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ALASKA HIGHWAY AND PUBLIGO WORKS
DEPARTMENT

Ps. 0. Bom 2073
Juneau, Alaska

Oetober 31, 1957

Honorable Sinclair Weeks
Seeretary of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Weeks?

By Public Law 627, 8bhth Congress, Alaska was included within the
framework of the Federal Aid Highway Systen. ‘The language including .

Alaska is to be found in Section 107, Title 1.

It is already evident to the undersigned, the Commissioner of the
Alaska Highway and Public Works Department, and Members of the Alaska
Highway and Public Worke Board, that the money allocated to Alaska
annually under Public Law 627 will be inadequate to press forward
with a program of new road construction in this country-—one-fifth
the size of the combined 48 States. Most of the funds annually
alloeated will, apparently, be used for reconstruction and maintenance
of existing roads. Too little will be left over for new reads. Our
development inmperatively demands new road construction, the Alaska
Highway System now has only about 4,000 miles. It is apparent that
reaources cannot be developed, setblement encouraged, and progress
had until and uniess the road system is pushed out from existing
limited arterial highways,
Alaskats needs in this connection are not altogether «civilian. We
stand 4n the front line of defense, Defense will be aided, naturally,
by more roads, Additionally, we confront the immediate future in
troubled spirit because for more than 50 years we have been starved
for voad funds-=with the excepbion of a few years after World War IT.

We are convinced that it is the duty of the federal government to assist
us to a more considerable extent during the next few years. We endorse
the spirit of the resolution unanimously adopted here in Juneau last
week by the Alaska Chamber of Commerce-———«representing the entire
territory. This resolution, copies of which are attached, calls for
an additional appropriation by Congress of #10 million a year for each
of the next five years to "get us on the road." Whether the legislative
technique suggested by the resolution is appropriate or not, we declare
in favor of ite substance.

Tt is our contention that the federal government has an especial duty
in reference to Alaska because ours is a territory and more than 99
pereent of all the land is owned by the national government; for other
reasons too, of which we knew you are aware, a territory is pretty
mich a ward of Washington.
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We ave sensible of the fact that an endeavorof this kind cannot well
prosper without the assistance and active help of the Department of
Commoree., We urge you to give such support. Indeed, we should greatly
prefer to have the administration send and executive communication to
the Songress on this subject rather than to have

Legislation
proposed

by our Delegate in Congress,

This Letter does not, of course, detail all of our reasons for believing
that help of the kind suggested should be given on a temporary basis.
It attembts only to outline the problem. We should welcome the

opportunity to make a more detailed presentation.

Your reply is eagerly awalted.

Sincerely yours,

FRANK A. METOALF
Alaska Highway Commissioner

eetHonorable Louis Rothschild
Honorable Bertram Tallamy
CaptainC. D. Gurtiss
Board Members

COPY
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ALASKA FH General

FA General

See Resume Book "Stockpiling of Steel Piling" for memo. of

November 7, 1957, Curtiss to Swick re: Reference is made to your

memo. of 10/23/57 and previous correspondence inquiring into con-

tracting to stockpile approximately ten thousand lineal feet of
Territory

steel "EH" piles at strategic locations throughout the ferraetys

of Alaske,.
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bo 6 DEATTLE Times
raffic Diverted As
.C. Span Falls

y Associated Press. though 3,000 persons watched
TAYLOR, B. C., Oct. 17.——\as the 465-foot section
eft without support when|buckled and dropped with a

ale crumbled - beneath ajtremendous roar, seven hours

5,000-ton anchor block, thelafter engineers had noted the

orth span of the $4,000,000,!anchor was sinking.
,200-foot Alaska Highway| The bridge is 600 miles

uspension bridge crashedinorth of Vancouver, B. C.,
the Pe River yester- and 40 miles northwest of

y
he Peace River yes Dawson Creek, B. C., start-

_ ling point of the highway.
The collapse cut the main| y; was feared the center
ighway to Alaska but traf-lsnan of the bridge also would
ic—amounting to some 200|give way, as its only supports
0 300 vehicles a day—waslare two 190-foot cable tow-
erouted to a small ferry tenjers. Engineers said the struc-
iles downstream. > Iture was sagging.
No one was injured, al-| The breakup severed tele-

graph and telephone lines
into the Yukon, but new lines
twere being strung today.
-| The structure has given
iltrouble before. A 200-foot
section washed out in 1942
and weakened piers were to
be repaired in 1948.

RA
,

0

COLLAPSES: N ar Taylor, B. C., esterday-—The cause of insecure footing. Traffic, which averages more
-

: sah span of the 2. 200foot Peace River Bridge, largest than 200 vehicles a day, was rerouted to a ferry
of the 133 bridges along the Alaske Highway, fell be- A. P. wirephote. (See Page 9 for details.)
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Form CD24 DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE [DATE
(10.27.53)

Or Paul Roystrer, Asst. [thm?: (IF any)

FROM:
REF. NO. (If any)

Region 10
ACT IO#

CU] note AND FILE ([] PREPARE REPLY FOR MY S}GNATURE

[[] Nore AND RETURN TO ME [2] TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION

(Cl return wiTHMoRE DETAILS [J] PER Your REQUEST

([] note ano SEE ME ABoUT THIS [7] stGNe TURE

(“J PLEASE ANSWER (7) For Your INFORMATION

[7] For YOUR APPROVAL [-] INVESTIGATE AND REPORT

[5] PER ouR CONVERSATION
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DA INTELLIGENCE REI
(Use shis form only ist accor
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SUMMARY i

The Canadian dmay stated today that the local peess rocorta of vou aol harae tae ta
northem 65-fuot spar. of Duffertini Uridze (veave River ridge) ut Luvler, elles WIDE

substantially true, The bridge 43/hO miles northwest of Davson Grok,’ «db. vega dn

the mountainous area. A two-lane P20 foot span, its average dally brut. de ;de edo, te
|

300 cars in addition to trucks hauling sur-iies and equipmant to Yee Elle alte ,

According to the press Peports, the nerth span colla:sed on tie uv vernoesn of Lo
Ost 57 aboub nine hours after Armay engineers halted traffle on the alghuay, diverting |

veltiicies to a ferry at Clauyhurst, LO miles dawstream. Trouble on the spa. becume
"Gy

apparent Garly in the day unen a 25,00.: ton anchorae = the part that gecurc.s susponuiak
cables < began tilbing. It slid avout 20 feet, twisting the spans above, berore tae”
first section fell. an Amsyiengineor ot the seene was report2 a8 Suslng “lie center 4)

o

%

4
#
P

w
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ds

span coulu ,o anytime". Tho! Nortuwest dighway System, manned by the Gauchal
maintains the nighway and ite 133 bridges.
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its telgpraph. Lines snaved when Lhe novth apan full, ;
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, - Se A gg>, G, Marington, Federal. Highway Projects’ Rngineer Tx “ye
caed

E.G. Chamberlain, ileglons. Sngineer
7

:

_

Benver,, Colorado . ©. ¢, Hagringroa
dquipment-Rentel, Contreote

-

M. F. MALONEY

Ag requested in mamorandun of August 29, 1957 from itr.Faul #. Roysber, Acting Astietant Commissioner, Washington, 0. Gs,we are enclosing special provisions and a contract auseubly for
aquipmntrental contracts handled by thie region, The en¢lo~
sures include partial special provisions covering work items forthe Fdgemont Uraniua Mines Access Road trojoct Aded in South
Dakota and the North Entrance Road, Mg Bend National Park, AM-6, -
Tesxee. The contract aseembly, which includes complete special
provieions, bidding blank, contrast forms, nd bond forme, is for
the Riverton-tias Hille Access Road Frojeot A~AA-1(1) dnWyoming,

|

A set of plans for the last-mentioned projest ia aled enclosed.
This project (Rivertontss Hille) is the last contract of this
type let.in thie region and containg our Latest special prowvisions for equipment-renbal units,

tou will note thet on sli three of the aboveprojects we
called for some items of workto be bid at a unit price basis.
We advocate this practice partiowlarly on those items which Lend
themselves to unit construction. Equipment=rental items showld

—

ba limited only to those operations where intangibles of quantitiesare Involved, We have in the paat had contracts on which the
'

Goverment furnished and installed the corrugated metal culverts,
we found this type of operation complivated the preject for the
reason that it was nof always possible to schedule the inetalietionof eulverts to permit an uninterrupted operation of grading equip~ment. You will note that our plane for the equipment~rental typeof project are abbreviated to a straight~Lins diagram annotated
with porbinient notes to delineate specific operations, Likewise
during construction, shaking de Limited te centerline horizontal
and vertical control: and te drainage. refinementa.

in our opinion the eaquipment—rental type af operation is themost expedient and economical method of developing Lowetandard
highways. One of the main advantages de in the flexibility of
operation, We have constructed several hundreds of miles of roadsin this region under thie type of operation, We believe theas
projecte compare favorably with work accomplished under more
expensive methods of develonmeant, Ne have had favorable resetion
from contractors whe have bid on these projecte, because there
are to intangibles Lavelyed.

”
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The sucesss af this type of operation is entirely dependent
aport the qualityof preliminary and conetrustion engineering. In
the preliminary phase the engineer wast accurately evaluate con
struebion newds in terms af apenifie equipment and munber of hours,
Also wider this type of comtravt the projech engineer must function
as a condhruction superintendent te attain mexiawna eblligation of
the equipment and working force, For this reason he mast be above
average in construction experience and ability. Progressand
results are dependent upon hie seumen in regard to acceptance and
deploymentof eqaionent andoperators, Gur one word of aautjion
surrdunding this, type of Gperation-—da nob abbesipt 46 unless you
have personnel qualified te aduinieber same.

wo ob

ineloesurer

ee duehington APR
Abtesbion Hr. Faulk PF. Royster

Aapistant Comiissioner for Operations
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Me. Ky Gs Ghotberlain, Regions) Engineer duguat 29, 1957
penver 2, Uolarads

Poul F, Rowerier, doting Aesietant Corslagions:r
Roabiagien 25, Be f -

Pant F Royster

Sines yoo have bed experienne with o muaber ef epdioment
ial type corieache in sour region in connection with develop}

yweavk ed ieoodum betel poede for tho Abomtie Beeesy Gometeeton, we

helieve that guy amt in « gowl position to advine Be, Bwiek

remoriios thie preoties Foor his consideration
Yor use in Alneke.

He therefore auggest thet yor forwird directly te Me. Swick
n Tou coules of earbvadte ook epeciel provisions as prepared for

agente, | rend foneots. AAlacueston af Uke competition
SE

AUMG. VOOMELEER OLY dalapipe:SLGt end yoa

monered observations as ta the ‘weanlts aghtevad ane the meriis of
tite Porm of contract skuuld aise be furnighed.

The

wen te afeesrental cmtracts has bacen diacussed
win Me. Sark 2 fies Vaskington

affiea, He

7 CESS

shore working condihion Ro Gere

EbErhart : nk e

ec ~ Files (2)
Federal Domain Hys. Div.
Mr. K. S. Chamberlain
Mr. BE. H. Swick
Mr. M. B. Christensen
Mrs. Alm ~ Room 6046
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BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS

yfOffice Memorandum . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
TO i Mr. EB. E. Erhart DATEAugust 26, 1957 .

FROM : M. B,

SUBJECT: Competitive bids for rental of equipment

You were Purnished a copy of my memorandum of August 15, 1957,
to Mr. Williems on the subject, "Contract and Force Accoumt Construction
in Alaska." At the bottom of page 2 of that memorandum, reference is
made to consideration being given in Alaska to construction on the basis
of competitive bids for rental of equipment with operators by the hour,

When discussing this matter with Mr. Swick and Mr. Niemi in Alaska,
I mentioned that a number of uranium access roads in Region 9 had been -—

built within the last few years on the basis of equipment rental contracts.
They were interested in obtaining more information about this method of
contracting, and I promised to endeavor to furnish them with copies of
contracts, special provisions and reports relative to the work done in
Region 9.. Inasmuch as the administration of construction and maintenance
on Alaska projects is now under your supervision, it is suggested that you.obtain such information and

forward
it to Mr.

Swick, -
"It would be helpful if Region 9 could furnish Mr. Swick with a

discussion of the relative advantages anddisadvantages of this method
and the problems encountered, Mr. Swick and Mr. Niemi were particularly
interested in developing some means of making certain that equipment
furnished to be used on a rental basis is in satisfactory working con-
dition to produce efficiently and economically.
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