of
4 clay banks totaling over l1 miles in length whlcn were
cut from the waters edge to the rim, in elevation from
200 to 250 feet. The fifth clay bank was under cub so
badly we were forced to c¢limb to the rim.

These clasy banks are all similar to the bank at Mile
77, Richardson Highway, and bescause of them no location
in the river bottom can be considered.

The 200-foot bank was cut in three places by small
creeks in the 11% miles.

19-5/8 to 20-3/8 (left limit rim Tolsona Creek). This
2 mile was all bad, from the rim of the Tazlina %o
the rim of the Tolsona; humps, hollows, scrub spruce,
deep moss, small ponds.
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20-3/8 to 202 (Tolsona Creek bottom). The clay banks
of the Tolsona, which stream we struck approximately
1% miles from its mouth, are 150 feet high and are
g8liding as were the Tazlina banks. The 3/ mile
indicated here was down the sloping bank (up to 450),
working up stream. The lower bench of the Tolsona is

gravel.
Tolsona Creek at this point would require a 100° span.

202 to 22 (begins good ground). After climbing the
150-foot bank on the right limit we traveled west by
northwest (away from Tazlina River) in an attempt to
locate better ground. Nonme of this 13 miles was really
bad, having been burned over, but before reaching Mile
22 we found higher ground with occasional spots of
gravel. Passed left of lake % mile diameter.

22 to 23% (on winter trail). General direction folloed
was west and west southwest, thru timber, burned and
green spots intermittently. Gravel moraine at Mile
23-1/8. Of the 1} miles, more than half was good ground.
passed small lake on the right.

23% to 263 (No. 4 cabin on winter trail). This section
is in lake country with lakes separated by flat ridges
and occasional narrow streaks of swamp. West end of
section in timber up to 24%". fifty per cent of this 23
miles is good. This section followed winter trail.

26% to 293 (right limit smell creek flowing into Tazlina
Lake). The winter trail from 263 turns left to swamp
leaving the big timber and hills which are on the right.
We were unable to follow the trail because of this, nor
did we see the trail again unbil reaching Tazlina Lake.
This 3 mile section, with high good ground plainly
visible within £ to 1 mile on the right, was 75% very .
bad, swampy ground, mostly timbered. Passed two small
lakes and one lske s mile long.

29% to 344 (point on shore Tazlina Lake, 1% miles west
of outlet). General direction was southwest with idea
of reaching Tazlina Leke. Passed thru dead and green
spruce, one lake, across two small creeks, narrow swampy
drains, one spot of gravel on surface 1/8 mile long at
302, Oround falling away to Tazlina Leke. Streaks of
old burns grown to thick willows 1" to 4" diameter.

Four of the 5% miles, good ground.

Mile 34% to 4L (point, 1 mile west of Mendelina Creek, 2%

miles from its mouth on winter trail). This entire
distance we followed a good trail, 4Ax miles being along
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the lake shore aboubt 100 feet from waters edge where

we crossed ana recrossed the old railread survey many
times, andv24 miles up right limit of Mendeltna Creek,
The railroad survey leaves the lake shore approximately
1 mile before reaching the mouth of Mendelitna and
crosses the stream higher up. Of this 6~ miles at
least 5 miles are good hard ground wzth gravel on or
very near the surface.

We waded the Mendeltna 350 feet from where it empties

- into the lake. A 150-fool span would be reguired at

Mile

this point, but no doubt a narrower ersssing could be
found upstream whers natural location of road would
be. Mendelitna has 12-foot good washed gravel banks
here; the stream was 75 feet wide. A 500 to 800-foot
fill would be required on the right 1imit of Mendeltns

Creek.

Altho probably 10 miles of easy construction would be
secured by leaving the general direction at Cache Creek
and rumning soubh, southwest to Tazlina Lake, along the
lake shore and thenece north,. nerthwest up Mendeltna
Creek 6 miles, this is not recommen&ed for the reason
that it would lengthen the route 43 miles and because
it is believed that as a whole fair ground can bhe
secured most of the way by continuing the general
westerly direction to the point 6 miles up Mendeltna
Creek. Tho the map shows that such a line would pass
thru a lake country it is known the lakes are deep

set and the general slope of the country is 3 per cent,
assuring good drainage.

41 to Hile 48% (Cache Creek). Route followed in this
7% mlles was up the Mendeltna Valley 1/2 mile, then
west 2 % mile to rim of main Nelchina River, %+ mile up
bars of Nelchina River, then climbed 100 feelt clay bank
out of river bottom, 3/8 mile north to old railroad
pack trall, along pack trail, which is located from

0 to 2 5 mlle from rim of Nelchina, for 2 miles where

at Mile 45“ we hit railroad stakes aoain which we fol-

lowed for 3% miles to Mile L8%.

Of this 75 miles, 13 is considered good and 6% bad
ground. It is all in scrub green and burned spruce
except for short spols heavy timbsr on the rim of the
Nelehina.

Tho theres were some good spots of ground along the

rim of the Nelchina, dus to a couple of deep gubts, the
rim cannot be followed with a loeation. After
striking the railroad stakes the ground became worse,
with about a 2-mile streteh of hump and hollow couutry
where the humps were as much as 5 feelt above the
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hollows, showing that the ground had thawed to such
an extent that the moss had actually slipped off the
humps and into the hollows. The exposed earth was clay.

The reoad location should be north of the railroad
location from 1 to 2 miles. No gravel seen in this
section except on the bars of the Nelchina and in one
deep cut gub at Hile 45-1/8.

The creek at 485 requires a 30-foot span.

Mile 48% to 54-5/8 (right limit of Little Nelchins).
Followed railrosd stakes entire distance, 6-3/8 miles.
Of the total, 5-3/8 is bad groundand 1 mile good.

This country is similar to previous 7% miles, but
probably as a whole a little better ground. There are
humps, hollows, niggerheads, swamps and many small
swanpy creeks coming from hillside. The fault with
this section is that it follows from O to % mile from
the foot of a slope where good ground is svailable.

It is estimated that & road could be .located in good
material for at least 5% miles of this 6-3/8 miles,
within 1 mile $o the right of the railroad location
except for the section 1l mile east of Little Nelchina.
Such a location would provide gravel within 13 miles of
any point.

The railroad has a good crossing on the Little Nelchina
but o get a good road location before reaching stream

the crossing would be approximately 2 miles up strean.
The railroad crossing takes the stream in two benches run-
ning up stream along the first bench and jumping the
stream from the lower 25-foot bench. Good gravel in

the lower bench. Were the strsam crossed here with a
roed a 100-foot spen with 12%foot approaches each end would
take care of it. Piling aveilable for falsework.

Mile 54-5/8 to 56-3/8 (point Where we left railroad survey).
Of this 12 miles, the first + mile is good, the balance
bad, consisting of humps, hollows, swamps and drains,
serub spruce. Road location would be 2 miles north on
higher ground.

Mile 56-3/8 to 60-3/8 (crossing of "Pass" Creek). At Wile
56-3/8 we left the railroad stakes to head for a cabin
on "Pass Creek", which incidentally we never found.

The railroad location turns right at 56-3/8 in order to
skirt the head of the small creek shown on the map
between the Little Nelchina and "Pass Creek".
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At Mile 56-3/8 the ground becomes broken with very
low hills, old glacier moraines, small lakes and spots
of swampy ground between.

The general direction followed from 5643/8 was toward
the pass which could be seen from that point.

Of the 4 miles, 2% is good ground, 1% is bad. Moraines
with exposed gravel seen in two places.

Crossed one creek which shows evidences of heavy
glaciering—-22-foot span required.

Some of this area hag been burned over; down timber
up to 14%.

Hit "Pass Creek" about 1% miles from its mouth; thick
green spruce up to 24". 60-foot span required here,
if road at this location.

60-3/8 to 661 (point + mile from "Pass" Creek on right
limit). Character of country changes again after
crossing "Pass"Creek at Mile 60-3/8. After following
a comparatively flat burn for a mile thru fairly good
ground, we started climbing the nose of the flat ridge.

The next mile was good hard ground, rocky in spots, which
took ug to flatter ground.

From this point we worked back and forth, from the top
of the flat ground to points down the slope toward "Pass!
Creek. It was found that the flat ground, tho it had
occasional hard spots, was generally bad because of
water holes up to 10 feet in diameter. The slope was
batter, but covered with very deep moss.

Of this 5-7/8 miles, 2-7/8& miles ars considered good,
53 miles bad.

The last 3/8 mile of this section we purposely walked
down the slope of the hill toward "Pass" Creek to see
what the bottom wes like. We found the creek bobttom
full of beaver dams and the flat side slope adjacent to
the creek covered with moss 3 feet deep on ground that
was undoubtedly frozen. In addition the slope was cub
with occasional small guts. Across "Pass" Creek + mile
from this point we could see good ground and hills
covered with poplar and willows rising gradually from
the creek bed. The railroad location in this section
is on the left 1limit of Pass Creek and evidently in
good ground.
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We were now so far advanced toward the Pass that it
was too late to cross the creek and take advantage
of this good greound.

66% to Mile 68% (on shore 5 mile "half moon" lake).
We left the low slopes of Pass Creek drainage and
climbed back up the moss covered slope to the flat
summitb.

Of this 2 miles, 13 considered bad on account of deep
moss, sump holes, swampy ground.

A total of = mile of good ground broken into many
sections is about all there is. Two miles covered with
seattered stunted spruce with bubtts up to 12%.

68% to 713 (A. R. O. shelter cabin). From 68z, looking
west, it appeared that the drainage from the lake went
to the Matanuska River. If it does, it reaches there
by way of Sguaw Creek through Leila Lake. OContrary to
the map the drainage does not drain southwest out of
Leila Leke to the headwaters of the Matanuska but flows
northeast inbo the lake and probably flows north out of
Leila Lake to Squaw Creek. .

Of the 3% miles, 7/8 is good; 2-3/8 bad.

Went around left side of Leila Lake and after crossing
drain to the lake hit flat slope of hill and winter
trail from Matanuska drainege. This slope is heavily
timbered and wet but there is higher and drier ground
farther up the hill. This point is the slope of Sheep
Mountain. After traveling the winter trail for 7/8 of
a mile, we struck the Nelchina miners foot Trall coming
in on the right and another 1/8 mile took us to the
first A.R.C. shelter cabin on the Matanuska watershed.

Road loeation should be about 4 miles north of Leila
Lake, because of higher ground.

Gravel available farther up hill at various points in
ile 70%-713.

713 to 84 (Caribou Creek via trail). This 12% miles
is all along the sunny slopes of Sheep Mountain. Host
of the distance has been burned ever, leaving only
buekbush, willows or small poplars.

Gravel or slide rock for surfacing can be secured at
any point on the road within a mile haul.
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Slopes vary from 10° to 45°.

A11 nmeterial is either gravel or slide rock or a
mixbure of one or the other with a clay-like soil.

The location would follow the general route of the
trail, tho never on it for any distance . One
gannot go lower on account of the creeks developing
Anto deep cubs nor higher on account of running into
spots of solid rock.

Country is a series of rock and gravel wash fans
from mountain making ideal road meterial.

At least 5 miles (the 5 easiest miles) could be
constructed for $5,000 per mile, being all straight,
sidehill dozer work.

Crossed 8 small creeks requiring bridges from 12 to
30 feet., In addition to which there is:

Goat Gulch (or Jackass Creek). The railrosd survey
crosses this creeck on a 250-foot deck truss, 170 feet
above the creek. The trail employs a 10 to 25 per cent
grade into and out of it. This gulch is so steep

and narrow that it is entirely impracticable to drop

into it and climb out with a road location. The '
suggestion is to cross it higher up, install a long,

large culvert and f£ill it; either this or a steel trestle.

A so~-Caribou Creek. Except for its last 1% miles be-
fore emptying to the Mabtanuska River this stream is

in a canyon. The brail crossing is at a ford one mile
below the mouth of the canyon whers & tram is located
for use in high water. There is no trail cut out
either to or from the tram.

The stream valley at the ford is a half mile wide and

a 150-foot span bridge here without spproaches would
handle the water; however, at least 1500 feet of heavy
dike would be required. Furthermore, it is doubtful

if, on account of grades, a location could reach or

get away from a bridge at this point. The logical crossing
is at or near the tram at the mouth of the canyon where
no dikes would be reguired and where sufficient distance
is allowed to develop grade. It is quite likely that
some rock work will be encountered on the grades getting
to this cerossing. This crossing was not actually seen
but, in comparison with the length of the tram is
estimated at 225 feet.

As shown on the map, an alternate crossing two miles
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above the one recommended should be investigated. I%
is believed however that this will prove impracticable
on account of rock work and the deep cut of the creek.

84 to Mile 94 (Hicks Creek). Reference is made to
Map XI a of House Document 610, 64th Congress, showing
railroad location.

Tho our reconnaissance naturally followed the trail
in this section, a road location would parallel the
railroad location except as follows:

(2) The railroad crosses Caribou Creek 395 feet
above the creek bed on a 910-foot bridge, enabling it
to keep back against the foot of the high hills. A
road location would cross Caribou Creek at an elevation
sufficient only to allow safe clearance and would turn
downstream, crossing the saddle shown on map somewhere
in the vicinity of the trail, from where it would head
back northwest boward the railroad location.

(b) The railroad location in order to get into
Pinochle Creek {locally Hud Creek) on account of grades
is obliged to do considerable winding. Tho the road
location would follow the general railreoad route in
this vieinibty, the distance with an sallowable 7 per
cent grade would be considerably reduced .

Most of this 10 miles is bulldogzer work in
slide rock or gravel..

Some rock will be encountered getting out of Caribou
Oreek and aboubt 500 feet near the mouth of Pinochle Creek.

Hicks Creek roars out of a canyon, and, like Caribou
Creek, is generally forded theo there is a tram at the
mouth of the canyon. The tram, however, is out of
commission on account of inundation of one tower. The
stream can be crossed either at the canyon mouth or at
any point within 3/8 mile below the canyon, a 100-foot
span with 18-foot approach each end will suffice.
Dikes required if lower crossing accepted; it would
shorten distance. Some difficulty will be experienced
in securing foundations as piles cannot be driven on
account of heavy wash.

9% to Mile 117 (Chickaloon Crossing). Reference is
made to U. S. Geological Survey map 6024, 1931, upon
which has been dotted two alternate routes; most of
the upper one follows the trail which was our route

of travel while the lower one was spotted from the air.
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Upper Route., It will be noted that after crossing
Hicks Creek, the trail climbs aboubt 450 feet in 3/8 of
a mile. From observation on the ground, it is believed
that a location up Hicks Creek from any crossing of
that stream between the canyon mouth and Matanuska River,

. is out of the picture on-account of the precipitous

walls of Hicks Creek Canyon. If it could be done, it
would be the logical route to follow out of Hicks

The alternative is to start climbing downsiream
shortly after crossing Hicks Creek and from there up
the left limit of Pack Saddle Gulch, catching the trail
a mile or less beyond that stream. This route has not
been seen; the location in this vieinity may result in
a choice of two evils. A%t any rate rock work will be
encountered.

Once the trail on Anthracite Ridge was reached
(at an estimated distance of 13 miles from Hicks Creek
crossing), a road location is fairly simple to Boulder
Creek, a distance of 10 miles.

The country is rolling and general location of
trail is just above the many narrow canyons formed by
the creeks. The trail climbs to a maximum elevation
of 2900 feet.

In the 10 miles to Boulder Creek, 12 creek cross-
ings requiring 16 to 22 spans are encountered. A road
location would mnot follow the pack trail but would be
close to it all the way. Material consists of clay
and slide rock, with sand and sandstone formation in places.
‘A surprising amount of heavy spruce and cobionwood
timber up to 24% was evident.

Gravel or slide rock for surfacing can be secured
with a maximum haul of 1 mile.

On getting into Boulder Creek there are two trails,
one runs northwest to the timbered flat of Boulder Creek,
the other cuts across the point as shown on the map.

-This cuboff would mske poor rosd location. It is on

the shady side of a hill, is wet and shows evidence
of gliding. Once the valley floor is reached there is
e half mile of good gravel bottom,

At the end of this 3 mile the trail climbs to the
benches above Boulder Creek and keeps up for 4 or 5
miles, while the creek is forming a deep canyon below.
In this distance there is at least a mile of soft ground
covered with moss 2 to 3 feet deep. As good drainage

AT A A srnaoer & I .| S P ISR 3 I 2 S S T
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8ll right after stripping. Most of this distance has
no timber. There are 5 creek crossings requiring 12
to 22-foot spans.

In getting to a lower elevation at the end of
this stretch, the trail has been graded out of slough-
ings of a precipitous hard formation running at right
angles to Boulder Creek on a grade up to 15 or 20 per
cent and it is doubtful if a 7 per cent grade on &
road location could be used here, at least not without
encountering some rock work.

From this point to Chickaloon it is about 5 miles,
the trail for a mile being on the brink of Boulder Canyon
which is 600 feet deep. The +timber is thick, heavy
spruce and birch all the way to Chickaloon.

On account of grades it is doubtful if the trail
at the 5-mile point from Chickaloon can be reached on
a maximum 7%, a8 there are places where it would neces-
sarily be less. The trail c¢limbs 1,650 feet from the
mouth of the Chickaloon River to the precipitous back-
bone mentioned in second paragraph above, of which 1,450
feet is made in 3% miles.

It is impossible to ford the Chickaloon River at
any stage and since Chickaloon is on the right limit
of the river without a tram crossing, in getting into
the place from the east, the trail climbs the 200-foot
ridge extending out into the bend of the river (see
map), follows along the left rim of the river where one
can look down on Chickaloon on the other side, and finally
drops off the ridge at the upper railroad bridge. One
then walks 2 mile up the railrocad grade to Chickeleoon,
all of which is very exasperating to a tired musher.

A road location, headed for the railroad grade, on

this upper route would not climb over the ridge but would

come down the left limit of the Chickaloon River at

an average elevation of 10 feet above high water, tying
into the railroad grade at a point just below the upper
railroad bridge. In doing this, T mile of rock work
would have to be taken, bubt not all solid rock. From
there it is about 5/8 of a mile to the lower railroad
bridge which would be used as a road cressing.

This bridge is a 120-foot span with a short ap-
proach on one end. The span rests on concrete piers
set on solid rock.

This marks the end of this section, which it is
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to be noted is 23 miles from Hicks Creek tho it is
less than 16 miles between the two points in a straight

line. .

Attention is drawn to a 6-mile alternate to
part of this section which cuts off the right-angled
bend into Boulder Creek. This merely a line drawnin to
£it the contours. Whether or not it would be feasible
would have to be decided by reconnaissance; it certainly
should be investigated if this upper roubte is chosen.

Lower Route (see Map 6024).

From Hicks Creek 4o Winding Creek; about 4 miles,
this route would be identical with the Upper Route,

From Winding Creek to Purinton Creek, the directicn
is due west along the slope of Anthracite Ridge. The
next seven miles would follow what is evidently an ancient
channel of the Matanuska River. This section was viewed
from the air in contemplation of road construction and
is believed to be feasible in spite of the fact that it
is located in places at the foot of 500-foot cliffs.

The last 33 miles are down the ridge toward the
mouth of the Chickaloon River.

On this route undoubtedly Cascade Creek and es-
peciglly Purinton Creek will be cubt deeper than on the
Upper Route, but if the balance of the route is found
practicable this would be no objection.

It is possible some selid rock would have ¢ be
taken in getting off the high bench starting at a point
1 mile east of Chickaloon River. In this connection,
as remembered the lower railroad bridge could not be
used on this road location as a crossing from the left
to the right limit because the left limit end of the
bridge is so close to the bluff that there is no room
for the turn. However, it is believed a crossing of
not to exceed 150 feet can be secured below the rail-
rozd bridge--the railroad survey report from the east
shows a 100-foot crossing. .

This lowsr roube should be given first considera-
tion for the reason it would be at least 3 miles shorter,
its high point would be 400 feet below the high point of
the upper route and there would be much less 7% mexi~
mun grade.
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Mile 117 to 1313 (point on railrosd grade (Mile 21.5) where

Mile

road location would leave railroad roadbed.) This

section follows the old Alaska Railrcad grade from

which the rails have been remeoved, exceplt where the
grade is washed out.

As shown on Map 602A there are four places where the
grade has been washed out, the fotal washouts requir-
ing about 42 miles new location. :

These 4% miles are in two sections, about equally
divided for distance. The sidehill to get up to the
0ld tote road above these washouts can be easily ne-
gotiated. The location of the tote road is generally
good and at least two miles of it could be used and has
a definite value. One of the other two washouts would
require protection from the Matanuska River for 150
feet while the other can be avoided by dozing ihto the
hillside, as it is not in such a precarious location.

The remaining 92 miles of old railrocad bed could be
used as is for a road and could easily and cheaply be
put into shepe as a first-class road.

The railroad bridge over King's River consists of

200 feet of approach trestle and three 60-foot spans,
21l wood. The 100 feet of approzch trestle on the
west end is washed out, otherwise the bridge could be
used as is after planking. Any new bridge constructed
for a road now or later, would be above the railread
bridge and with about 400 feet of dike could be crossed
with one 150-foot span. All other railrocad bridges on
this section are satisfactory.

131% to 145% (end existing Moose Creek Road). The
reconnaissance followed on down the railroad grade to
Sutton where we took the train to Anchorage.

Our attention was called to Granite Creek; this stream
is small compared with King, Chickalocn and Caribou
but it heads far back in the mountains, is on a steep
grade and the lower 1% miles sre building up a fan,
causing it to shift back and forth. It appears that
this stream is apt to be a constant source of trouble
unless crossed where it is naturally confined just
below the canyon 13 miles upstréeam from the railroad
bridge consisting of three 60-foot spans and 200 feeb
of approach.

Except for making use of the abandoned railroad grade,
there is no particular reason for going into Sultton
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anyhow.

See Map 602A upon which a projection has been laid, -
taking off the rallroad grade about 12 miles east
of Granite Creek making for Granite Creek canyon
mouth as a control point, thence west to the forks
of the Jonesville and Eska branch railroads, thence
west southwest to Premier and from there to the end
of the existing Moose Creek Road. Nothing is known
of' the sctual conditions along the route of this
projection.

The road is placed on this location with the view of
giving an everyday oublet to people alt Eska, Janesville
and Premier and to gerve land not served by the rail-
road. There apparently is no object in following the
railroad thru Hoose Creek to comnect with the road.

The estimate_bf 80-foot spans for Granite, Eska and
Moose Creeks is merely a guess.

Attention is drawn to the fact that if the proposed

road is also connected with the end of the Falk road,
requiring an additional 42 miles, the direct coal haul
4o the mining district of Willow Creek would be reduced °
by 10 miles as against hauling via the MMoose Creek
Road. This, too, would open new land. Should this
pilece also be built the total mileage of the proposed
construction is 150.

Review of Proposed Locstion:

Working east from existing roads, the matlter of approximate loca-
tion to connect with the railroad grafie beyond Sutton is something which can
be decided without survey, as from a cost standpoint there probebly would be
little difference within the limited north and scuth distence of 2 to 3 miles.

From the old railroad grade to the mouth of the Chickaloon River,
the location seems pretty well fixed by the existing construction of 10 miles
which could be turned into a geod road for not to exceed $1500 a mile and by
the 5 miles of comparatively easy construction to avoid that part of the old
railroad grade which has been washed ouk.

From Chickaloon to a point approximately 6 miles up the right
1imit of Mendeltna Creek, the location, aside from control points which are
now fixed as a result of airplane and foot recommaissences, would be determined
by the location engineer from a standpoint of economy within the controlling
factors of grades and alignment given him.

From the above mentioned point on Hendeltnza Creek to the Richard-
son Highway two routes are available. Perts of the one to the north of the
Tazlina River have been seen either by plane or on foot. The one to south

T oA maduae mve A mamamadkeT e s men L aiaca A2 e L T e Sand
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It appears offhand that, without further investigation, the route
north of the Tazlina River should be adopted, for the following reasons: .

(1) It is probably more importent to connect Anchorage with
Fairbanks in the shortest distance than it is to connect Anchorage with
Valdez in the shortest possible distance. A comparison of these distances
is as follows:

Distance to Falirbanks: Distance te Vsldeg
Horth Seuth Korth South
Route : Route Route : Route

20 06 se [es eoe
ae

Moose Creek Road to Highway ceees 145 s 151 145 ¢ 151
Highway to Fairbanks ccesecsceces 256 ¢ 269 115 s 102
401 ¢ 420 260 253

In other words the north route would be 19 miles shorter to Fair-
banks than the south route, while at the same time it would be only 7 miles
farther to Valdez.

(2) Because the southern location would be on shady side, it is
quite likely that more frost would be encountered. See Alaskan Engineering
Report, Document 610, Part 2, Page 42.

(3) Even tho it proved that better ground condlticns were found
on the southern location the distance is 6 miles longer and involves the con-
- struction of a bridge over the Tazlina River. These two items are estimated
at $75,000 which sum would take care of considerable bad ground on the northern
route, to say nothing of the perpetual maintensnce cost of the additionsl 6
miles of road.

(4) The location recommended, after seeing parts of this section
from the air and on foot, coincides with the projected locaticn by Denald
MacDonald (1936) who should know something of the country as a member of the
Alasks Railroad partyvhich masde the location in this area. It is also agreed
that his projected location to Sheep Mountain and along Sheep Mountain on
the left side to Hicks Creek is satisfactory.

(5) From much questioning of individuals both in Anchorage and
Copper Center and vicinity one man was found whe claimed to have taken a pack
horse thru from Nelchina diggings to Dry Creek on the approximate route recom-
mended in 1914. He claims he did not get his feet wet, indicating there may
be & flat ridge or series of flat ridges.

Rough Estimste of Cost of Consitruction of g 20! Graveled Road:

Section 1 — Richardson Hishwey to Mendeltns River (Northern Route)
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{Section 1 — Richardson Highway to Mendeltna River (Northern Route)
f‘ﬂiles O to 5 & 50O ® OB OEETSHAS S .5 @ $‘7,000 96 00 %50 OCOEOLOSO SR "?"?35 ’OOO

5 .bo 15 $ 2 @ ©C 0O 0 OLOO OO lO @ 12 ’ OOO * P & B & O 8D 0SS ELECS 120 , OOO

15 £0 20 eeveveccoceses 5@ 10,000 eeereracsaccaesss 50,000
20 't;O 41 ......-...--..21 @ 9’000 .....-....-...-..1§22000

394,000

Tolsons Creek Bridge - one 60' span
Hendeltna Creek Bridge-one 100' " , 36' approach

196! @ $100 ceevvososesss 12,600 $413,600

Section 2 - Mendeltna Creek +to Sheep Mountain

Wiles 41 10 47 eesennnevsess B @ $10,000 tvvevneancnaeass 60,000
L7 to 56 LI EVETIOT8 8,000 seeereccscnssess 72,000
56 10 63 veveevnsennes 7@ 10,000 cieeueernnanenss 70,000
63 10 68 vevirennensas 5@ 9,000 cvesenseessesess 45,000
68 56 69 viciovinoesse L@ 12,000 cevecveneacensss 12,000

B9 40 72 verecennneaee 3@ 8,000 iiieeceieeanesns_ 24,000
283,000

by
X

Cache Creek Bridge - one 36!' beam span
* Little Nelchina Bridge - one 100' span with 18' approaches

1727 @ $100 ceveevoneneaes 17,200 300,200

Section 3 — Sheep Hountain to Chickaloon

Miles 72 to 7‘7 GOV ErEsOEIeeR

5@ 85,000 ceveccosocsvcesss 25,000
77 40 80 ciieecrneeiee 3@ 8,000 oiiannaan, ceense 24,000
B0 50 81 veecensvconese L sesnscsononenossnnnenccsss 20,000
BL 40 83 cevenveveseen 2@ 10,000 ciienrroncnineen 20,000
83 560 85 corecosconsse 2@ 20,000 tiovierernocooss 40,000
B85 10 93 veeseenienees 3@ 9,000 tirenseniannoscs 72,000
93 10 98 ceveevocereee 5@ 15,000 ciiuiiiiieannnea. 75,000
98 10 115 ceveenncosed?7 @ 9,000 ................163 000
115 0 1179 eseveeeses 2 @ 1%om)“.”.”.“.“..§mwa
469,000
" Garibou Creek Bridge one 225' span
- Hicks Creek Brige one 100' span with two 18' approaches
Packsaddle Creek Bridge one 60' spen
‘Winding Creek Bridge one 36! span
(ascade Creek Bridge cne 60' span
Purinton Creek Bridge one 80! span

¥ Ghickaloon River Bridge _ome 150! span

TLTY @ $100 cvveeccocnescene 14,700 543,700
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Section 4 — Chickaloon to Mile 131 (leaves railroad grade)

Mile 118 tueereveevonnccoscscnsossososesosoncnnsanseesns $2,000
Miles 118 10 121 covveeeenne 3 @ $1,000 tevirenncnnessss 3,000
121 to 1233 cieniveeeee 25 @ 8,000 covirariancessa. 20,000
1233 t0 125 ciiiieenne 12 @ 2,000 ceiiieeiiienaess 3,000
125 50 126 cuuseranncennsoctasosscssccscassssssssne 1,000
126 50 1285 cverecceee 25 @ 8,000 ciiorannaaesasen 20,000
1282 10 131 civeineeee 25 @ 1,000 cevineiincconeos 2,500

51,500
Kings River Bridge
Add 100! span to existing bridge
100¢ @ $100 .... $10,000
Plank and repair existing bridge see...__ 1,000 11,000 $62,500

Section 5 ~ Mile 131 to Moose Creek Road, 145

1.4- mileS @ %7,000 .O.‘ODOCO..O'QOC.ll.l...l”‘b.'.I‘ 98’000

‘ Granite, Eska and Moose Creek Bridges
Gne 8OE Span eaCh, 2!‘»0' PO LEOLELOLBOEDOYLEOSONGEEDEGEE w*gOOO 1223000

Total COST CONSEIUCTION cvvsoreonsossssssssoncannosnsososssesssss $1,442,000

Sul‘veys a.l’ld Csntingenciesy 10% © % ® P 6 OELOREC VR OO OEVEOLEO0OROE O LO0BROQTS uékzooo
| 31,586,000

This estimate allows $9,830 per mile of road alone, and $110 a foot
for steel bridges. Timber for false work is at or nearby all bridge sites.
Longest gravel haul esast of Sheep Mountain is 6 miles, west of Sheep Mountain,
1% miles.

o NOTE: It is believed the above estimate is ample to do the job
/f providing three full seasons are allowed for completion. If only two years
// are allowed, add 15%.

[}

1
/
;

P

Method of Procedure if Funds become Available:

Survevgs

Crew #1 - To start at end Moose Creek Road .
Crew #2 - To start at Mile 131 and work west to Bska only.
Crew #3 - As a start to definitely locate the necessary chenges

on thes railrocad section.
Crew #4 - To start west from the Richardson Highway.

As soon as necessary locatlon was made from MNeoose Greek Road to
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Chickaloon, Crew #3 would move to Chickaloon River, Crew #2 to Hicks Creek
and Crew #1 would be disbanded.

Crew #3 wonld work toward Hicks Creek.

Crew #2 would maeke the definite location from Packsaddle Creek,
across Hicks Creek, and to and across Caribou Creek.

Moves from then on would depend upon which crew finished first.

Construction:

Anchorage end:

Camp #1 - End of Moose Creek Road-—works east.
Camp #2 - Mile 131, works west.

Camp #3 - Kings River, works east to 128% then west to 131, be-
fore moving.

Cemp #4 — Mile 1235 works east to 117, then west to 128% before
moving.

Camp #5 — Mile 117 (camp left limit Chickaloon River) works east,
first doing necessary sidehill work in first 2 miles to allow Camp #6 to geb
'thl‘u. )

Camp #6 -~ Mile 110, works 2 miles west, then east.

I4 is believed that at least two more camps could be moved in by
tractor to points as far as Packsaddle Cresk.

Camps #1, #2 and #3 could be set up simultaneously. Within 10 days
time sufficient necessary work could be done to permit setting up Camps #4 and
#5. Another 10 days should permit Crews 6, 7 and 8 to get thru.

Richardson Highway Engd:

Crew #1 - Works west from Highway.

Crew #2 - Starts at Mile 5, which point is about as far as could
get with a camp to be supplied by tractor, and works west.

It would not be practicable to work more than two crews on this
end, unless money was available before February 1, 1941, to permit of heavy
winter freighting of fuel, supplies and equipment; in which case, any desired
mumber of camps could be put oubt, securing thelr perishables in summer months
by pontoon planes landing on lakes.

In any event winter freighting would be done--on both ends—-in



IPT - #20 10-16-490

the winter of 1941-42 in order to complete the road in fall 1942.

Yours very truly,

Hawley Stf#rling

List of Reference Maps:

a - Attached to this report—"Reconnaissance Map of Nelchina-Susitna
Regionti-Bulletin No. 568, Plate 1.

b - "Lower Hatanuska Valley", Alaska 6024, edition 1931.

"Chitina-Matanuska Line" Map XI A House Document 610, A4th Congress.

[¢]
1

d - Blue print "Proposed Highway--Connecting Anchorage Rosds and
Richardson Highway" by Donald MacDenald, 1936.

CC (less maps) Edmunds, Shepard
HS:IW



\V7
Notional Archives and Records Administration
Pacitin Aloska Region
654 West ’“t.’é ﬁwaﬁd’é
Aﬂﬂi’}e‘.‘e;’éi@ga wid £ ] Wam -2143%
£

‘c;z:)

L"l C:

5 BG 3
Q?{\X \ i(‘ 5 /C‘*’i(ﬁl\
A :’ Q,‘-!& /‘P(’\(«{LL}V\ \ (C’VH'LK\!][)
Qael Le AR b C "mm\Jr Shhaascr uu.lCU%i
Ao g-1=7 - -
) \x” (g,plt Qr(( LAY H\@Lw%@;
AU Stevewy [




CROSS REFERENCE

NATIONAL ARCHIVES-ALASKA REGION
#%%D0 NOT USE ABEREVIATIONS#*%®
*%**JSE DESCRIPTIVE INFORMATION ON BOX LABELS OR SF 258
TO COMPLETE THIS FORM###

Record Group Number \j%j
Bussad oF [oblic _Koads
Record Group Title AiiZAif O e o) e O S

2

Agency ! g%ﬂ%&, 55/T‘ ()&W$1V%Jﬁﬁfffd,
Major Subdivision (if any) /]/43/14 /@;ﬁ((/ Coranin ) S 5

Minor Subdivision (if any) ‘\JLL$L£4Q{A . /495;
7

Record Series Title & Date(s) /5&g;a?rvafW1 /5%2CV7V)/)7C? %

, : , A e e
/\Q&%aﬁ/l\ Covied /7943/\5/&///7% /55 (7) ViXs /

Box Number /
Folder (Office File Code/Title) éféQ? Cj7ké7ﬁ' /9égﬁéx¢/iﬁi/

S/
/QZJO §;LVW/L4y/”
g s
(row/unit/shelf) : /4f/ éa;/cﬁ /Ci

Location (in stzcks)

* % % & & % £ ® & % &k k € & k2 ® ® €& & & B B # £ & & % k £ %

REFILING INFORMATION (Materials from the above box has been
removed and refiled at the following new location:

Cabinet _é%i%/ . Drawer éﬁfb / /%? G[iyf “&
-

tion (in stacks) (row/unit/shelf): /& / 257 (”57 ( %:J

Locat

Type of documents (circle one): mégﬂé), drawing(s),
photograph(s), or other Sgescribe below) —

Full Titlei/Descri tion: /[(é? C.oyvin &ng;_g(@,,,f, Céo Mfcﬂ 57£
/\/C /C%f' nag-— ngiSf 7%’749‘\ /Q’C"é’/‘/ &, /9747://@
— L

DATE: [ 7/ 9

e

& Block Number:

USGS Quadrangle Name




LA
S SN N

Pl , .
k4 N




{ e +
/{ i
DAY
:\
H
H
. \
)
4
} sy
./ it
- "t j‘l
L)
\
I
/ l’
.
oy
\ K
.
1
4
A
A}
\
\
i
:
A
- 1
s
R
H >
LR
R
* \'
<
.
A\./
-
/7
v
/
.
- P %
~
nd -3
S 2
2
~ s
5 g
g3
Sy :
e Y
ol
X3 ¢
e QN




e e P T e e e

2

T,

3

T

ATEUIG Y UNOTT G TUL A CILN " OKY TIAYHDNT




COPY

L ]

Natona! Archives and Resords Administration
bacific Alaska Region

654 Wedt 3rd Avenue

Anchorage, Aloska gh?m’.ﬂ -214%

Racerd Groue No.

Bog Ka. / Lovation (20X s /O/éé/lo L)

éidilional infoumatt “"}\@"\@# /0\0{-&}0
/ifm A2 Z? /é//(\"‘}/gg[) N

Q?r H /) é/f) 5/_C> ALl A ﬁf/
., s %ﬁv aﬁ/ 2 W= [J . L

~.



Reproduced at the National Archives and Records Administration-Pacific Alaska Region (Anchorage)

o <
{
i ADDRESS REPLY TO

' ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION - e

; | UNITED STATES o
! DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

/ JUNEAU, ALASKA )

.;:\‘

Valdez, Alaska
December 3, 1940

i R T

P kr, Iks P, Taylor
Chief zngineer, A.R.C
Junean, Alaska

Dear Sir:

As previously reported, between September 26%h and September

30th, Ben woods made a walking recomnaissance on the South side of
the Tazlina River between the Richardson Highway and Tazlina Lake,
His report of this reconnaissance is enclosed herewith, Between

" October 1Oth and Cectober 27ith Wocds made a preliminary survey from
ile 115,8 on the Richardson Highway to Tolsona Creek., The course
followed was dus West, Under separate cover a plat showing ground ,
conditions along this rcute i=s being submitted, also attached here-
with is a U, &, Geological lMap of this region on which is shown the = . .-
alternate routes as far as Mendeltna Creek as proposad by Asslstant
Chief BEngineer Hawley Sterling., From the iunformation obtained by
Woods on the preliminary survey between ths Richardson Highway and
Tolsona Cresk an estimate of construction costs for sach mile was
mads, 4 sumuary of these costs by features follows:

Clearing, 132 40025 @ $117.420 0 0vuesreenrorase e #15,500,00
,Jtl’lpl"lng, 14."’6;‘.‘ AC?@S @ '1;\;4'6 OOattlactoocn‘olcnooooo 6’&20000

Grading and Ditching, 16 Milss @ %1719 per mils,., 27,500,00
Graveling, 61,500 cu, yds., @ $L.0L per yard..s.... 62,125,00
Metal Culveris, 2,000 lin, £t. @ $3.,00 per foot,.. 6,000,00
Trestle Bridges, uool 84 11n. ft @ F15.00,000000 360,00
bﬁe&l Spanﬁ, 680 1in. ‘Pt Q@ 60 ao.otoou--ovuvoat 3:609’._(_:’-@_
Total Cost Constru»uxon........................%121,?05.00
Surveys and contingencies, 10%esssesseessesases _12,170,00
TOBEL s usaussrenrossonensavossnsenssesss$lB3,875,00,

Average cost

6]

er mile $8,367.,19

ke

Deseription of Houts

From the highway to iile 1,2 ground conditionsz are similar to
those traversed by the highway bsbween Mile 114 and Dry Creek, Al
Mile l the lins offsets o avold ths and of a ri Final lo-
cation chould be from the second angle point 1o arting point.

gy
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v at the lMoose Creek Crossing. The chang -
el feet to the North and should continue pa ralle1 to the presant
jon until the small lakes are passed at about liile 3%, From
S to ilile 6 ground COKCiﬁlOn“ probably aversgs betuﬁr than he-
& 114, on the Hichardso Ei:amﬂ:av, and Ury Creek, Iile 6
ars t0 be entirely ”ﬂﬁer ai avel, From Mile 3% to
ere appears to be no adv il changiﬁg the location
the No +h or South, The suw = g ground is quite
rm. It raises gradually from Loose Creek West and for a few
ed feet near Mile 3 thers is rade of from 3 to 4
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p = entirely without
timber, The surface is covered with a thick growth of grass, vexy
small brush, some moss and & few nig;g-heads, The ground is nearly
level bui a: south and North, whers crossed by the

3
location there was scarcely any visible water while o the South
o

ains both to the Sout
£

and Soukhwest the amownt of water increased and the ground became
Tery swampy, AS near as che could tell with the eye the present

location across thi
It is not rvecomme
ditches be put in

is swamp is aboubt as good as couwld be obtained,
nded t at this ground be stripped buit that side
Tor dra'n“ge purposes and the whole mile gmaveled

on top of the god, An unlimited amount of good gravel can be obe
tained near Mile 7, Trom Mlle 8 fo Mile 12 the surfasce of the

ground conbtinues very uniform. It i

frozen for the entire distznce

3
and the clay is overlaid with moss and varying depths of black muck,
For the most part howsver, the black muck does not excsed one foot
in depth, It is guestionsgble for this ssciion whether much advan~
tage in ground conditions could be obiained by changing the line

e
h

ither to the Horth or South, AT about Milse 12,92 & number ¢f test
cles wers dug with the dozer, Four of thess showsd good gravel and
ix no gravel, Along this mile there were several indications of

gravel, For purposes of estlimabing gravel coghts it has been as-
T

sumed in the accompanying estimates that gravel in
tities can be obtained in this vie
icien
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sufficient guan-
al icinity although thers was not suf-

ient prospscting done to prove this, However, it is believed

1e indications were suffic iently favorable to warrant this

ssumption, If this is wrong however, gravel c sw<m'mes%tmn

etween Mile 10 and Mile 14% will be considerably higher, Fron

ile 13 to Mile 16 ground conditions are similar to the previous 5

miles, A swing to the North will be necessary to avoid a lake in

v

izl

il 15, After this swinpg iz made the lire should then conitinus due
est again to connect with a small draw leading to Tolsona Creek,
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Methods Recommended Tor Construction
There appears to be no problems of construction on this 16 miles

that are different from what we have elready handled on other work.
Average costs of grading should be much less than on ground like that
between Gulkana and Sourdough or between Mile 6 and Mile 30 on Route
654, One great advantage in handling this ground is that the sur-
face is uniform and, %o a much greater degree than on the sections
above mentioned, the depth of muck on top of the clay is also uni-
form, While it is important that this ground should be siripped and
graded on the frost this characteristic of uniformity will permit
‘much more rapid constriction than where the surface is cut with
spall gulches in vhich a deep accumulation of black muck is often
found. Very little end haul wrk will be necessary cver the entire
16 miles, Also the drainege problem will not be serious, in fect,
very little water was found crossing the location and where it was
found it wes sometimes flowing North and sometimes south, If hand
clearing and burning is necessary the costs for this feature of

work will be high, Stripping ccsts, however, should be low if the
work can be done during May, June and sarly part of July. ZExcept
for loose Creek, bridge costs will be negligible, . Gravel costs
should average lezs than on either the highway or the Nabesna Hosd
as the haul should be shorter., To obtain low construction costs it
is important that work start early in the spring with sufficient
equipment to handle the siripping and grading on the frost,

Comparison of Propcsed Routes to Mendeltna Crsek

While Voods' recomnnaissance report on the South sids of the Taz-
lina shows more favorabls ground there I do not belisve that the
difference is sufficient o justify the construction of a bridge
across the Tazlina River below the lake, particularly if a direct
route can be followed from the Tolsona Crossingz to the lMendeltna.
On October 22nd I flew over the line from the highway 0 13 Hile,
where the crew was then working. We then continued on a courss
egpproximately due west for about 3 miles past Tolsona Creek then
swung slightly to the South of West and headed dirsctly for Tahnsta
Pass., e continued on this course until opposite the lowser end of
Tazlina Lake and then turned South to the lake, From the lower end
of the lake we took a course direcily back to the proposed Tolsona
Crossing. On this trip we flew very low and I was abls to observe
ground conditions fairly well. The area West of the proposed Tol-
sona Crossing is burned over for several miles, It is slightly
undulating and I believe it is somewhat similar, though perhaps not
quite so favorable, as the ground in the Kenny Lzke region., From
the lower end of Tazlina Lake %o the proposed crossing on Tolsona
Creek the ground for the most part is covered with grsen timber,
Very little poplar or askpen was obssrved on this section., I be-
lieve thet the Northern Route proposed by Sterling should be taksn
if at all feasible and for the first 10 miles after passing Tolsona
Creek I am counvinced there is little doubt but that it offers de-




Mr, Ike P, Taylor

cidely the best ground.

Mile 1:

Mile 2

Mile

A
L 1]

Mile 4:

Mile 5

Mile 6

Clearing, 10 Acres & 3100

Stripping, 10 Acres & $40

Grading snd Ditching

Graveling, Aversge Hanl 1 mile, 3,000 yds, @ 80¢
Metal Culverts, 100 £1, @ $3.00

Clearing, 10 Acres @ $100

Stripping, 10 Acres @ $40

Greding snd Ditching

Graveling, Average Heul ,3 mile, 2,000 yds., @ 60¢
Metsl Culverts, 100 £+, @ $3,00

Trestle Bridges, 12 ft. @ $15,00

Clearing, 10 dcres @& $150

Stripping, 10 Acres @ $40

Grading and Ditching

Graveling, Average Haul .4 mile, 2,500 yds, € 60¢
Metal Culverts, 100 £, @ $3.00

Steel Span, 60 ft. @ $60,00

Clearing, 10 acrees @ $120

Stripping, 10 Acres @ $40

Grading and Ditching ,
CGraveling, Average Haul 1 mile, 3,000 yds, & 80¢
Metal Culverts, 100 £+, @ $3.,00

Clearing, 10 Acres @ $100
Stripping, 10 Acres @ $40
Grading and Ditching

Graveling, Average Haul 1.7 miles, 3,000 yds. @ $1.30

Metal Culverts, 100 ft. @ §3.00

Clearing, 10 Acres @ $100

Stripping, 8 dcres @ $40

Grading and Ditching

Graveling, Average Haul .7 mile, 4,000 yds. @ 70¢
Metal Culverts, 100 £t. @ $3,00
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The following is an estimate of construction
costs by the mile on the preliminary location to Tolsona Creek,

$1,000
400
1,500
2,400
300
$5,600

$1,000
400
1,500
1,200
300
180
§4,580

$1,500
400
1,500
1,500
300
3,600
$8,800

$1,200
400
1,500
2,400
300
5,800

$1,000
400
1,500
3,900
300
$7,100

$1,000
330
1,500
2,800
300
$5,920
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Mile

Mile

Mile

Mile

Mile

Mile

Mile

7

11:

Clearing, 10 Acres @ $240

Stripping, 10 Acres © $50

Grading and Ditching

Graveling, Averasge Haul .3 mile, 2,500 yds., @ 60¢
Metal Culverts, 100 ft. ¢ $3,00

Trestle Bridges, 12 £t. @ $15,00

Clearing, none

Stripping, none

Ditehing

Graveling, Average Haul .6 mile, 6,000 yds, @ 80¢
Metal Culverts, 100 £t. @ $3.00

Clearing, 5 Acres @ $100
Stripping, 8 Acres ¥ $00
Grading and Ditching

Graveling, Average Haul 1.6 mile, 5,000 yds. & $1.10

Metal Culverts, 150 f£t. @ $3, 00

Clearing, 6 Acres €& $100
Stripping, 8 Acres @ $50
Grading and Ditching

Graveling, Average Haul 2.6 mileas, 4,000 yds, @ $1.50

Metal Culverts, 150 £+, @ $3.00

Clearing, 10 Acres @ $100
Stripping, 10 Acres @ $50
Grading and Ditching

Graveling, Aversge Haul 2,5 miles, 4,000 yds. @ $1.50

Metal Culverts, 150 ft. @ $3,00

Clearing, 8 Acres @ $100
Stripping, 10 dcres @ $50
Grading and Ditching

Graveling, Average Haul 1.5 miles, 5,000 yds. @ $1.10

Metzl Culverts, 150 ft., @ $3,00

Clearing, 10 Acres @ $120
Stripping, 10 Acres @ $50
Grading and Ditching

Graveling, 4Average Haul .5 mile, 4,000 yds, @ $1.00

Metal Culverts, 150 ft. @ $3.00

Page 5

$2,400
500
1,500
1,500
300
180

$6,380

$1,000



Mr, Ike P. Taylor

Mile 14:

Mile 16:

RIS wpe

Clearing, 10 4cres @ $100

Stripping, 10 Acres @ $50

Grading and Ditching

Graveling, Average Hawl .6 mile, 4,500 yds. @ $1.00
Mstal Culverts, 150 ft. @ $3.00

Cleering, 6 Acres @ $100

Stripping, 10 Acres @ $50

Grading and Ditching ‘
Greveling, Aversge Haul 1.8 miles, 4,500 yds. @ $1.25
Metal Culverts, 150 £t. @ $3.00

Clearing, 7 Acres @ $100

Stripping, 10 4cres @ $50

Grading and Ditching

Graveling, Average Haul .8 mils, 4,500 yds @ $1.00

. Metal Culverts, 150 f£t. @ $3.00

Total for 16 Miles $ 121,705.00
Surveys and contingencies 10% 12,170,00

$ 133,875,00

Sup tendent

EZnel, 1 Heport
1 Map
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$1,000
500
2,000
4,500
450
$8,450

$ 600
500
2,000
5,625
450
$9,175

$ 700
500
2,000
4,500
450
$8,150
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ADDRESS REPLY TO . :
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION L v
e

UNITED STATES o
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION wr

" Yaldez - b

JXNERAI, ALASKA //ﬂ/

November 12, 1940

Mr. R. J. Shepaerd
Superintendent, A. R. C. o .
Valdez, Alasgka R

Dear Sir: B s

The following is a report of a walking reconnaissance of
the route from Mile 105 on the Richardson Highwey to Tazlina Lake
and return to the top of Tazline hill at Mile 109.5.

Purpose of the Trip:
' To secure a first-hand knowledge of the general ground
conditions on the south side of Tazlina River to the mouth of Tazlina

Lake.

Description ef route followed:

Mile O to 1 1/8. Followed a southwest course for 1 1/8
miles .climbed two gravel benches of 50 and 60 feet. Most of areas
was burned over approximately 20 years ago, although crossed twe
small patches of spruce up to 16 inches in dismeter. ALl good dry
ground. Suitable gravel for road surfecing cen be found.

Mile 1 1/8 to 1 7/8. OContirzued on a southwest course from
the top of the bench on comparakly flat ground for j/h mile and
intersected with the o0ld reilrcad survey line. Most of the ground
hes been burned over with small spruce now growing uwp. It is all
good ground.

Mile 1 7/8 to 3 1/2. Followsd the survey line 1 5/8 miles,
course approximately north 80 degrees west. Ground has been burned
over .small spruce now growing. 411 good ground except across 500
feet of swamp.

Mile 3 1/2 to 5 1/8. Followed survey line 1 5/& miles.
£11 of the line is on a gredusl ascernding grade. OCrossed a creek
that would require a 4 foot culvert. Bottom of creek not more than
4 feet below the surrounding country. No sign of gravel in creek
bottom. 3/U of a mile of good ground rest fair.
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Mile 5 1/8 to 5 5/8. Followed survey line 1/2 mile over
grassy swamp.

Mile 5 5/& to 7 5/8. Continued on survey line 2 miles.
Smell spruce, Poplar snd Willow growing. Ground is good. Dry clay;
light moss on surface. 5§00 feet of grassy swamp.

Mile 7 5/8 to & 5/8. Continued on survey line 1 mile,

. across two short swamps and a lake that is 200 feet across on line.
Best to be 150 feet north of line at outlet of lake, where a 30 foot
bridge would be required. There are two pot-holes past lake each :
about 50 feet across. There is a 5 foot c¢lay bank around leke,
and no sign of gravel. At mile 8 5/8 a cresk is crossed reguiring
a 22 foot bridge.

Mile & 5/8 to 9. Continwed on line 3/8 mile which crossesd
8 loke 150 feet across and 300 feet of swamp. Rest fair going.

#ile 9 to 10 1/4%. Continued on survey line 3/4 mile over
grassy swamp with very little water, and 1/2 mile of fair going
over burned-over area. If the line were located 1/2 mile south at
the swamp the distance across wculd only be about l/h mile, while
north of the line it widens out rapldly.

Mile 10 1/U% to 12 1/2. Continued on line through small
sproce 2 l/h miles, The moss is deep. The line is on a gradusl
ascending grade, and. there is water rununing down the line in several
places. At mile 12 the first definite sign of good gravel was noted
on the surface. It seemed to extend over a wide area.

Mile 12 1/2 to 16 1/8. GContinued on line 2 miles over
burned-over area. Frequent gravel showings. 411 good ground.
The following 1 5/& miles were through smsll spruce with fair going
on a gradual ascending grade.

Mile 16 1/8 to 16 7/8. We lost the survey line at mile
16 1/8. As the grade at this point was sbout 3 per cent, I believe
that from some point further back on the line there must have been
a slight angle point to the right, which we did not find. TFrom
mile 16 1/8 %o 16 7/8 which is Nickell creek we kept on a course
which was about south 85 degrees west. From mile 16 1/8 we kept
climbing on sbout a 3 per cent grade for not to exceed 1/8 mile.
From there we started down on about a 2 per cent grade to Nickell
ereek. There is no draw to cross and a 30 foot bridge would be =
sufficient. No gravel can be seen in creek bottom. The ground
is fair.
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Mile 16 7/8 to 17 7/8. The gvound is mostly swaupy with
a few scattered spruce.

Mile 17 7/8 to 19 5/8; Sontinued in nearly a due west course
1 3/4 miles, croseed an occasional small swemp, scattered spruce
and parts burned over. Signs of good gravel on surface in 2 couple
of places.

Mile 19 5/8 to 22 5/8. TFollowed a course which was about
sonth 85 degrees west for 3 miles. 1 1/2 miles of swamp 1 1/2 miles
of fair going. Looks like it is pocssible fto miss mbst of the swamp
by being 1/U4 mile south. At mile 22 1/2 a creek that flows out of
s lake 1 1/2 miles long is crossed 40O feet below the outlet of the
lake., A 22 foot bridge would be required. Rocks in bottom of creek.

Mile 22 /8 to 24 3/8. Took a course that was about
southwest along the west bank of the lake for 1 3/U4 miles. 411
good going, some big timber up to 14 inches in dizmeter. Good gravel
bank on lower end of laks.

) ¥ile 24 3/8 to 26 1/4. Teok about a due west course for
1 7/8 miles. None of the country has been burned over and there are
spruce up to 16 inches in dismeter. The moss is deeper than ithas
been. Orossed 3 or U4 smell swamps.

Mile 26 1/4 to 28 1/8. Kept on about the seme course around
3 or 4 small lakes, and through spruce up to 16 inches in diemeter.
Mostly feir ground around lakes and in timber. At mile 28 1/8 the
trail ie on a ridge, and the lslke can be seen for the first time.
Gravel on ridge. :

Mile 28 1/8 to 30. Kept on sbout a northwest course to
a point on the Tazlina river sbout one mile below the outlet of the
laeke. All down hill from mile 28 1/8 to river crossing. Smell spruce
and deep moss 211 the way down to the river. The water in the river
was much higher than usual, and it was about 400 feet across at a

suitable cHossing.

We returned on the same route to Mile 10 1/&. At mile
10 1/% we left our line and followed a trail that headed for the top
of the Tazlina hill. The first 1 1/2 wiles were over & grasey
swemp. One creek was crossed that required a 30 foot bridge. TFrom
there to the top of Tazlina hill a distance of 6 1/2 miles, 5 miles
good going, 1 mile fair going and 1/2 mile swamp. Mostly Poplar
and scattered spruce. Gravel can be seen on the surface in several

places.
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A route recommended for the scuth side would leave the
highway near the top of the Tazlina hill and intersect with the
Reilroad survey line somewhere on the swamp between Mile 9 and 10 1/4.
end from there would follow approximately the line traversed to the
Tazlina river.

Summery of Ground Sonditions on recommended route

Miles of good ground on gravel
Miles of dry ground in clesy snd light moss. Has been

3
6
burnsd over.
7 Miles of fair ground in scattered spruce, clay under
6 inches to a foot of black dirt.
6 /2 Miles of Poor going in deep moss scattered spruce.

1
1/4 Miles of swamp.
27 3/b Totzl milee on recommended route

82 feet of wosdenAtrestié bridges

Pransitmaen
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