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y August 7, 1957 -

Mr. Paul F. Royster .

Acting Assistant Commissionexr for Operations
Bureau of Public Roads

Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Royster: _ , <

In conformity with Section 107 of the Federal Aid Highway
Act of 1956, which provides for the itransfer of the functions of
the former Alaska Roads Commission to the Bureau of Public Roads,
hereaftier the PSS funds for road projects in the Alaskan areas
administered by the Service will be allotted to your Bureau. In
this comnection, our Region Four Office informs us that they will
have an unobligated balance of $35,14%4 of prior year PS&S funds

~7available for trensfer. This amount will be in addition to the

rided for work proposed by the 1958 fiscal year
will cover the $30,000 recently reqguested by
representatives of yeur Bureau to cover surveys on the 21-30 mile
section of the Maunt‘ ‘McKinley Park road this sumer.

The $35,144 will be allotted to you in the near future.
Sincerely yours,
(sgd.) E. T. Scoyen

| E. T. SBcoyen
Assoglate Director

bofor. T S e G L
o (Y 7

S s pot R 3 £, & . ATy B ¢

(oom fe 4l ‘/'awf 2 \/‘&im Comat g B e b)',?),w;./)%‘ R

s

' s3AiyalY [euoleN auy jo sBulpioH payisselosq / paljissepun au moj; péonbojdaa




22010 BUREAU OF PUBLIC HDADS

bl

£

A, St
CEPYy e W

e

Kwr"”;’wé t?mww@w /

M. B. Christensen \ : ’

: ‘ : : : : " |
ilasks Trips of Messrs. Christensen, Palmer and fall v
{Highwey Status and Design snd Construction Problens)

 During bhe period from July 4 bo July 19, inclusive, Hro Jo L Palmer
of the Walntshance Branch, ir. J. H. Hall of the Construction Adm nistration
teanch, and I made a brip to Region 10 to inspect the roads, visit the

offices, shops and camps, and discuss Alasks road problems with Publie
persormel and others. Although the primary purpose of the trip wes
consider construction and maintensnce mabbers, many obher phases
Region 10 acbivities were observed and diseussed. The trip was ;
Mr. Swick's suggestion, to coincide with s berritory~wide trip Ul  and
Hr. Hiend were making for similar purposes. : ‘ -

Attached are separats Yeports vepared by Messrs. Palmer o

. These Teporks are supplemented to some sxbent by comments mzm, e

T have submibted a rumber of separabe reports covering in cons;
some of the festures and problems gbsexved and dis on bhe

Similar sepavate reports covering obher features and problems will follow

r. Palner's yeport lists the primcipal highways over which he and
fir. Wall traveled. With the excepbion of the Alaska, Taylor and Nabesna
nighways, the Tok Cutoff of the Glerm Highwsy, and part of the Hdgerton
Highway, 1 braveled over the same mileags. Whils they were going over this
excepted mileage, 1 went to Nowe with Messrs. Swick and HWieml where we

drove over bhe travelable mileage on the youte northwest of Nome toward

Peller snd as far as Solomon on the road esast of Neme, including the two
Pepyies. Nessrs. Swick and Wieml went te Kodisk Island alse bub those of
us from Waskington spent the time traveling from Valdez to Anchorage and
golng over secondary roads in the Mobamska Valley near Palmer.

lessrs. Palmer, Wall and I alse want over most of the Glacler and Douglas
Forest highways and msny of the obher roads that could be reached by cmr
from Junaau. :

We did not see the Denali Highway, the portion of the Richardson
Highway betwsen the Denali and Gakoma, the Hainen Gutoff, the Copper River
Highway, o muuber of the forest highways in the Panhandle, snd g conslderable
part of the secondary road milesge. fievertheless, it s believed we did
fravel practically all of the most important roads and a sufficient mileage
of the remalnder to get a good understanding of the highway situation and
problems in Alasks.

{more)
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Mr. Palmer and ¥r. @21l both mention the lack of shoulders on the
wain highways. These highwaye wers originglly designed Lo have a 20-foob
bituninous surface with a 2-foot shoulder on each side. The surfacing was
aetuslly placed over the entive p-foob width, howewer, thms legving no
shoulders. I¥ is, of course, desirvable to bnild adequate shoulders as
- wsoon as funds cdn be made aysilable for the purpose.

With respect to the gravel and earbth rosds, it sheuld be ;wmd that
the natural maberial over most of interior Alssks is silt with occasional
arsas of gravel. There is practically ne clay or obher mabural binder
available. Hueh of the gravel is locabed in river valleys thst have been
dredped so thal the grevel has been weshed clesn. Yost of the existing
gravel and esrth rosds have been bullt by the force account method snd the
Alaska Fond Commission had no orushing or scresning eouipment available,
consequently, these voads consish largely of silt roadbeds covered with
pitran gravel with considerabls oversize and little or no binder. Farbhere
move, mich of the mileage of these rouds 1des in loecalities where permafrost
is only a few inches under the sopface of the natural ground.

Tt should be understood that Lhe gravel and sarth rosds are in general
jovebed in aress thabt are larmiy uninbabibted apnd that they were built
prizerily to provide access for mining opsrations or to open up the territory
for homesteadling or recreationsl purposes. Traific ls light bub increasing.
Bituminous trestment or surfacing of sowe kind would be desirable to preserve
the roadbed snd gravel snd o Keep down the dust, bub nevertheless, the roads
in their present vondibion are serving their intended purpose reasonably well.
In considering the émlm of ronds in hlaska, obther than the main highways,
vecognition mist be given Lo the above condibions and to Ghe fact that funds
are very limited and the mileages to be improved or initially comstrucbed
are great. jnother factor to comsider is that all asphalt mast be hauled by
bost from the Stabes and ther transported long distances inland by btruck
50 thebt costs are high.

The main hipghways are papersily in good wmiimm ami rmma
adeguabe to provide for trafiic needs ,although, a8 deseribed by Hessrs. Palmer
and Wall, thers are some deficienciss and obher conditions in nesd of Jmprovemnent .
4 ssvenby-mile ssction of the Alasks Highway extending wesberly Lrom the
Canadian border rewains to be bituminous sarfaced and a few substandard
bridges areiinneed of veplacement. The settions of the Alaska and Richardson
highways that have bscome distorted because of peruafrost conditions, inade~
quate drainage, or haek of reconstruction to adeguate standards befove
surfacing shmlﬁ be vebullt or improved soon.

An undesirsble Peature net mentioned by either Mr. Palmer or ¥r. 33?&&1
is the umm.ghtly condition existing along the roadside on mauy mections of
the highwsys as & resull of the genersl practice of merely mhﬁ.ﬁg bhe
slearing and grubbing debris inte the trees or inte & window alomg the outer
pdpes of the elearsd areas. The diffienltiss lnvolyed in disposing of the
trees, brush snd stumps by burningare recognized. Theve s no sppavent reason,

{more;
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however, why the unsightly piles of Lrees, brush, stumps, Boulders and dire:
could neb bave boen leveled off and placed in a mich more prassntable
condition ot relstively little cost. The condition will be Improved
eventually by becoming overgvown with vegetation but is guite unalirachive
during the intervening two or three years. 3t is recommended that on
Tuture constrachbion provigion bs mads for cleaning wp and otherwise Drproy-
ing ths rosdside bo whhbever sxbent is veasorable. Y& way be fessible for
sminbenancs crews bo do some improvement of Lhe rosdsides along the existing

Toids .

- It 1s propused bo recomstract to s fonr-lane stondard the first six
miles of the Richardson Highway at the Faivbanks end to meet traffie needs.
This will lnvolve some diffieult right-ni~wey problems within and spproaching
the eiby. The wost desirable Jogabion would | mEs over lands within the
Alasks Corsmricetion Faeilities reservation and it is suestionsble whether
bhis right~of-way can be obbained without sxbreme diffienlty, 18 ab alls
Uifficult lacation and right-of-wsy problems also exist et Anchorsge and
Jenean with respsct to the primapy Federalsid routes. In fach, thers is
no resdily apparent way to locobte and comsbtiuet & highway Y0 reasonably
adecunte stondards through Junesw withoub destroying meh of the Lown,

Adasks this yoar up to the tims we left. As a result, nearly all consbruction
was considerably abead of anticipated schedule. Such rapid progress had ‘
been wads on bliuminews swxfacing opersbions that the supply of asphalt at

the Vsldez tank farm had become exhausted. A tanker brimging ancther loed
from the States was dus to syrive shoub July 20. In the nesntime asphalt

was belng hauwled from Anchorsge to vonkinne the work.

Unusually Cavorable westher for Tipghway mmmfm,mn bad prevalled :’m ‘

Ingofar as Nr. Palwer, Yr. Hall apd T are concernsd, the trip bo
4lasis and time spent thereare considered to he yury maeh worbhwhile
& wealth of information was galned that should be very belpiul bo all
Hashington office personnel concerned with Alaska eebivities. in addition
it is believed Bhat some combributions were made that will be heldpful to
the persornel of Beglon 10. :

e were very favorably impressed by Lhe Reglon A0 personnel, with
whom we had vonbaeh, which included practieslly all of those in key
popibions and a sumber of lower grade euployees. Fe weve partieularly
impressed with the srcsllent dbtailed Imdiledge and understending of the
sltuation and probleme in Alasha that Mv. Swick hed gained during his few
weeks assignment thewe. :

Atbachment

MBChristensen:lme
¢t - My, Swick
¥r. Erharts~.
Mr. Christensen
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