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Referring to previous correspondence and‘discussionS*on ﬁhej,
petition from the City council of Ketchikan for,inqorporatidQ;of«aff
through street on the Forest Highway System. A meeting was held on E
June 21st in the city chambers of Ketchikan with the Mayor, the City
Manager, and the Council. Mr. ¥W. H. Johnson, Assistent Regional For-
ester, C. M., Archibold, Forest Supervisor in Ketchikan, and myself .
were present at the meéting representing the government agen :
volved. In addition there were representatives of various c;
ganizations in Ketchikan and also representatives from the tw
papers. Mr. Greeley, Regional Forester and Mr. Emerson, Assi
Regional Forester in charge of construction and roads were n
to be present and since Mr. Johnson is not too familiar wi
problems in Alaske, it was previously arranged that most of
planation of the government's views in this matter were to
by me. We are enclosing a copy of the minutes of the metting
ars substantially correct as presented. However, we have a f
ditional comments to make regarding the meeting. :

In the last parsgraph of the first vage of the minutes
stated that the city has commenced improving the streets to t
of approximately $4,280,000. It should be explained that of thi
of money approximately $3,000,000 has been spent for construction a:
the remainder for right-of-way acquistion and engineering., The con-
struction money has been matched fifty~-fifty with an Alaska Public -
Works grant, so that in other vords, the city has already received -
$1,500,000 in Federal aid on the construction done s0 far., The state-
ment was made at the meeting that the appropriations for Alaska Public
Works have been cut and it ie questionsble if adiitional funds can be
obtained from that source to assist the city to improve the gtreets.

After returning to Juneau I discussed this matter with Mr.

Argetsinger of Alaska Public Works. He stated that there would be

continued Federal aid from his office to Ketchikan and that at the

present time‘another»project.amounting to about $E45,000.00 was sched—

uled for a budget hearing in August. He said that the limitation for

aid to Ketchiksn wéuld be first, of couse, appropriations from Congress

and secondly, thefcities\bonding capacity. The procedure under which .

. these projects are constructed is that the Alaska Publioc Works con- ‘

’!i;Structsftheﬁproject under contract, paying the bills and handling the

project very much the seme as we do ourselves. Upon completion the

project iS~tur“9deVé to the community and the city officials sign

bonds ﬁo'thé‘ambﬁnt_Adf5O% of the cost of the project. In other wor

the city does not have to sell the bonds on the commercial market, bui -

the bonds are accepted by the government and we understand the interest

rate ic 24, ‘ o S ot o
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prrzeraph of the second page of the minutes, our
stohement the sdditions to the Forest Highway System was that
due Lo tra o - small amounts of money svailable in comparison to the
neads for rosds on the present system, the government vrenciesg are re-
luctent to add to the system at the vresent time and that particularly |
the addition of city street which are normally not included on Forest E
Highwer System, will hove difficulty in getting approval. It was brought
cut that 1€ the streets in Ketchikan were included in the system, other
towns such as Juneau, Sitka, Wrangell and Petersburg would have to be
censidered to receive the same type of assistance. With the money
available, it would take years to reconstruct the streets to adequate
sterderds even if all the Forast Highway money available for construction:
was expended on these throuch streets.

”

Reférring to narsgraph no. 6 on nege two of the minutes, thig
rarsgrenh is not enfirely correct in that Mr. Johnson's and my state-
ment was that the Puresu of Public Roads r#nd the Forest Service may.
rossibly not object to the inclusion of" the streets of the city as
rart of Route 1 if it were necessary in order to obtain specinal ap—
propriations.

Paragraph seven on Page two refers to the vossitility of trans-
ferring Forest Highway Route ¥o. 1 to Alaska Road Commission., This was
briefly discussed in connection with a Dbill in the present session of
Congress which, if passed, will authdrize the Road Commission to spend
Tederal funds on streets in towns connecting Federal hichwvays on through
routes, It was thought, however, by the City Manager, that this probably
would not be of any assistance since the bill is worded in such a . wvay that
the towns in Southeastern Alagla would not ve eligible since the road
systems down here are not comnected and do not consist of thr w-h roads.,

It was suggested by Mr, Johnson and myself, that the cit should

explore the possibilitias through Delegate Bartlett to obisin special

funds from Congress to alleviate their situation. The ity Manager,

Mr, Sharp, said that such = move had been considered but that Mr, Bartlett!s
thoughts on the matter vors thnt tha strect orould firet Decome nprd of

the Forest Highway System before there coula be any. atiempt made to obiain
special funds., It ig the opinion of the Forest Service officials here,

and myself, that if we should take such g step and include the streets

on the system and no special funds should be obtained, that it would be
difficult to refuse the use of our regular funds on the streets. It is :
our opinion that the use of Forest Highway funds or even the inclusion

of the Streets on the Alaska Forest Highway System is not the golution

to the cities problém.  We do agree that the city does have a vroblemn,
-but believe that 1t will have to be worked out some other way. In this
connection, the city is to have a meeting with Mr. Reed, Territorial
~ Highway Engineer znd a member of the Board of Road Commissioners from
the First Judicial Division next week in an attempt to work out a solution
through Territorial aid. It is doubtful, however, that the Territory

will have encugh funds to be of any material aid.
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June 21, 1955

.

Special Meeting of the Council called to order by Mayor Beck at
10:00 AWM., with Courcilman Mathews, Jensen, Rarber, Winston, Klepser,
and Davies presanr,

Also iin mttenderics were the Tollowing: Mr. Chris Wyller, District
Engineer for the 3ureau of Public Roads, Juneau; W. H. Johnson,.
Assistant Regional Yorester, U. S. Department of Apriculture, Juneau;
C. M. Archbold, Forest Servics, Kstchikan; R. M. Hardcastle, repre-
senting the Chamber of Commerce, Ketchikarn, and others.

Meeting was called pursuant to the adoption of Resolution No. 531
wherein the City of Ketchikan reguested study of projects embracing
road and highway needs throurh the City of Ketchikan.

City Manager, Robert Sharp, pointed out that during the fiscal years
1956~57 money available for the Federal-aid Highway Program would
amount to $966,000,000 per year. Federal contributions for urban
road projects to be constructed as part of the Federal-aid Highway
Program will amount to $350,000,000 for the two-year period. In
addition, there is an annual appropriation of $91,000,000 for use
on Forest Service Highway, Forest Developed Roads, Park Roads, Park
Ways, Indian Roads, the Inter-American Highway and Rama Road.

It waé also pointed out that Alaska is excluded from the Federal=-aid
Highway Program. .

It was also revealed that in the thirtesn public lands states, the
Federal Government's share of projscts amounts to as high'as 72.3%5
per cent of the total cost.

There is now.sa bill before Congreszs, which has been approved by the
Senate and House Committes on Interior Affairs, which will authorize
the Alaska Road Commission to construst hirhwaye through muni@ipalitiaa
and that, inasmuch as Southeastern Alaska roads are largely Forest
Service Highways, the cities in this ares will not receive the aame ,
benefits as the Interior Alaska cities will receive. % o

Lumber and pulp operations have recently increased in volumefAﬁd' o
upon the opening of the new Pulp Mill in Ketchikan and the resident
manager, Mr. E. C. Haner, 'advises that:

"Number of Employees living North of Ketchikan - approx. 35 -
1%

Number of Automobiles at Mill on Day 8hift - " 29
‘ Number of Automobiles on Swing Shift - " 75
Number of Automobiles on Graveyard Shift - " 75
Total Number of Employees at Mill - i 150
Estimated Numbsr of Employees travalling - " 1as

through Yorth end of Ketchikan : @

North Tongass Avanua, which i3 actually the connecting street between
termini of Route No. 1, which is a Forest Servise Highway, is a sub=-
standard street for the majority of its length.

l. This sub-standard street carries a traffic load in eXcess
of 1200 cars per day and good enginsering standards would dictate an
~ improved hard surface road or highway 500 cars: ‘por day in a climate ‘
with an average annual rainfall of 150 inches.

"~ The City has commenced improving it to the extentt of approximately
3&,280 000 and construction for the balance of the improvements is
estimated to amount to over $3,500,000, plus the cost of engineering
;&nd righﬁ«of~way acquisition. The City's financial position is such
that it camnot campleta the -improvement and actually the financial
mapacity of the City is needed for sanitary sewers, water improve-
~~ ments, library, fire station and 51milar general improvements.
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Ccmpany, which had bawn &rganized to oparata thq Fbrry; w%ra
going to ask the Territory to install ferry slips.

It was moved by Mr. Winston, s;wsm&@d by Mr. Mathews, that : e
Improvement Order No. 187, $1,058.51; Improvement Order No. 188,

$17,591.91; Improvement Order No. 189, 86,500.00 be approved.

Roll was called and motion carried; Jensen, Klepser, Barber,

'M&hh&wg, Win&ton und Davies voting “Yas

‘“ N0 furtherfbdainessfappaaring; thepmaeting adjourned.

Geo. H. Beck, Mavor
ATTEST:

Bertha McKay, City Clerk
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