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ALASKA °

HOME ADDRESS:
Box 1001
B JUNEAU, ALASKA

RNEST GRUENING

GEORGE SUNDBORG

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

HERBERT W. BEASER

Wlnifed Hiafes Denafe LESSLATIVE ASsiETANT

WASHINGTON, D.C.

QOctober 12, 1959
Mr. Paul F. Royster

Assistant Commissioner in Charge
of Office Operations

Bureau of Public Roads

Washington 25, D. C.
Dear Mr, Royster:

By direction of Senator Gruening, who is
traveling in Russia with a Senate subcommittee, I
write to say that the Senator is in agreement with
the letter which Grayson C. Allen of Cordova,
Alaska, wrote to you September 30th protesting
what is described as an order by the BPR to burn
discarded bridge timbers in preference to letting
them be used by residents of the area.

We feel that the action described by Mr.
Allen is wasteful in the extreme and that you should
act promptly to see that such timbers as are usable
are made available to residents of the area who
desire them.

Sincerely yours,

GEORgE SUNDBORG

Administrative Assistant
to Senator Gruening

PR 5176
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ROV 2 3 1958

Honoreblie Premet Svonelng
fndded Stabos Spnebe
Washington, B, O,

Peny Bopoitor Gruening:

Roference is oade o oy detber of Oetober 13 velstive to the
bursing of dlemsotied bridge tivbers on consbruction projects in
Aloshe, & procbtice vhich ves mussbtioned by Me. Gravaon ¢l Alten of
Dordons.

We are sow in recelpt of eddiblonel dnforootion fovuvurded
Prwe our roglonnd angineey ol Juveny, ¥ bod boon reguonted to
Invonbigabe this metber. Yhis infoveodion obtelned through our
fieid offive ot Valder was delnyed soversl days boosuse of abtorne
which grownded alevplenes serving thet ergs.

& Ghoroweh Irvesbiyntion hee reveelad the old sivbers to ba
ol guswtionable vwalue. Thote weebovs sow frow bridges thed renmnined
fpom the wld Copper River reilrosd. Yollowing the sbandonmond of the
adleoad dn 3030, the wells avd tles were tebes off and repleced
with o supewsy deck sulteble for blghvey treffiv. The peesent vooden
deckhe sre wrectionily worthless. ¥We do nob Wvow the soe of the
rddpe ohringers, bowever, 11 ey be vessooebly asspoed that Shey
wers dn place from A0 e B oyeers prior o the sbandement of dhe
radivoad. With consideomtilon piven to our continulng selrtensnce
sotivition, wnd with the ohjsctive of ninisizing the woeste of waeble
maberinl, owr present contesols on eobive projocte require thot old
bridge vaterieds of salvage vedue shell be selvaged and stockplled.
Althoush These vpeble soberinls vere coubemplated for sslumtesunce
poarpesas, 1T the locad dewsod is suwlficiently grent, syisugemonis cen
be made for the purehess of these naberisls through seteablished
edvertisiag end Lidling prosofures.
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Sepboper seberinte which wee senerally bolny bureed are those
whleh bave sob ob elther ond sod vhore they were in contooct with the
intereediote bonb. IP thess were siochpiled 1% i very doubbtinl
chat seompective burers would be Interested in thew, sud the Stule
wonld be burdensd with the edditionel expense of dleposing of The
mmberinl.

An pnmuesessiul abtonpt wes pede o sscertadn the mmoos ol
eitiseas fn Covdurs who sty hove beoen drherested dn the old meterisls.
fowever, in the swent Durbber lotegest do this cegerd shopld be
axpresred by the lonsd eitizmns, ve howe beon sdvised thel used
shrisgere in gosd conditlion moy be puvechosed feom Me. Georpe Dete of
Covdove { & loced contysctor) 8% o very ressonsble peloe.

Undoubbediy thooe meterials are sunesior dn guallty to sey that owy
comybrnotorn way ealvmse Sros the structures peferred b chove.

Adthough ot PLeid Invesbigntion indiecobed the handlilng of
Stgmentled waboriels sppenred to heve been conducted sebisfectordliy,
you soy be sosoad thed every yeosowble efTort will be teken Lo
edniniee the weebe ol selvegseble setoeisle o Subere operailions.

B bwast thed the above movldes ey sdeguete yeply bo your
ingoley, bowdver, 1Y sdditionsl fnfomabion iz desdived we shadl be
plesped o alvise you fuvther geon recedpt of your reguest.

t
Sluoerely yours,

Momd Peo Rovetey
dseintant to the
Fedevel Highway Andaistrator
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Serial number of photograph and
negative if applicable fundi
.. Office that requested the pholograph ) J

Lozatiom i Ahsh, Tudicial Drstmt. atlor
nea whieir cammunity, Cordova

Exact location by highway milepost or
sieets. L0 Mile, Copper River Hwy.

FAS 851
Project iterm No. (if applicable) 420.(2)

Compass direction (of camera)NOX Eh,

Weather ccnditions at the scene Clou‘iy

L

Time of day and date tekent 1300 a.m,10/ %.8[.

Name. and address of

Photogra pher._.James. W, Kasson . . ... l

Where negative is filed No negative

' bertaken... SRS




T STANDARD FoRM NO, 64

BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS

Oﬂice Memomndum o« UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

10 :
2300
23-/0

FROM
10-00,21

SUBJECT:

Mr. Paul F. Royster, A581stant Commissioner

for Operations, Washington, D. C. DATE: November &4, 1959
ATTENTION: Mr. E. E, Erhart /45x$%}ﬂﬁ/
Wm. J. Niemi, Regional Engineer ‘ é/ﬁyf

Juneau, Alaska fﬁ {

‘ " L
Bridge Timber - Copper River Road

Reference is made to your memorandum of October 13, 1959 with
copies of correspondence with Senator Gruening and Representative
Rivers on’ the burning of dismantled bridge timbers on Project $-0851(6),
Mile 9-13, Copper River Highway. The needed information from the -
field had to come via Valdez where it was delayed for a number of days
by storms which grounded airplanes.

A thorough field investigation shows these old timbers to be
of questionable value, in fact, had it not been for the question
raised they would all have been disposed of by burningo In deference
to those who might be interested in purchasing them, those that are
in the better condition will be stockpiled and advertised for sale°

In a conversatlon with Mr, Grayson Allen an attempt was made
to find out what citizens in Cordova were interested in these bridge
timbers. His replies were vague ‘and evasive and it appears he was
the only interested person. At this point it is relevant to mention
that a local contractor, Mr. George Date of Cordova, has a large supply
of much better stringers for sale at $30 a MBM or approximately $10
per timber. They are almost new and, at the price, very reasonable.

It would not.be too presumptive to predict that these old
bridge timbers will find no buyers and the State will be burdened with
the additional expense of their disposal through their maintenance
operations. The attached photo will give a good impression of the
general condition of the stringers. All 'have rot at either end and
where they rested on the intermediate bent.

The handling of this matter in the field seems to be resolved
to everyone's satisfaction and it is doubtful if any further question
will be raised.

Attachment
As noted above

g
:
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"L STANDARD FORM NO. 84

BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS | /@é’ffm

O]ﬁce Memomnd%m ° UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

: Mr. Paul F.;Roystér, Assistant Commissioner for DATE: Qctober 16, 1959

TO
~23=00 ' Operationms, Washington 25, D. C.
AX3-/2 : [ Ref: Proj. FH 32-45
FROM : Wm. J. Niemi, Regional Engin ; Proj. 8-0851(6)

10-00.21  Juneau, Alaska

SUBJECT

: Bridge Timber -~ Project FH 32LA5 and 8$~0851(6) - Copper
River Highway ‘

@ O 15

Reference is made to- your memorandum of October 13, 1959,
relative to complaints concerning the burning of dismantled bridge
timbers as made by Mr. Grayson C. Allen of Cordova, Alaska.

An in&estigation is underway to determine the several aspects
in regard to this situation and as quickly as all facts are obtained
a complete report will be made. As an interim report, we can offer
the following: ‘ \

The bridges in question are those that remained of the old
Copper River railroad, and were put into use as highway bridges sub.
sequent to the abandonment of the railroad in 1938. The rails and
ties were taken off and replaced with one-way untreated deck suitable
for highway traffic. The old untreated wooden stringers « 8“x18"x30¢'
long rested on unﬁreated wooden caps and piling, continuous over two
15' spans, ?

The present wooden decks are practically worthless and will
no doubt be consumed by fire. We do not know the exact age of the
stringers, but it can be reasonable assumed that they were in place
for 10 to 20 years prior to abandomment of the railroad in 1938.
They are untreated and due to their age there may be some question
as to their present value. However, our contract provides that
the contractor shall salvage and stockpile any part of the old bridge
that is salvable., Our field forces are now making a survey for the
purpose of making this.determination. Any timbers that have salvage
value will be stockpiled on ‘the project in accordance with the terms
of the contract. . D . '

e
B .

As to the ultimate.disposition of any stockpiled bridge materials
it has been our experience that timbers of this nature are exeedingly
valuable in our maintenance activities. However, in view of the
local demand;"arrapgémgnts for sale of the usable stringers could be
made through our éétgblished advertising and bidding procedures.

This shoﬁldgbe treated as an interim report peﬁaing further -
advice from our field offices. = N S
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STANDARD FORM NO 64

Mot 3, g 2 & L i;i
 BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS Y pufov &‘4,‘”@%]”. gqyeﬁg,
Oﬂice Memomndum . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Files ? g }67 DATE: - November 13, 1959
oM Co A Lewis () a
SUBJECT:

Congressidnal Iﬁquiry Relative Removal of Snow from Driveway
Entrance in Alaska. :

it
_,,...4-/”“

An}inquirygwas received from Senabor Bartlett's office via
telephone on Nbvember 12 relative to the removal of snow from drive-
way entrances, w1th parﬁicular reference to the entrance to Gateway
Lodge at’ Glenallen. : :

This subgect was one invelving considerable correspondence
last year. The proprletor of Gateway Lodge, Mrs, Blanche D. Dykes,
had questloned Public Roads policy which was opposed to the removal
of snow. from driveway entrances in connection with snow removal
operatlons on the main highways. Royster s letter of Mey 20,
1959 to Senator Bartlett regarding this matter advised of the
magnitude of the snow. removal problem in Alaska and of the great
number of driveways located within the wide scope of Public Roads
maintenance operatlons. A report was also made of a canvass of 195
lodges, stores and other business establishments along several high-
ways and of the satlsfactory arrangements made for removal of snow
from driveway entrances to these areas.

It was my understandlng from the November 12 inquiry that
Mrs. Dykes, in her recent communication with the Senator, has con-
sidered that the snow removal policy mey have been revised since
Alasks became a State. I was advised that Mrs. Dykes is willing
to reimburse the Bureau (or the State) for snmow removal services if
such service can now be provided. The Senator's assistant questioned

whether Mrs, Dykes proposal should be directed to Public Roads or to
the State.

The Senator's office was advised that insofar as we know there
was no change in Public Roads policy regarding the removal of snow
from driveway entrances. The ‘arrangement for certain continued opera-
tions in Alasgks in accordance with an ‘agreement with the State was
briefly discussed. With consideration given to the previous communica-

~ tions on this subaect of snow removal, and to Public Roads present
relationship with the State in maintenance operations, the Senator's
‘office was advised that it appeared that Mrs. Dykes' current proposal
might best be directed to the State,
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£3-10 NOY 1 ¢ 1959

Honorable Fenest Gruening
United Stobes Senshe
Veshington, D, §.

Boar Senator Gruening:

He. Sundborg's letter of October 15 to Reglonal Ingineey
Niemt concerning o complsint made by Mes. Lexs M. Nelson, Anchorage,
shout "Govermuent Property - No Trespaneing” sigos on sections of
the Depali Highwny was referred to this office for reply.

Mp. Nienl bas pdvised that the signs referved to by
Hrs. Uelson are posted at borrow Pt aress where use of the
material has been reserved for rosd mmintensnce operations snd
for iater use in pecessary recopstruction of the rond.  One of
the primery purposes in poeting these aress is o alert the
public o the status of the land =0 as to avoid Isdvertent
salectdon of the pit oress fop homesteads, homesites or Wuwiness
slles, which would result in complications fop Hoth the public
ond the Govermment.

No objection hes been made t0 use of the borrow pit preas
by the publle for plenieking or canpdng purpnses provided such
upe dovs not interfere with the sperations of rosd meintenance
Forced. ‘

We trust that the above information will permlt The
developuent of o satisfectory reply to your constituent.

Sincerely yours,

Fanl ¥. Royster
Aspistant to the
Federal ooy Administrator
EEErhart/tb
Control No. PR 5204 (11/10/59)
cc: Files (2)
Federal Hwy. Projs. Div..———
Mr. B. D. Tallamy
Mr. E. L. Armstrong s
Mr. Royster - Rm. 814 glenoed ';:ariugﬁdeme .
Mr. W. J. Niemi (2-cc) samipistrator’s Correspona®
CC Unit - Rm. 810 :
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TO
23-00

FROM
10-00.21

SUBJECT:

BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS

'  f ce Memomnd%m + UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Sy

Mr. Paul F, Royster, Assistant Commi ssioner
for Operations, Washlngton, D. G,
ATTENTION, Mr, E E. Erhart

Wme. J, Niemx, Regional Engineer Vﬁpﬁ
Juneau, Alaska

DATE: November 6, 1959

Complaint re "Government Property - No Trespassing" Signs on
Denali Highway

Reference is made to my memorandum of October 20, 1959 trans~-
mitting copy of letter from the office of Senator Gruening and my
reply to him concerning a complaint with respect to certain signs
posted along the Denali Highway.

: These "Government Property - No Trespassing“ signs are posted
at borrow pit areas to which we have establiszed rights for the
material for use in our maintenance operations and for later use on
construction projects. One of the prime purboses of the signs is to
alert the public to the status of the land so they will not inadvert-
ently stake these areas for homesteads, homesites or business sites.
The complications that could result are quite obvious.

There is no objection to the public picnicking or camping in
these pits when our maintenance crews are not actually working in them.
We have frequently noted that many tourists make use of borrow pits

for camping spots throughout most of the interior road system during
the summer vacation season.
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Juneau, Alaska

10-00.21 October 21, 1959

' The Honorable Sengtor Ernest Gruening
United States Senate
Senate Office Building
Washiangton 25, D. €.

Dear Senator Gruening:

The circumstances concerning the "Govermment Property - No
Trespassing” signs on the Denali Highway over which a Mrs. Lars M.
Helgon of Anchorage raised a complaint are being Investigated.

In accordance with our established policy, a reply to your
October 15 letter concerning this matter will be made by our
Washington Office.

Very truly yours,

Tm. F. Hiemi
Regional Engineer

cc: Mr, Royster L
Fairbanks Division
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BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS

Mr. Paul F. Royster, Assistant Commissioner
TO : for Ope;ations, ‘Washington, D. C. DATE:  Qctober 20, 1959
23-00 AITENTION'* Mr. E. E. Erhart
‘FROM  : VYim, J. Niemii Regipnal Engine
10-00.21 Juneau,fAlaska /zﬁﬂﬂb

SUBJECT:. Complaint re ‘WGovernment Property - No Trespassing" signs on
Denali Highway

Attached is copy of letter dated October 15, 1959 from the
office of Senator Gruening quoting a complaint of a Mrs. Lars M.
Nelson with regard to "Govermment Property - No Trespassing" signs
on the Denali Highway.

We are contacting our Fairbanks Division for details con-
cerning these signs and will advise you immediately of our findings.
Senator Gruening's office is being advised that a reply will be
received from you concerning this matter.

Attachment
As noted above

LI Lé}syg
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HAVEZ, N. MEX., CHAIRMAN

FRANC!IS CASE, §. DAK.
THOMAS E. MARTIN, IOWA
L. NEUBERGER, OREG, JOHN SHERMAN COOPER, KY,
IGS RANDOLFPH, W, VA, HUGH SCOTT, PA.

GENE. J. MC CARTHY. MINN, WINSTON L. PROUTY, VT. /mt ‘{ b &{ f ’% {

. STEPHEN M. YOUNG, OHIO g
'EDMUND S, MUSKIE, MAINE nt e X eﬁ e a e
ERNEST GRUENING, ALASKA

T FRANK E.. MOSS, UTAH COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS

IRVING £, MOORE, CHIEF CLERK

October 15, 1959

Mr. William J. Niemi,
Reglonal Engineer,
Bureau of Public Roads
Federal Bldg.

Juneau, Alaska

Dear Bill:

Recently, Senstcr Gruening received a letter from Mrs. Lars M.
Nelson, P. O. Box 4-067, Spenard Branch, Anchorage, reporting distress
over the fact that from approximately Mile 3G to Mile 108, on the
Denali Highway, the south side of the right-of-way is posted with large
"Government Property - No Trespassing' signs. From Mile 108 to the
perk entrance, according to Mrs. Nelson, these signs are posted on both
sides of the road.

To quote Mrs. Nelson's letter:

"On large stretches of this 65 posted miles it is possible
to see for miles across the tundra without seeing anything
that any normally law abiding citizen who could be expected
to pay any attention to the signs could possibly damage.
As long as this is still supposed to be a country of, by
and for the people, I would greatly appreciate it if you

. would look into this matter and if possible let me know

by whose authority and why they are there."

We would appreciate your advising who posted the signs, and why.

With kindest personal regards, I am

Simierely yours,

o

/ GEORGE SUNDBORG
Administrative Assistant to
Senator Gruening

pR 5204
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WARREN &. MAGNUSON, WASH,, CHAIRMAN

JOHN O. PASTORE, R.I. ANDREW F. SCHOEPPEL, KANS,
A.. 5. MIKE MONRONEY, OKLA, JOHN MARSHALL BUTLER, MD.
GEORGE A, SMATHERS, FLA, NORRIS COTTON, N.H.

STROM THURMOND,' S.C, CLIFFORD P. CASE, N.J.

y |

/ i

FRANK J. LAUSCHE, OH1G THRUSTON B..MORTON, KY. ?Jc . f b 5 f f % i W %{ ,% ‘

‘LPH YARBOROUGH, TEX. HUGH SCOTT, PA.

e RoUGH, Trie ares ernaie S5
- L. BARTLETT, ALASKA

VANCE HARTKE.'IND. | COMMITTEE OM

GALE W. MC GEE, WYO, INTERSTATE AND FOREIGN COMMERCE
EDWARD JARRETT, CHIEF CLERK

October 28, 1959

Mr. Paul ¥. Royster, .
Assistant to the Federal Highway Administrator,
Bureau of Public Roads,

Department of Commerce,

Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Royster:

Thank you very much for your completely exX~

planatory letter of October 22 setting forth the present
plans for completion and paving of the Sterling Highway
in Alaska.

Sincerely yours,

E. L. tlett
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