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HOME ADDRESS:
. Box 1001SS. JUNEAU, ALASKA

EST GRUENING GEORGE SUNDBORG
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

+
HERBERT W. BEASER

Mnrifed Dtlates Senate LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANT

WASHINGTON, D.C.

October 12, 1959

Mr. Paul F. RoysterAssistant Commissioner in Chargeof Office Operations
Bureau of Public Roads
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr, Royster:
By direction of Senator Gruening, who is

traveling in Russia with a Senate subcommittee, Iwrite to say that the Senator is in agreement with
the letter which Grayson C. Aller of Cordova,
Alaska, wrote to you September 30th protesting
what is described as an order by the BPR to burm
discarded bridge timbers in preference to letting
them be used by residents of the area.

We feel that the action described by Mr.
Allen is wasteful in the extreme and that you should
act promptly to see that such timbers as are usable
are made available to residents of the area who
desire them,

Sincerely yours,

GEORGE SUNDBORG /
Administrative Assistant /
to Senator Gruening
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STANDARD FORM NO, 64

BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS

Office Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO 3

Z3-/0FROM
10-00.21

SUBJECT:

Mr. Paul F. Royster, Assistant Commissioner
for Operations, Washington, D. C. DATE: November 4, afTIE ON: Mr. E. e — rt ‘ATTENTION E. Exrha

ZL,Af
Wm. J. Niemi, Regional Engineer

4 aa ale
Juneau, Alaska “ a

fot
Bridge Timber - Copper River Road

Reference is made to your memorandum of October 13, 1959 with
copies of correspondence with Senator Gruening and RepresentativeRivers on the burning of dismantled bridge timbers on Project $-0851(6),Mile 9-13, Copper River Highway. The needed information from the -

field had to come via Valdez where it was delayed for a number of days
by storms which grounded airplanes.

A thorough field investigation shows these old timbers to be
of questionable value; in fact, had it not been for the questionraised they would all have been disposed of by burning. In deference |to those who might be interested in purchasing them, those that are
in the better condition will be stockpiled and advertised for sale.

In a conversation with Mr. Grayson Allen an attempt was madeto find out what citizens in Cordova were interested in these bridge
timbers. His replies were vague and evasive and it appears he was
the only interested person. At this point it is relevant to mention
that a local contractor, Mr. George Date of Cordova,has a large supplyof much better stringers for sale at’ $30 a MBM or approximately $10
per timber. They are almost new and, at the price, very reasonable.

It would not be too presumptive to predict that these old
bridge timbers will find no buyers and the State will be burdened with
the additional expense of their disposal through their maintenance
operations, The attached photo will give a good impression of the
general condition of the stringers. All have rot at either end and
where they rested on the intermediate bent.

The handling of this matter in the field seems to be resolved
to everyone's satisfaction and it is doubtful if any further questionwill be raised.

Attachment
As noted above

wee
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BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS ben)

Office Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Mr. Paul F. Royster, Assistant Commissioner for DATE: October 16, 1959
Operations, Washington 25, D. C,AS-fe . Ref: Proj. FH 32-A5FROM : Wm. J. Niemi, Regional Engin Proj. S-0851(6)10-00.21 Juneau, Alaska mA

SUBJECT: Bridge Timber ~ Project FH 3245 and 8~0851(6) ~ CopperRiver Highway
os

(eu. Crofesed “oak,
Reference is made to: your memorandum of October 13, 1959,relative to complaints concerning the burning of dismantled bridgetimbers as made by Mr. Grayson C. Allen of Cordova, Alaska.
An investigation is underway to determine the several aspectsin regard to this situation and as quickly as all facts are obtaineda complete report will be made. As an interim report, we can offerthe following:

The bridges in question are those that remained of the old
Copper River railroad, and were put into use as highway bridges sub.
sequent to the abandonment of the railroad in 1938. ‘The rails andties were taken off and replaced with one-way untreated deck suitablefor highway traffic. The old untreated wooden stringers « 8'*x18"x304!long rested on untreated wooden caps and piling, continuous over two15' spans,

The present wooden decks are practically worthless and will
no doubt be consumed by fire. We do not know the exact age of the
stringers, but it can be reasonable assumed that they were in placefor 10 to 20 years prior to abandonment of the railroad in 1938.
They are untreated and due to their age there may be some questionas to their present value. However, our contract provides thatthe contractor shall salvage and stockpile any part of the old bridgethat is salvable. Our field forces are now making a survey for the
purpose of making this.determination. Any timbers that have salvagevalue will be stockpiledon the project in accordance with the termsof the contract. | ~ * .

As to the ultimate.disposition of any stockpiled bridge materialsit has been our experience that timbers of this nature are exeedinglyvaluable in our maintenance activities. However, in view of thelocal demand, arrangements for sale of the usable stringers could be
made through our established advertising and bidding procedures,

This shouldbe treated as an interim report pending furtheradvice from our field offices. .
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Office Memorandum + ontrep states GOVERNMENT

STANDARD FORM NO. 64

TO : Files L DATE: November 13, 1959

prom : Ce A. Lewis ()
d

SUBJECT: Congressional Inquiry Relative Removal of Snow from Driveway
Entrance in Alaska.

ae

An inquiry was received from Senator Bartlett's office via
telephone on November 12 relative to the removal of snow from drive-
way entrances, with particular reference to the entrance to Gateway
Lodge Glenallen.

This subject was one involving considerable correspondence
last year. The proprietor of Gateway Lodge, Mrs. Blanche D. Dykes,
had questioned Public Roads policy which was opposed to the removal
of snow from driveway entrances in connection with snow removal
operationson the main highways. Mr. Royster's letter of May 20,
1959 to Senator Bartlett regarding this matter advised of the
magnitude of the snow removal problem in Alaska and of the great
number of driveways located within the wide scope of Public Roads
maintenance operations. A report was also made of a canvass of 195
lodges, stores and other business establishments along several high-
ways and of the satisfactory arrangements made for removal of snow
from driveway entrances to these areas.

It was my understanding from the November 12 inquiry that
Mrs. Dykes, in her recent communication with the Senator, has con-
sidered that the snow removal policy may have been revised since
Alaska, became a State. I was advised that Mrs. Dykes is willing
to reimbursethe Bureau (or the State) for snow removal services if
such service can now be provided. The Senator's assistant questioned
whether Mrs. Dykes' proposal should be directed to Public Roads or to
the State.

The Senator's office was advised that insofar as we know there
was no change in Public Roads policy regarding the removal of snow
from driveway entrances. The arrangement for certain continued opera~tions in Alaska in accordance with an agreement with the State was

,

briefly discussed. With consideration given to the previous communica~
' tions on this subject of snow removal, and to Public Roads present
relationship with the State in maintenance operations, the Senator's
‘office was advised that it appeared that Mrs. Dykes' current proposal
might best be directed to the State,

SAAIUQY |BUONEN Sj Jo SHuIpjoyy paylssejoacy / payssejoun au) wos} peonporday
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Sonerable Ryenest GruanineUnited States Senate
Vaeshington, DB. o.

Dene Servter Gruenine:

He. Sundhorg's Letters of October 15 to Reglonad. EngineerNien conterning a complaint made by Nis. Lars M. Nelson, Anchorayve,shout "“Goveruuent Property ~ No Trespageing” siens on sections ofthe Denali Wighwy was referred to this office Por reply.
My. Niewl has advised that the Signs referred to byHire. Helaon are posted at borrow plt areus where use of thematerial has been reserved for road maintenance operations andfor later use in necessary reconstruction of the roed. One ofthe prihuery purposes in posting these areas is to alert thepublic to the status of the Land so as to avoid inadvertentselection of the pit oress for homesteads, hosesdtes or businessaltes, which would reasubt in complications for both the publicand the Government.

No objection has been made to use of the borreyg pLt areasby the public for plinieking ox camping purposes provided suchuse dogs not daterfere with the dperahions of road maintermnceforced.

We trust that the above informntion will permit the
development, of & netisfactory reply to your constituent.

Sineerely yours,

Paul. F. Royster
Asaistant to the

Federed iMehway Aduinistrator
EEErhart/tb
Control No. PR 5204 (11/10/59)
ec: Files (2)

Federal Hwy. Projs. Div. -———
Mr. B. D. Tallamy

Mr. E. L.
arms trong \ . prougiMr. Royster ~ Rm. 81 Cleacea Ihreuge TdMr. Wed - Niemi (2-cc) -aministrator'’s Corresnondence U

CC Unit - Rm. 810
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40 FORM NO. 64

BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS

- Office Memorandum + ownrrep stares GOVERNMENT
TO
23-00

FROM

10-00.21

SUBJECT:

Mr. Paul F. Royster, Assistant Commissioner
for Operations, Washington, D. C. DATE: November 6, 1959

ATTENTION: Mr. E. E. Erhart

Wm. J. Niemi, Regional Engineer
Juneau, Alaska

Complaint re "Government Property No Trespassing't Signs on
Denali Highway

Reference is made to my memorandum of October 20, 1959 trans-
mitting copy of letter from the office of Senator Gruening and my
reply to him concerning a complaint with respect to certain signs
posted along the Denali Highway.

These "Government Property - No Trespassing" signs are posted
at borrow pit areas to which we have

establistied
rights for the

material for use in our maintenance operation and for later use on
construction projects. One of the prime purposes of the signs is to
alert the public to the status of the land so they will not inadvert-
ently stake these areas for homesteads, homesites or business sites.
The complications that could result are quite obvious.

There is no objection to the public picnicking or camping in
these pits when our maintenance crews are not actually working in them.
We have frequently noted that many tourists make use of borrow pitsfor camping spots throughout most of the interior road system during
the summer vacation season.
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BP. OO. Box 1961
Juneau, Alaska

19-00.21 October 21, 1959

The Honorable Sengter Erneat Gruening
United States Senate
Senate Office Building
Washington 25, DB. €.

Dear Senator Gruening:

The circumstances concerning the "Government Property ~No
frespassing" signs on the Denali Highway over which a Mrs. Lars M.
Welson of Anchorage raised a complaintare being investigated.

In accordance with our established policy, a reply to your
October 15 letter concerning this matter will be made by our
Washington Office.

Very truly yours,

Wm. J. Nient
Regional Engineer

cc: Mr. Royster be
Fairbanks Division
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2A NO, 64
BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS

COffice Memorandum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
ve Mr. Paul F. Royster, Assistant Commissioner

TO : for Operations, Washington, D. C. DATE: October 20, 1959

23-00 ATTENTION: Mr. Ee Be Erhart

‘FROM : Wm, J. Niemi, Regional Engine
10-00.21 Juneau, Alaska Zu
SUBJECT: Complaint re “Government Property ~ No Trespassing'' signs on

Denali Highway
,

Attached is copy of letter dated October 15, 1959 from the
office of Senator Gruening quoting a complaint of a Mrs. Lars M.

Nelson with regard to "Government Property - No Trespassing" signs
on the Denali Highway.

We are contacting our Fairbanks Division for details con-
cerning these signs and will advise you immediately of our findings.
Senator Gruening's office is being advised that a reply will be
received from you concerning this matter. ,

Attachment
As noted above
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FRANCIS CASE, S$ OAK.
WAARA MICH, THOMAS E. MARTIN, IOWA

ey o'.. NEUBERGER, OREG,. JOHN SHERMAN COOPER, KY..
_witaos RANDOLPH, W. VA, HUGH SCOTT, PA.

t
Wr SUGENE J, MC CARTHY. MINN, WINSTON L. PROUTY, VT.

IVC if 2 St { S {STEPHEN M. YOUNG, OHIO.7 EOMUND S$. MUSKIE, MAINE WY e a es
a“ ERNEST GRUENING, ALASKA
’ FRANK E. MOSS, UTAH COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS

IRVING £. MOORE, CHIEF CLERK

October 15, 1959

Mr. William J. Niemi,
Regional Engineer,
Bureau of Public Roads
Federal Bldg.
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Bill:

Recently, Senator Gruening received 4 letter from Mrs. Lars M.
Nelson, P. 0. Box 4-067, Spenard Branch, Anchorage, reporting distress
over the fact that from approximately Mile SG to Mile 108, on the
Denali Highway, the south side of the right-of-way is posted with large
"Government Property - No Trespassing" signs. From Mile 108 to the
park entrance, according to Mrs. Nelson, these signs are posted on both
Bides of the road.

To quote Mrs. Nelson's letter:

"On large stretches of this 65 posted miles it is possible
to see for miles across the tundra without seeing anythingthat any normally law abiding citizen who could be expectedto pay any attention to the signs could possibly damage.
As long as this is still supposed to be a country of, by
and for the people, I would greatly appreciate it if you

7 would look into this matter and if possible let me know
by whose authority and why they are there."

We would appreciate your advising who posted the signs, and why.

With kindest personal regards, I am

Simerely yours,

pe
, GEORGE SUNDBORG

Administrative Assistant to
Senator Gruening

pr 5204
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WARREN G, MAGNUSON, WASH., CHAIRMAN.
JOHN ©. PASTORE, RI. ANDREW F. SCHOEPPEL, KANS.A. 5S. MIKE MONRONEY, OKLA, JOHN MARSHALL BUTLER, MD.GEORGE A, SMATHERS, FLA, NORRIS COTTON, N.H.STROM THURMOND, S.C, CLIFFORD P. CASE, NJ.FRANK J. LAUSCHE, OHIO THRUSTON B. MORTON, KY.“LPH YARBOROUGH, TEX. HUGH SCOTT, PA. “a (nifed Dlates Denate Wy D4 ‘MR UENGLE, CALIF.

weVANCE
HARTKE,

Ine COMMITTEE ONGALE W. MC GEE, wyo, INTERSTATE AND FOREIGN COMMERCE
EDWARD JARRETT, CHIEF CLERK

October 28, 1959

Me. Paul F. Royster, .
|Assistant to the Federal Highway Administrator,Bureau of Public Roads,

Department of Commerce,
Washington 255 D. Ce

Dear Mr. Royster:
Thank you very much for your completely ex-

planatory letter of October 22 setting forth the present
plans for completion and paving of the sterling Highway
in Alaska.

Sincerely yours,

BE. L. tlett
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