
Mr. Paul F. Reyster -2- we HT LOty

It is the opinion or this office that the Low tratiricon the southern portion of the sterling liighway can b attribuce.to the dusty yravel surtace of the existtay road which detersrecreation travel. ALL recent expansion ind investment in the Homer
community has been pointec in the directica or the
aS @ recreation spot for

COurEL

Coerist trade and
‘tothe nearby popatated areas.

Attachments
Ltr. Mr. Gordon to Gov. byan, 6/29/54

n

c¢ Ltr. Gov. Egan to Mr. Gerdon, 9/2/59
c Ltr. Senator Gruening t BPR, 9/2,'59, w/ack.
c Ler. Rep. Rivers to BPR, 9/4/59) wach.
c Ltr. BPR to Gov. Egan, 9/9/54
Draft to Senator Gruening and Rep. Rivers
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P.O. uc 1964 4
Juncau, Alaska

ad ee1O-00) Goo faagor Oo, $909

The Honoraule Willian A, Egan
Governoref Alaska
Juneau, Alas's

ay dear Governor Egan:

Please refer fo your larter of Septenber 2, 1959, to Mr. Harris
L. Gordon of tomer, Alaska, a copy of which was furnished fo this
office.

With a subsiantia] incrvase in Federal-aid hignway fund al loca-
tions to Alaska under the tull formula, the schedule for improving

:

the Steriing Highway between Soldotna and Homer can be greatly improved.
The section from Homer northward to Anchor River, a distance of {3.5

c) miles, is now under active reconstruction and will be completed abou;
ss August 1, 1960. Improveneny of the remaining section from Anchor River

northward te Soldotna, a distance of 60.5 miles, is in the current ap-
proved program. Surveys and design are being pushed and we are very a
hopoful that rhree separate consiruction contracts can be awarded in 3
rhe spring of 1960 with completion in +he summer of 1961. Paving may os
be possible northward from Homer in fate 1960, and southward from
Soldotna in fate i9Gl. The completion of the entire section would ‘A

come in the fall of 1962. This is a rather tight schedule bur we are
optimistic rhat it can be met.

At this point a word of caution is advisable. tn former days
people of Alaska were happy to see roads built and were willing to grant
right-of-way without hesitation and without cost. # can recalls that you oe
personally donated considerable right-of-way for the improvement and '

paving of the Richardson Highway at your homesite at Mile 53 on that
highway. A large par? of the Kenai Peninsula has been homesteaded, much roof ii under favorable vererans' rights. After securing parent the owners

|

;
have moved and are difficult jo trace. An increasing number aro unwilI- ;

ing to accepr appraised offers for right-of-way, which roquires that we
resort to condemnation, a slow and exacting procedure. Still others, a
including @ meciber of the present Strate Legislature, question the legality :
of resorvations for right-of-way in existing Federal legislation. REA
power lines parallel and cross the highway at many points. A reasonable
length of time must also be allowed the local public utility districts

ey to budget funds and physically relocate their lines. These are all
ee factors that are not apparent to rhe avorage citizen who can only com-

prehcend his personal inconvenience while all this is going on.

|

|

|

|

|
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Governor Egan -2- Saptember 9, 1959

Please be assured that all concerned will exert every offort
to keep our greatly increased highway progran moving on schedule. We
appreciate your constructive statement to Mr. Gordon that the construc-
tion work under way by those in charge of Alaska's highway program is
actually designed to remedy the problems and inconveniences that are
being experienced at the present time.

Sincerely yours,

Wm. J. Niemi
Regional Engineer

cc: Mr. Royster, Washington office . | r ir. dordan
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P. 0. Box 1961

Juneau, Alaska

10-06
Seprember 9, 1959

The Honorable Ralph J. Rivers
Member of Congress
House of Representatives
washington, 0. C.

My dear Mr. Rivers:

Please refer to your letter of Seprember 4, 1959, regarding

2* improvement of the Sterling Highway to romer, Alaska

tn accordance with established policy your inquiry is being

forwarded to our Washington office for reply.

Sincerely yours,

win. J. Niemi
Regional Engineer

-
ec: Washington office a

mansosemtanarcraunnn rested
wits

Coaploura!
:
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Congress of the United States 7tet

Mouse of Representatives Zi.
Glaxhington, w €. —

September 4, 1959

Mr. William J. Niemi aBureau of Public RoadsP.O. Box 1961
Jun@au, Alaska

Dear Bill;

information that has come to me is to the effectthat completion of this Project cannot be expecteduntil 1963. Apparently the poor condition of thehighway is resulting in a considerable slackeningof traffic into the area, Causing some alarm amongbusiness and Civic groups.
I would appreciate any advice you can give ma inthis regard, so I will be better able to determine

best persona) regards, I am a%Sincerely yours, y

Thanking you for your kind cooperation and with we

»\

RALPH J. RIVERS
4

RIR1 chd
Member of Congress A

-
Ass305 pl - ]



The Honorable Ernest Gruening
United States Senare
Washington, D.C.

My dear Senajor Gruening:

Picase refer to your letrer of Seprenber 2, i9@o¢, regarding

improvement of the Sturling Higuway to Homer, Alaussa,

In accordance with established palicy your inquiry is boing

forwarded to our Washington office for repty.

ce: Washington

SOAIOly {EUOHEN ou} JO SBUIP|OLY payissejoaq / paylssejouN auy wo. psonpoiday

P.O. Box 1961

Juneau, Afasna

10-00 September 2, 195°

CE OLY wry

Wei, J. niga
Regronal Engincer

ftice”
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Writed Htates HDenate

September 2, 1353 pia} ro
ym

Mr. William J. Niemi |
Regionai Engineer —t+- |

Bureau of Public Roads wow femf
Federal Building fe
Juneau, Alasha

“FT

Ter.
Dear Bill: Li

Numerous complaints have reached me from
Homer about delays in paving of the Sterling Highway.
People in that community seem to be under the im-

|

pression the project will not be completed until 1:63.

“. I would appreciate an explanation of why
Paty. this will take so long, particularly in view of the

fact that highway construction funds shoulda be more
than adequate now that we are to receive a full state's
share under the Pederal Aid Highway Act. The condition
of the road, according to complaints reaching me, has
been such that many businesses on the Kenai Peninsula
have suffered this year. Is there any reason why
these people should have to contemplate four more
such seasons?

With best wishes, I remain

Cordially yours,

[uect Euer)ERNEST GRUENING ,\*~
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the charge of discrimination is further answered by informationthat the South Cushman Street drainage is such that no roadside ditchingis required. However, in this area the highway is to be reconstructedaS 4 street, with curbs, gubters, and sidewalks. Access to the highwaywill then be controlled by authoriged curb ewts.
We trust these facts are aufiiieient to clarify the situation toyour satisfaetion. Of course we stand ready to supply any further ineformation you may requive as to Federal-aid highways in Alaska.

Sincerely yours,

BELLIS L. ARMSTRONG
Commissioner of Public Roads

RPRosengren:emd
Comtrol No. PR 4901
ee: Files(?)

My. Tallamy
Mr. Armstrong
Mr. Mannerow
Col. Rosengren
My. Royster’
CouUnit
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"STANDARD FORM NO. 64

Office Memoranda * STEED STATES GOVERNMENT
' ifFook

|

TO iMr. Paul F. Royster, Assistant Commissioner DATE: September 2, 1959

|
23-00 for Operations, Washington, D. C.

FROM wm. J. Niemi, Regional Engineer
way10-00 Juneau, Alaska

SUBJECT: Congressional Correspondence Senator Ernest Gruening

By memorandum of July 8, 1959, we furnished you with an

interim reply to Senator Gruening's request for information regard-
ing relocation of the Denali Highway near Chalmer. Johnson's lodge.

We have completed our field investigations and have decided
that relocation of the highway at this time is not warranted. We

will retain the highway at its present location in the improvement
program, thereby eliminating the concern of Mr. Johnson. There is
attached a draft of a proposed reply to Senator Gruening.

Attachment
(draft of proposed reply to Senator Gruening) — pot |

SONY [EUOREN oy} Jo SBUIP|OL paylssejoag / payissejoun ou} Wo peonpoidey
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Dear Senator. Gruening:

Your letter of April 23, 1959, to Regional Engineer Wm. J.
Niemi, Juneau, Alaska, requested information regarding the reloca~
tion of the Denali Highway at Mile 20, which would affect the
property of Chalmer Johnson, owner of Tangle Lake Lodge.

Our Alaska Regional office has now completed studies of
future improvements of the Denali Highway on the first twenty-mile
section. Decision has now been reached to follow the existing road
at the Tangle Lake Lodge location which will alleviate the fears of-
Mr. Johnson. . ,

We are pleased to notify you of this satisfactory conc |usion
to the study with the thought you may wish to pass on the information
to Mr. Johnson.

Very truly yours,

Sanloly [UONEN at Jo SBupjoy payisse}oaq / palissefoun ayy wioy peonpoiday



,ADARD FORM NO. 64

,Office Memoranda © ONES states GOVERNMENT
if( |

- TO ‘Mr. Paul F. Royster, Assistant Commissioner for PATE: april 29, 1959
23-00 Operations, Washington, D. C.

FROM = wm,J. Niemi, Regional Engineer Wn{0-00 Juneau, Alaska

SUBJECT: Congressional Correspondence -~ Senator Ernest Gruening

a

Attached is a copy of a letter and map received from Senator

Gruening under date of April 23, 1959, together with our ‘interim

reply.
|

As indicated in the letter to Senator Gruening we shal! |

make a full investigation and report when field conditions will

permit.

Attachments 2
(c Itr fm Senator Gruening w/c map)
(c our Itr 4/29 to Senator Gruening)
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“United States Denate
WASHINGTON, D.C.

April 23, 1959

Mr. William J. Niemi
Regional Engineer
Bureau of Public Roads
duneau, Alaska

Dear Bill:

I have just received from Chalmer C. Johnson, owner of Tangle
Lake Lodge at Mile 20 on the Denali Highway, a letter reporting
that under a proposed change in the route of the Denali Highway
his Lodge would be left stranded one-quarter of a mile fran the

right of way. I have no knowledge of this situation except fron
fr. Johnson's letter. . b

Mr. Jonnsor. mentions that when he entered the area four years
ago it was nothing but wasteland and ne attempted to determine what A

the permanent location of the highway would be, locating his lodge \v

accordingly alter survey crews had located the center pins for the
road. He mentions that he and his family have spent four years in
pack-breaking labor and have suifered many hardships clearing land,
pbuilding a restaurant, cabins, garage with gas pumps, and investing
in boats, movors, Light plants, equipment, etc. He says they have

gust arrived at the point where they can expect some return on the

very substantial outlay they have made in laoor and money.

f Tt is Mr. Johnson's belief that relocation of the highway, as

reported to him te be the plan, would make his property worthless
and he would Lose $25,000 thereby. As you know, there is a searcity
of facilities on the highway and if it can possioly be done, I know

you will want wo Locate the road sc as to keep Tangle Lake Lodge in ,
business. >

Mr. Jonnson has sent me a sketch whicn I enclose. It shows in
a very rough way the present road, the relocation which he understands
has been decided upon, and an alternative which he suggests would be

suitable to all interests involved. I hope you will study this matter
carefully and, if possible, adjust your plans so as to accommodate

the lodge.

One additional point made by Mr. Johnson is that future plans
call ror whe building of an airstrip so that the Lodge can accamnodate

airplanes. the road is re-routed according to the plan reported

PR 4.4.59
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\\

€ Mr. William J. Nient ~Qu April 23, 1959

to Mr. Jonnson, it would bisect the oaly land suitable tor the build-
ing of an airstrip. He states that there is no emergency landingstrip in the area at present and it is a badly needed facility. 7

|
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With best wishes, { remain,

Cordially yours,“
}

Cpe raining
“yy

ERNEST GRUENING |

Enclosure
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Juneau, Alaska

10-00 April 29, 959

The Honorable Eraest GrueniagUnited States Senate
Washington 25, 0. C,

Dear Senator Gruening:

Your letter of April 23, 1959, expresses @ concern over theretocation of the Denali Highway at Mile 20 which would atfect theproperty of Chalmer C. Johnson, owner of Tangle Lake Lodge.
We have just completed design plans for improving the firstsection of the Denali Highway which was constructed by Alaska RoadComission forces .as a pioneer type road. Before the plans are

put out for bids we plan a fuli field review an the ground so thatthe whole projectfrom beginning to end may be properly studiedfrom an engineering standpoint. Such a review eamnet take placeuntil the snow is gone and the read is open, sometime after thefirst of June. At this time we can assure you that even if theroad is relocated, access. to Mr. Johnson's lodge will not beeliminated,
—

-

When a fall investigation of all the factors has been
completed the information wilt-be transmitted to Mr. Tallamy inaecordance with Publ ic’Roads procedures.

Wa. d. Niemi
Regional Engineer

nog§BES
cc: Mr. Royster.
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Sincerely,
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Ano FORM NO.

64 BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS a oD ee aor

office Memorandum
¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

a TO : Mr. Paul F. hate, ‘Assistant Commissioner for -paTE: July 8, 1959
*. 23-00 Operations,Washington, D. C, a

pees Ag
‘FROM : Wm. J. Niemi, Regional Engineer LEE10~00,3 Juneau, Alaska

.

Z oy

SUBJECT: Project F-052-1(2), Denali Highway, Paxson to Tangle River ~

Possible relocation of the highway near Chalmer Johnson's
lodge, approximately Mile 20

‘ihThis memorandum is in the nature of an interim reply to yours
os ee 1959, on the above subject. A field review by BPR

- regio division personnel was made in the latter part of June
with a view to finding the best highway location adjacent to Mr.
Johnson's lodge. As a result of this field review, additional
survey information was found desirable. This information is now
being obtained in the field and after it has been received and
studied, we will come to a definite decision as to the location
of the road in this area.

Ref: F=052-1(2)
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As soon as possible we will give you the required information
so that Senator Gruening may be advised as to our proposed action
in this matter.
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