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Office Memorandum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
TO. * Deputy Comisetoner for Gagineering

|

DATE: bug. 295 19550
|

FROM Andrews, Division Engineer
|

Semi
7

2

| : MB
SUBJECT:

Status of:Haske Route—Cordova via Chitina to Willow Creek:= Pipe
ss

, bpp\ qs|

ihet a
Th Pesponse ‘to your request of “Augist 17th attached |aja

in duplicate is a report prepared by District Engineer Wyler:

‘

covering the present ‘status of the. highway route between.Willow
Creek on the’ Richardson Highway and Chitina. ~

Encl.
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08-149 BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS
08-00 .

Mx. FP. BE, Andrews, Division Engineer fugust 2h, 1955

chr F, Wykler, District Enginser

‘}
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es

ie she A .

We aré in receipt of your memorandum of August 19, 1955 w:a copy of Deputy Coumissioner Clark's meanorandum of August bcerning the status of principal routes in Alaska. the followinga supplementary report covering the status of the route between Cordovavia Chitina to Willow Creek on the Richardson Highway.
_ The route has been constructed between Cordova and AlaganikSlough atMile22 and this portion is on the Forest Highway Systekond maintained by the Burean of Public.Roads. The roadbed is ‘thoold
Copper River Railroad which has been converted to highway. Theroad-is narrow with no sutfacing ofany kind except pitrumigravel.Thesectionbelwteen.Alaganikand Mile 39on thewest side of CopperRiver delta is.now. under..contract.by:.the.Alaska: Road Comissfonwith @complebion date set in the fall of 1956. This section also.follows the old railroad utilizing old railroad steel bridges, The

| Section betweenMile 39 and Mile 52, "TheMillion Dollar Bridge",has been surveyed and AlaskaRoad-Commission-hasy.at.thepresanttime, 2.crev..apoxeying.north,from:Mile 51, - Some surveyinghas alsdbeendone fromChitina south.

on
dis

The present. rowte between Chitina and Willow Creek ts
an old,very lowestandard read with grades up to 19-16% and sboat-a:2 foot”.width with no surfacing of any kind. The bridges are in partieularlyad condition and are all posted for a5 ‘ton lead limit and a 5 mile‘ber br. ‘speed Limit, The present read is of no partioular value inconnection with the proposed through highway between Cordeva and Willow‘Greek except as am access road.

1

Be
s) > jo
nd 2

, Alaska, Road Commiasion. officials are nob very optimistic sboutgettingany substantial appropriations. towards completion ofthis.route. ‘their pregent plan is to use what funde they can obtain Yoimprove the presen’ ‘goad between Chitina and Willow Creak/ Apparent.they do not contimplate the reconstraction to through-hi ay standartis,but merely improvemen’of the present road, including n ucbridges. i!)te .
Ho Avy ntin altemate.route.fronMile.J01on.theCopperRiver ronte up’:

the Tickel River to Mile h6 nthe. Richardson. Hi, Say kai S66.COn-|
sidered’ for thepast.few.years. This route is only 16 miles Tong, butwould require: very heavy construction for about 10 miles; The alternateis shill being considered, particularly since the constretion of a
dam at Wood Canyon, a few miles below Chitina, has been suggested. The
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08+))9 BUREAD OF PUBLIC ROADS0800

Mr. F. E. Andrews, Division Engineer dupust 2h, 1955

Chr. F. Wyler, District: Inginser

We are inveceint of your memorandum of feist 19, 1959 wit!a copy of Deputy Commissioner Clark's memorandum of August 17th con~cerning the status of principal routes in Alaska. The following isa supplenentany report covering the status of the route between Cordova’

AEvia Chitina to Willow Creek on the Richardson Highway,

as

The route has been constructed between Cordova and AligantkSlough at Mile 22 and this portion is on the Forest Highway Systenand maintained by the Burean of Public Roads. The readbed is theold Copper River Railroad which has been converted te highway. Theroad is narrow with no surfacingof any Kind exeept. pitrun: gravebse“aie Bale 5THE section between Alaganik and Mile 39 on the west side of CoppezRiver delta is now under contract by the Alaska Road Commissionwith a completion date set in the fal] of 1956, This section alae.follows the old rajlroad-utilizing old railroad steel bridges
section betweenMile 39 and Mile 52, "TheMillion Dollar Bridge’,

°°"
has been surveyed and Alaska Road Commission has, at the present _bine, & crew:surveyingnorth. franMile51. Some surveying hasbeen done from:Chitina south.

The present route betwoen Ghitina and Willow Creekis an Oldy, ©

Very low-statidard poadwith grades up to 15-18% and shot @ 12 foot.width with no’ surtheing-ofany kind. The bridges are inparticularly
badconditionand are all posted for a 5ton load Limit and a 5 mileber hrs speed Limits The present road is of no particular value inconnection with the proposed through highway between Cordova and WillowGreek except as an BCG8SE rodde

Alaska Road Commission 9fficials are not very optimistic aboutial "appropriations towards completionPeart Aseat plan isto use what funds they can sbtiin to. \.

ett: road“betwiyan Chit: j arene),they do not contenplate'the regdnstraction to through peandsbut merely improvetiont.of the present road, ineluding
in alternate. route. fYomMile 201 on the Copperthe Tickel Riverto Mile')6"on the Richardson Righwaysidered for the pist.few' years. This route is only 16would require very heavy constroction for about 10 mil 5is still being considered, particularly sinee the cong of adan at Wood Canyon, a few miles below Chitina, has been suggested. The
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Mr. F. BE. Andrews om Zw August 2h, 1955

ctnstiuction of this dam would orgate a dake: about 90 miles hong andplate the
Proposed highway

on the old Copper River Railroad, the towof Ghitina and portions.of the present road between Ohitina and WillowCreek under 300 to: h0O feet of water. Avery expensive relocation ofthe highway would be: necessary. .

_ Another alternate under discussion is to leave the Copper RiverRaklroad at Mile 70 and sonstruct'a roud up the Tasmuna River, a dig-tance. of about 30 miles, and.comett with the Richardson Highway! atMile: 2h, afew miles south of Thompson Pass. This alternate wouldprobably be the Least expensive, but ib defeats one of the ontginelarguments for. the Copper River. Highway,. which was. that it would abtbe necessary ‘te cross any high pass and eliminatethe need ‘for Loneand ¢teep grades,
—

‘In gomection with this route should be mentioned the. possiuty of construction of a road between Bile. 39:on the east sideof theCopper. River delta to Katalta’and then east towards Jey Bay. An ¢ hen:Siveof]. exploration projdat: including the. rlllingef testwells: ds
now undekway iin ‘the area between Katall ‘and Toy Bay. Ef ‘major old

vs

it

field should be discovered in thin area, it would unquestionably 7in heavypressure for the construction of a highway: to: ‘eomnedh: the,area with Cordova, ‘the nearest ‘feasibledeep water harbor, The:Road Comuit ss: ‘On‘hag atithis tine a redonnaisante party an the ftetd |Sogetherwith a:party from the’ Geological, Survey: investigating possiroutes between Nile 39on the CopperRiver'Highway and Ketalta, re |\ne... iv the constrchion of thie:route should’ become. urgent, A.
Fron, EE Cee msen

deferment.of the constructionnarth towards Ghitins

‘the pleas for the Copper’ River Highway. are, as can be seein: fron 7the
above, very indefinite, and are toa certain extent, dependent da:

1

otherdevelopmentsin the area, Jt is forthis reason that the rata| 2was not mentionéd in our previous report, pe |
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FH. ALASKR~ #2
ATR MATL

BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS

Me. E, H. Swick, Regional, Engineer November 21, 1957
dunemt, Alaska

C. ¥. Barker, Chief Accountant
Washington, DB ¢..

Treatment of Reimbursements for Forest Highway Projects

Tn reply to your teletype of November 18, 1957, Septembertabulation separates reimbursement because they sre not to beshow as project credits, ‘here should be ho construction projectreimbursements. Any reimbursable f.y. 1958 costs now charged to& construction project should be transferred by Journal voucherto 8 relribursable allLotmers: thereby reducing project costa so theyare properly stated. The reimbursement collected will, be cored tedon code cards to the reinburseble project bub will not be enteredas & credit to the project costs, A memovanduin entry may be madein eolum. 1 of reimbursable Project Cost Record, however, to showeollection of costs.

{4

The above journal voucher transfer will reduce project costsand will affect the entries to eccount 443 by increasing reimburs-able allotnent charges which are not closed to 208 and. 309 accounts.The reduction of projeet costs WLLL be reflected in closing thecompleted project.
Forest Highway projects are closed by submission of FinalVoucher PR-37 FH (completed and pata) and adjusted to final projectcostes. Our tabulation will carry the project as active unbil theend of the fiscal year.

JWFrank/mmj |

eene (2)07
Mrs. Junkin-”
Chron File (Accounts Br.) f | | “pe ao

Mr. Frank
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LL] Re TURN WITH MORE DETAILS
() noTE AND SEE ME ABOUT THIS

([] pLrase ANSWER
,

([] bon YOUR APPROVAL

:Cc PREPARE
REPLY FOR MY S{GNATURE

; (Cl TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION
‘ (Col per’ your request

*
(2) stewature

; (21 For! your INFORMATION
—
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BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS

a Office Memorandum ° UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT :

¥

oat

To ; “ta Frank |Tdrmer,|Asaistant Commissioner
DATE: December 20, 1956:Washington,

ae

t
yFROM ; “oe Fe Ghiglione, Acting Division EngineerJateau, Alaska:: -

suBjrer;, Tonirast award - Four Glenn Highway Bridges
a

\

t

} t

As discussed.by telephone this date, we are proceeding with the |.

msaward of contract for the Glenn Highway bridges, Funds for this purpose,as: cavatlable from the Intexior Department appropriation "Conatruction — De,of Raacs, Alaska", altbough Secretarial authority for transfer between:budgetary Ltems within the appropriation maybe necessary, ;
1

‘ ‘
‘

sO ‘ b ooThe appropriation for "Construction of Roads, Alaska" ‘includedseveral budgetery items such ag Preparation of Plans, Reconstruction "1.cP Extating Reads, Surfactag of ‘the Alaska Highway, Glenn Highway, 9 "|Sterling Highway, ete, Transfer of funds becween these itemsin the 9 7appropriation requived Sg¢retarial approval; however it was frequently |
atcemplished tn order to utilize residvea from completed projects and) °

| ato permit reelastic programming in the field,
Our mmpit recent analysis of construction Funds indicates an unechliyaced balance of $1,290;693 in the appropriation "Construction ofRanda, Alaskat, Iniaddition ro this amount,.wWe are reserving $453,394far pussible obligation by settlement of claims now pending beforeTre forertar Boardfor Contract Appeals and the Board of Contract|Appenls of the) Department of Commerce. The Four Glenn Highway BridgesCovseca s bid price, ‘plus cost of engineering and Government -fulnished |sete xtial, totaled $320,000, and is, obviously, within the avatlable ,Avy Topetated funds, ) However, these bridges are on the Glenn Highway, 5”.

4
4

the budgetary item flor which has a balance of $337,600, enough to cover methe but suffielently elose to require our consideration Of. Graceferting finds from other items within this appropriations °°.ysj

the whale subjece of, utilizing the Interfor fudds within budgetary.roms shouldbe reviewed tm your office since the need for adjustwents |
hecwees dtems will continually arise, and the requimement.that such.edjustment be elesred by the Secretary may no longer be applicable.) °This requisement, under Interior Department budget procedures, was

9

|

|

We -esSary fosatisfy the Appropriations Committees of Congress end the,© °Burem: of the Budget which teviewedour programs in detail. Since the aodetailed project evaluation is not required from the Bureau of the | eySucget or Congress under Federal}Aid procedures, I believe efforts Pooieudd be made!to consolidate all of our remaining Interlor funda within...whe appropriation "Construction of Roads, Alaska" for use on Cons ,struction work regardless of the ttem identifications».wat Sy\ pe
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