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STANDARD FORM NO, 64

BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS

Office Memorandum » onrrep states GOVERNMENT

TO
|

23-00

FROM
10-00.21

SUBJECT:

*Mr. Paul F. Royster, Assistant Commissioner DATE: October 15, 1959
for Operations, Washington, D. C.

: Wm. J. Niemi, Regional Engine )Juneau, Alaska |
Congressional Correspondence Regarding Improvement of Sterling

Highway

Attached is copy of letter dated September 30, 1959 from the
Executive Secretary of Senator Bartlett's office concerning a
petition by 248 residents along the Sterting Highway for improvementof the highway between Homer andSoldotna.

A copy of the September‘9 letter to Governor Egan, which con-
tained an outline of our plans for improving this section of the
Sterling Highway, was forwarded to your office. Considering the
magnitude of the improvement contemplated, the schedule noted in
my letter of September 9 is optimistic and at this time | cannot
see where it can be advanced further. Accordingly, it is suggestedthat in your reply to Senator Bartlett's letter my previous state-
ments with respectto the planned reconstruction of this road should
be reiterated.

Attachment
As noted above
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WARFEN G. MAGNUDON, WASH., CHAIRMANJone ©, PASTORE, Ru. ANORUW ©. SCHOUMPRL, KANG.A. 9. MAIR MONRONEY, OKLA, JOHN MARSHALL BUTLER, MD.GRORGE A, BMATHERS, FLA. HORRIG COTTON, NH.STROM THURMOND, $.C. CLIFFORD ®. CASH, NJ.FRANK J, LAUSCHE, OHIO THRUSTON 8. MORTON, KT. >RALPH YARBOROUGH, TEX. HUGH SCOTT, PA. “QUCnifed States DenerteCLAIR SINGLE, CALIF.
L. BARTLETT, ALASKA

VANCE HARTKE, IND. COMMITTEE ONBALE W. WO GH, WYD. INTERSTATE AND FOREIGN COMMERCE
EDWARD JARRETT, CHIEF CLORK

September 30, 1959

to yeti |t f ‘
7Mr. William J. Niemi, pepe

|
Regional Engineer,

|-Bureau of Public Roads, BmFederal Building, IJuneau, Alaska
Dear Mr. Niemi:

I am writing you at this time as Mr. Bartlett is —

away from Washington,
A communication has come into the office from ~Mr. A. H. Thomack of Clam Gulch. With his letterMr. Thomack enclosed a petition calling for the immediatecompletion and paving of the Sterling Highway betweenHomer and Soldatna signed by 248 residents of that area.As you know, from previous correspondence Mr. Bartlett hashad with you and Mr. Downing on this general subject wehave had made available to us the letter you addressed toGovernor Egan on September 9. In replying to Mr. ThomackI supplied him with cop, © that letter. The questionwhich now occurs to me is whether or not vou may have anylater plans which would pruvide Uiiporary resie!l unter ful-fillment of the long-term program set forth in your letterto the Governor has been executed. Any information you maybe able to give me will be most deeply appreciated.

Sincerely yours, ,
?

t .“ ee
Mes. Margery G. SmithExecutive Secretary
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P. 6. Box 1961
Juneau, Alaska

10-00.21
October 15, 1959

The Honorable E. L. Bartlett
United States Senate
Washington 25, DB. C.

Dear Senator Bartlett:
Please refer to letter of September 30, 1959 written tothis office by Mrs. Margery G. Smith, Executive Secretary, duringyour absence, and which concerns the Sterling Highway betweenHomer and Soldotna.

In accordance with established policy your inquiry is beingdirected to our Washington Office for reply.

Very truly yours,

Wm. J. Niemi
Regional Engineer

cc: Mr, Royster,"
Wash. ,DC
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ERNEST GRUENING GEORGE SUNDBORG
ALASKA ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

HOME ADDRESS: HERBERT W. BEASERBox 1001
JUNEAU, ALASKA |Critfed States enate LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANT

WASHINGTON, D.C.

October 19, 1959

Mr. Paul, F. Royster
Assistant to the Federal Highway

Administrator
Bureau of Public Roads
U. S. Dept. of Commerce
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Royster:

With further reference to the matter about which
you wrote Senator Gruening on October 9th, namely the plans
of the Bureau of Public Roads to complete paving of the Sterling
Highway from Soldatna to Homer, I would like to send you some
information just received from the Kenai Peninsula. I do this‘
in the absence of Senator Gruening who is still traveling abroad
with the Senate subcommittee.

Mr. Homer S. Thompson, manager of Kenai Peninsula
Public Utility District No. 1 at Homer, Alaska, has written to
the Senator as follows:
" If ever an agency of the Federal Government has been
incompetent in its assigned mission, that of the maintenance of
the gravelled highway between Soldatna and Homer, Alaska, we have
a prize example.
" It is most noticeable that where little or no maintenance
is accomplishedby the Bureau, the road is in better condition, but
when these BPR road maintainers get to the road, we find the large
boulders piled in the center of the road, burms left in the road,
snow piled 4 feet deep in front of residents driveways, ditches
ruming over with water due to lack of ditch clearance of weeds,
many blind corners due to the failure of the department to remove
such hazards as trees, and weeds and I could go on and on.

" It seems reasonable to draw the conclusion that the Bureau
of Public Roads have few if any standards of maintenance or performance
of maintenance,-and incredibly, that local, regional and division

ot
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Mr. Paul F. Royster October 19, 1959 Page 2

supervision is either indifferent or unaware of the existing defi-
ciencies.
" Hardly a day goes by that some resident traveling the
Sterling Highway in his vehicle doesn't pick up a piece of grader
blade to destroy a $35.00 to $50.00 tire. The simple operator
maintenance of removing curled up pieces of steel on the grader
blade prior to operation of the grader is apparently not performed.
" From a personal standpoint, I make about (10) ten trips
per year to Anchorage by vehicle over the Sterling Highway, and
almost without exception, this 80 mile stretch of“Aighway costs me
one tire and tube to a value of $42.00.
" As Senator Gruening pointed out in his letter of 2 September,
1959 to Mr. Niemi, we do not look forward with anticipation of four
more seasons of the same conditions nowprevailing."

We hope that the recent inspection visit which Mr. William
J. Niemi, your regional engineer at Juneau, made to the Kenai Penin-
sula will result in correction of this unfortunate situation.

Sincerely yours,

Ue. lice é
| oe

i Ahori (
i
i

GEORGE SUNDBORG |

VY

PRi “EMLEGsee

SANDY JEUONEN Su} JO SBuIpjoly payissefaq / payisseioun ou} Wo psonpodey



STVIDARD FORM NO, 64

BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADSGle Office Memorandum + wNirEd STATES GOVERNMENT

TO
23-00

FROM
10-00

SUBJECT:

i: Mr. Paul F. Royster, Assistant Commissioner DATE: September 29, 1959for Operations, Washington, D. C.
* Wm. J. Niemi, Regional Engineer

KW)Juneau, Alaska

Congressional Correspondence Senator Ernest Gruening glalanes sols :

pe PR =

Senator Ernest Gruening's letter of September 14, 1959, and myinterim reply of September 17 pertain to maintenance of the Sterlinghighway to Homer, Alaska,

‘-In company with Richard A, Downing, Commissioner, Alaska
Department of Public Works, and M. C, Zimmerman, Division Engineer,Bureau of Public Roads, Anchorage Division, | made a personal inspectionon September 21 of the gravel-sur faced Sterling highway between Homerand Soldotna, a distance of 79 miles, We found the surface maintenance
good and it was possible to drive the entire distance comfortably ata speed of 40 to 50 miles per hour. The date of inspection fell -Monday following two days of inactivity by the maintenance forces
during the weekend so the road should have been at its worst condition.Commissioner Downing commented on the excellence of the maintenanceand we concur in this observation.

Neither the Anchorage Division office nor Regional headquartershas received any letters of complaint about the maintenance betweenHomer and Soldotna. I+ was assumed that perhaps some difficulty hadbeen experienced by travelers in the past on the 19-mile section underconstruction between Homer and Anchor River. The project engineerstated that during a period of 3 days this summer heavy rains, one of30 hours' duration, madea section of the construction zone extremelysoft for passenger autothobiles and some assistance was required to keeptraffic moving. There were’ no detours possible at the point where thetrouble occurred, a section about [500 feet long. When the roadbeddried out sufficiently the section was overlaid with gravel as a normalpart of construction and further serious trouble eliminated.
We have the feeling that the complaints to the Senator are in-tended primarily to hasten the paving of the section of the Sterlinghighway between Soldotna and Homer. Your letter of September 18, 1959,to Senator Gruening realistically outlined the construction programwhich is contemplated for improving and paving thisttast section ofthe Sterling highway. [+ is a very tight. schedule ‘because of the season-ality of Alaska construction but we shall maké* every attempt to meet it.
We regret the need. for passing traktié’ thEough an active construc-tion zone during the improvement of roads but there is no choice in most

age
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Mr, Royster - a oo September 29, 1950

of Alaska where no detours are. avai lable. * our project engineers and
maintenancecrews‘ have’ been alerted to. the need’ for reducing incon-.
venience toa minimum and we believe we are supported in these.
efforts by: the: bulk of. the traveling populace. The attached copy.
of a letter ‘along these: lines

.may be.of timely. interest.
¢ iz

.

Since there was: no need +o correct any |deficiencies in main= f
tenance my .interim reply of September |7 to’ Sénator Gruening may be. _

sufficient. '
We shal | defer sxe) your Judgment

in ‘that
regard.

Attachment 1 i

a
(c ltr

8/31/59.‘BPR fm S/Sgt. John P. Howes, Elmendorf AFB)
t
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Superintendent
Bureau of Public Roads
Juneau, Alaska
Dear Sir:

Recently, while taking an automobile trip through
State, we were rendered invaluable assistance by a member o
your working crew.

Anchorage, Alas
31 August 1959

We were at approximately Mile 153.5, coming from CIRCLE,
Alaska, and approached a crew working on the roads. As the
roads in that area were made particularly treacherous from
the excessive rainfall, we were
fate of speed, We stopned, and

not traveling at any great
the gentteman in the bulidozer

went over some fresh laid gravel to make a path for us to get
through, Abéut half way through, our car bogged down, rightto the frame.

The man operating the dozer, seeing our calamity, immed-~
iately came to our assistance, put a chain on the front of
the car and pulled us out,

This fellow, a8 far as we could see, possesses a very
magnetic personality - furthermore, after being in the rainfor as long as those laborers must have been, my nerves would
have been worn to the breaking point.

Please see that this letter is brought to the attention
¥g of said driver, plus his assistant on the 2} ton pick-up,
who helped us as much as was humanly possible. Such relation-
ships between driver and road crews are not easily forgotten.

Be assured that this mants unselfishness in renderingmuch-needed assistance will live long in my memory, and thoseof the personnel traveling with
job well done.

me. Many, many thanks for a

Sincerely,

SEA SePaeG, Wareev
AY B,Qeakoo
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P,Q. Box 1961
Juneau, Alaska

10-00 September 17, 4959

The Honorable Ernest Gruening
United States Senate
Washington, B. £.

My dear Senator Gruening:

Your letter of September 14, 1959, reports another complaint
‘regarding the meintenance of the Homer highway, now under extensive
reconstruction in preparation for paving.

| wilt make a personal inspection of the road during a fleld -

trip to that area on September 21. Any deficiencies that are cor~
rectable will receive my personal attention at the site. tf this

|

Jbwvestigation raveats a situation that requires a further report,
you witl be advised through our Washington office.

Sincerely yours,

Wa. J. Niemi
Regional Engineer

cc: Mr. Royster, Washington office, w/c Senator Gruening's Itr 9/14

pR S013
i4
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_akG CHAIRMAN
FRANCIS CASE, 5. DAK.

verte
THOMAS E. MARTIN IOWA

_-/8ERGER, OREG, JOHN SHERMAN COOPER, KY.

iow MANDOLPH, W. VA. HUGH SCOTT. PA.
wwENE J. MCCARTHY, MINN. WINSTON L. PROUTY, VT.

\
“TEPHEN M. YOUNG, OHIO
TEPHEN Mi, YOUNG.

Wlrnifes States Henate
NEST GRUENING, ALASKA
ANK E. MOSS, UTAH

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS

IRVING Tf. MOORE, CHIEF CLERK

September 14, 19

Mr. William J. Niemi
Regional Engineer
Bureau of Public Roads
Federal Building
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Bill:

I have another complaint about the condition of the
Homer highway, and I hope that you will take some real
action to improve the situation and not merely note that

be the protests exist.

Cordially yours,

Ciel
OVSWETICE CRITPWING

PR S043
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ERNFST GRUENING GEORGE SUNDBORG
ALASKA ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

HOME ADDRESS: HERBERT W. BEASERBox 1001

JUNEAU, ALASKA “2 (nifed Dtatep2 Dewate LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANT

WASHINGTON, D.C.

September 29, 1959

Mr. Paul F. Royster
Assistant to the Federal

Highway Administrator
Bureau of Public Roads
Washington 25, D. Cc.

Dear Mr. Royster:
In the absence of Senator Gruening, who

is traveling in Russia with a Senate subcommittee,I wish to acknowledge your letter of September 18th
which deals with the plans of the Bureau of Public
Roads to complete the paving of the Sterling
Highway.

Senator Gruening has just received a pe-tition signed by 274 residents of the Kenai
Peninsula urging that work on the paving between
Homer and Soldatna be expedited. This petition,
iwhich we think indicates considerable dissatis-
‘faction with the performance of the BPR in that
part of Alaska, is enclosed.

We ask that the expression of these con-
stituents be considered and that you do, as you
indicate in your September 18th letter is your
intention, step up the program for improvement of
the Sterling Highway.

|

“sincerely yours,

Abe ad sie edema oe
eee ee,

/ GEORGE SUNDBORG
fo.

Enclosure | i
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PETITEON

For the immediate. completion and paving of the Sterling-‘Hyway between Homer an Soldotna.
We the unersigned Merchants and Peoples sérved: py said

Hywaydo‘hereby Petition and Demand that, our Senators and
‘Congressmen do. tafe: immediate and necessary |action to expeditethismatter.
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PETITION

For the immediate completion and paving of the Sterling-Uywey between Homer and Soldotna,
We the undersigned Merchantsand peoples servedby saidHywey do hereby Petitton that our Senators aldCongressmen do take immadiate and necessary action toexpedite this metter.
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