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project and the Forest Boundary, Mile 58,is under contract for
reconstruction and a major portion of this section will be relocated
to avold long and steep grades on the present highway, The portion
fron Mile 39 to Mile 58 (forest Highway Route 5) is under contract
for paving and will probably be completed in August 1957,

Route No» 6, Steese Highway « Pairbenks to Circle and Circle fot Springs
the first two miles out of Fairbanks have been paved and ‘the

next three miles are under contract for grading. The remainder of
the route is low standard gravelesurfaced road in fair condition,

Route No. 7, Elliott Highway

This gravel-surfaced road extends from Fox, Mlle 10 on the
Steese Highway, to Livengeod. No major improvements are contemplated.
However, the Territory is initiating construction of an extension of
this road to the mining commnities of Eureka and Manley Hot Springs
west of Fairbanks,

Route No. 8, Denali, Righway

this route includes the McKinley Park roads as well as the
new access road being built from Paxson, Mile 186 on the Richardson
Highway, to Mb. McKinley Park, Construction, which bas been per~
formed by Poree Account, is complete from Paxson west for 40 miles
to the MacLaren River, and from the Susitna River, 56 miles east of
Cantwell, to Cantwell and to McKinley Park, connecting there with
the Park Highway extending weet to Kantishna, The reconstructed
section of this highway between the Susitna and MecLaren Rivers is
under contract fox grading and the Alaska Road Commission expects
that the road will be open for traffic by June 1, 1957.

Route Noe 9, Haines Highway

fhe Haines Highway from Haines to the Alaska-Canada Border
ab Mile LO is paved, The Canadian section from Mile LO to the Alaska
Righway Junction at Mile 160 (Alaska Highway Milepost 1016) is a
gravel-surfaced road kept open td travel only during the sumer
months, No major improvements are contemplated.

SOAIYOUY FEUONEN SU) JO SHUIN|OL Paylssejag / payissejour ay}Wo peonpaidey



Copper River Highway

The route has been constructed between Cordova and Alaganik
Slough at Mile 22 and this portion is on the Forest Highway System
and maintained by the Bureau of Public Roads, The roadbed is the
old Copper River Railroad whith has been converted to highway. The
road is narrow with no surfacing of any kind except pitrun gravel.

The project covering the section between Mile 22 and Mile 39
and crossing the Copper River delta is under progress but will probe
ably not be completed this fall as anticipated, It is most likely
that 14 will be well inte 1957 season before the project is completed.

The Alaska Road Commission has under progreas, a location
survey from Mlle 39 towards Katalla. .

The se¢tion between Mile 39 and Mile 51, "The Million Dollar
Bridge", has been surveyed and Alaska Road Commission has, at the
present time, a crew surveying north from Mile 51, Some surveying
bas also been done from Chitina south.

The present route between Chitina and Willow Creek is an old,
very low-standard road with grades up to 15-18 percent and about a
l2~foot width with no surfacing of any kind. The bridges are in
particularly bad condition and are all posted for a S«ton load limit
and a Semile per hour speed limit, The present road is of no par
tioular value in connection with the proposed through highway between
Cordova and Willow Creek except as an access road,
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08-00 BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS . 0
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August 24, 1955
Mr. F. E.Andrews, Division Engineer

Chr. F, Wyller, District Engineer

We are in receipt of your memorandum of August 19, 1955 with
a copy of Deputy Commissioner Clark's memorandum of August 17th.con-
cerning the status of principal routes in Alaska. The following is

_&supplementary report covering ‘the status of the route between Cordova
via Chitina to Willow Creek on the Richardson Highway.

-

"fhe route has been constructed between Cordova and Alaganik
: Slough at Mile 22 and this portion is on the Forest Highway Systemee ae and maintained by the Bureau of Public Roads. ‘The roadbed is the’ old Copper River Railroad which has been converted to highway.

'
The

ngaroad is narrow withnenosurfacing.of..any..kind except pitrun gravel.
"gf The section betweenenAlaganik and Mile 39 on the west side of Copper

ow River delta. is now under contract by the Alaska Road Commission

veh? with a completion date set in the fall of 1956. This section FoLE follows the old railroadutilizingoldrailroad.steelbridges.
———" —gettionbetweenMile 39 and Mile 51, ‘the Million Dollar Bridge",

' has been surveyed and Alaska Road Commission has, at the present
: time, a crew surveying north from Mile 51. Some surveying has also
\ been done from Chitina south.

wed \ The present route between Chitina and Willow Creek is an old,
|

very low-standard road with grades up to 15-18% and about a 12 foot
|}

width with no surfacing of any kind. The bridges are in- particularly
{ bad consition and are all posted for a 5 ton load limit and a 5 mile
| per hr. speed limit. The present road is of no particular value in

connection with the proposed through
highway

between Cordova and Willow
Creek except as an access road.

pvt Alaska Road Commission officials are not very optimistic about

at] ‘ getting any substantial appropriations towards completion of this
u

_

route. Their present plan is to use what funds they can obtain to
improve the present road between Chitina and Willow Creek. Apparentlythey do not contemplate the reconstruction to through-highway standards,
but merely improvement of the present road, including new bridges.

—

An alternate route from Mile 101 on the Copper River route up
the Tiekel River to Mile 46 on the Richardson Highway has been con-
sidered for the past few years. This route is only 16 miles long, but
would require very heavy construction for about. 10 miles. The alternate
is still being considered, particularly since the construction of a dam

|

at Wood Canyon, a few miles below Chitina, has been suggested. The
—

"
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Mr. F. E. Andrews -~2- August 24, 1955

construction of this dam would create a lake about 90 miles long and
place the proposed highway on the old Copper River Railroad, the town
of Chitina and portions of the present road between Chitina and Willow
Creek under 300 to 400 feet of water. A very expensive relocation of
the highway would be necessary...

Another alternate under discussion is to leave the Copper River
Railroad at Mile 70 and construct a road up the Tasnuna River, a dis-
tance of about 30 miles, and connect with theRichardson Highway at
Mile 24, a few miles south of Thompson Pass. This alternate would
probably be the least expensive, but it defeats one of the original
arguments for the Copper River Highway, which was that it would not
be necessary to cross any high pass and eliminate the need for long
and steep grades. :

In connection with this route should be mentioned the possibil-
ity of constructionof a road between Mile 39 on the east side of the
Copper River delta and Katalla and then east towards Icy Bay. An exten-
sive oil exploration project including the drilling of test wells is
now underway in the area between Katalla and Icy Bay. If a major oil
field should be discovered in this area, it would unquestionably result
in heavy pressure for the construction of a highway to connect the
area with Cordova, the nearest feasible deep water harbor. The Alaska .

Road Commissionhas at this time a reconnaisance party in the field
together with a party from the Geological Survey investigating possible
routes between Mile 39 on the Copper River Highway and Katalla. If
the need for the construction of this route should become urgent, it
will probably mean deferment of the construction north towards Chitina
from Mile 39.

The plans for the Copper River Highway are, as can be seen from
the above, very indefinite, and are to a certain extant, dependent on
wher developments in the area. It is for this reason that the route

-not mentioned in our previous report.
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08-9 BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS
STANDARD FOrM NO, 64

Office Memorandum ° UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO 3

FROM :;:

SUBJECT:

Mr. A. G. Glark, Deputy Commissioner, DATE: September 5, 1956
/. Washington, D. CG.

Chrof Fy r, District Engineer,°
Juneau, Alaska

In response to your wire toMr. F. E. Andrews, Division
Ingineer, we are submitting the following report on the Alaska High.
ways, bringing up to date our reports of July 20, 1955 and August
2h, 19553 .

Route No. 1, Richardson Highway - Valdez to Fairbanks

The entire route has been reconstructed and is now paved from
Valdez, Mile 0 to Mile 36, from Mile 70 to 128, and from Mile 227 to
Fairbanks, The sections between Mile 36 and 70.and 128 to 227 are

|

under contract for paving. It is not believed that the paving will
be completed before the end of the 1957 season, —

Route No. 2, Alaska Highway - Ganadian Border to Big Delta

it is expected that the reconstruction of the section between
the Canadian Border, Mile 1221 and Northway at Mile 1265 will be
completed this fall, including base course of crushed gravel. The
section between Tok at Mile 131 and Halfway Inn, Mile 1385 is under
contract for repair and patching of pavement.

Route No. 3, Glenn Highway - Anchorage to Tok Junction

The paving of the section between Gulkana Junction and the
Chistochina River was completed in the fall of 1955 and the entire ~

highway is now paved and in good condition,’

Taylor Highway

Some stage construction is still in progress on this road
through permafrost areas,

Route No. li, Seward-Anchorage Highway

No change since reports of 1955.

Route No. 5, Sterling Highway

The project which was started last year including reconstruction
and paving of the Kenai Spur and a portion of the main highway from
Soldotna eastward will probably be completed this fall. The section

SONUOLY [EUOEN ay] Jo SHUIp|OH paylssejoag / paylsseoun) ayy WoY peonpoiday



Mr. A. C. Clark ~2- September 5, 1956

_ between this project and the Forest Boundary, Mile 58 from Seward,
is under contract for reconstruction and a major portion of this
section will be relocated to avoid long and steep grades on the pre-
sent highway. There is no change from Soldotna to Homer.

Alaska Forest Highway Route 5, Kenai River Highway, is part
of the Sterling Highway, The Forest Highway section is now under
contract for surfacing and paving, which will probably be completed
‘by August 1957.

Route No. 6, Steese Highway- Fairbanks to Circle and Circle Hot Springs

The first two miles out of Fairbanks have been paved and the
next three miles are under contract for grading. Otherwise there is
no change from the report of last year,

Route No. 7, Elliott Highway -

There is no change on this route.

Route No. 8, Denali Highway System
aL. te .

_ & reconstructed section of this highway between the Susitna
and MacLaren Rivers is under contract for grading and the Alaska Road
Commission expects that the road will be open for traffic by June 1,
1957.

Route No. 9, Haines Highway

No change since 1955 reports.

Copper River Highway

The project covering the section between Mile 22 and Mile 39
and crossing the Copper River delta is under progress but. will probably
not be completed this fall as anticipated. It is most likely that
it will be well into 1957 season before the project is completed.

%

The Alaska Road Commission has under progress, a location
vey from Mile 39 towards Katalla.

va Otherwise, there is no change on this route, including the sec-

/
pee tion between Chitina and Willow Creek.
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