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ALASKA HIGHWAY AND PUBLIC WORKS
DEPARTMENT
‘Po Qs Box 2073
Juneau, Alasks

Oetober 31, 1957

Honorable Sinclair Weeks
Secretary of Comuerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Weekss

By Public Law 627, 8Lth Congress, Alaska was included within the
framework of the Federal Aid Highway System. The language including -
Alasgka is bto be found in Section 107, Title 1,

It is already evident to the undersigned, the Commissioner of the
Alaske Highway and Publie Works Department, and Members of the Alaska
Highway and Public Works Board, that the money allocated to Alaska
anmially under Public Law 627 will be inadequate to press forward
with a program of new road construetion in this countrye-one-fifth
the size of the combined 48 States. Host of the funds anmually
allocated will, apparently, be used for reconstruction and maintenance
of exlsting roads. Too little will be left over for new resds. Our
development imperatively demands new road construction, the Alaska
Highway System now has only sbout 4,000 miles. It is apparent that
regources cannot be developed, setilement encouraged, and progress
had until and unless the road system is pushed out from existing
limited arterial highways,

Alaska's needs in this connection are not altogether cilvilian. We
stand 4n the front line of defense, Defense will be alded, naturally,
by more roads, Additionally, we confront the immediate future in
troubled spirit because for more than 50 years we have been starved
for road funds--with the exception of a few years after World War II.

We are convineced that it is the duty of the federal government to assist
us to a more considerable sxtent during the next few years., We endorse
the spirit of the resclution unanimously adopted here in Junesu last
week by the Alaska Chamber of Commerce-w--representing the entire
territory. This resolution, copiee of which are attached, calls for

an additional appropriation by Congress of $10 million a year for each
of the next five years to "get us on the rosd." Whether the legislative
technique suggested by the resolution is appropriate or not, we declare
in favor of its substance.

It is our contention that the federal government has an especial duty
in reference to Alaska becsuse ours is a territory and more than 99
percent of all the land is owned by the national government; for other
reagone too, of which we know you are aware, a territory is pratty
maeh & ward of Washington.
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We are seusible of the fact that an endeavor of this kind cannot well
prosper without the assistance and active help of the Department of
Comuerce. We urge you to give such support. Indeed, we should greatly
prefer Lo have the administration send and executive communication to

the Gongress on this subject rather than to have 1egislation proposed
by our Delegate in Congress,

This latter.doaa not, of course, detail all of our reasons for believing
that help of the kind suggested should be given on a temporary basis.

It attempts only to outline the problem. We should welcome the oppor~
tunity to make a more detailed presentation.

Your reply is eagerly awalted.

Sincerely yours,

FRANK A. METCALF
Alaska Higheay Commissioner

ce tHonorable louls Rothschild
Honorable Bertram Tallamy
Captain C. D. CGurtiss
Board Members
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ALASKA FH General

" FA General

See ?Resmne‘Bbok nStockpiling of Steel Piling" for memo. of

November 7 1957, G}:rtis;s to Swick re: Reference is mads to your

memo. of 10/23/57 and previous correspondence inquiring into cone

tracting to stockpile appro;d.mately ten thousand lineal feet of

Territory

gsteel "H' piles at strategic locations throughout ‘the Terwviety
of Alaska.




| Form CU-14

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE {DATE
1 {10-27.53)

W Paul Roysteer, Asst. Yommior (f =)

FROM: -
Region 10

REF. NO. (If any)

ACTIOW

[T nOoTE AND FILE [ pREPARE REPLY FOR MY 5 GNATURE

(] NOTE "AND RETURN TO ME [Z] TakE APPROPRIATE ACTION

[T return wiThMORE DETAILS - [ PER YOUR REQUEST

{1 NoTE AND SEE ME ABOUT THIS 1 S1GNATURE
[ pLEASE “ANSWER

[ For ‘YOUR INFORMATION
{71 For YOUR APPROVAL

1 INVESTIGATE AND REPORT
7
[ZJ PER OUR CONVERSATION 7
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SPAN COLLAPSES. Neur Taylor, B.
;| north span of the 2,200-foot Peace
of the 133 brid

¥
i

o

i yes‘r { day-—-—The
River Bridge, largest
ges along the Alaska Highway, fell be-

tf :

ki

By Associated Press.

Left without support - when buckled and dropped with a
‘|shale crumbled - beneath a|tremendous roar, seven hours
i 25,000-ton anchor- block, thelafter engineers had noted the
north span of the: $4,000,000, ‘
1|2,200-foot = Alaska Highway
‘{suspension - bridge
into the Peace River yester- and’ 40 ‘miles’ northwest  of

<

e ed

=T

5[/9 TTLE TirES

Traffic Diverted As

B.C. Span Falls

"Jthough 3 000 persons Watched
“TAYLOR, B. C., Oct.'17.~las . the - 465-foot = section

anchor was sinking.

The bridge is 600 'miles
crashed north - of Vancouver, B. C,,

Dawson Creek, B. C.; start-

o g .~ |ling point of the highway.
The collapse cut the main It was feared the  center

highway to Alaska but traf-lspan of the bridge also would
fic—amounting to some 200|give way, as its only supports
to 300 vehicles a day—was|are two 190-foot cable tow-

rerouted to a small ferry teners. Engineers said the struc-
miles downstream. = . lture was sagging.

day.

No -one was 1n1ured al-| The breakup severed tele-
graph - and telephone lines
into the Yukon, but new lines
{were being strung today.

The  structure  has given
i|trouble - before.” A’ 200-foot
-|section ~washed out in" 1942
-land weakened piers were to

be repaired in 1948,

.~ bt el TS

—_— =

P R

cause of insecure Jch'nng Trcxfhc, which: uverages more -
than 200 vehicles a day, was rerouted to a ferry.~—
A. P. wirephoto. (See Page 9 for details.).
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ugtion mpm!mmﬁ 2 to abteln maxious ubilisstion of
ent and working force, For this resson he mist be above
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BUNEAY OF PUBLIC ROADR
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My, ¥, 8. Chomberisin, Hegionsl Bngimeer Awgust 29, 1957
Donver 2, Coloyeds

ol . Noyster, sobing Aspistent Commisploner
Weshingbon 2%, B B
wme paut F. Royster

winee you howe hed experience with o number of g pmint
voutel type sonbrocks fn your xeglon in somnection with dovelope
monh of uencium heyl roads for the Atomic Esergy Uomsiselon, we
balisve that you are ln & good position to advipe M, Dwick
vegarding this prectice for his considevebion for use fm Alnske.

We therefurs cuggent that you Torwsrd directly to M. Swick
u fow coples of contrvacts wad specisl provigiond Be yrepayed for
aywlyment rentsl contracte. A discucslon af the compeblbion
vegpived tn bidding, probisms in contracs sfministration, sad youy
general obeeyvetions ss to the vesulis aphieved and the nerils of
Ship Pova of conbract showld slzo be Purpished.

e swirject of sguipmest venbel tontrmels has been ddpcussed
with Mr. Switk by & represeutative of the Yashington office, He
won particularly inberested in the ghepe telen %o insure that the
syuipsent Durnisbed wes in patisfeetory woeking condltion to ssuure
efPicient and sconomical resulis.

4 will grestly aypreciste such paslstonce s you een give
M. Swick on this subjech. ~

ERErhart:nk ‘ ' ol

ce - Files (2) {///X/
Federsl Domain Hys. Div.

Mr. K. 8., Chamberlain
Mr., E. H. Swick

Mr. M, B, Christensen
Mrs. Alm - Room 6046
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BURE&AU«;{OF PUBLIC ROADS

'nd%m * UNITED STATES GOVERNMEN!

Mr. E. E. \E;rhart 1 . DATB:Auguét . 267,  1957

SUBJECT: Gompetitivé bids for rental of equipment

You were furnlshed a copy of my memorandum of August 15, 1957, A
to Mr. Williams on the subject, "Contract and Force Account Construction
in Alaska.” At the bottom of page 2 of that memorandum, reference is
made to considerstion being given in Alaska to construction on the basis
-of competitive bids for rental oft equipment with operators by the hour.

When discu531ng this matter with Mr. Swmdk and.Mr. Nleml in Alaska,'
I mentioned that a number of ursnium access roads in Reglon 9 had been
built within the last few years on the basis of equipment rental contracts.
They were inxerested in obtaining more informatioh about this method of
contracting, and I promlsed to endeavor to furnlsh “them with coples of
contracts, spec1al prov1510ns and reporis relative to the work done in
Region Q.- Inasmuch as the administration of construction and. malnﬁenance
Von.Alaska progects is now under your supervision, it is suggested that you
obtain guech informatlon and. forward it to Mr. Swmck.

It would be helpful if Region 9 could furnish Mr. Swick wlth a
discussion of the relative advantages and disadvantages of this method
and the problems encountered., Mr. Swick and Mr, Niemi were particularly
interested in developlng some means of making certain that equipment
furnished to be used on a rental basis is in satlsfactory worklng con-;
dition to produce efficiently and economically.
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