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2600 BURBAY 0? PUBLIC ROADS

%
>< e | i

i Mr, Sdgar B, Bwick, Reglomel Euzi.m, { ”h 13. 1937 71 /4/
. Juneaw, Alsska : § (}(kféé‘

VTR b

C. W, Phillipe, Chief, Real ¥state and Msht‘-af-my Plvision,
Haghington, D. €.

Withdrawal of lande in Alashka

Artached 18 a copy & lettar regeived from Mr. M. R. Hoclmmth
e ted March 7, 1957’, hf\m to v&thdrml of lands in Aleska, which
g w wli«m‘plmmry.

M? %" Tt will be appreciated i¢ you will advise us whether you concur
, grq{v{%&mm%&ﬂ S‘W request for withdrawal formerly made by the Alssha Road Mnuon.

S Iamth

Attachmont

JRJohnson/ jr}j
ce: Central Piles (2)
Mr. H, R. Hochmuth (Interior)
Mr. Swick .
R/W Divisiow~
ot R/W Yolder
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Heo W By Bosydman

Ysnager

Ketehikan Chember c»f Comneree
Betehikan, Alasska

Dear Mpy. :ﬁamﬁmm

 Your letter of February 28, 1957 , addressed to the Hemmma _
Sinelair Weeks, Secretary of the Depariment of Commerce, has been
referrad to me for veply, The Buresu of Publie Hoads informs me '&haﬁ

a Federaleald primsry system and a Federal-aid secondary system haw
been determined recently as required by the provisions of section

107(a) of the Federal-Aid Highway Ast of 1956, Included on the Fedeml»
aid primsvy system is & roube from Ketchikan via Weangell, P@t@rsburg :
and Juneau to Haines. On the Federal-sid secondary system is a
from Ketohilkan to Amette Islend, The gquestion of the establishme
of a ferry service and its operation iz one concerning which the |

of Public Roads would be glad to receive suggestions from *bh@ Tarrimxy
of Alaska,

?mu also inguirs mnmmmg a ferry operation hatwean zs:mmm
aund Prince Rupert, A similar question was recently ssked of the Bum
of Pyblic Roads by Highway Engineer Reed of Alaska, He was sdvised
that under the provisions of section 107 of the Federal-Ald Wighway m,
of 1956 there would be no legal authority for the construetion of termi

nal faeilitics in Canada or for the operation of a fwxvy in e;maai
wabers, Mo

You are W@bably familisr with Public Law 884 of th& &%h

Congress (70 3tat, 888) which established an Alasks International Rail
and Highway Commission, Albhough this law does not specifically mention
ferries it is possible that under the duties of the Commission to make
studies of additional highway faeilities and routes between the conti-
nental Unibed States and Alaska, consideration might be glven in such
studies to ferry operations between Alaskan ports and British Coli bia,.
The law does authorize cooperation with officials of Canada and M‘ \

provinge of British Columbia, | . e
Yﬁur interest in the highway problems of Als ska ;i,,gmm@pmw

ated and we will keep in mind your offer to assist us Withiferthie (0 5

information if we veguire it. P Toapy

b
: k‘;fa

Sincerely yours,

/\
Bursay of Publle Hoads j (7 'Q
Hlangdont Jo Swieiy
Control No. 38515 o, CounkRyts S. Bpihsehlld ..o
Sgnorts Gopy et Filea {2) ¥ A, O, Dlark
. Return to Publie Hoads Iﬂﬁ&i Mr, G. ¥, 9ilame

DMy ke Bledls Vasavre, Owed PR )

<" sBAoIY [euoEN 3y 10 SBUIPJOH PaSSe|Iaq / PalISSEIaU SU) WOl PRoNpoIday




: s e ek |
2600 : fl;}ﬁﬁff A""‘ﬁmm 6, 195-y ‘

Honoratle E., L. Barblett
House of Represenbatives
Washington 25, D, C.

Deayr Mr. Berbtlebi: ¢

Under date of September 5, 1956, you wrote me asking
whether under section 107(b) of the ?eﬁaral»&m Highway Act of
1956 there is authority to comstruct a fervy to serve between
Skagway, Alaska and Prince Rupert, British Columbia, We advised
you, under date of Sephember li, 1956, that the matter was being

given a careful sbudy and that you would be informed of our con-
clusion,

Highway Pngineer Reed of Alasks asked us the same guestion
in a letter enumerating several highway pmhlam. We have mmmy
advised lir, Need that we do not believe that mnder section 107(b)
thers would be suthority to construet a terminal im Prince Rupert,
Britizh Colmmbia, We feel that this would require additional leg-
islation and, of course, an agreement with Canada. We also informed
M. Reed tha% under segtion 107(b) there is authority to construect
and operate a ferry within the Territorisl limite of Alsska if the
route of the ferry should be placed on the Federal-aid System.

If we can be of further service to you do not hesitate to
uwrite us,

Sinesrely yours,

s %
D, CURTISS
%ﬁ} (?m%ias
gommi ssioner of Public Hoads
Hlangdon:je
¢e: o Mr. J. C. Allen
Mr. A, C., Clark
Mr, G. M. Williams
Files (2) :
Legal
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Form M 115

'f“f“‘\.‘ B

PUBLIC ROABS ATMINISTRATIGN

File No.  (ALASKA) F.H,

CR®SS REFERENCE

From CLARH ( 3 lO)
(08-00)
oo

To ANTRT
Sub ject REPORT OF QPFR&T.LONS ON F.H. SYSTEM-FISCAL YEAR 1956,
7

Reference is mﬂﬂo to your 1/77/57 memo fovvar.lng two photographs talen
of scenes on the relocqtod Sunset Hwy, (Wash, F.H, Route ©) for use in the
subject report, 7

: The 1/17 memo refers to another dated "Dec.29,1956" subnmitted a "narrative
g%report on I H, ﬁr03@cta.;. . As we have not reecd a memo on this subject
X dated J?/?,, it is assumed that this date was given in error & that the in-
tent was to refer to your memo of 12/20 which replied, in part, to our re~
Q§? quest of 10/29/56, Dby furnishing ues with some coverage of the congbruction
highlights, This 1nformatlon has been gratefully recd; hOWevor, if additional

photographs are ﬂvallﬂb e to illustrate work on other routes or projects,

your submission of a few more appropriate Dhotogranhs vill also be greatly
appreciated, 1

N

Ls compilation of data recd. from the several reglons is now welT under
‘way, we wish to call your attention to the fact that the additional F.H. needs
‘report for the State of ¥ont., as referred to in your memo of 12/19 hnas not

vet been recd, in this office; nor have we recd. a reply to our 12/13 memo. to
you requesting claridication of the data submitted covering F.H, work

Alaska, PTOSUJablv che Ik Jlatter gquestion was referred to the rcglonel 5%?¢

office in Alaska, Your cooperation in exnedrtlng ‘the submission of the den ﬁ{;)
sired informetion is requested, \ }i{f

See File No. (DIV d) F.H. 15
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Repérs of Map Study of the Copper River Miglway
and Connection to the Rishardsen Highway
- and to the Kennicott Area

The dewslopment of & highwsy In the Copper River drainage
to provide access to the interior of slaska from Cordova on the
const, bat been under congiderabtion for weny yesrs. At the present
tlme the rood has been vompleted or is under contrach from Cordove
to 39 miles northeast, It iw largely of single lane construction
with turnouts following snd making waximum uss of the sbandoned
roadbed of the Copper River and Nortlwestern Railwey, It is under
stood thet the Alesks Rond Commission, prier to the Yransfer of
that sgency to the Buresu of Public Romds, hed made surveys with
the oblect of exbending higbwey construction toward Chiting and &
connestion with the Richerdwon Hiphway. : :

The Central Alaske Power Assoolstion, Ine., of Anchoysige,
Alsska hes filed an spplicsation with the Pederal Power Commission
for a preliminary permit for s hydroelsctric project on Copper
River with a dan ab Wood Canyon. If this dam is built, the previe
ously conceived plan of g highwey following the river will be
dlsrupted.

; Following is & discuseion of the Copper River Highwsy
project based on & mep study of the ares snd review of correspond
ence, Distences ss given sre ss sealed from the ntdached map.
Elevations snd observations noted relative to topography all vefer
to conditions an shoun on the map.

The dam as proposed would be asboubt 560 feet in height and
if bullt would resuli in raising the weter lavel to elevation 950
feets Fori the purpose of this study we have sssumed slevabtion
1,000 feet g8 the minimum elovation for road location control, -
Aetugl conbrol elevation, sssuming that mexiwum £lood level 43 defie
nitely to be set ot elevation Y50 feet, tould be somewhet lower,

Az brought out in My, dorbon M. Flint's memorandum of
Cetober 31, 1956, the Gopper River Highway as proposed is %o follow
and ulilive to a luvge exbent the shandoned Copper River and Horthe
wesbirn Rellwey vondbed beo Ohitine, Cur understanding is thab the
old redlrosd grede followsd the stream closely to Chibing whers the
railyond orossed Coppor River snd then continued easterly up Chitins
hiver drelnspe to Nennicobt,
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 Two madn problens must be considered sssuming that the dam
wili be build,

_ 1. 4 change in loeation for the Copper River
Highway, from say sbout two miles below the dam site
to a conneebion with the Richardson Hipghway,

2, Provigions for & future highway to serve
the upper Chitine River area (seiilements of Melarthy
and Bennleott),

An Lbem which is nobt mentioned in the following discussion
iz the matter of avcess to the dam site for construction purposes.
If socess by highway is provided from Cordova via Copper River,
with the rehabilitation of the old railroad grade fer that purpose,
it wondd obviously influsnce the choles of routes eonneobing Cordova
to the Rishardson Mighway and %o Fenmicobb. If access to the dam
site is via the Ddgerton Cotoff from Willew Creek to Chiting, and
thenee vis the vallroad grade, a different plobure would be presented.

Froblem No, 1 - Connection to Richardson Highway

{4ssuming that servics to Chitina would be necessary after the
dan 18 constvucted),

Steriing from say two miles below the Wood Canyon site,
construction of the dam would foree the highway away from the
canyon bobtom location to the steep side slopes on the west side
of the canyon resulbing in hizgher construction cost (and soms
inerease in length) to opposite and sbove the present setblement
of Chitina, Mile 131 on the old railvosd grade. North of Chiting
thy location in pard would colneide with the present low standerd
Edgurton Guloff Hoad to Mile 143 beyond which the prement road
degeends to below elevabion 1,000 feet. From Mile IL3 the south
gide of the Tonxina Biver arm of the reservoir wonld be followed
to about Mils 155, From this point there ave two choives (&) cone
Pinve uwp the soulh bank of the viver to Join the Richardson Highway
ab Tenmina or (b) by bridging the Tonsing River, follew & north-
westerdy direction and join the Richardson Highway aboub six miles
north of the town of Tonsina, The lenpth of construction of these
twe poseible routes would be sbout the same, Deeision as to the
point of conneobion with the Richapdson Highwey would perhaps be
based en the volume snd diveotion of traffiec.
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gveratl, Yhe cost bo gonnect the Copper River Highwey with
the Ticherdeson Highway, sssuming the dam is built, would be gohe
sidersbly greater then wilbout the dam, Helntenance gosts would
algo be grester because of a grester length of aldenill constarnce
tien. Advantage to be gained from use of the present Edgerton
Cubeft (without the dsm) would lavgely be in the nalure of access
during copstruction sines it is wnderstood that this road has no
saivage value, Its bridges sre yeported as belng in pagticularly
bad condibion. '

Assuming thet servics bo the Chitine area will not be
vequired following construction of the dum, gonsidoration sould be
given to & locatlen for the Copper flver Road which would connenh
with the Richapdson Wighway witheud spprosching the proposed reder-
volr pres, For this situmtion there are several possibilities,
eavh of which has been given some study according to gorrsapondence
from the field. One much voute would mske use of the vld reilroad
grade to the mouth of Tiskel River, (railwosd mils aboub 1023,
wowld then develop up Tiekel River for 16 miles to Richardson
Bighwey ot ¥ile 46 on thet route. It is understood that this voute
would include 10 miles of very heavy consbtruetion., A second altere
nate, vie Tasnuns River, departing from the old railroad grade ab
about ¥ide 83, le alen awaileble, This route would involve sbout
30 miles of construetion fvom Copper River to Righwedson Hlghuay
which would be joined e few miles seubh of Thompson Pass, It is
indioated that the rouwte via Tesnuos River would be the least
expensive but 1t would defeet one of the priginal arguments in
mmdz of the Copper River Hoube, thab being the absence of hesvy
grades, .

The tsbulation stiached bereto permits vomparison of soms
of the importent elements involved in the poveral routes deseribed
above . ‘ ' ‘

Problem o, 2 « Highway Donnection bo Kenniontt

The second problem that would be introduced by constructlon
sf the Wood Canyon Dam is the revision in the hevetofors sontens
plated higwey sasterly fvom Chitios up Chiting River to MeCmethy
and Konnicott, The plan has besn Yo construct s bridge across
Copper River nesr where the old railrond bridge orossed the slraan,
thenes %o follow the sbandoned yailroad %o Kennleott, a distance
of about 60 miles, With the conetruction of the dam, it would not
be feasible bo cross the river ab Chitina and, Turther, seversl
ailen of the vld railroad roadbed sast of the river would be inue
dated {It L& nob certain thab exisbting meps sccurately show the
old railroad loeation in this aven).

SoAILDIY (BUONEN BU} JO SBUIDIOH PALISSEI08( / PAISSEIOUN Y] WOl peanposday




-l -

Assuming that the dam will be construsted, the following
possible mpans of providing hizhwey service to the Xenndicobt srea
showld be congidered: ’

1« Perry operation acypss the reserveir at Chitina and
rehabilitation of the old vailvesd readbed to ¥ennloott, This
plan would invelve the lenst in construcbion cost but would have
the disadvantare of feryy opsrebdlion snd the meintunance eost cons
netbed thorewith,

24 g highmy locsted in the ﬁan%m Cresk drairings - Undep
this plan the Boint of departure from the Gopper Hiver Hoad would

bo gt aboub Ballresd Hile 317 where p bridse scoross the viver would
be nesenvary, followed by sidehdll grade developmsnt on the sast

side of the piver to Canyon Creel, thence up Canyon Oresk, {(in
alternate to bridging the river wonld be to oross the river on the
dam at Youd Canyon, assuming this to be physigally and sconomically
fensible, and thente southerly to Usnyon Creck, Travel distence

feon Covrdow o Kennleott would be increassed sbout 8 miles while

that from the Richardson Highwey to Remndoott would be decreased &
sorvesponding amount. Ansther appreuch to the Canyon Creck Route
thet wight mevlit consideration would be vie Tarsl Cveek after
crossing Coppar River on the proposed dam, By developing up Taral
Creck to Lis hoadwaters, thence down Pass Creek, the Uanyon Oresk
Rouvde e deseribed above oould be Joined aboubt & miles esgt of

Gopper River, This would involve sdditlonal adverse grade and
diffieult berrain), ‘ :

: The looabtion would conbinue up Uanyon Oresk to Summit Lake
{elovation sbout 3,000 feet) thence descend te Tebay River (elevetion
1,800 feet) thence sasberly up Hanszite River to & sumeit belween
Honegite and Chekine WNivers (elovation sboub 2,800 feet). From
this suemid the roube would descend in the Chaldna River drainage
to & crpasing of Chitine Hiver pevoy the sest end of the propossd
reservoiy and norihessterly to MoCarthy whors the abandened raile
reoad would be miotned, Thim roube, in addition to being aboub

12 milss longer then the gbandoned radlrond route, would have the
further disadvanteps of pdditionsl rise and fell. Cost would be
congiderably grester considerdng that it would lavelve 81l pew cone
strugtion for about 80 miles sz cowpared with the old railrond
 route where thers would be sbout 60 miles of salwmpable voadbed,

, 3. Via Sremer River = Studying this situation on the map,
it appears that a yoube which would depprd from the old Copper River
railyond at redlvond Mile 76 mipght be Pessible. After crossing
Copper and Bremner Rivers, the nain Bremner, thenve the Horth Fork
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of Breuney River would be folloved to its hesdwabews nossy Browner
Hasier, elevation sboul 2,000 feet, thence down Tebh River ond
northerdy soross Ohisine snd Mazinn Rivers to MeCarthy, In sddition
to some very obvious bigh dralnage cowts thet would bhe encounboved
on this route, including sn expensive crossing of Copper and Bromner
Rivers, theve would also be some very §iPficult terrsiv to ovorcome.
For o considerabls distence pt the bewdwaters of the North Fork of
Brommor snd Tane River desivege, the msp lacke Sopographic detail
ond the nutuve of the terrein in this aves cammobt be visuslined.
mmmmwmwmmmwxwmmww

dous no that on the Cauyon Croek Foute. To shovten the Dremsar
River Foute and elininate the necessity for conbiwsing easteriy o
Pone River would tmvolve beavy grodes, s bigh swmit (5,000 feet)
and rigeed torrain.

L. A voute up Little Bremner River, lesving the vailvoad

st shout Nile 76, to & 2,000-foot summit nenr Tebay Lukes, thence
down Teboy Biver to s Junehlon with the Canyon Creek Boute has bean
m&&m@ Buch & soubinetion of routes would be the shovtest of wil
youbes wuler consideration. However, it would heve sll the updee
ammmwwwmymmmmmmmmam
Phe Conyon Creek Route se well as soms very S1ffieult construse
Hion mmas %tle Bromner River.

MWWWMMQWMMmWhWWm
soveral roubes to the Bennicobt syes se described sbove

Assvming that the dum is consbructed sed considering the two
peobloms ae on, mmxmmwmm wwmmmm
wiles of construction end malutenanos :

and fall, would be:

Copper Biver to vallvosd Mile 102, themve via Tiekel River
o Richoxdeson Bighway, Breuner River « Tane River Noute fo Keanicott.

While b sbudy soch od this, besed slwost entiirely on infore
mobion from sesiliable waps, iz Wt sufPlclently sccurete o permit
mfmmwwmmhmmm estimabon, 1t i obyvious
that construetion of the proposed Wood Canyon Doim wouwld meberially
incrasse the cost of providing highwey servics to the srvens invedved.
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A8 stated in the letber of Hovember 13, 1956 to the Fedoral
Powor Compispion, the Buresu of Public Ronds expects the agency
that wdertakes consteuebion of the dam to besr the cost of any
bighway relogabion sade necesgary as a resull of auch dovelopmant,

One guestion wﬁ* considerable iwportance in determining the
reiative meriis of the seversl possible routes is whether or not
highway acesss Hn the Chibtinn sres would be necespary 1T the dam
is built, The 1950 consus shows & population of sbout 100 for
this aves. ~

The need for mainteining ssd perbaps improving the portion
of the Bdeerton Cuboff from near lLower Tonsina to Willow Creel,
i the dem 1o Built, is anobher item requiring eamsmwwﬂom

Stbachments
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Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives
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8

Highvay to Willow Creek
Rollroad Mile 83 thence
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Railroad Mile 124 thence!
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