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Ne. We K, Boardman
Menager
Ketchikan Chamber of Commerce
Ketehiken, Alaska

Deax Mr. BSonrdman:

Your letter of February 28, 1957, addressed to the Honorable
Sinclair Weeks, Sedretary of the Department of Commerce, has been
referred to me for reply. The Bureau of Publica Roads informs ma that.
a Federal-aid primary system and a Federal-~aid secondary system have
been determined recently as required by the provisions of section
LO7(a} of the Federal-Aid Highway Ach of 1956. ‘Included on the Federal-
aid primary systen is a route from Ketchikan via Wrangell, Petersburg
and dunesu to Haines. On the Federal~aid secondary system is a route
from Ketchikan to Anette Island, The question of the establishnent
of a ferry service and its operation is one concerning wich the Bureau
of Public Reads would be glad to receive suggestions from the Territory
of Alaska,

You alse inquire concerning a ferry operation between Ketchikan
and Prince Rupert, A similar question was recently asked of the Bureau
af Public Roads by Highway Engineer Reed of Alaska, He was advised
that under the provisions of section 10? of the Federal-Ald Highway Act
of 1956 there would be no legal authority for the construction of tenni+
nal facilities in Canada or for the operation of a ferry in Canadian
webera. %.

You are probably familiar with Public Law 884 of the Bibh
Congress (70 Stat, 888) which established an Alaska International Rail
and Highway Cowmission, Although this law doas not specifically mention
ferries 14 1a possible that under the duties of the Commission to make
studies of additional highway facilities and routes between the conti-
nemtal United States and Alaska, consideration might be given in auch
shudies to ferry operations between Alaskan ports and British Columbia.
The law dees authorize cooperation with officials of Canada and of the
province of British Columbia, 7 “

Your interest in the highway problems of oka..d&.apprectated and we will. keep in mind your offer to assist us WEhfarthereo.)|
information if we require it. PAPER

PY
3
(182

Sincerely yours,

biBurea af Publie Sande é

RLangion: je 57
Control Nox 38515 Gen. Gounbidits S+ RebhaghtAe sryoy
Signerts Copy. . «eet Files £2) Mr. A, ¢, ClarkReturn to Publie toads Legal Me. G. NH, Milas ~He. A. Slecle Masers. Chel schensen
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»Tee “

Honorable E. L. Bartlett
Rouse of Representatives

Dear Mr, Barbleth: a

Under date of September 5, 1956, you wrote me asking
whether under section 107(b) of the Federal-Aid Highway Act of
1956 there is authority to construch a ferry te serve between
Skagway, Alaska and Prince Rupert, British Columbia. We advised
you, under date of September 14, 1956, that the matter was being
given a careful study and that you would be informed of our con~
clusion.

Highway Engineer Reed of Alaska asked us the same question.
in a letter enumerating several, highway problems. We have recently
advised Mir, Reed that we do not believe that under section 107(b)
there would be

authority
ta eonstract a terminal im Prince Rupert,

British Colambie. We feel that this would require additional leg-
islebion and, of course, an agreement with Canada, We also informed
Mer. Heed that under section 107(b) there is authority to construct
and operate a ferry within the Territorial limite of Alaska if the
route of the ferry should be placed on the Federal~aid System.

If we can be of further service to you do not hesitate to
write us.

Sinesrely yours,

Sab CURTISS
“Curtiss

Cos artis of Public Roads
RLangdon:je
ec: Mr. J. CG. Allen

Mr. A. C, Clark
Mr, G. M. Williams
Files (2)
Legal
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FROM; 0 JG, ALEBN (24-20) APRIST

0. 0

«GBIGLIONEJ Alaska be den
“SUBJECT:

conmeacr SSHRORO cu HVE, BRINGES,

“Your memo of 12/20/86 (att) raised certainquestions regarding the |

|

financing of construction contemplated. under one
° budgetary item with”residues fnom.

completed
|‘projects,

It is our view“thett!‘af the proposed. construction is.“contemplated byany budgeted item, should: be satisfactory to proceed with that. construc~_tion even though. it overruns |‘the estimate of the line. item in ‘the ‘budget Deestimate provided: there |iis a- sufficient underrun in another construction :_

line item to offset the overrun. In other words, after it is determinedthat the construction is contemplated by the budget,. thereare but two
|

liminations, i. e.,) the total:appropriated.for construction & the Budget
Bu, apportionment, 4 .

See File No, (ALASKA, GLENN HWY, BRIDGES) F.H..

BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS
ue
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PUBLIC ROABS ATMINISTRATION:

File No, (ALASKA) FH,
CR@SS REFERENCE

Bate 2/11/57

(23-10)
(08-00)
ig

From CLARE

To ANDRE,

Sub ject REPORT OF OPERATIONS ON F.H. SYSTRM-FISGAL YRAR 1956,

?
Reference is made to your 1/17/57 memo forwarding two photographs talenof scenes on the relocated Sunset Hwy, (Wash, F.H. Route ¢) for use in thes

4subject report, ,
The 1/17 memo refers to another dated Mee. 29,1956" subritteda "narvativereport on F.H, projects,..". As we have not reed a memo on this subject‘ dated 12/29, it is assumed that this date was given in error & that the in--Q\,tent was to refer to your memo of 12/20 which replied, in part, to our re-

WY anes » by furnishing us with some coverage of the construction
highlights, This informetion has been gratefully reeds however, if additional
photographs are available to illustrate work on other routes or projects,your submission of a few more appropriate photographs will also be greatlyappreciated,

4s compilation of data reed. from the several regions is now well under
‘way, we wish to cell your attention to the fact that the additional F.H, needs
report for the State of Mont., as referred to in your memo of 12/19 has not
yet been reed, in this office; nor have we reed. a reply to our 12/13 memo to
you requesting clarigication of the data submitted covering T.H, work“ aAlaska, Presumably the X: latter question was referred to the regional CAoffice in Alaska, Your cooperation in expediting the submission of the de- “Le )sired information is requested, yy«See File No. (DIV 3) TE 15
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‘BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS

Mr, M. B. Christensen January 7, 1957

“4 f. AyineyAo.
wed

Bric E. Erhart

Atteched 1s a report of a map study made at the request”
of Mr. F. C. Turner of possible routes whichmight be selected—to connect the Copper River Highway in Alaska with the Richardson
Highway in the event the proposed dam is constructed at Wood
Canyon. The study also includes

diecusaion |

of possible routes
to

‘tthe
Me
(Garthy Kennicott area.

;

_ No ettempt has been made to determine construction costs
|

on ‘the several. ‘routes ‘discussed since details as to conditions
—

affecting costs are entirely lacking forsuch determinations,
—

‘Ftela investigation of the area involved may result in finding
that some of the routes shown on the map are not feasible, that other
possible locations are more favorable. —

Attachnent
i?

LEErhart mk /ec w Federal Projects Branch

SONY |EUONEN OU) Jo SHUIPIOY palyssefoag / payisselouN ay} Wo paonpoidey



ReproducedfromtheUnclassified/DeclassifiedHoldingsoftheNationalArchives

.*SuneTueyO49aduwredpaeaTty
muyyTugdnApseqevepenurqguesvarypusteaty2addeypagsazapuonrres
OLEXONTULTTUD04ApesoTowearQSayypanoTTaropalhpearprerpro
BY9QuadoyFuppueyscopunagPaupyRig04paqpeetLuntrenuseqeon

“WPIONpuedeatyceddogpoucpuiqeagaqueggeadagewvogoTTTanpoe
MOTLOFOFStposodoudseAvagStyJoaTtyaedidog049‘ogeeStesaqeqe9

foUNpUBIOMeSQUTTY“HhuoqaoH“ayUfanoquenodqay

*TORGTYIYMSMOSaqPTROS"yaarOGGUOTPBAOTSYeGasoqOfLraqTD
wEFODSTTAseyTPOOLywnaprenqeyyButTunese“uorgeasratosmuesTenqoy -*FoayUcaUOTZBOCTPwooyuSTEMAeTSwNUITUpEongseqaezoon*T

BOPABASTSpounsesaavyanApnysstyyJoaaodundayycog*yoaz
O56TOTQRASTS09Tere,WeReMoyFwtspEsUTyTasetpTMGMATTNGJT pue4yusteqUT4eeyO99qaqHaqDTHONpascdoadaeaepony

“dikeOtyHOUMEYSgesUOTYTpUOD64
KozakTTRAydeaiodoyofaatqeradpe.ousucTyRAdesqenueguOTZEAaTY

"HeePAYORGGUOU4MOLEPATRIGeausUATEaeseoUByETC"souE
spucdsediooJOSOTAedpueBexayyzoApngedemewopaseqqoeford

AMMEHJeaatydeddegayygouopsenostp@etDerpaoptog

“paqenseTs
8GTEA20attataupmortresAeayetyagowerdpaateouasAranc

“fFaerdaug"arTnqStwepstungr“ueduenpooyyewepBeOATAZenTy
seddeguagoefordopaqastecapaAywaotypucedAaeirpeprasdeBcoy

UOTHOTUMCDAOCTOkapagAYLTauopyworrddeweperzysxyeyeeTy
Foleaoyouyyo"*quy“uoTyepoassyaanogwuseTyTedquanag?

.“AGRUITHUOSRAGINTYSuULTAWOTMette @PUsBUTITTOpaBERUOTIORAauOSAwwetySwppueiweaFoqoataea4,
WTSséoaangeepawpey‘apveyoprqngJonvamgongojAoualteqenq
JOJagat,oy09aotid‘uoTantuODpuOYmISETYSuGatpooqs

~“TOpPUnSE4T‘ARALTERWHOQRONUGAONpueaeatydeddegayyJopaqpear
PALOPUegeSy}FOaanwKETEKENAupywupuesFuyserreysqnousnwots

UOPPORAQSUSSSUBTeysupsFoATORAELataT*aeeygaousertEeoq
BACHAODWORTGOwQUOSAapunetaopoyatduosvsayseqpeorauour¢.
quegecdayyqy‘edwedAumtoyuoTQEtep{eUCDzopuRUeaqaafqeeo5

a).UGBAGDIODWOEEBASETYJodoptaeqir;egy04sescaraptagadc4
oBeuperptoatyJeddegayqupAvauipy@yoqueudotesepong

BoaYQQoaTpuNeEysugoFpue
-

:
AGaUSTEWospaMyazyoyofLOTYoOoUUEDpUE

AnateatyteddenayyJoApnggdeyzoqaodsy



ReproducedfromtheUnclassified/DeclassifiedHoldingsoftheNationalArchives

"QUFFet4,JOVOTVOSTTDPURaUMTOAeyBOpesRG
eqadaptedprnomAemysTyUORPteYyaTY84WTAuoTyeouucRzogtrrod

09BEUOTSTH!TSHGuyqnogeaypTNONseqnocetatssdadamq.
Seo,JOuoTZoNeysueDJoWdueyTegy,“euTeucy,Toumoqoungougaou
SalpaKpSqroqeAgmaityuospasyotyou.upetpueuepyoactpApa97c0n
“UptoGMOTTOTSaeayywUTANOy,oyBuTipyaqsq(4)aowupaueyay

AQSUSTHUospaeyoTyayywpeo4aeataeqyJosaraqqqnesayy.daenuTy
“od(HF)SedTOYUSongadeatoygquypodatusworg“SSTSTTHatacweo4

POMOTTOSO¢PTHOMaroamesadayyJOWegeatyBUrpSuOTugfoeeTs
YASSeyCTLOLINwodg“gearooO*TucTYBASTesepeq09spusosap
PROPUARGIG|gYOMpuoseqENTOTT94pRoyTrogayuogackey

PIRPURASBOTBUuosatdeyULTMSPTOUTOopTriomgadUEUOTQYOOT|en4
BUTETUOJOWON“apelepeoayrespTOsayuoTETeTSaupgTugJo
quemeTyiesqueseadayysxogepuseqtecddaog(uqduetuysHwadouT

MICEPUR)UOTZORIQAUODAeUsTYUyBuTaTnesauesuNDo4qTo
SpTs4genay4uosadetsseptsdaegeaayao4woTqenoTwoyged

ougwoayfemeABaNETYayy,aULOTPTNORwepeYyQfouOTLontgeMD
faqysuotuegpooyoy9soTeqaeTTUonyAsawoaySupaags

*(POqetidsuedSTwep
euy.KORFeAxegsagau6GPTROMBUTZTUS99eoTadasQuUyapes7}

LOMBWspseyoyyOFWoppssatieg=<"TFayterasay

*pequeseadoqprnoneangoydqueaerrip@“epeatpeoapreseuyeyASouATy
pus‘supyTyD07Need]MOTTTNMaryJJoynguoytespyoy,BTAsyegys
wepau404SBeNOeTT“qquoTUUAYcqpuRAganaTHuoEpAmATYBu4.OF

BaspaeySwpq_oeunosBaynesJoeoToyOsyeoUENTTUTfrenotaqoprnos41
‘ogadind4a;OyopasdpeoayyadproayyFowoTQEyTTyqauetoyUOTA

S2oaTHteddenwpaBacpconwoaypeptaoddstLesuptufqageooeIT
*pagodandwoT{ONAGQeUODSOTO4TSWEDOUOfBeeneJOseQneE|uyst
VOLMSNOSTEBUTNOTTOZoqiYpavotguemqouotqoTuwegtay

|*(q0oTiuEYpuE
SugcegoyJOsquewe,yyes)wereJeatyBuTaTpasddnau,

gAdesOfABMDTYGangaBaossuotetAcjzd*¢

*AORUATHUOEPseYATHeuyUTMwOTQeauTENBO49,

OPTSWpBYQMOTeqseTTeongqnoqefeewoay“Hema
teatyaeddonoyaorvergeoeTutafuayo7PT

*eTEng9TIES
Wep97%Gey.ZupuMesepaseptsnesaqgeneaeepqordwrenoat:



wo3«

overall, the cost to connect the Copper River Highway with
She Wicherdson Mighway, assuming the dam is built, would be cone

giderasbly greater than without the dam. Heintenance costs would
algo he greater because of a greater length of aldehil. donstrnce
tion. Advantage to be gained from use of the present Edgerton
-Guter? (without the dan} would lergely be in the nature of access
during construction since 14 is wndergtoad that this road has no

aelvage value. Its bridges are reported as being in particularly
bad cond.blots

Assuming that services to the Chitina area will not be -

yequived following construction of the dams eonpiderabion could be

given to @ location for the Copper Miver Road whieh would connect
with the Richardien Highway without approaching the proposed redere
voir spon, For this eitumtion there are several posslbilitiaa,
@ach of which has been given some study according to correspondence
frou the field, One such route would make use of the old rallrosd
grade to the mouth of Tiekel River, (raiiyond mile about W2)y
would then develop up Tlekel River for 16 miles to Richardson
Highway ob Mile 46 on that route, Tt is understood that this rowhe

would include 10 miles of very heavy construction. A second altere
nate, vie Tasnuna River, departing from the old vaileoad geade ab
about Hille 63, is salen available. This route vould involve about
30 miles of congiruotion from Copper River to Richerdsen Higheay
ghich would be joined eo few miles south of Thompson Pass, 3% is
indieated bhat the route via Tesmuna River would be the Jeaat
expentiive but it would dafeat one of the originel ergumente in
fayoy of the Copper River Roube, thal being the absence of heavy
grades,

‘fhe tabulation attached hereto permits comparison of some

ef the important elements involved in the goveral routes degeribed
Above.

.

Problen Nose 2 =
|

%

fhe second problew that would be introduced by construction
of the Vood Canyon Yam is the revision in the heretofore contome

plated higimey casterly from Ghitina up Chitine Rives to NeCarthy
and Konnicott. The plan has beea to construct e bridge across
Copper River near where the old railroad bridge crossed the stream,
thence to follow the abandoned vailroad to Kennieott, a distance
of aboot 60 miles, With the construction of the dam, 1b would not
be feasible to epose the river ab Ghitdna and, further, several
wiles ef the old railroad voadbed east of the river wowld be inun-
dated (Le ia nob certain that exiebing maps eceurstely show the
old veilroad location in this area).

SOMO [EUONEN Buy Jo SHUIpIOL] Payissejeq / paylssejoun ey) Woy peonpo:dey
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Agsuming that the dam will be Ganstructbed, the following
pogelble means of providing hichwey service te the Kenmicoth area
showld be considered

ie Perry operation across the reservolr at Chitina and
vohablittation of the old vreilroad roadbed te KennLeott,. This
plan would involve the least in construction eest but would have
the disadventarce of ferry operation and the waintenanee eos con«
nected therawith.

24 By a hivinny Located in the
panen Creek crate

~ Under
this plan the point of departure from the Copoer River Road would
be wt about Eolleoad Mile 317 where a brides acroos the river would
be necessary, followed by sidehill grade developmant on the east
side of the river ts Canyon Creek, thenea up Canyon Greek, Gin
alternate to bridging the river would be to oroas bhe river on the
dam at Wood Canyon, asmuming this to be physleally and esconemliendiy .

feasible, and thence southerly to Camyon Creek, Travel distance
froa Cordova to Eermicott would be increased about 8 miles while
that from the Richardson Highway to Kennicott would be decreased &
corresponding amount. Another agoreach to the Canyon Creek Route
thet wight merit consideration would be vle Terai Greek after
trosainy Cooper River on the proposed dam, Sy developing wo Taral
Creek te Lis headwaters, thence down Pass Creek, the Canyon Creek
Route as deserlbed above could be Joined about 6 miles east of
Gopper River, This would involve additions] adverse grade ard
diitienks terrain),

The Lovabion would centbimie up Caryon Creek to Sumit Lake
{elevation about 3,000 feet) thence descend te Tebay River (eleveblon
1,600 feet) thence sarberly uo Nanagiie River to a suaalt between
Honagite and Chakina Rivers (elevation eboub 2,800 feet). From
this suasit the roube would descend in the Chakina Niver drainage
te @ oressing of Chitina Rivex over the east end of the propssed
romervols and northeasterly to McCarthy where the abandoned rall~
road would be rejoined, This route, in addition to being about
12 miles longer than the abandoned pal lroud rowte, would have the
further disadvantare of additional rige and fell, Cost would be
considerably greater conaidering that 24 would involve 911 new con~
struction for about 80 miles sa compered with the old railrosd
route where there would be about 60 mlles of salvagable roadbed,

3» Vis Sremer River « Studying this situation on the map,
i% appears That a voute whieh would depart from the old Copper River
veilroad at reilrond Mile 76 sight be feasible, After crosaing
Copper and Bremer Rivers, the main Brames, thence the North Pork
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