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The Honorable &., Le Bartlett
‘United States Senator .. 3 7
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(The United States Semtey 9

oy
Washington. 2h,
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|

Dear
Mr. Bartlert, oe wok

‘
: \ ,
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j

i

Today we conducted a joint mé et Lng of the Board of Directors of the Northe)
western Alaska Chamber: of Cormarce acd the Chamber of|Commerce Road Committee
Thig meeting was walled! because ot the vresarions postition that our. road
program is now in. Waave in jeopordy of losing the antice construction season |
for this yearwhich amounts to

& mere One
Hundred Twenty Days

in this: section
of Alaska.

©

moe
. Last Pall Northvestern Maske was allocated: certain funds for road oon

struction. - We had expected that bids for these ‘projects would be advertised in
’
April for opening in May. -We had heard nothing regarding any bide ‘being
advertised and accordingly wired to Mr. Wm. J. Niemi, Regional Engineer of the |
Bureau of Public. Roads, Juneauy Alaska, requesting information about. these.
‘projects. Enclogséd isaa copy

of Mr. Niemi 's reply,
to our wires

The:major portion.of the road projects authorized are the.Kasitrin ~‘Coffee:
’ creek road. and the Nome= Teller. road to Sinuk River. According to Mr. Ntemi's
letter these projects.will probably be advertised late in June with bid openingsa.in late July or August. This means that neither of

|
‘thése projects could. be "|

rods

‘gtarted this year. Thé total allocation for new construction for the efitire™ §

‘Second Division was. $617,413.00.: ‘The two,
projects

that it
appears,we:steptor'

Lose
this, year total #500,000200., 4

"We can: assure:you,“that ‘the people of NorthwesternMastare
5

very dtsturbed :
about

the delay of,
thene twoprojects. | oean OE vhs 4 oe

_. Weare in desperake need ‘of reads and can ‘not.‘aftord ‘the Luxury’ of‘Losing aany’‘gonatruetion seasoh either now or in the future... Mine. operators:bave gearedtheirPlanning to
colnride with these road projects. . . os

r“apa. ‘tontha! ‘ecdnduy.:
thiw Seon . The oniy work available to many of t

jor
nea

this work will work a

:

te hts .i 4 a

rive people is. from the.
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tormifie hardship em these people ant will necessitate ‘additional relief fonts
froin the Hereau of Indian Affairs and the State Welfars Department. Tha lees ns
of thase profects thi’ seasdn, ean. be compared to this area cas tre closure of
‘the Bristol Bay fishery ia to that erag.

. , '

We respectfully Vira cron ‘to do everytring in your payer to saa thet, red! -
tape is slashed and. thee projects be advertised

for bids
Aumedtately.

We have malled « sinilar Tet ter to the Honorable arnist.
Grusnt ng and

‘the
|

ye Honorable’ Ralph 1, Rivers staking
their aid in this matters
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Roat sincerely,
‘ Norttwestern Maska Chamhar of Commeres
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BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS

Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : File DATE: May 29, {959

/

FROM 7 Wm. J. Niemi, Regional Engineer AY10-00 Juneau, Alaska wry

SUBJECT: Operations in Nome Area - 1959

On May 11, 1959, Regional office received a telegram from the
Road Committee of the Northwestern Chamber of Commerce (Nome) request~
ing our proposed plans for highway work in the Nome area during 1959.
Our position was presented jn our reply of May 14, in a factual manner,
Apparently our plans did not meet with the approval of the Nome Chamber
ot Commerce and they promptiy appealed fo Secretary of Commerce, Lewis L.
Strauss, and the entire Alaska delegation in Congress, in an attempt to
modity the 1959 Sureau of Public Roads planning for the Nome area. A

capy of their letter to the Washington officials .was transmitted to us
under date of May 19,

The submission of the Nome Chamber of Commerce mantioned onlya
program of $617,435.00. Since this presents only a part of the actual
program for the Nome srea during 1959, the following is @ summary which
is recorded for our fires ia the event if is needed to correct the im
pressians which were pianted by The Nome Chamber:

Existing Highway Program - Nome Area

Carry-over Program:

*Nome-Teller Road ~ Snake & Penny
River Bridges $105,000

Nowe-Teller Grading & Drainage 100,000 $205, 000
NewPrograms.

Nome-Teller, Grading & Grainage 300, G00
Nome-Kougarok, ” " " 206, O00
Kuazitrin River Bridge 135,000

tuome City Paving 159,906
*Nome-Airport Paving 65,000
Home-Counci!, riperap 75 ,GQ0
Nome~Council, Quartz Creek Bridge 42,000
taj atensnce 150,000

1 101 000

TOTAL $1, 306,000

*Contracts awarded or work in progress.

SOAIYOuly JeUONEN au} Jo sBuipjoy payisse|aq / paylssejour ety Woy paonpoiday



File Zz May 29, {959

The Nome City paving and the Nome-Airport read paving projects
were advertised and awarded this spring Yo feke advantage of the pre~
sence of @ paving contractor on a military project at the Nome airport.
By setting this project ahead of some of the others we were able to
realize a saving of $18,000 below the engineer's estimate and a saving
of $65,000 below the only other bid received. The City of Nome partici-
pates in the amount of 10% in the costs of the City paving project.

The Kuzlirin River bridge and the riprap on the Nome~Counci|
road wil} be advertised within a very few waeks.

The Nome-Teiler road and the Nome-Kougarok road projects wii
be advertised fater in the summer, These projects are in the Fiscal.
Year 1960 pregram aad were approved at The joint Octeber, i958, meeting
ot the then Tercitorial Highway Board and Public Roads, Had not sur-

veys been completed Jate in the Fall of 1958, under very severe weather

conditions, some of the work would have necessarily been deferred to
1960 letting. We still plan a full field review with plans-ia-hand of
tne design of the Nome-Teller and Noma-Kougarak projects to assure that
they are properly engineered. Costiy corrections during construction or i

ia future years are to be avoided by such normal engineering procedures.
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w CD U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ‘COMMERCE|DATE mG

pee “TRANSMITTAL SLIP 0]. 5/29. 7

Mr. Paul Fo Royster, Asser NO.OR ROOM, BLDG.

wummissioner for Operationg~ 9 |

apont ad
Es EthBt rer NOOR ROM, BLDG.

_
Region 10 oo 4

“ACTION

[TI Note AND FILE (C1 PREPARE REPLY FOR MY S1GNATURE

Col nove AND RETURN To ME [L]-TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION,

(C1 reTurnwith More peTAiLs’: [2] PER Your REQUEST

(7) wore anp see me anouT THIS [7] siGNaTURE
| (71 PLease ANSWER [7] For YOUR INFORMATION

1 [2] FoR YOUR. APPROVAL .
[COU InvesTiGATE|AND REPORT

|

[2] PER OUR CONVERSATION

‘PcoMMENTS :

maine mm ALO.

. CD48 0sueS. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE| DATE

12-56),
: TRANSMITTAL SLIP Saif sg

REF. NO. OR ROOM, BLDG.Ie. Frednk’ AleAavde| ARS ~A
FROM:

; . REF. NO. OR ROOM, BLOG.

CO
WTEaera ‘|

ACTION

[_]nore AND FILE
,

[_] PREPARE REPLY FOR
MY

SIGNATURE

(]note AND RETURN TO ME
~

L_] TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION:

[] RETURN WITH MORE DETAILS [eFer vour REQUEST

[note ano see me asout THis []sieyarure
CTeLease aNsWeR [for vour INFORMATION

een
APPROVAL -

: Cl] INVESTIGATE AND REPORT

PER OUR CONVERSATION

COMMENTS:
.
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STANDARD FORM NO, €4

UREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS

Office Memoran
+ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

,;Mr. Paul F. Royster, ‘Assistant Commissioner May 11, 1959
23-10° for Operations, Washington D. C.

ATTENTION: Mr. E,. E. Erhart feFROM : ,

bt
-

Wm. J. Niemi, Regional Engineer «|

‘\ fae ’
10-00.2 Juneau, Alaska

SUBJECT: fpSnow Removal at Gateway Lodge ~ Glennallen

DATE:

In reply to your request of May 6, 1959, Mr. Luebke per-
forms snow, removal on his own time, principally on Saturdays and
Sundays. He occasionally does some work during week-days,
requesting annual leave for this purpose. Leave is granted if
the work-load at the Glennallen depot permits his absence. Such
requests have been infrequent. .

Mr. Luebke operates his own equipment and employs no other
operators. On occasion he has used the D-8 tractor mentioned as
available at Glennallen. This machine belongs to a small con-
tractor, C. J. (Slim) McMahan, who operates out of. Palmer, Alaska.
He has based this tractor at Glennallen to pick up the odd
private job that occasionally develops. For example, he per-
formed right-of-way clearing for the new REA lines in that area.
Mrs.

Dykes’ snow was finally removed by Mr. Luebke, using Mr.
MeMahan's D-8 tractor.

The Allis Chalmers Model HD-6 is owned and operated by
a Mr. Beichner, the proprietor of a service station and garage,
known locally as "Red's Garage."

The above information was secured this date by phone
from Mr. A. C. Divine, the Valdez District Engineer.
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BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS

Me. W. Miowl, Reglonal Engineer May 6, 1959

Poul FP. Royster, Assistant Gomulsstoner
23610 Washington 25, D, ©.

Snow Removal at Gateway Lodge ~ @lenalien

Reference is made te your memorandum of April 29.
submittivig additional information relative to the aboverindigated subject for use in our reply to Senator Bartlett. .

The removal of snow from drivewayentrances,as you know.Was the subjectof considerable. correspondence fron
Mra. Blenehe D. Dykes, proprietor of Gateway Lodge...

Mrs. Dykest letter ofMarch 16 to the Senator{a sopy of whichwag furnished your office) tneladadseveral statenonts relative to the activities of Jerome G.
Leubke, a Bupgan employee, in hisparticipation of snow
removal opdvations, Because of her questioningthelegality of Mr. Leubkets operations, additional infor-mation in this rerard appears desirable. In this con-
nection, we refer partlenlarly to the fourth paragraphof your April.29 momorandum.

,7ou advised apesifically that Mr, Imebke had a
_Caterpillar Model 10 motor grader and a Caterpillar D~7available for showremoval operations. It la furthernoted that a daterplllar D-8 withoperatorand an Allis<-

Chalmers HD-G are also available at Glonallen. We.assume that the latter two items ofequipment are neitherowned nor operatedby My. Luebke. If our assumptionts —

correct please furnish nane of person or company making
. this equipment avallable. As for Mr, Luebkets parti-cipation in snow removal operations which ere unrelatedto the duties of his positionwith the Bureau, we shall
appreciate being advised under what elreunstances he

. provides this and. whether he personally operates —

the equipment. - oe

“Your prompt attention to this matter Is requestedin order that we may prepares acomplete reply te SenatorBartlett's request.
|

CALewis/tb; .
|é,f ec: Files (2) -Abs .

nate
: Federal Hwy o Proj S. Div.

fF Oh
nr

Saat Bat
dove kid-

Mr. Royster - Room Slip jy, Cevg verter! Corrnytrnbince
c

So
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STANDARD FORM NO, 64

+ att

ATO

23-10

FROM
10-00 ..2

SUBJECT:

BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS

‘Office Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Mr, Paul F. Royster, Assistant Commissioner DATE: April 29, 1959 47for Operations, Washington, D. C. 77 soi ; yeeATTENTION: Mr. E, BE. Evhart Ay May
Wn, J, Niemi, Regional Engineer

ww > <a
Juneau, Alaska

;
ierf

epee
Snow Removal, Gateway Lodge per

In reply to your memorandum of April, 1959, a review of the
information furnished by this office for your October 31, 1958,letter to Senator Bartlett indicates no inaccuracies.

Mrs. Dykes apparently is not aware of the magnitude of this
problem, being concerned only with the immediate area of her
establishment. A change in the existing policy will affect hundreds
of driveways in other areas..“An actual count of driveways and access
roads, together with the estimated annual cost of opening after each
plowing,is now being compiled at the request of the State.-This
additional information will be forwarded as soon as it has been
secured and evaluated.

A canvass of 195 lodges, stores and other business establish-
ments, comprising all public service facilities on the rural sections
of the Alaska, Richardson, Glenn, Seward-Anchorage and Sterling Highwaysdiscloses that all except half a dozen have made satisfactory arrange-
ments for snow removal. Over one hundred of these hire the work done
and all except the above half a dozen have acquired their own equipment,
Only five complaints in the entire Anchorage Division have been
reported in this canvass, including the one from Mrs. Dykes.

Mr. Luebke, a BPR employee at Glennallen, which is only four
miles from Mrs. Dykes' establishment, has hada Caterpillar Model 10
motor grader available all winter at a rental rate of $8.00 per hour
with driver. His Caterpillar D-7 was available until a breakdown
occurred on March 15, 1959, Also available-at Glennallen is a
Caterpillar D-8 at $18.00 per hour with operator and an Allis-Chalmers
Model HD-6. Both of these machines must be "walked" from job to job.
A John Deere tractor with dozer and trailer for moving is available
at Tolsona, eighteen miles west of Gateway Lodge, at a rate of $1.00
per mile for travel and $10.00 per hour while working the tractor.

The snowfall in the area of the Gateway Lodge is light and very
dry and easy to move. Annual precipitation recorded at the Gulkana
FAA station, located three miles north of Gateway Lodge, averagestwelve inches per year.
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Snow Removal, Gateway Lodge 2 April 29, 1959

Mr. and Mrs. Dykes have carried on a campaign to have the
Federal Government do land clearing, place gravel around building sites
and perform snow removal ever since they arrived in Alaska approximatelyten years ago. They apparently assume these services are due them as a
reward for giving up "civilization" to settle in Alaska. Fortunately,their type is in the minority.
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WARREN G, MAGNUSON, WASH., CHAIRMAN
IN O, PASTORE, R.I. ANDREW F. SCHOEPPEL, KANS.

. S. MIKE MONRONEY, OKLA. JOHN MARSHALL BUTLER, MD. nO
GEORGE A. SMATHERS, FLA. NORRIS COTTON, N.H. a
“R19M THURMOND, S.C. CLIFFORD P. CASE, N.J.

|

ENK J, LAUSCHE, OHIO THRUSTON B. MORTON, KY. “” + ifsALPH YARBOROUGH, TEX. HUGH SCOTT, PA. ated fates errate a
CLAIR ENGLE, CALIF.’ BARTLETT, ALASKA
JANCE HARTKE, IND. COMMITTEE ON
GALE W. MC GEE, WYO. INTERSTATE AND FOREIGN COMMERCE

EDWARD JARRETT, CHIEF CLERK

April 15, 1959

Mr. Paul F. Royster, Q/Assistant to the oSFederal Highway Administrator, t
Bureau of Public Roads, _
Department of Commerce, 5

Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Royster:
Thank you very much for your letter of April 14

in connection with the removal of snow from driveways
in Alaska. I shall appreciate being advised when you

have had a response from your Regional Engineer in this

Sincere yours,

matter.
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