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DEC g 1959

Honoreble . L. Bartlety
United Stabes Senete
Washingbon, . Q.

Denr Senator Rertlett:

Mr. John R. Francis® lebter to you, dsted November 2, 1959,
handed by you te Mr, Wewnl recently in Junesu, has been formmrded
Lo this office for reply.

The gltustion referved to rempine unchanged from that

deseribed to you in our lebbter of Beptember 25, 1950, It wasn Hnoh
the intention in thet letber to stute thet diteh clesning operations
bed been cerried on conbinuously from Mile Fost 330 toward Pairbanis.
%&’ Shes wrz&mﬁ seotions vere cleaned at thet time snd the operation

s moved o the Big Bend mres, it belng considered the wost aw%ﬁmﬁ..
*ﬁm mmmma not clesned out betveen Big Bend and Elslson Aly Force
Bape sye scheduled for work next seagon. Upon completion of %w
drafnege corvection, work will begin on restricting all private scoess
aornss the mgm~w:ﬁ‘~w w0 the mmm drivewsy widthe.

In the' m; Bend ares curbs and mmm mm mw t0 be instelled
at some mﬁm date 1f business continues to expand ss it bas in the
papt. ‘The chiectionsble ditoh will then be elimimm& but the business
pleces will sPill be permitted only limited sccess, the ssme ny at
present. Bxpensive curb snd gutter constyuction, however, is nob

fully Justified m‘h this time.

‘Begerding the opinlon of Mr. Francls ss to the need for drainege
st Big Bepd, our enginesrs heve given this & great desl of study end
believe the culverts sve necessary to properiy protect the hlghway.
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We hope thet this information is sufflcent o clerify the
sltueblon to your setisfectlon. If we can be of any further
agelstance plesse do not hesitate to request it.

Sincerely yours,

Pand. Fo Royster
Aspistant to the
Federsl Bighwey Administretor

WeJu Niemi:EEE:nk Control No. PR-5385 (12/7/59) See PR-5012 dated 9/2k /59
cc - Files (2) -

Federal Hwy.Projs.Div. / Mr. B. D, Tallamy
Mr., We J4 Niemi (2~cc) €C Unit
Mr, E. L, Armstrong Mr. Royster
. Unit
aared lhfc onit®
mmmstra‘“
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. STANDARD FORM RO, 64

BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS o :

O]j‘ice Memomndum e« UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Mr. Paul F. Royster, Assistant Commissigner

TO : for Operations, Washington, D. Cngiﬁ@%g DATE: pecember 3, 1959
23-00 ATTENTION: Mr. E. E. Erhart VY

‘ : ts

FROM : ym, J, Niemi, Regional Engineer

10-00.2 Juneau, Alaska

SUBJECT:  Congressional Correspondence - Senator E. L. Bartlett

Senator Bartlett visited this office last week and handed me
another letter from Mr. John R, Francis, of Fairbanks, concerning
the drainage situation in Big Bend area. A copy of this letter and
a suggested reply to the Senator are enclosed.

Enclosures:
As noted above
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The Honorable E, L. Bartlett
The United States Senate
Washington 25, D. C.

My Dear Senator Bartlett:
Mr., John R. Francis' letter to you, dated November 2, 1959,
handed by you to Mr, Niemi recently in Juneau, has been forwarded to

this office for reply.

The situation referred to remains unchanged from that described
It et ok M(L cidansaer s SRl
to you in our letter of September 25, 1959. -that letter
y P s
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that.area. ¢ The—wofst—swts*%herrwm%leened_‘m:}@mnd the operation

Wren was moved to the Big Bend area, it being considered the most

critical. The sections not cleaned bt'lt‘between Big Bend and Eielson i
Air Force Base are scheduled for work next season. Upon completion
of the drainage correction, work will begin on restricting all private |

access across the right-of-way to the standard driveway widths,
¢ ; Trt i e K de ipshiiid
Ewrtl gk Bt st e X

)
?fhe Big Bend area will—undo dly-have—£o.-.geto--eurh..an Eter
A

at some future date if business continues to expand as it has in the

N

Gréimwgw
past. The objectionable ditch will then be eliminated but the businesses

will still be permitted only limited access, the same as at present.
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Regarding éhe opinion of Mr. Francis as to the need foF drainage
at Big Bend, our engineers have given this a great deal of study and
believe the culverts are necessary to properly protect the highway.

We hope that this information is sufficient to clarify the
situation to your satisfaction, If we can be of any further aSsistance

please do not hesitate to request it,

Very truly yours,

Lniaiiisin
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From:

John R. Francis
1542 Bielson Street
Fairbanks, alaska

November 2, 1959
Dear Senator Bartlett:

I am sending you a copy of letter from B.P. R, Which waa sent to your office
in Washington, then B rwarded to me. This letter states ditching started at
mile post #330, located 33 miles south of .Fairbsnks, and was continued north
towards Fairbanks. This statement is not true. They also state that no discord
on the part of the preperty owners was encountered until the détching started in the
Big Zoot lem . This 1s ke ‘vl tecinse there hasnt't been any ditching of private
roads or business sjtes except in the Big Bend area, I amde a personal survey of
the highway between mile post #330 and the Big Berd area; my findings were that
twenty two business sites were filled in with no culvert 8, from 100 ft to 600 or
700 %, according to the typs ofbusinesses., There are 45 private roads without
culverts, 17 roads (military) without culverts. Even in the Big Bend area where
ditching has been completed, the B.P. R, forced the regulation only on the businesses
they wished to, QOpe business has written permission for one 24-inch culvert, and
one lO0=~inch culvert, yet the business next to him (20 feet ways) was forced to
put in 30~inch culverts., another business has complete frontage filled in with
culverts 200 feet with no openings. I understand he has permission also,

#here all the water is going to come from to £ill these large culverts is
& mystery to me., These ditches have been blocked in many vlaces for as long as the
highway has been here., This entire valley through here is flat, and the only water
ever found in the ditches i{s from gelting snow in the spring. We have had record
snowfalls in the past two op three years, but we've never had any water problems in
the Big Bend area ever though the ditches have been blocked in many places without
&ny water problems, The B.P.R. states in their letter that one business man installed
culverts and the rest didn't so water backed up over his progerty. I can't believe
this as I have been around this area for several years, and 4 have never seen that
mach water, I talked to all the businessmen in the area and I haven't found anyone
who complained about any water as the B.P,R. $tated, I have offered the B.P,R. a petition
signed by every person in the area, requesting we be allowed to £11] in oour ditches
a8 other businesses have done, They refused to accept it, I believe the regulation
that the B,P.R. are forcing on some businesses was meant for business sites along the
highway where the righte~ofeway is 300 £t and net within a few blocks of a city where
the sites are surveyed into lots and where the right-of-way is only 60 ft. It causes
& hgzard to motorists with a 20 £% opening svery 40 ft or so, »

These business lots range from 50 ft wide up to about 200 ft with very few over
75 £t wide, The Big Bend area will soon have a business on every lot, Can you
imagine how a downtown business street would look with a large ditch efery LO £t or so,
The Big Bend ares is growing so fast it will be like this in two or three years, I
believe the B.P, R. should take this into consideretion. There are other ways to
drain this area, if they feel they must have drainage installed, without large
ditches in front of all the businesses,




o

I requdst that all businesses, by petition, be allowed to fill in completes
frontege of lots except for a manhole at each lot line for clear-out purposes,

- I am enclosing photographs of businesses taken between Big Bend and Mile
Post #330. We contaced the governar's office in August recuesting a public
hearing, which we understood was granted, and that Mr. Downing would be here

the following week., It was later announced on the radio and television stations
that the hearing had been held, and that the ditching would be continued,

0 public hearing was ever held, '

Thank you for your cooperation and the attention you have given this matter,
Anything further you can do for us will certainly be appreciated,

Very truly yours,

e

(L
T e e
’o A

John R, Francis
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mmwmm E. L« Bartlett
United maﬁw Senate
W%xhima%am 25, Dy 4.

Dear Senator wmm

Your lstter of Septiembar 1L, 1959 to Mr. Willlam 4.
Flemi, our regional enginesr at Juneau, Alasks ralative
to objections ratsed by ¥r. Johu R, szmau, has been
wmmmﬁ to this office for mmy,

o » Froneis® 1%%:# of Septembey 8 ;tmmm%md
with youy 2«&%% _axpresses ,m&gmm wmﬁﬁmgﬁgm&w
%o the mccess %o hia ﬁw»2%15~59'f_irafh.;Y";“"‘

or rk h “lﬁ«ami, in a patient and real
mm ﬁwmwwm on mm mgmwmmx o » puk

Litkaral Mﬁa&w are & part of a mahww ami ave
within the mght-of-way for the mmmy The work of
removing drainage obstyuations mm the rosdside ditchos
was begun early in the summer at Mile Poat 330, looated
33 miles mouth of Pairbanks mﬁ was sontinued north
toward Pairbanks., No ﬁimw& on the part of the property
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recelpt of your request, &
&
The photographs mwiwﬁ w&w your letier ave g
enslosed mwmm in order theb they may be returned o ¥
. Hr. Prancis, 88
CALewis:b ja ﬁ:!.wamw Fours, ok
Control No. PR-5012 (9/2l/59) & O
ce: Files (2) \\\ ,;,{7..%
j f ? deeral Highway Projects Division g &
« Wo J. Niemi~(2) Paul P, Royator »
SR Mro B. D, Tallam Mas.msmt 0 the &

i

Mr.

MI'.
ce Unit - Reom 81

CUBBE WaE encounterad until sarly August when siwiler
whrk was mmzwm in fhe Blg Bend aves. The problem
was mors scute there than in cthey undorrectsd Aavens,
and m Wae mm&ﬁam desirable o somplete the mvk
belure ore freezing wenther was ensountered,

" The wwmm parties were verbally notified
&wly in the summer that they were in trespass and that
- Pras %&&mﬁ diboh blooks would have 1o be removed.
2Ly mimers sssured our division sagineey that they
apply for permits and conefivuct approved ﬁrzhmma

m 4 & mwx» date. One property owner ﬁm Pollow bhilg

provedure, but non-complisnce o0 the pard of the whw
property owners ﬁmmm mtzw to M&&w&y aver his land.

ﬁm&aﬂmf”f ‘m w&mﬁﬁ.m n August
mmw;a,;t in mwmg the unauthordzs
bl expense, No corp M;

the owners! orpsotive %Mm was
takes ’w 1y of the offenders, therefors work WAR: begun
on mm ab ﬁ%

. m has mm mwmm mm w@mfmy ouners on
South Cushman Street g belng given o " ot
in zm; ne slulla »mx-k 18 sohedy ‘ﬁm :
in this aves is m that no rosdside M |
LW gurhe, D Mgk m“igﬁw% sonstrysted
s, srs side
the MWW will %Ma% g émiz%m;ﬁ by mﬁ&mﬁ%ﬁ

We trust that the abovs »Wmmm&m;\m mm&a te
w&wmy the situation, however, if additional Information

is desired, we shall be pleased B0 sdvise you further upen o

E. L, Armstmn mﬁw&i Highway Mw&mwmkw

I Q?m /Z»M Fovy

m j
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- FTANDARD FORM NO, 64 i

| A  BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS
o O]ﬁce Memomn U772 - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO * Mr. Paul F. Royster, Assistant CoMmissioner DATE: September 7, 1959
23~-00 for Operations, Washington, D. C.

FROM  : ym, J, Niemi, Régional Engineer &ﬁ@{]

10-00 Juneau, Alaska

SUBJECT: Congressional Cor%espondence == Senator E. L. Bartlett

Attached is a copy of a letter from Senator Bartlett which per-
tains to drainage of Cushman Street at Big Bend near Fairbanks, Alaska.
The Washing@ office has a complete file on this case as a resul+ of
our investigations. Commissioner Armstrong's letter of September |1,
1959, fo Senator Gruening accurately summarizes the situation.

Further discussion with Mr. Johansen, Division Engineer at
Fairbanks, reveals that Mr. John R. Francis has not completed his
building at this location and has not actually been in business up
to this time at this spot. [t is also our understanding that he

con?emplafes a small hot dog stand which normally would not be opera-
tive in The winter months., :

Please note that Senator Bartlett wishes the photographs re-
Turned.

Attachments *
(¢ Itr fm Sen. Bartlett 9/14 w/photos)
(¢ IHr fm Mr. Francis to Sen. Bartlett 9/8)
(c our ack. to Sen. Bartlett)
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P. 0. Box 1961
Juneaw, Aloska

10-00 September 17, tonp

The Honorable £. L. Bartlots
159 Senate OFfice Bul Iding
Washingten 25, 0. ©,
My doar Senator Bartietts

Pleass refer to your fotter of Sephamber 14, 1959, regard-
ing letter from Mr. John R. Francis, copy of which you furnished
this office.

In accordance with established policy, your inquiry is being
forwarded o our wash{mgfm office for ;m‘;ﬂy;

Sincerely yours,

Regional Engincer

ec: Mr. Royster w/c Senator Bartfett's |+r 9/ 14 w/att) o

iy N
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JOHN G, PASTORE, .1

A, 8. MIKE MONRONEY, OKLA.

GEONGE A, BMATHERS, FLA,

STROM THURMOND, 8.C.

FRANK 3, LAUSCHE, OHIO
LPH YARSOROUGH, TRX.
MR ENGLE, CALIF,

s Ly BARTLETT, ALASKA

VANCE HARTKE, IND.

BALE W, MC GEE, WYO,

W WARREN, G MAGNUSON, WASH., CHAIRMAR

T ANDREW F. BCHOZPPEL, KANS.
JOHN MARSHALL BUTLER, MD.
HORMIS. COTTON, N.M.
CLIFFORD P. CASK, N.1.
THRUSTON B. MORTON, KY.
HUGH SCOTT, PA.

';Ufniieb Dlates Denafe

COMMITTREE ON
INTERSTATE AND FOREIGN COMMERCE

EOWARD JARRKTT, CHIEF GLERK

September 14, 1959

Mr., William J. Niemi,
Regional Engineer,
Bureau of Public Roads,
P. 0. Box 1961,

Juneau, Alaska.

Dear Mr. Niemi:

Enclosed are copiles of a letter which has reached
me from Mr. John R. Francis. As you will note, he is
particularly apprehensive that ‘the coming of winter
may preclude accomplishing the work which he believes
needs doing along the roadway in his area.

Also enclosed are the pictures Mr. Prancis sent
me., When you have completed your use of them I should
appreciate your sending them back to me as Mr. Francis
has asked me to return them to him.

Sincerely yours,

Tebscar

) 1A INT.
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1542 Bielson Street
Fairbanks, Alaska
Sept. 8th 1959

Dear Senator E, L. Bartlet

Enclosed are twenty one photographs showing injusticé done by
the Bureau of Public Roads, to five new businesses and one business
which had been filled in for six years, other photographs showing
businesses along Richardson Highway and Steesexﬂighway, these
businesses have not been bothered by Bureau of Public Roads. T have
talked with heads of B.P,R. here four times. They say it's sgainst
thelir regulatians.for me to £111 the entire front of my business.
They will only allow me two 40 foot entrances with 24 inch culverts,

I did not dig up my frontage and put in 6ui;ert$ and nelther
did any one else, so the B,P,R. sent registered letters telling us
’they.were going to ditch the roads in front of our businesses. The
photographs show how they left our business. They claim there is a
drainage problem in our area, one business man that was dug oﬁt had
- been filled in for six years with no water problem whatsoever.

1956 and 1957 we had record snowfalls and this year a record
rainfall for the year, but no water in the ditches. Badger Road
leaving the Highway with no culverts blocks the ditch on my side of
the road. It has been there as long as the Highway. Ladd AFB
has the ditch filled with no culverts in several places on both

gides of the Highway. There has not been any water flow down the
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diteh by the Highway in many years., It couldn't have because of
all the blockages left there by the B,P,H, for the last five to
fifteen years. Vet all of a sudden because a few new businessmen
move in the area and have £1lled in as have the other businesses
shown in the photographs.

The heads of the B.P.R. claim there is a big wafer problem,
1 have talked withall businessmen and residents  in the area,
they have offered to mign a petition requesting permission to £111
all the diteh along here bub the B;P,H; refuse to accept it. We
aimc@r&ly‘balieve this is very unfair and unjustified, I donf't
belleve th&’E,P.R. should be able to plck out certain businesses
and say we are digging wyou out the ?aﬁt of them can stay as they
are, but that's exactly what they have dine, |

I have writfen this in request that you might be able fo
help ﬁa. Winter ia,almost here, if‘the girt in frcnt of our
businesses is allowed to freeze 1% wiil be the middle of next
summer before we can do anything with 1%. 411 we are asking is
we be allowed to £ill in our ditehes as the other businesses have
beem allowed to do, or that we be allowed a public hearing. It's
not hard for any an@ drivmng ouﬁ thé Highway to see that there could
not possibly be a waﬁer grabzem and that we ave not being treated
falr, If a peﬁitl@m wpu%ﬁ ?”oﬁwﬁny further help pleasge natify

me immediataly and I wiil get 1t and send it to yau by return
mail, s : L |

Sincerely hoping you can help us,
Very sincerely

{Signed) John R, Francis
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