
E.L. BARTLETT
ALASKA

Wenited Dlates Henate
WASHINGTON, D.C.

April 2, 1959

Mr. Paul F. Royster,Assistant to the
Federal Highway Administrator,
Bureau of Public Roads,
Department of Commerce,
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Royster:
Reference is made to your letter to me of October 31,

1958, File No. 23-10, relative to the clearing of snow from
Gateway Lodge at Glenallen, Alaska, as requested by Mrs.
Blanche ¢C. Dykes.

Recently I received a communication from Mrs. Dykes~on this subject, and I am enclosing copy of her letter.I am also going to send copy to Mr. Frank A. Metcalf,
Commissioner, Department of Highways and Public Works,
Juneau, Alaska, to whom the petition mentioned by Mrs.
Dykes will also go. I am aware, of course, that the Board
of the Alaska Highway and Public Works Department in its
press release of October 22, 1958, announced that it had
agreed to the policy of the Bureau of Public Roads not
to plow snow any place except on the public highways of
the established Federal Aid System. However, I am wonder-
ing if the experience of this last winter has been such
as to warrant a review of this whole subject. I am es-
pecially interested in having any information you mightsend me in response to Mrs. Dykes! contentions.

Sincerely yours,

UR Betcuk
E. LL. Bartlett

CC: Mr. Frank A. Metcalf
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GATEWAY LODGE
AND TRADING Post

B. Dykes - Proprietor

GEENALLEN * ALASKA

March 16, 1959

Honorable E. L. Bartlett
U. S. Senate
Washington, D. C. Re: Snow Plowing by B. P. R.

Their reply, Oct. 31, 1958.Dear Senator Bartlett:

We, the people along highways in Alaska who have invested money tobuild much needed accommnddations for the traveling public, and who haveweathered all the hardships, feel we are due someconsideration from
you, our senior representative inWashington.

We ask you to get together with Senator Ernest Gruening, andArizona's Senator Barry Goldwater, whom I have written, in obtaining animmediate reversal of the Bureau of Public Roads' new policy wherebythey refuse to clear snow from driveways of lodges serving the public.Two things are needed:

1. Obtain immediately, an Executive Order authorizing the
Bureau of Public Roads to continue removing snow from
driveways of lodges serving the public, along highwaysin Alaska.

2. Rush through an amendment, placing any money collected forthis work in a revolving fund rather than to "Miscellaneous
Receipts in the U. S. Treasury," as it now stands.

I am enclosing a copy of a ‘bress release" issued by the Bureau ofPublic Roads in Alaska, the last paragraphof which, shows clearly oneof the "real" reasons they ebject to doing this work. I quote:
"Funds received for such reimbursable work must be
.deposited by the Bureau to Miscellaneous Receiptsin the U. S. Treasury, and thus are lost to Alaska."

I wonder if the official issuing this press release ever considered thefact that every time a car is forced to pass by driveway because thesnow is too deep, the money they would have spent at our lodge is "lostto us forever." Money that could have been spent building up Alaska.
Another reason they are fighting doin any thing for us, is thatonce Alaska is settled, they will be out of a job. I understand that

Washington has appropriated millions of dollars in the form of a grant,to help finance Alaska until it is settled sufficiently to stand on it's
own feet. That day will never come unless assistance is given those of
us who are trying to settle the country. It is an intolerable situation

enator in Washington, D.C.that should have the interest of every 5
I intend to pursue this injustice to its utmost.

”
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Our Government subsidieses the farmer, the airlines, and loans
billions to even communistic countires. The B. P.R.

snow plows must
pass each place while plowing the road any way, it would?‘hele small
matter to open driveways as they went. When the future of the
country depends on settlement, an agency such as the B. P. R. should
not be permitted to lay down a policy like this that will cost every
tax payer in the lmited States so long as it exists. You enators in
Washington must appropriate this money, you should have something to
say about the policies set up by them.

To suggest this need, I am enclosing a petition which as you can
see, contains signatures from almost every major lodge from near Anchorage
to the Canadien border. This petition was obtained just prior to the
abolishment of the old Alaska Road Commission. Realizing it would be
useless to send a petition to an out-going agency, and feeling sure the
Bureau of Public Roads would solve our problems of snow plowing and brush
removal, I held this petition in abeyance. These people now urge me to
send it to you. It was rumored that the old die-hard Road Commission
bunch would go, and that a completely new organization of top personnel
would be in charge. However, only the top man was changed and the same
old bunch is hindering and hapering the development of Alaska in every
way they can. Their new policy refusing to plow driveways, as well as
plowing our entrance-ways full of snow as they go by, and leaving it.
there for us to get out the best way we can, is make testimony to this
fact.

In November, during the campaign season, I wired you for assist-
ance regarding the Bureau's refusal to plow snow from our driveway.
Apparently you were busy, as your secretary took the matter up with
the B. P. R. office in Washington. A copy of their reply to you was
forwarded to me in Phoenix, Arizona, where I had to take my husband for
medical treatment after a serious cancer operation. This letter,
written by Mr. Paul F. Royster from information received from their
Alaska office, contains some mis-statements. They are as follows:

nent eatan a ee

employee at Glenallen. YHe «cannot“work.“for.“the“Government.and.‘plow...
snow forpay_atthe same“time. This wouldbe dual employment and pro-

_hibited |bylew. Wor’ canhe“plow snow afterwork in the dark. Nor can
businesses close their doors witil he has a day off, or gets good and
ready to plow us out. Hisequipment.is_old.discardedB.P.R.equip-
ment (sold onbid), totally inadequate for snow plowing, and for which
I understand he has no license to travel on the highway. I understand
Mr. Leubke recently bid on a job to make roadside parks for tourists
and wasnturned down because of poor equipment. As stated before, there
is no one plowing snow commercially in this area.

: b. The third paragraph of Mr. Royster's letter says he is advised
there are sight lodges in this area.This is erroneous; there are only
four, and two of them can scarcely be called lodges, containing three
or four meager log cabins with no inéide plumbing.

c. The second paragraph of Mr. Royster's letter states this action
became: necessary because of the increased humber of driveways. This is
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a wmis-leading statement and one easily clerified. Since there are few
if any, more businesses, considering that several have burned, than
there were six or eight years ago, Mr. Royster must have counted the
homesteaders in with his "increased number of driveways." Certainly you
can not put the business man serving the public, in the same category
with the homesteader whose livelihood does not depend on his being
plowed out. And without accommodations for those traveling the highway,
there would be no need for Bureau of Public Roads employees to plow the
road, or supervisory personnel in Jimeau. -

dad. Mr. Royster refers to the "time required for such snow removal
and the necessity for devoting more and more time to removal of snow from
the main traveled routes. This is a mis-statement. Since there are about
the same number of vusinesses now as there were six or eight years ago,
and since the time required to open a driveway is ten to fifteen minutes,
the "time" is neglibile. In order to hold on to key employees for summer
work, all B. P. R. camps such as Glenallen, are over-staffed in winter.
It is a well-known fact thet the Bureau has a difficult time finding jobsfor all of them. These men do not object to plowing driveways, they would
be glad to cooperate in this respect. With regard to devoting more and
more time to snow removal on main roads, this is a feeble excuse that does
not stand up. There are no more roads now than before, they are the same
width and there is no more snow than before. The plain truth is that they are
trying to shirk theur duty and prolong their jobs. To say that Mr. Royster has
been ill advised and mis-informed, is the under-statement of the year.

And, because of the B. P. R.'s refusal to plow my driveway this winter,I am now in a state of emergency. Upon returning home March ist, the party
managing our lodge this winter said the only thing available for snow removal
was a truck with a blade in front that barely skimmed the surface. As a
result I now have about two feet of packed snow and ice on the level on my
driveway, and huge piles of snow next to my main building and in front of my
cabins. This packed snow will melt any day now and flood my buildings and
cabins and septic tanké. Since we built here in 1950, the B. P. R. built the
road bed up higher than my driveway, and the snow they have piled up from
the road all winter will also run down into my building. I hired a man to
make some pictures of it yesterday, and will forward some prints to you as
soon as they are developed.

I have tried unsuccessfully since March lst to find some one with
heavy enough equipment to move this snow. Having equipment is one thing,
and having a way to transport’it is another. I even went to see Jerome
G. Leubke, whose wife saud she would tell him I needed sone snow plowed
and would have him call me. Mr. Leubke never called, which means he refuses
to do the work.

Snow plowing commercially will not be feasible until the country is
settled. No one can afford to have good equipment and a way to haul it,for the few driveways. Lodge owners can not afford to pay $15,000 for
equipment, and most of us could not operate it if we could afford it.
This work can not be done by another ¢yflodge owner if and when he chooses
to do the work. The B. P. R. snow plows go by after such snow any way,and should be forced to continue plowing our driveways.
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I would greatly appreciate hearing form you as soon as possibleas to what dispensation you plan to make in this important matter.I sincerely hope that you and Senators Greuing and Goldwater will
cooperate, and that the lodge owners can be relieved of this day to dayworry.

Very truly yours,

/s/ Blanche C. Dykes
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