
w
ert

LabPe ShafeS

poveetahh, .atse:
Soe .1
wap’

.oe
‘

ue :aun :2

veswe +
.

,.tabaweet‘
myy,

Gal‘va!.
+t

.A
6

.
*Mihy

.
OhteWey :
edPan .

otoatsae
afret

gh

aeninsSeGREAT

IRE
aes

shila}adsNSSESEBAASahaaeaeE
}we petteng,vt

cons;
Ne oe

coreeeeepieSR
ile

Renaevq
«ptemeena

sgh
ath

oneCt
ye“Ree:‘Bson

fIeNeSaoBe(
aa,

j
a

ee
1

iee
t
isme
te

us
us

toems.

by‘ }

‘,o
z

v¥
7‘‘
‘ain aye

s

¥IGne
OARU‘

Na‘+

'

‘

Sag
Fad

BA

meeeieeeoe;

—Se
4

’

:myJu.
s'’

no
Q.

Oe
:

:oes:
»a«a,
ayemy.

.

aaeaSa;

meaHeah
te"Mee

eyaer “oy
Mae.“¢ 8x

'

oa
xul

ae“in
:

AG
gy

Si aNe

t‘a‘

yo, Seaha

Aa
ee

Sans eg eaDSaen

EM
aawed:

:

oeRNsNe.

ve
oe\

4
|

i.
.::. ‘WRAresve8

\StesEE
Aess::

xoeieea
u

a}
‘ m.Bact&5

s
'

ii.

aNaa

ee

aos
a aeOeen RECnaNlaw

ERaes aewe BS

PORN doasses
i

3
WPaRUey

TEAM
tsi

af!
.

eyO

taee.’

ee
esa
oe

See
ees





ReproducedfromtheUnclassified/DeclassifiedHoldingsoftheNationalArchives

*keanysyyony.qoejordAtaadord09ArpageceuocSPAeATNOoyGABTTog
paeApngsfoTwepqwerh&ST,UesTesacysassuyineano“puagSteae

eHeupeapAOZPoetoyy.Of.MaapowerTayFouotiideeqqPurprevay.

SUTSTOYepeTeTaentAims
200Stfxaaonoy“UOTZONAZSsuODteygnepeequnoeatsuadky+qusgard

QaBBOy.‘aseooRPeqtiarTfrupeqyytuxedogTrPeTITSaeowTd
GSOUFSNGHGRINGPSPAMPATLTSOgUs.TiteWoH9tpSTAROT_QOeFqoOUered

ou}UTay4;aepiedkeofsenuyiueosmattengFtehepGangnyamosoe
POTTHISUESq03BAMTITAaceggndpoesqanswarepugBpq.ouUy

"SUPPTASBROATIYprapusgToy}09LeneTo—qyshoyy,GRacoD
agaooeeyuatadTreDargopsgsestoupdeqTTAwton‘uopyoeancsadwurerp

ayJouorgetdueswodg‘*uoHeasqxeuHOMoatpoThpeyosexeoma
SOLOgITYMOSTETEpuypoogSteUssageqgynopaueeToqouenopyossony,

*TROPPPAOQHOUOT,PAOPTAUGSDuypaqoe“watepuegByeayQofpaacusua
uopyaradasipieSUTGedyVepeUseTOStanBUOTTOSS.amoMseArUG

‘eettedprwnoyOFFGOTSTINmoayApenonaTQNOSuOPOPsudegpau
ALOTVeZaOAUPUBOTOWORTFUI9OngO95.ZOQRETTINAUTNOTAeRUT|UD.

qouguaoy*G66r‘GeceqmagdeggoaeqgeTanoUTnokofpaqprogep
PO.ROTPORUPOUNsUpMMSr04PetAeTecuotgengtsayy,

‘kydeaVoTTTOBTUaof
PpeprunaosUseqsey*nesumputATgdeomsTuetiT*ayofodAqpepo
“6G6T*@xaqueacypagep‘nok03re4qeaT,StoURAT“yUyOPay

TAGEReaoqenegsear

*O*dfuoqtarmeay

fas
ban

eypauegGayeiepayrun
PROTICGOTOLSTqatouay

8S6240

OTWEe



We hope thet this information is aufficent to clerify the
sliarblon to your sebiefaction. If we can be of eny further
aselatence please do not hesitate to request 1h.

Sincerely yours,

Paul F. Royster
fasiatant to the

Federal Eighwey Aduinistretor

Weds Niemi:EEE:nk Control No. PR-5385 (12/7/59) See PR-5012 dated 9/24/59cc ~ Files (2) “
Federal Hwy.Projs.Div. a Mr. B. D. Tallany
Mr. We Je Niemi (2-cc) eC Unit
Mr. E. Lo Armstrong Mr. Royster
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STANDARD FORM
NO. 64

m

BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS

Office Memorandum © UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO
23-00

FROM

10-00.2

SUBJECT:

Mr. Paul ¥. Royster, Assistant Commissioner
for Operations, Washington, D. CoA jimATTENTION: Mr. E. E. Erhart e

Wm. J. Niemi, Regional Engineer
Juneau, Alaska

Congressional Correspondence ~ Senator E. L. Bartlett

DATE: December 3, 1959

f
ea

Senator Bartlett visited this office last week and handed me

another letter from Mr. John R. Francis, of Fairbanks, concerning
the drainage situation in Big Bend area. A copy of this letter and

a suggested reply to the Senator are enclosed.

Enclosures:
As noted above
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The Honorable E. L. Bartlett
The United States Senate
Washington 25, D. C.

My Dear Senator Bartlett:
Mr. John R. Francis' letter to you, dated November 2, 1959,

handed by you to Mr. Niemi recently in Juneau, has been forwarded to
this office for reply. ‘

The situation referred to remains unchanged from that described
Af yee nov eke tof ERs of 44 Shelto you in our letter of

September 25, 1959. Apparently that letterelles © gle fbgt ed oPa0 tn ogeeved boot Bbdn care rnas “> cent nants
netclearly—state.—thattheditchcleaning- exation;~begun~35-.fre tte Pott B45 fowdned TB. e deaits , Oo eifut marth SecHans

‘miLes-south
oof, Fairbanks, was earriedsonfée~~only..a.short..distance in .Pant

“phatareas
The-worst_spots-here-were-clesned_outvand the operation

then was moved to the Big Bend area, it being considered the most

critical, The sections not cleaned out between Big Bend and Eielson
Air Force Base are scheduled for work next season. Upon completion
of the drainage correction, work will begin on restricting all private

access across the right-of-way to the standard driveway widths,o eordl tae autoel wade” deve A be sa stolie™
©

athe Big Bend area will-undo ‘dLy-have—to-go—to—curh..and—gutter
at some future date if business continues to expand as it has in the\

“A
AE attpast. The objectionable ditch will then be eliminated but the businesses

will still be permitted only limited access, the same as at present,ey pease aie th wa” Ge FBO cong fowse, Agwatee 9) get coaadiei” & be
We-do-not~believe~the-Statets-reudy—to~provide-these-refinements“at

ease! y yesLge wt Biglows Bremner +

thisctime,

”
-sonlyouy leUOREN By) Jo sBupioy Peyissessaq/ palissejouinay} wioy paonpaudey ‘



Regarding the opinion of Mr. Francis as to the need for drainage
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at Big Bend, our engineers have given this a great deal of study and

believe the culverts are necessary to properly protect the highway.
We hope that this information is sufficient to clarify the

situation to your satisfaction. If we can be of any further assistance
please do not hesitate to request it.

Very truly yours,

°, sSinjouy jeuonBN 24] Jo sBuipjo} payisseiseqpeylssejoun au) wypaonpoidoel



From:

John R. Francis
1542 Bielson Street
Fairbanks, Alaska

November 2, 1959
Dear Senator Bartlett:

I am sending you a copy of letter from B.P. R, Which was sent to your officein Washington, then rwarded to me. This letter states ditching started atmile post #330, located 33 miles south of.Fairbenks, and was continued northtowards Fairbanks. This statement is not true. They also state that no discordon the part of the property owners was encountered until the ditching started in theBig lecture, This is too. rly beesnse there hasn't been any ditching of privateroads or business sites except in the Big Bend area. I amde a personal survey ofthe highway between mile post #330 and the Big Bend area; my findings were thattwenty two business sites were filled in with no culvert 8, from 100 ft to 600 or700 £%, according to the type ofbusinesses. Yhere are 45 private roads withoutculverts, 17 roads (military) without culverts, Even in the Big Bend area where.ditching has been completed, the B.P. BR. forced the regulation only on the businessesthey wished to, One business has written permission for one 24—inch culvert, andone 10-inch culvert, yet the business next to him (20 feet ways) was forced toput in 30-inch culverts. another business has complete frontage filled in withculverts 200 feet with no openings. I understand he has permission also.
where all the water is going to come from to fill these large culverts tsa mystery to me. These ditches have been blocked in many places for as long as thehighway has been here, This entire valley through here is flat, and the only waterever found in the ditches is from gelting snow in the spring. We have had recordsnowfalls in the past two or three years, but we've never had any water problems inthe Big Bend area ever though the ditches have been blocked in many places withoutany water problems, The B.P.R. states in their letter that one business man installedculverts and the rest didn't so water backed up over his

property.
I can't believethis as I have been around this area for several years, and + have never aeen thatmuch water, I talked to all the businessmen in the area and I haven't found anyonewho complained about any water as the B.P.R. Stated, I have offered the B.P.R. a. petitionsigned by every person in the area, requesting we be allowed to fill in oour ditches4s other businesses have done, They refused to accept it. I believe the regulationthat the B.P.R. are forcing on some businesses was meant for business sites along thehighway where the right-of-way is 300 ft and not within a few blocks of a city wherethe sites are surveyed into lots and where the right-of-way is only 60 ft. It causes&@ hézard to motorists with a 20 ft ovening every 40 ft or so,

These business lots range from 50 ft wide up to about 200 ft with very few over75 £% wide. The Big Bend area will soon have a business on every lot. Can youimagine how a downtown business street would look with a large ditch efery 40 ft or so,The Big Bend area is growing so fast it will be like this in two or three years. Ibelieve the B.P. R. should take this into consideretion. There are other ways todrain this area, if they feel they must have drainage installed, without largeditches in front of all the businesses.
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I requést that all businesses, by petition, be allowed to fill in completefrontage of lots except for a manhole at each lot line for clear-out purposes,
I am enclosing photographs of businesses taken between Big Bend and MilePost #330. We contaced the governor's office in August recuesting a publichearing, which we understood was granted, and that Mr. Downing would be herethe following week, It was later announced on the radio and television stationsthat the hearing had been held, and that the ditching would be continued,

‘Oo public hearing was ever held,

Thank you for your cooperation and the attention you have given this matter,Anything further you can do for us will certainly be appreciated,

Very truly yours,

fr F peo

Z ;
John R, Francis

Bne o

PR.5389
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“STANDARD FORM NO, 64

UREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS

Office Memorandum © "oxrrtep STATES GOVERNMENT

TO * Mr. Paul F. Royster, Assistant Commissioner DATE: September 17, 195923-00 for Operations, Washington, D. C.
FROM = Wm. J. Niemi, Regional Engineer ww)10-00 Juneau, Alaska

SUBJECT: Congressional Correspondence -- Senator —. L. Bartlett

Attached is a copy of a letter from Senator Bartlett which per-tains to drainage of Cushman Street at Big Bend near Fairbanks, Alaska.The Washington. office has a complete file on this case as a result ofour investigations. Commissioner Armstrong's letter of September‘II,1959, to Senator Gruening accurately summarizes the situation,
Further discussion with Mr. Johansen, Division Engineer at

Fairbanks, reveals that Mr. John R. Francis has not completed his
building at this location and has not actually been in business upto this time at this spot. It is also our understanding that he
contemplates a small hot dog stand which normally would not be opera-tive in the winter months.

Please note that Senator Bartlett wishes the photographs re-turned.

Attachments
(c ltr fm Sen. Bartlett 9/14 w/photos)

itr fm Mr. Francis to Sen. Bartlett 9/8)
(c our ack. to Sen. Bartlett)
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FP. 0. Box 1964

10-00
September 17, 959

The Honorable £. £. BarHlert
159 Senate Office Bul Iding
Washington 25, 0. ¢,
My dear Senator Sartlett:

Please refer to your better of Sepromber i4, 1959, regerd-
ing letter from Mr. John R. Francis, copy of which you furnished
this office,

In accordance with estab} ished policy, your inquiry is being
forwarded to our Washington office for repiy.

Sincerely yours,

Wo, J. Niemi
Regional Engineer

ec: Mr. Royster w/e Senator Barttett's ftr 9/14 w/att) wsas

SANUDY [eUOREN Sy} JO SGUIpjOH Paylssejoaq / paylssejoun ayy Wo peonpo:day

Juneau, Alaska
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+ "WARREN, G. MAGNUSON, WASH., CHAIRMAN
JOHN ©. PASTORRE, RI. ~

ANDRIEW fF. SCHORPPEL, KANG.A. &. MIKE MONRONEY, OKLA, JOHN MARSHALL BUTLER, MD,GEONGE A. BMATHERS, FLA. NORRIS COTTON, NH.STROM THURMOND, $.C. CLIFFORD P. CASE, Nu.FRANK J. LAUSCHE, OHIO THRUSTON B. MORTON, KY.
QVC zt > cS {L0H YARBOROUGH, TEX, HUGH SCOTT, PA.

AIR ENGLE, CALIF. tTee leo: Cs SDenate- bs BARTLETT, ALASICA
VANCE HARTKI, IND. COMMITTEE ON
GALE W, MC GEE, WYO, ‘ INTERSTATE AND FOREIGN COMMERCE

ROWARD JARARTT, CHIE CLIC

September 14, 1959

Mr. William J. Niemi,
Regional Engineer,
Bureau of Public Roads,
P. 0. Box 1961,
Juneau, Alaska.
Dear Mr. Niemi:

Enclosed are copies of a letter which has reached
me from Mr. John R. Francis. As you will note, he is

we particularly apprehensive that ‘the coming of winter
may preclude accomplishing the work which he believes
needs doing along the roadway in his area.

Also enclosed are the pictures Mr. Francis sent
me. When you have completed your use of them I should
appreciate your sending them back to me as Mr. Francishas asked me to return them to him.

Sincerely yours,

eh igccer

PRY SOL?
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1542 Elelson Street
Fairbanks, Alaska
Sept. 8th 1959

Dear Senator E. LL, Bartlet
Enclosed are twenty one photographs showing injustice done by

the Bureau of Public Roads, to five new businesses and one business
which had been filled in for six years, other photographs showing
businesses along Richardson Highway and Steese Highway, these
businesses have not been bothered by Bureau of Public Roads. I have
talked with heads of B.P.R. here four times. They say it's against
their regulations for me to fill the entire front of my business,
They will only allow me two 40 foot entrances with 24 inch culverts.

Io did not dig up my frontage and put in culverts and neither
did any one else, so the B.PVR. sent registered letters telling us

_they were going to ditch the roads in front of our businesses. The

photographs show how they left our business. They claim there is a

drainage problem in our area, one business man that was dug out had
been filled in for six years with no water problem whatsoever.

1956 and 1957 we had record snowfalls and this year a record
rainfall for the year, but no water in the ditches. Badger Road

leaving the Highway with no culverts blocks the ditch on my side of
the road. It has been there as long as the Highway. Ladd AFB
has the ditch filled with no culverts in several places on both
sides of the Highway. There has not been any water flow down the

ee
Oape 3
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ditch by the Highway in many years, It couldn't have because of
all the blockages left there by the B,P.u. for the last five to
fifteen years. Yet all of a sudden because a few new businessmen
move in the area and have filled in as have the other businesses
shown in the photographs,

she heads of the B.P.R. claim there is a big water problem,i have talked with all businessmen and vesidents in the area,
they have offered to Slen a petition requesting permission to fill
all the ditch along here but the B.P.R, refuse to accept it. We

sincerely believe this te very unfair and unjustified, Tf don't
believe the B.P.R, should be able to pick out certain businesses
and say we are digging you ou§ the Pest of them can stay as they
are, but that's exactly what they have dine,

i have written this in request that you might be able to
help us, Winter 18 almost here, if the dirt tn front of our
businesses is allowed to freeze wilt be the middle of next
summer before we can do unything with it. ALL we ave asking is
we be allowed to fill in our ditehes as the other businesses have

been allowed to do, or that we be allowed a public hearing. It's
not hard for any one (Spiving out the Highway to see that there could
not possibly be a water problenand that we are not being treated
fair, If 4 petition wpudd PE OF any further help please notify
me immediately and.t

Wild get itand send it to you by return
mail.

Sincerely hoping you can help us. Et Rd

m
3

Very sincerely
(Signed) John R, Francis
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