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Buresu of Publie Roads
EEErhertinks6/18/58
Comtrol No. FR-2IO
Signer's Copy

Return $o Public Roads

Under Sec'y. (2-cc) /

‘Federsl Hwy. Projs. Div.
Mr. B. D, Tallemy

CC Unit - Room 810

Mr. Royster - Room 81k
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CoOPY ¢oOPY

More than & year ago the functions and personnel of the
Alosks Road Commission were transferred from the Departmentof
Interiox to the Depsriment of Commerce. At this time, the Buresu of
Public Roads sent a new men bo Alscks ag regional engineer from
Oklahoms whose name is Mr, B, H. Swick, Swick coming fresh out of
the soft dirt and loose rock counbry of Oklshoms knows nothing
about Avctic construction conditions. 'The orgsnizstion he inherited
in Alaske hes convinced him that he should force the conbractors to
take all the risk sttendant to construction condition where perma-
frost might be encowntered. We contractors are forced into
position vhere in order to bid & job inbelligently we must take
core borings every few Peet slong & new locambion or have to guess
at the gquentity of permafyost to be expected,

Forthernore, the jobs sre usually Ffunded snd sdvertised
for bids in mid-winter so that conetruction can stert sbout
Jime 1. We contractors are usuelly notified in September or
October that we have sboubt fifteen days o inspect the job in order
to be prepared to bid the following Jamuary or February.

You can easily see how it is possible for & favored contractor
to be given sufficlent sdvance notice o permit him to thoroughly
investigate the job during the preceding summer. With this advanced
information and with the proposed new permefrost clsuse in the speci-
Tications, vhich makes the contyactor responsbile, 1t is sasy to see
how such favorsd contractor could have all the information and the
other competitors could be frightened into a higher price or in not
bidding at all.

I dp not think, however, that this sl the vesl intent of the
Burean. ¥ think the real intent on the part of sowe of the employees
is to force all conbrectors to bid high end Bustify & return to the
Force Account System formerly pursued at o gross wesmbe of the baxe
payerts money.

Therefore, 1t ls not an imposition on you and your steff,
end 1f it does not violate any of your policies, I am wondering if
you would write a letier to the Hon. Sinclair Weeks slong the lines
of the rough draft which I em enclosing bevewith. I am convinced
that 1P the people in Alaske persist slong sowe of the lines they
heve been following in the pest that this Buresu and others are £it
subjects for an appropriate investigation.

If this request is out of line, please let me have your
Teelings in the metter,

SOAILOLY [BUOREN U} j0 SBUIP|OK PaIjISSEIoa(] / PatlSSeoun 8y wolj paonpolday




o
o
ey
4

corx

306 Central Building  # Post OfTice Box 992
' Anchorsge, Alagks

; April 22, 1958,
Tos Offlcers and Divectors, Alaske Chepter, A.G.C.

This concerns the subject of “permafrost” as an item in BER
specifications. Particular refgrence is amde o & clause in the Nenana
voud job gpecifications, bid April 15th. under Awvkicle 4.6 FER) APROST
WHICH STATES:

ANY PERMAFROST CONDITION THAT MY BE ENCOUNTERED BY THE CONTRACTOR IN THHN

PERFORMANCE OF THE CONTRACT WORK SHALL NOT BE CONSIDERED A CHANGED CONDI~

TION.OR: UNFORBSEEABLE WITH THE TERMS OF THE CONTRACT SUCK AS 70 ENTITLE
THE CONTRACTOR 70 ANY ADJUSIMENT IN CONIRACT PRICE OR CONTRACT TTME,

It 1a contended this is en Gifair cleuse and while probably legal, is
nullified in principle by other specifications fTor the same job which =
acknowledge permafrost 4o be a ¢hamged or unforeseemble condition as shown
in ARTICTE 400-3.11 PILSS IN PERMARROST which recogilzes the possibility
of encountering permafroSt snd provides for extra peyment for thewitg
ground to peymit driving of pilidg. 2R ‘ '

This is 5 paredox thet furnishes sn escape hateh Por the BER as o
gdded costs of handling permafrost in extensive sresg and nerrows down
1iabllity for goupract edjustment to minimum, veatricted limits.

The BFR, being primerily personnel of the former Aleskas Rosd Conmission,
is fully cognizant of the existance of permafrost in meny localities, In
Tect the ART used the possibility of encountering permalrost 26 o major
argument to support ite rouwmdly criticized forece sccount poliey by meintaining
thet permafrost being unprediciable ss bo areas snd seope Justified force
acoount o explore and open up such avess, In substence the wpecifications
for the Nenans rosd project acknowledge the likelihood of encountering perna~
Trost end place the onus of speculatlicon on the contractor. The labter must
esbimate his bid on equivocsl Tsctors under the ‘sesmumption that entire sress
are permafrost or rely upon conjecture azs to locatlons and quantities.
Variations under such civeumstances would nob ephance the prestige of con-
tract work in the eyes of the BPR.

Mr, Swick, Regionsl Engineer, was not in Juneau when we endeavored
to discuss this matter in conmection with the Nemena Job. His sssistant,
Mr., Neimi, former ARC official, was not convineced by our appesl for modi-
Fications of ARPICLE 1.6 and sbated thet Torthright recognition of perms-
froat conditions as unforseesble would eneble contractors to claim that
such conditions existed when in reality only seusonal frost prevailed.
Such en abtitude is typlesl of Melmi. ‘ ‘

_ Since provisions set forth in ARTICLE 4.6 of the Nenans Job mre likely
to become standerd if unprotested the question occdrs "is it objectionable
enough to pursue for modification end if so showld action be initiated by
the Chepter manegef/fg the Chspter Highwsy Committes?”

Tour comment will be wppreciasted.
Towrs very truly.
L. A, Moore, Mansger
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Smlth, Brows & Roob, Ine. e 4 genp
Kpnsse Dby,

Renes

et ey

Yoy belepron of Jupe 1% advised of the lominent debe
for the opening of bide on & praject in Mb. MeKinley Nationsl
Pewk i Aleske by the Suvesu of Public Reads and theb the 3
geh apecitications contained o cloupe concerning peralrost
woniibione ot considered to be In the yublic interest, Tou
inguived vhether the Sate of bid cpeuing would be defarved
vonding sbully of the conbeect apacificstions.

Yhe speeifiostion bo which you referred wis under
wondy 1n corneelblon with other projecte in Alesks &b the Lime
your belegrmu wes weorived. The 1804 office of the Pureaw of
Puyiie Ronds cbavged with the responsibility for adeinistering
the bighwey progesn in the Territory hes been askel for &
opmplets repors on bhe miler.

Pepaeding the projest in M. Meiniey Favk o which
you refevved, six blde wers recelved ond opened on Jene 1T,
e ow bidder ves Yhe 3B Contrechiog Cowpeny, Seatile,
Veshinghon snd the bid ewount wes $637,38L.50. Other bidders
o b fobely were s followsi

treen Construction Compeny. : )
Pes Holmes, Tows & 6B, 00B.50

Bprison lendoes Conpay, I
Brehorsge, Hlaska THT RE6L.00

Pehtd ~ Mee Dovedd Construetion Go.
Anchoregs, Aleske 7. 485,30
Homees sl Beblay |
hnchorege, Blaske 811 585.00
foith, Hrown & Boot, Ins. 1,068, 80750

You will note theb good compatition wes pavpived in
pesponse bo the sfvertisewsnt of Yhis project. Advies recelved
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o m* ww}?@mam m&m m W&ﬁiﬁ?& ﬁm *m Wmﬁ‘mm
prrevledan. % e oW W‘@%&W tant 8 regeasertetive of your
Thim mwmw o the eobiubeent ctaprotion spesifivebion
Ttiesne %ﬁ%ﬁiﬁ W @mm Bk b on piber design or speaiPlontion
Paaba

%Wm%ﬁmmm m’f my&% m mrmm@ m Mw& m M%ﬁ&iw

msﬁa’ Mw&wm }M m %ﬁ %ém% mm %’?M% @m&a& m &m "‘%; 5«5‘;%&&

Ao wenkionsd sbove, o sbudy Is belng wode of wee of
st movisies In those ovess in Alssbs where s
z.mm% to 3 m weveenlodt doddng consbesetion opevebions. Fres
ﬁmxﬁm«mﬁw mmm,‘f Fomeiiebie 1t 18 nol spgerssd thed the
tostomion of the provisisn in higwey pesjess epseificstions is
civptamy Gt gmmyw Iwtwgsh.  Todwwer, powr sobivn i weil-
g thie webter o uy ebhesdion s sppresisied.

Sinewrely youre,

bouts D. Rodhsebils

Buresy of Publlc Roads

BiBrhart sl 6 /00 /58

Conbrol Bo. 4215%  Return To Public Roads
dignerts Copy

Under See'y. of Trangporteblon

cc - Federal Hwy. Projs. Div. ﬂ//
Mr. B. D. Tallamy
CC Unit ~ Room 810 R
Mr. Swick (2-cc) RN
Mr. Royster - Room 814
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mkne dhe ibelibood of interforence by Lhur on

CALewis:nk Control No. PR-2287 !

fu ’”t&,w % »,té/:»' /(f ?ﬂ{‘ o [l/ f /\f { ‘%wﬁwﬂgﬁk\ Ay

2{»[’3’7}‘% ‘vvﬂ?“?'{"’il M% ACLM@H‘J,,L ;':'{frg‘_

/%/ PR
Y

A

Raferencs is welde Yo your lebter deted aw 1%, mﬁmam
o M. Bager He Swlck, Pubiic Boade Begionsl Kwim&r et Junssn,
Ayeoke relstive to w pebition from Bowmer vesidente wging Bt o
Brifge in llen of eerth £ille be conmtructed at the propoved
erossing of the Horth Fork of the Aschor Bivew, mmr e mind~

A&by

Tovie Interdst and thed of the Poner vesidents, in thie
el e sppreciated.

Ap sbated in your lebter, My, Bowerd Myhill, Peenidens
ol the Hoowmr Chewbar of Cowmures aleo wents e of our ofices
in Aleske reloebive o this wetter. Mr. Swlek veplied to
M. HyRill by Jetter deted Wey 9, » cupy of whinh is snclosed.
It will be noted feom Mr. Ovick’s lotter thet in wocordence with
our feseral pollcy gmneerndng Pish sud wildlife, our improvement
vengran 4 the Anchoy Blver seobion wws cerefully revieved by the
Comereisl Pisherios Dupsriaent of the Federsl Ooverpse

yrewnt in

i e opder to conssrve the Siohery restuvced. m proposed
Mu&gm for levgs enlverbts, lnatesd of e bridae, wers reviewed
aull wpprevad by that sgeney,

1% ia M&Mw& thed the struebures contimplated st this
srosning offer thy woiet precticel solubion to the Joint highwey
snd Tishery problew. The approesd design will &lge result in 8
sensidersbie monebery soving and theveby conperve Tunde bedly
%@&gﬁ ‘ﬁmﬂﬁk@% the Yerrvitory fov m&m nighwey euensbruction
and lomrovemsnts.

We Yrust thst the sbove mmmis&m sdequately repliss to
your veyvest for advice relstive to sobion teben in this resard,
Therlk vou for your tuberest,

,,L,,a*'/

mg 7.

Royeber
_hssistant to the
aval Eighwey hdminietrstor

Enelopies . ‘
(l) } A
6}3\5} CC Unit/~ Room 810 E. W. Swick (2-cc)

iss (D) Tadaral 'Ffwv Proja Div.V B. D. Tallemv? Mr. Rovster-RmSik .
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TO o, PaﬁP}F RoysTer,¢ASS|sranT Comm:sstone
“ ":aflons, Waahxngfon D.. C

FROM  : g, H. S {ck Reg

Juneau Alaska

o, émdum

BUREAU OF PUBL!C ROADS(ﬁfj'“

|onal Engxneer;‘

SUBJECT: Alaska Congressuonai Correspondence NG ;:7: P

ATTached for your handl;ng lS a reply To a leTTer of May 14

from Delegafe Ba
sulting from hig

rtlett concerning possuble damage to fisheries re-

1Way consfrucflon acT|v1Tses aT Anchor vaenmon The

s

Kenai“Peninsula.:

ATfachmenTs 2:

(dpw:tuwr\ ,«*w«mf 1.%,,!‘%"“
Lo

&Nliﬁftmmp.n&ga ®

Copy letter from Delegate Bartlett, May 14, 1958'7‘:“

LeTTer‘TifagiegaTe BarTleTT May 28 l958
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E. L BARTLETY Secrrany
HLCOATE Froome ALABICA , MISS MARY LEE COUNGIL

Congress of the Wnited Statey RS WAmaERY ST
 Bouse of Representatives
maﬁb‘“mm B, C,

May 1, 1958

Mr. Edgar H. Swick, S - Jn;ﬁ
Regional Engineer, . l i
Bureau of Public Romds, w_j P PT,M,
P, O. Box 1%61, : .
Junesu, Alasks P

Desxr Mr. Swick:

As you know, Mr. Howard Myhill, President of the Homer
Chamber of Commerce has sent me cupy of his letter of May 5
written to Mr. Zimmerman at Anchorage enclosing & petition from
Homer residents urging that a bridge be constructed instead of

an earth fill at the proposed crossing of the North Fork of the
Anchor River.

I should be most appreciative if you could advise me of
action taken in this regard. It would seem to me that the con-
tention made that an earth 111 would 4o damage to the salmon rur
may be well teken. Any information you can send me would re weltgoe,

Si.neé’fbﬁ/yoﬁ\rs,
ST
! K

/7,«‘ LA

",
7, LY Bafdl

PROo0Qw | .
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS
REGION 10

P, O, BOX 1961
JUNEAU, ALASKA

May 28, 1958

Honorable E. L. Bartiett
Delegate from Alaska
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Bartlett:

Your letter of May 14, 1958 expresses some concern regard-
ing damage to fisheries resulting from highway construction act-
ivities at Anchor River on the Kenai Peninsula. Mr. Howard
Myhitl, President of the Homer Chamber of Commerce, wrote us
on this subject on May 5, 1958, and suppiied your office with
a copy. "

Attached is a copy of our May 9 reply to Mr. Myhill which
indicates the measures which are being taken by Public Roads in
Alaska to conserve our fishery resources. The situation at
the north fork of the Anchor River has been fully coordinated
with the Commercial Fisheries Department of the Federal Govern-
ment and our design of large culverts in place of a bridge has
received their approval. This design will result in considerable
monetary saving and will thereby conserve funds so badly needed
throughout the Territory for highway construction and improvement.

Thank you for your interest.

Sincerely yours,

W Ll

E. H. Swick
Regional Engineer

Enclosure
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Wiay 9, 195

e Howsed Myhill, Presidoest
phomr  Chanbar of Cosmarcs

Po G, Box 53

Homer, Alzsks

Rowr 3. Myhiils

Your jether of Moy 5, 19588, dransmi tted o resolution and
pevition poecteining to proposed constructicn ascross the aordh
tork of the Anchor River. Your concara s the demsge Yo mi-
grating salaon,

we wish to ssswe you that the whole Anchor River saction
of owr laprovement program has bess corefully revigwed by the

Cosmersial Fishorjos Doparfoent of the Fodoral Goversma? here ﬂﬁﬂq
in Junesy.  Our designs hove besn roviswed sad have recelved W

spprovel of thot ageascy. The Burgeos of Fubllc Roads has gone
o considerable ouponse for field surveys fo fisd the best snd

most soossical solutions Yo jJoint highesy and fisheries prob-
108,

it is the policy of Fublic Moads T consult with the
Fiaoh snd witdiife Service on all projects sherever located so '
thet contlicts may be resclved before dommge {8 dose, Yo g@%
approci ate your coacsra, snd hope the above information witl
provide he ssswranco which you seok regading The presorve-
Tlon of the flshery resowree @t Aschor River,

Slogarely yours,

E. H. Swick
Reglonu! Engincer

cos o W, 2 imsmeeman

Yddiaml; jal

SOAIYALY [RUOREN U} J0 SBUIP|OH PaYISSBIoa( / PANISSEIoUN BU) WO} PEonpoIday




S M gl

22.10 WAY ¢ 1a58

ATH HATL

. Charios D, Jones
Bea 82

Dear ¥r. Jouess

The %mﬁmey of Dowmeres bag ashed ne o reply to your letter
of dprdl 15 soncerning the developmant of u Wighway from Paicvbanlos
through the Sewsrd Pendpsuls to Bome, dlsela, ‘

4 Pederal-aid primary highwey syeten comprised of the wadn
thvough routes and & Fadersl-sid secondary sysben comprised of the
prineipnl secondary and fender roads wore proposed hy the Tervdtory
and approved Felawary 26, 1957, by the Duvean of Public Suads in
mmwmgwgﬁmm provigions of Section 107 of the Fedupaleaid Highmy
Aot of 1946,

Avads frem Fairbanks through Idvengood and Zureks to Tofiy,
and from Noue to the vieinity of Bupker Hill, are on the Federalesdid
secandary syston and ave, therelora, elipible for improvensnt and
saintenance with Federal participation. Fhe W0-nile inbervent
seciion is mot on the secondury syatenm bub iz marked for possible
future spsten designation. In this senneotion, the Duveay of Fublie
- Roads recontly approves the spsnditurs of 820,000 for 2 location

shudy and economic amalysis to determine fensibility of & complete

 te are forwarding s odpy of your lettor :
 Sdministors Pederal-ald highwuy

Agsistant Yo the
JPBowker:rgh Federsl Highway fdninistrator
RETYPED ‘

PFRoyster/ptw

Control PR-2039 (5/2/58) C. E. Mannerow
ec: E, H. Swick (2) G.M. Williams

t . EQ. Erhar‘bw’”w
B. D, Tallamy Filos
CCUnit

SAAUDLY [BUONEN U} JO SBUIPIOH PALISSBI0a(] [ PAYISSBIOUN SU) WOl paonpoiday



~ Nome Alagka,
April 15, 1958.

Honorable Sinelair Weeks

Sec¢retary pf Commerce . .
Washington D G, ~
Sire~ As this os a grippe, I question it ever getting to your
desk and I may get letter (29) or whatever you have for a kiss-off, I want to get

it &ff my chest add will send it onreg rdless of results,
- HEHHEHHEEEEEHSHEHEEEHE

I have been a resident of Nome and on the Seward Penninsula for fifty nim
years and have done every type of work but tending bar, whieh I did onthe wron
gide to my’ financfal dwtrimnt. I have followed placer mining in all its phazes
as & shovel ghbiff, straw boss, gang boss superintendent and (eneral Manager and
conducted operations for myself,

. I served several seasons as CGeneral Foreman for the Alaska Hoad Conmisson
mining in the winters and prospecting on my own. I was appointed Sdkperintendent of
operations in 1918 until April of 1925 when I wys appn:mted U S Marshal and serwuid
undll September 30 1938,

I hgve served in the Legislature as a member in the How € in the First
Legislature in 1913 and in secsial sessions later in the Sengte being chosen as
President of the Senates in 1953,

When Roosevelt took ths U 8 pff the Gold-Standard ih was the Kiss of Dath
to our economy, espacialy so when mining was declared a usekess occupation and med e
a crime to Not Turn Your Gold Into The Govermment at a pegged prive so with all ecds
in connection with the earrying ona amining peration it is an extremsly hazzardows
occupation, but to one who has the virus from the gold bug,,like a molef he is
unfitted for other ocmpatinna and WANTS TO um

The Gaolagm Survey Reports as well as %hmsa of the lﬂning Bnruan, ALL
stress the Seward Penninsula ag being the r:lckest portion of Northmrica as to
the Diversity of Minerals mw. Nod : e o

E B ar e "

} When the BPR took over the road buolding in the Tcrritory at the firdh
meeting of the Board 97 was made a Priority fom road beteeen Fairbanks and Nrme and
through a portion of thePenninsula KNOWN TO BE POTENTIALY WELL POSSESSED with valualis
mwinerals ., So we wirs &1l hopefuo of getting only what was left from the appropie-
tins to the Alaska RolD Commission when the other Divisions were taken sare of,
When the Aimy Got through with demsnds for What BHEY mnaiﬂmyad Esaentigh,qour hopes
mmmm. Here is the approplation as decided upon - ) %

Third Division 5;000,000,00 % 71%°"
ourt h 1,,000;000,00 %, v¢%e

Plrst. n 21000j000000 4 /#1ho0®
“Becond 1]000,660,00 L5422
of the monéy hppmpiateu for the Seeond Division 100,000.00 dollrs was earmaried

for surveyd, , ‘

With the Plan of the B P R to build to & standard it absolutely blocks
ANY RAL ROAD CONSTRUCTUION onto thees portions where discoveries have been mads.
If%é can just get a pllot road into them we can get over them with orawler type
machines snd justify these twenty five thousdna dollar a mile roafls, As one of the
oldest settled perts of Alasks whieh has tunred around a hindved millions in gold M
AND mmammmsm THE U 87 wwmv m we are mm auormm againy :
boing tmatrd 14k "Ste é

.In ndditiou to !m'!cb appri%iabiona b th ox the m and '
i ne mmxred a bealtlv sum from the sale of Tibwer in the !‘mma Raaarv whic‘h is
somb on Road oonabruot:\nn in thc Re;peotivc Rosema, G & i

I golait your help in trying to mnumce the B ap‘to eonm o3 &
Muuox thu'rerritow in s balmced dmlo mert and giv us and inducemént

S3n the Aray and the Defense are as decrared BT TIE mnm'mmmm Odve
Little fellows who have lived off of our gwm productiod HELP BOW and
for REAL DEVEIOPRMENT whnn we hgve shown BIG HONEY tbo poosibu:!.t.’n’

5 o & (e : qu) D, Jﬂnﬁa, :
ﬁ:“l ~

S




April 25, 1958

Mr. Mennerows ‘

I discussed the attached letter with you by
phone. Since it involves Federal-aid system and
progrem matters in Alaska, matters for which
[érgineering 1is responsible, I believe the reply
should be from Engineering. I have so advised
the correspondence control unit. ‘

The letter mentions that the road from
Fairbenks to Nome was mede a "priority road"
when Bureau of Public Roads took over in Aleska.
This statement is incorrect. This route is not
on the Federal-aid system. -

of - /M

Eric B, Erhart
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BBl BIREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS

MZ‘Q Ba Kﬁ Wj@kg Hegional Bnglneer April 15, 1?5&

Aduneau, Alaske

Holx ; 5, Assistant Commissloner
m; De T

Almoka m&«m(&}mmm Shudy, Home to Fairbanks

We wish to acknovledge recednt of your m andun of Mareh 6
aﬁvmm of seversl stodies mé:amy or proposed "&mmm ﬁk&
id~persent Federal-gid funds.

Our comments were invited on your approval sotlon on a $20,000
study of & possible highway comnection between Nowe and ¥a rm m
study M&, in large part, consist of nesembling and snelysing previons
tudies including & military rallrosd reconnaissence. W a&ﬁmmml
amm :immtigamm& sre slso saticipated.

Imhm@a, a5 ;ycm Wm‘&; ouk, the &am@mem af # highuay mmr
batween these two places ln probebly a longvwway off in the zmm} mg
fact vhat there is considereble local interest in the metber would
Justify sueh s study so that future discussions on the route sowld he

baged on fectusl mgﬁmm*&m b Wmttm$ a mﬁ‘%&:wml awmiml
of i’aﬁs merito.

We pongur ia your ammmm of *tim pmjm*%:,

7

TJKennedy: sab ﬁb@l %\%Wlx/

ce:  Hwy. Planning DF l/’/
Mr. E. H. Swick

i
ERS
i \j\\ :
o
ol
Ta
=
&
H
1
[
1
{
L
:
4
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DARD. FORM NO, 64

AT ORI 2010 . BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS | / oA e
Office Memorand, T
CINOTANAUNI? « UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO *  Mr. E. H. Holmes DATE: April 7, 1958

)
FROM 1 G. M. Williamsé}i ")[/l)

SUBJECT: HPS—l(S) Location study of route from Fairbanks to Nome ,ﬂ Alasks

Mr. Swick's memorandum of March 6 , 1958, concerning the Nome-Fairbanks
route, referred to the Office of Engineering by Mr. Kennedy, has been
reviewed. -

Sectilons of the route west of Fairbanks and north and east of Nome
are on the Federal-aid secondary highway system. The 400-mile intervening
section is marked on our system maps for future secondary system designa-

1 tion. The Department of Defense has shown an interest in the part of the
; route from Fairbanks to Galena.

While development of the route is probably a long way off in the
fubure, we see no objection to going ahead with the location analysis at
this time, as plamned by Mr. Swick. Your attachment is returned.

Attachment

SOAILDIY [BUOHEN 93U O SBUIPIOH PalISSeIDa(] / PaIliSSeoun ay) wolj peonpoiday]



N r it :
i *ANDARD FORN. NO. 64
L s,

AT A

ol 36 LG
W

BUREAU CF PUBL{C ROADS

el Qﬁice Memamndum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

/

k5

TO : Mr. E. H. Holmes, Assistant Commissioner for DATE: March 6, 1958

Resgarch, Washington, D. C.
FROM  : H.gwick, Regional Engineer ) wt

Juneau, Alaska -§}§@ fﬁg“‘\

xjf"‘:f o ,X’r
SUBJECT: Alaska HPS Work Program ‘ Q}fgjf'%fJ§?
v N
[ f'

'“x_percenT monies.  Simultanecus!y if;a:sULTab!e individual 1s available

By our memorandum fo you dated August 9, 1957, approval was
given here to a work program for utilization of the 1957 [ 1/2
percent funds in Alaska. Subsequently a second work HPS program
was approved in effect with the execution of a contract for
economic studies of a ferry system for Southeast Alaska» This
ferry study WaE"SET Up "B M T3y Th Fhe “Amount of $35,008,
and was financed from the primary monies programmed under HPS [(2).

This office now is approving a further allocation of 1958
primary | 1/2 percent monies in the amount of $20,000 to a project
to be identified as HPS [(5). The work fo be accompl ished under
this item is outlined briefly in the attached copies of memoranda
from our Design Section. Involved is +the assembly from a number
of sources of all the information which has been gathered over the
years on @ possible highway routing from Nome to Fairbanks (including
a miIi?§FVWF%TTF6%HWFeconnéféééﬁﬁéf;“SM§¥Javmof”¥HTs“maTerial
in light of modern requirements for highway location, the examination
of available high level air phofographs as a part of route reconnais-
sance, and possibly a few low level flights at pinpointed locations
where information is lacking or where a critical location control
exists,

Public Roads is under considerable pressure from local groups
and from the Highway Commissioners representing the Nome and Fair-
banks Judicial Divisions (fwo members of = five man commission) to
proceed with.the construction of a Nome-Fairbanks Road. Involved
is about 400 miles of undeveloped. country between road termini shor+
distances east of Mome and west of Fairbanks. Over the entire distance
frozen ground is involved and the Yukon River presents -a major stream-
crossing problem. We have countered pressures for the immediate pro-
gramming of funds to extend the routing from each end, with statements
that it was necessary first to make an overal!l location analysis of the :
road, and it is such an analysis that we propose to make with | /2

T we propose some form of economic analysis concerning the feasibility
»of the routing. With fever than 2,000 people at Nome and no port there,
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