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Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

ro oo: Me, Ja Ao tan, agi stantComnissioasr for
—

DATE Jury 10, 6?

Adnin stcetion, Wastington, 0. Ce

FROM 1 36 fH. Tatck, Reg one t vod dear
‘ APSke

SUBJECT: Aimuks Maintenance ~ Hyder Area *

Re
e

a

‘
the weiter has bowen concerned for some Time with the ditfin .

" culties attendant on the Public Roads maintenance operation af
'

—

Hyder, # stall community in extrane southeast Alaska, adjscent to

Stewart, B. Sa, & larger Canadian community. The Jureyu Diatrict
wag asked fo prepare 4% report on the subject, and @ copy is at~

tachad, i? signiticant that the treftic served in the areas iS

to aad from Canadian ingtal lations.
«

.

it ts: proposed to approach Cansdlan otticinis with view

toward asking them to assume msi nTsnence at the Hyder net on &

reimbursable basis, with costs not To excesd significantly Taose

experienced by Public Roads. Refore making the contacts, we Jé-

sire your ramction to the plan.

Atrachments
Copy of, report:

fo . fo

j Lo
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cost ANALYSIS BREARROWH BETWEEN WINTER AND SUREMAINTENANCE CHARGES

RYDER MADITRNANES

WINTER 1954 = (Period 11/1/54 = 3/31/55)

Salary Charges
.

$2412
Equipment Reatel Charges 191 -

Supplies, Materiala & Miscellaneous 1699
—«ROTAL 1954 Winter

Haintenance Cost $3603

SOME 1955
= (Period 4/1]55 »

10/31/55)
SO

Salary Charges 6527
Equipment Rentsl Charges — 431
‘Gugplies,Materials & Miscellaneous 1409 |

DOTAL 1955 Sumner
Maintenance Coat -

|
—

8358

MINTER 1955~ (Period 11/1/55 = 3/31/56)

Salary Chexges
|

2763
Equipment Rental Charges Ll2
Supplice,Materials & Miseellanesua 19000

.

iTOTAL 1955 Winter Mitntenmece Cost 3882
"

gupeatp
smome 1956

. (Period A/L/56
10/31/56)

Salary Cherges ae
Equipment Rental Charges &43
Supplies, Materiala & Miscellansous 1400|

TOTAL 1956 Summer ttintenance Cost 8654

Note: Supplies and matertale estimated as impractical to
| |, differentiata betweenwinter and guamer maintenance

|

' oe UAE.
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“MAJOR 'RQUIPMENT ASSIGNED RYDER NATNTENANCS

Description
‘COMPRESSOR, alr, portable, 105 c.f.m. LeBoy-Rix,acquired 1936, # CLO6SO1L

' GRABER, Moter. patrol, ganoline-engine powared,
(Galion, Hod. 101, acquired 1936, é C16802

_

«GRABER, pull, Galion, Mod, 70, acquired 1936, # €16303
“MOWER, tractor-mounted, THC, Mod. A, trecter with Mod.18

highvay TOW y acquired 1947, # 16800 ,

TRACTOR, with, dozer,‘Caterpillar, Mod, D4, acquired1946, hour meter reading 2,872 - e16837
TRUCK, dump, Qk-ton, THC, Mod, KB-7, acquired 1987,

speadoaster reading 28,226, @ 168046
rece,pickup ; 1/2 ton, Chevrolet Med, 3100, acquired1949, apeadonater reading 22,595, @ C16719
HOIST, double drum, g2eoline-augina driven, Construction

Machinery Cows acquired 1936,
Code #34.3°

TOTAL ACQUISTTION COST
\

.

Uakt Cost .

$t, 812.61

712.80

1,116.82

4034,51

3,040.16

1,549.46

728.35
$20,483.86

NOTE: ALL equipuent has been fully depreciated with the exceptionof Chevrolet Pickup @ 616719 ~ residual value $400. ia the. event etetion abandoned, equipment now located on projectwould wot be transferred to another lecation dua ta obsolescence. |

"

Deseription
Ident . 1

Land avehouge alteBidg. BX i fankbouge, Lon24 feetBldg. BY : Gookhouge, 1424 feetBidg. BZ : | Equipment Storage, 24x36 feetBldg. GA ' Warehouse & Shop, 30270 & 1624 feat
|

: Total Valuation

&, Bue, oF Publ e RoeasBSS,Gen Corr
ae Rites0h£ yee1,455-59

bee B32.
ae ot

Valuation
$100|

100
100
409
200

$ 1,200
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Veet, Alege
Coy, F. Wyiler, Bestirict EngiaserJUL, Al aviog oo
Report on BeP.n Activities,

fn reapease to YOU Faqnest on May 8th,following Kepore on our setivitied da the Hydayarea Lg attached for orfentation,
Byder £3 @ @aall

Psa Sy
‘be FL Thy Raghonact EMAL Vang hy segion Tex

Hyder and vietoity,

WO are Subaittian the
Sl¢a, A map of the

tadneorporated village situated GE the head ofPortland Canal lunediarely &@jacent to the Tutorsational Roundary between
Alatke and Bedeteh Columbia, éopronimatal ythe Conadian
Stewart
have tad
Gown +6 the population of Hyderbe 300 o¢ 400 people in Stewart, B, ¢

On the Auarigan gdénProspects:but only ene haghe veraida Mina,
originglly a gold and eilver prodecer but,& decided tluce at the beginning of the Great depression, vheclosed,
& tungsten ulae,
Some abtempta hava
GUOCEGS, :

aide Is leaated the town of Stewart, B, ¢,Hee eesmmtielly mining CEEOS Gnd like wore suey& lot of violent “pS and downs,
18 eatinated ac

re Was re-opened again during the

@ ation fron the boundary onGoth dyder and
Cimpe, beth touna

PECSCUL tima, they arsshout 40 while there md ght

Ak tha

SO & number of prowd sing miningthat is
This wine wag

A coneidarable portion of the activity on the Canadian sido ia AgeThe major development, and the only

ceoulble from tha Amerieea éide only,Sie, thet hos been active io thefor years esployed ag many eo 300rich producer in gold bute im the latterfox production of lead and sine,Prenier and
tramway througts Ryder to a deck onShortly after
been heuled from Premier

letter yeers,(Ol.
Le the Prowtor Mine whtebThe mine vag originally a veryYoara 1¢

The ore wag concentrated {a the wlllthe concentrate vag originally transported on athe Canodtthe war, the tramay was ebendeoned eadto the dockside inburnedin 1956 but Le fe our underatanding

hee been operatad mainly
at

l2emile serialof the boundary,
Concentrates hava

duep trocke. The mill. .

company intends torebuild the mill in g different location and to continue operations,

af Ousus Sees!RG Be Pei 2 oe A
: 2 ake.

go Sen ones
ae '

Peewee de Belated hao . Ss S ?3 of a wf PRs so 8s vo gey &D, \

Bev SA,

atavastble only.
by trucks and

Texas Craek

joidaSOAIYIY JEUOREN ayy so SHUIPjOH paylssejoag / payissejur) ay) wos paonpoiday



Mey By He whek i o2-
BAILS? oe

highway approximately one. mile above the crossing cf Salmon River, In.so dames os the supplies are again hauled by tractor-druea gledr ower -
Jj tavenrads

mad the gleacler@ to the various prospects, In the last cairn bey |

cl years a conlderable amoust of freight hag been healed in by this. oe
. route to the lerge and deporcent copper deposit discovered at the head of *.
| the Letuc River on the Conadian side, Thid past winter about 2600 tana
of aspplics have been hauled to the supply dump a Texas Creek I ghway, oe
for this prospect, :

: |

|

There:ara two Forest Highways in the Hyder srea and both are now
om the Fereral Aidsecondary system, Salman River cighway, Feresc Hiph-
way Route 3, extends from Hyder Boeck through the village with a spar to
tae Luiternationa) Boundary toward Stewart, up through tha Salnon River.
Valley to the boundary epposice Premier, The convection mine is
over & ly-uule long Canadim rogd, This highway is 12.3440 °: lanes| -
Texas Creek Highway, Forest Kighway Route 18, breaches off reoa Salmon .

, River Highway! a approzingtely Mile #7, cro#@ the Saimou Rivet, and extends
up the vorch Fork of Texas Creek, The highway, a@ it Le wo dediguate i,
extends oniv a few hundred feet on che weat alde of fewae® Creek efter wo
crossing thie stream, Aa originally commiructed, Chis lighway eatended. up.
the West Fork of Texas Greek to the Chickamin Glestuc OMigmak. De to the-
negligible traffic using this highway, none of which was» @osentlal wold
also dye to the high cost of maintenance, the eaction Wp Weae Fork of |)
Texes Creek wan abandoned and taken off the aystum in 1953. The portion oo

of Texas Cretk highway reudining on the system Js therefore only 3.46
miles, The total mileage of highways {un the area presently on the eystes
ie 15.6.

Both these highwaya are relatively low standard gravel roads, ‘Moen
of the Salaon River Highway ia wide enough go that two care can pase ac
any point using reasonable caution, The portion of Route 9 above the

| junction with) Route 18 and all of Route 18 are very narrow and have ¢
number of very sharp curves and Steep grades, Generally, the reads ere
adequate for the light traffic thay now fupport and will not be in need |
of reconstructionin the foreseeable fucura, The only exception fa the
bridge across the North Fork of Texas Creek, This structure COMPLEtS
of a 122*ft, untreated timber truss. with 81feet of trestle approeches’ |which were constructed in 1928. The truss ig covered by a corrugated =
sheet metal housing and ig etill in reasonably good condition, Howaver, <9:
in the latter yeurs, some large checke have eppeared in the lower chord

the ed bearings.
_ It is therefore questionabl. how wach longer. the

atructure can be maintained in safe condition without receautcuction, -
‘There are two other timber bridges which may require replacement withio
the aext 5 or 6 years,but they ave minor and can be replaced st rela-tively low costs

t
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We aenot have any recent cvaffie count ia: the Hyder areasTn L546, whenboth. the Promises aid Riverside Mines were operating at.ce acktyy our retords indicate*sa average daily traffic of 43. cara,“Of this approximately 14% congisted of heavy trucks, which were
7 Cavadian. ‘he following table fadlcates the percentage of tratfic whieh
orighaated ¢oras deotined

for the various points
ia

the area;
Stewart, B. Co 7 BOR. oh
Prauier, B.C. °° 2AM
Hydot, Alaska = GR

- Riverside Mine | YOR
Other u 8. Pointe 1a

“present time, with both ehe nines
|

arn, the eraffic has :

dropped off considerably and 4¢ 18 doubtful 1f it now excesds 15 cers per |

eay. In the winter time all traffic outaida the {unediate
environmentef Hyder Lg.at Canadian origia, .

At the:

| sslintensaee hao in the latter years been handled by a ‘forenan, |

_, asalsted byaW.A.2, employee, who has worked full time during the summer we
- half of the year and only occagionally. during the wiuter time, The Mist 9°of the equipmarat: assigned te the project and also an analysis of the cost |for the past two years are attached, ‘The two buildings, listed as cook.
houge and bunkhouse, ara old buildings left over from previous construe~
tion projects..-: are nd longer of eny particular valua or use, The
equipment storage building is of relatively mew date and ia in fair
shape, The main warehouse end abop building is en old barn-like struce
ture with the main floor on the second level, ‘The firat floor is like

unfiniehed basement with dirt floor and is weed for storage of lucber
and odds and ends, The main floor {s reached by a steep, baralike ape-goseh end La no longer gefe for modern heavy equipment, If the mainten- |

ence is continued in this area, the need for a new building in the next
few years ia quiteevident. the new building will not,

however, have tobe anywhere nearlyae Large ao the present building.

All naiatenance on the highways| is bedag performed by
«

our ow or- |

ganisation, except the snow removal, Hyder has a vary heavy snowfalland a depth of enew on the level of ten feet at Hyder and 25 feet at -
Premier 19 mot umaual,To keep the road open with thee snow depths
requires a heavy retary enow plow and, since the American traffic does -

. Moet justifythe expehse of thie type of heavy enow removel, ve have
Béver attempted to keep the reads open in the: winter time. In the earlier,

—

years whan tha cable trameay wag etill eperating,no effort was being made,to keap theenow off tha road bat Lt was compacted
b
by Grectore @o that) o.

under good condi tions, trafiie could proceed over the highway although | pe!it would betraveling on ag much as five to gin feet of compacted ancw.
When the cableway was abandoned and the Canadians started hauling ore
concentrates from Premier by truck, it becamenecageary to perform snow
removal which has been largely done by the Canadian HighwayOrgenization _—at Stewart, using & large Sae-Go and bulldozere. We asaist the Canadians .

— with our
power grader end bs bulldozer, We do clear thesnow off the

RG 3¢, Bui, af Albiic Roe,be

ED,Gen Corre Relntcel Renz,HESS
begé HAS.x
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hrs Ban, Bwiek sh7st
* roads in che:“village of Ryder and iumediate environment but, even here,“the Canadiens quite often give ua a handas the

rotary passes througha to the highway leading to. Premier.
he adidniatration of the Hyder maintenance wit ‘ts very mater-Lally complicated b:y the almoat complete ieplation of the coumunity fron

|. aay other point in Alaska or the United States, Setchikan is the near-
oS Bae point in Alaske) but there is no regular communication service either

- by aix or by boat. (To get into Hyder it is necessary to charter a. planeoor boat, and to get equipment and supplies imte the area we have to
charter aboat andscow which is Landed on the beach and unloaded at_
low tide, Stewart, B. C., on the other hand, has regular scheduled air
service to Prince Rupert and has a weekly boat connection with that town.
Regular. aad, 1 between Hyder and Juneau goee via Prince Rupert and uauallytekes abouttwo weeks, The quickest mail service “is obtainea by air but.

mail then has to go to the atates for tranaehipment aad the mail mustbe addressed to Stewart, ‘B.Bes or bemailedia Stewart
E for.oe opposite

.

direction. Fe
:

. —

‘There are“at! present no indications of any major development on |

the American side of the boundary that will increase traffic and the
uge of the highwaye in the area. It ie, however, possible thatScewart,B. G., will be the site of a large copper mill and smelter in connection
with the copper deposits at the head of the LeDuc River. It ie algo inthe planning of British Columbia to connect Stewart with Hazelton and

. Telegraph Creek, and it is very wach possible that Stewart will become
Lapertant chipping point and outlet for northern Britieh Columbia.:

Thie development may be accelerated in case the mining project developsin the near future. Either, or both, of these developments will indirect-
ly have a bearing on the traffic picture on the American side but. the in-oreage will ibe almost toon

of Canadian origin.

3

}

Enclosures: |

Sketch Map
Coat. Analyais Stmt. (in,epi.)
Bquip. &

Property Stut. (ina)

RG 3%, Bt’, ae Publis SezeeED, Ger Covea Beladcd Been,HSS-oy
Bay 132.
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FROM, : Ey H. Swick, Regional Engineer
:

sunjects Alaska tinier

. |fer Od {

ABS,A, wt PUL, i So ROADS‘i :

- OfMemorandum - UNITED STATESGOVERNMENT
TO oy

ir.

F..‘royster, Assistant.
Comm! ssioner torDATE: Oc tober 19, 1957

"operations, Washington
25, 0, &

Juneau, Alaska

In decor dence with @ decision. given the Regional ‘Engineetverbally by.:‘Mr, Turner, Public Roads in Alaska is taking ‘over,effective at about: this time, the maintenance of the Federal~aidsystems in ‘the var (ous towns and cities. In each case,we are:
executing with the! incorporated place an agreementwhich: sets forth
the manner‘fn which the maintenance is to be accomplished.. In some

Instances, ‘the Bureau will take over the maintenahce of the Federal-
-

systemsWith its own equipment and forces; in other instancesitis deemed advisable to arrange for the maintenance to be continued,
by the c ity:‘with Public Roads reimbursing it for the actual. sudi ted

_ costs incurred, There are attached single copies of the first two

executed agreements; those for the towns of.
Cof dova

and Valdez._ Me. Erhart hes directed our attention to the tact that the-
phrasing of paragraph 28 of Administrative Memorandum 1-10.3.is:
such that none of the procedures or authorities contained therain

. Ofe applicable to the eRpendi ture of Federal-aid funds fn Alaska,
|At is his understanding that the phrasing was used with the under-

standing that a separate memorandum concerning Federal | domain
- Suthor ities!ifih Alaska was to be written, Thia is contrary td the.
weiter's understanding of discussions with other offices in Washington
where it was istated that the memoranda purposely had been phrased to:includeAlaska as any other region. The apparent lack of authority|cited by Mr, Erhart, of course makes invalid the regional ‘engineer’ Ss
signature on ‘the ehclosed agreethents and any other day-to-day sctions
involving F deral-ald funds In direct construction, Since, however, ~——~;:

_ the Region:
deck

perate without most of the authorities outlined ‘>.in Admintsttative Memorandum |+10.3, we are assuming that the author|-
- tes do exist but have not yet been spelled out. We urge that there) f/f .
_b@ an

eorly: glarit ication in this regards.
i

-
Attechment ©
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a Ollalco& maintSTANDAND FORM 14
PRESCRIBED BY GENERAL

REVISED MAY 1952

SERVICES ADMINISTRATION
REG. 2-1X~203,00

From DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Breas PUBLIC ROADS'ChadaeTELEGRAPHIC WIESSAGE
Cue. preciso flake Cordack ypOFFICIAL BUSINESS—U, S, GOVERNMENT WASHINGTON, D.C. OCTOBER 4a, 1957

GPO : 1956—-O-373780\\
EB. H. SWICK
BUREAU OF ‘PUBLIC ROADS
JUNEAU, ALASKA

REFERENCE ROAD MAINTENANCE IN HYDER AREA ALASKA, NO LEGAL
OBJECTION TO CONTRACTING WITH AGENCY OR DEPARTMENT OF CANADIAN

GOVERNMENT TO PERFORM THE MAINTENANCE WORK UNDER CONTRACT WITH

PUBLIC ROADS PRESUME CANADIAN AGENCY HAS AUTHORITY TO OPERATE ITS
EQUIPMENT AND PERSONNEL IN ALASKA ABOUT WHICH WE RAISE NO QUESTION
AND LEAVE SUCH MATTER ENTIRELY TO CANADIAN AGENCY. SUGGEST CONTRACT

BE PREPARED ON BASIS OF PAYMENT FOR UNITS oF WORK AT AGREED UNIT PRICES
CONSISTENT WITH COSTS THEREOF RATHER THAN ANY ARRANGEMENT ON AN ACTUAL
COST BASIS WHICH WOULD REQUIRE ITEMIZING ALI, COSTS AND EXPENSES

MATTER HAS BEEN CLEARED WITH ROYSTER AND ALLEN, YOU MAY PROCEED WITH

NEGOTIATIONS AS BEST INTERESTS OF UNITED STATES MAY APPEAR.

a
Cuh-0 a Ve

Co
wool

JWim ble SF
Mr. Allen G

wr aah

{
7Mr. RoysteYswb” Legal J he

wn

RG Be, Bitar. af Public &ea8 4
Cee Reintcd ReseISS: SY

faz 442.
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% ( STANDARD FORM NO, 64

i

Ae f
BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS

Office Memoyandum
¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Mr. J. C. Allen, Assistant Commissioner for DATE: S ptember 12, 1957a Administration, Washington 25, D.C.
é

FROM : E, H. Sick, Regional enbineer
Juneau, Alaska .

SUBJECT: Alaska Maintenance - Hyder Area Ae ce }ueoe qe
When may we expect a reply to our memorandum of July 19 on

transfer of maintenance in the Hyder area to the Canadian government?

G Be, Bier, ae Aibiic tes.4Ae

Ebb, cen Corr ulated Rewhy 4g5S-~Se
Bay 132.
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svanonnd
Fok no. 64 2h=20.2 BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS

Office
Memorandum . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO Enfield, General Counsel DATE: July 25, 1957

FROM : GC, F, Barker, Acting Chief AccountantLIS
SUBJECT: Alaska Maintenance - Hyder Area

Attached is a memorandum of July 19 from Mr. Swick and

the file which accompanied his memorandum.
' It will be appreciated if you will advise us as to the

legal propriety of the proposed contract with the Canadian

Government,

Attachment

27
é

ae

RG 3°, Bur,oF Gublic toad¢

E,6D, SearCore Relatcd Raas, 4ESS-SH
fay 142,

"

ganiyory JeuOHeN aul Jo SHUIDIOH palssejoaq / paylssejour) ay} toy peonpoidey



“FROM : E.-H. Sw

4 OO

jiwoincrom.é¢ BUREAUOF PUBLIC ROADS

Office Memorandum
- UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT :

“TO: Mr. Ju C. Allen, Assistant Commissioner: for ‘DATE July 19, 1957
Adminjatration, Washington, D. C.

ek, Regional ent veer
‘Juneau, Alaska: ,

SUBJECT: Alaska Maintenance ~ Hyder Area
:

_ The; writer! has been concernedfor some time with the:diffi-culties attendant)on the Public Roads maintenance operation: at
Hyder, a small community in extreme southeasAlaska, -adjacent to
Stewart, B.'C., af larger Canadian community. The Juneau Districtwas asked.to prepare areporton the subject,and acopy is.at-_
tached, It is significantthat the traffic served in the area isto and from ‘Canadian installations,. .

It is proposed to approach Canadian officials with view
toward asking them to assume maintenance of “the Hydernet on a
reimbursablé.basis, with costs not to exceed significantly those
experiencedby Public Roads, Before making the contacts, we de~-sire your ‘reaction to the plan. | Oo

vig :

4

osoot

Attachment? | :

Copy of report:
:
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COST ANALYSIS BREAKDOWN BETWEEN WINTER AND SUMMER
MAINTENANCE CHARGES

HYDER MAINTENANCE

WINTER 1954 - (Period 11/1/54 - 3/31/55)

Salary Charges $2412
Equipment Rental Charges 191
Supplies, Materials & Miscellaneous igo00—Cit*

TOTAL 1954 Winter Maintenance Cost $3603

SUMMER 1955.- (Period 4/1/55 ~ 10/31/55)

Salary Charges “6527
Equipment Rental Charges 431
Supplies, Materials & Miscellaneous 1400

TOTAL 1955 Summer Maintenance Cost 8358

WINTER 1955 ~ (Period 11/1/55 = 3/31/56}

Salary Charges 2769
Equipment Rental Charges 112
Supplies, Materials & Miscellaneous 1600

TOTAL 1955 Winter M&imtenance Cost 3881

SUMMER 1956 - (Period 4/1/56 - 10/31/56)

Salary Charges 6811
Equipment Rental Charges 443
Supplies, Materials & Miscellaneous 1400

TOTAL 1956 Summer Maintenance Cost 8654

Note: Supplies and materials estimated as impractical to
differentiate between winter and summer maintenance
usage.

RG 30, Bur. oF Public Bends .

E, OD, Gen Conr+ Related Raas, SS-S9
Bax 1132.

." Sanuoty jeUOIeN at) jo sBuipjoy paylssejoaq / paylsse|oun) au} tol) peonpoiday



2

MAJOR EQUIPMENT ASSIGNED RYDER MAINTENANCE

bescription Unit Cost
COMPRESSOR, aix, portable, 105 ¢.f.m. LeRoy-Rix,acquired 1936, # C16801 $1,812.61
GRADER, Motor patrol, gasoline-engine powered,Galion, Mod. 101, acquired 1936, # C16802 6,889.15
GRADER, pull, Galion, Mod. 70, acquired 1936, # €16803 712,806

MOWER, tractor-mounted, THC, Mod. A, tractor with Mod,18 highway mower, acquired 1947, # C16800
. 1,716.82

TRACTOR, with dozer, Caterpillar, Mod, D4, acquired
1946, hour meter reading 2,872 ~ # ¢16837 4,034.51

TRUCK, dump, 2)-ton, IHC, Mod. KB-7, acquired 1947,Speedometer reading 28,226, # 16804 3,040.16
TRUCK, pickup, 1/2 ton, Chevrolet Mod, 3100, acquired1549, speedometer reading 22,595, # €16719 1,549.46
HOIST, double drum, gasoline-engine driven, Construction

Machinery Co., acquired 1936, Code #34.3 728.35

TOTAL ACQUISITION Cost $20,483.86
NOTE: All equipment has been fully depreciated with the éxeeptionof Chevrolet Pickup # 16719 - residual vaiue $400. In theevent station abandoned, equipment now located on projectwould not be transferred to another location due to obsolescence,

FIRED PROPERTY ACCOUNT

Ident. No. Description Valuation
Land Warehouse site $100Bldg. Bx Bunkhouse, 12x24 feet 100Bldg. BY Gookhouse, 14524 feet 100Bldg. BZ Equipment Storage, 24x36 feet 400Bldg. CA Warehouse & Shop, 30x70 & 1824 feet

Total Valuation
3005...

1,

Sem

:
A B i, ae Publi ©Roads :

CA ‘cen Cour+ Relaked Rees, MESH-S9
3¢

D,
Bay 132

SOAIUOJy |EUOREN au} Jo SBUIP|OH Payissejoeq / paylsse|our ayy wos peonpoideys



BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS yr L,

Mr, E. WH. Swick, Regional Engineer, Region Ten June 17, 1957
Juneau, Alaska

Chr. F. Wyller, Districr Engineer
Juneau, Alaska

Report on B.P.R. Activities, Hyder and vicinity.

in response to your request on May Sth, we are submitting the
following repert on oux activities in the Hyder area, A map of the
area is attached for orientation.

Hyder fe a smali unincorporated village situated at the head of
Portland Canal immediately adjacent to the International Boundary between
Alaska dnd British Columbia, Approximately 2 miles from the boundary on
the Canadian side is located the town of Stewart, B.C. Both Hyder and
Stewart are essentially mining camps ang like most such camps, both towns
have hads @ lot of violent ups and downs. At the present time, they are
down the population of Hyder is estimated at about 40 while there might
be 300 or 400 pecpla in Stewart, B.C.

On the American alde there has been a number of promising mining
prospects but only one has developed into a productive mine, That is
Riverside Mine, near Mile 9 on Salmon River Highway. This mine was
originally a gold and silver producer but, when the silver prices took
& decided slump at the beginning of the great depression, the mine was
closed, It was re-opened again during the war when it was operated as
a tungsten mine, has now been closed down for a number of years,
Some attempts have been made recently to reopen the mine but with little
success,

4 considerable portion of the activity on the Canadian side is ace
eessible from the American side only. The major development, and the only
one, that has been active in the latter years, is the Premier Mine which
for years employed as many as 300 men, Theii mine was originally a very
rich producer in gold but in the latter years it has been operated mainlyfor production of lead and zinc. The ore was concentrated in the mill at
Premier and the concentrate was originally transported on a l2-mile aerial
tramway through Hyder te a dock on the Canadian side of the boundary.
Shortly after the war, the tramway was abandoned and concentrates have
been hauled from Premier to the dockside in large dump trucks, The mill
burned in 1956 but it is our understanding that the company intends to
yebuild the mill in a different location; and to continue operations,

another type of traffic which originates in Canada is the winter-
time hauling of supplies to Ganadian prospects which are accessible only
in summertime over the glaciers, ‘The supplies are hauled by trucks and
by cat-drawn sleds from Canada to a supply dump off the Texas Creek

an
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Mr. E. H. Swick Qe 6/17/57

highway approximately one:: mile above the crossing of Salmon River, tnthe summertime the supplies are again hauled by tractor-drawn sleds over& cat-trail and the glaciers to the various Prospects. In the last coupleof years a considerable amount of freight has been hauled in by thisroute to the large and important copper deposit discovered at the head ofthe LeDuc River on the Canadian side. This past winter about 2600 tonsof supplies have been hauled to the supply dump at Texas Creek Highway,for this prospect.

There are two Forest Highways in the Hyder area and both are nowon the Federal Aid secondary system. Salmon River :Highway, Forest High-way Route 9, extends from Hyder Bock through the village with a Spur tothe International Boundary toward Stewart, up through the Salmon RiverValley to the boundary opposite Premier, The connection to the mine isover a lk-mile long Canadian road. This highwayis 12.14 miles long.Texas Creek, Highway, Forest Highway Route 18, branches off from SalmonRiver Highway at approximately Mile 9, cross the Salmon River, and extends
up the North Fork of Texas Creek, The highway, as it is now designated,extends only a few hundred feet on the west side of Texas Creek aftercrossing this stream. As originally constructed, the highway extended upthe West Fork of Texas Greek to the Chickamin Slecler Summit. Due to thenegligible traffic using this highway, none of which was essential andalso due to the high cost of maintenance, the section up West Fork ofTexas. Creek was abandoned and taken off the System in 1953. The portionof Texas Creek highway remaining on the system is therefore only 3.46miles, The total mileage of highways int the area presently on the systemis 15.8. ,

Both these highways are relatively low standard gravel roads. Mostof the Salmon River Highway is wide enough so that two cars can pass at
any point using reasonable caution. ‘The portion of Route 9 above thejunction with Route 18 and all of Route 18 are very narrow and have anumberof very sharp curves and Steep grades. Generally, the roads are
adequate for the light traffic they now support and will not be in needof reconstruction in the foreseeable future, The only exception is thebridge across the North Fork of Texas Creek, This structure consistsof a 122-£t. untreated timber truss with 81 feet. of trestle approacheswhich were constructed in 1928, The truss is covered by a corrugatedsheet metal housing and is still in reasonably good condition, However,in the latter years, some large checks have appeared in the lower chordat the end bearings. It is therefore questionable how much longer thestructure can be maintained in safe condition without reconstruction,There are two other timber bridges which may require replacement withinthe next 5 or 6 years but they are minor and can be replaced at rela-tively low cost,
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Mr, Eg, BR Swick we on 6/17/57

We do not have any recent traffic count in the Hyder area,
In 1946, when both the Premier and Riverside Mines were opetating at
full capacity, our records indicate an average daily traffic of 48 cars.
O£ this approximately 14% consisted of heavy trucks, which were all
Canadian, The following table indicates the percentage of traffic which
originated or was destined for the various pointes .in the area:

Stewart, B. C. 36%
Premier, B. ¢. 24%,

Hyder, Alaska 16%
Riverside Mine 10%
Other UL. 8. Pointe 1&3

At the present time, with both the mines devn, the traffic has
dropped off considerably and it is doubtful if if now exceeds 15 cars per
day. In the winter time all traffic outside the immediate environmen
of Hyder is of Canadian origin. .

The maintenance has in the latter years been handled by a foreman,
assisted bya W.A.E. employee, who has worked full time during the summer
half of the year and only occasionally during the winter time. The list
of the equipment assigned to the project and also an analysis of the cost
for the past two years are attached, The two buildings, listed as cook-
house and bunkhouse, are old buildings left over from previous construc-
tion projects and are no longer of any particular value or use, The
equipment storage building is of relatively new date and is in fair
shape. The main warehouse and shop building is an old barn-like strue-
ture with the main floor on the second level. The first floor is like
an unfinished basement with dirt floor and is used for storage of lumber
and odds and ends. The main floor is reached by a steep, barnlike ap~
wroach and ig no longer safe for modern heavy equipment, If the mainten-
ance is continued in this area, the need for a new building in the next
few years isp quite evident. ‘The new building will not, however, have to
be anywhere nearly as large as the present building.

All maintenance on the highways is being performed by our own or-
ganization, except the snow removal. Hyder has a very heavy snowfall
and a depth of snow on the level of ten feet at Hyder and 25 feet at
Premier is not uhwaual, To keep the road open with these snow depths
requires a heavy rotary snow plow and, since the American traffic does
not justify the expense of this type of heavy snow removal, we have
never attempted to keep the roads opencin the winter time. In the earlier
years when the cable tramway was still operating, no effort was being made
to keep the snow off the road but it was compacted by tractors so that
under good conditions, traffic could proceed over the highway although
it would be traveling om as much as five to six feet of compacted snow,
When the cableway was abandoned and the Canadians started hauling ore
concentrates from Premier by truck, it became necessary to perform snow
removal which has been largely done by the Canadian Highway Organization
at Stewart, using a large Sno-~Go and bulldozers, We assist the Canadians
with our power grader and D4 bulldozer. We do clear the snow off the
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Mr. EL A. Swick wie ,

6/17/57

roads in the village of Hyder and immediate environment but, even here,the Canadians quite often give us a hand as the rotary passes throughto the highway leading to Premier.

The administration of the Hyder maintenance uit is very mater~-
lally complicated by the almost complete isolation of the comunity from
any other point in Alaska or the United States. Ketchikan is the near~est point in Alaska but there is no regular communication service either
by air or by boat. To get into Hyder it is necessary to charter a planeov boat, and to get equipment and supplies inte the area we have to
charter a boat and scow which is Landed on the beach and unloaded at
low tide. Stewart, B. €., on the other hand, has regular scheduled air
Service to Prince Rupert and has a weekly boat connection with that town.
Regular mail between Ryder and Juneau goes via Prince Rupert and usuallytakes about two weeks, The quickest mail service is obtained by air but
the mail then has to go te the states for transshipment and the mail must
be addressed to Stewart, B. C., or be mailed in Stewart For the oppositedirection,

There are at present no indications of any major development on
the American side of the boundary that will increase traffic andi. the
use of the highways in the area. It is, however, possible that Stewart,B. C., will be the site of a large copper mill and smelter in connection
with the copper deposits at the head of the Leduc River. It is also in
the planning of British Columbia to connect Stewart with Hazelton and
Telegraph Greek, and it is very much possible that Stewart will become
animportant shipping point and outlet for northern British Columbia.
This development may be accelerated in case the mining project developsin the near future. Either, or both,of these developments will indirect-
ly have a bearing on the traffic picture on the American side but the in-
crease will be almost 100% of Canadian origin.

3 Enclosures:
Sketch Map
Cost Analysis Stmt. (in dupl.)}
Equip. & Property Stmt. (in dupl.)
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Maintenance & Inepectiog Report |

City Of Kediak

FAP-11, Mileage-1.8 Miles

FAS-389, Mileage-0.8 Miles

Inspected by} P. He Stover, Foreman, B.P.R. and “Hernan Beukers
Superintendant, City Of Kediak, July 2, 1:30 P.M.

FAP~11, Shelikor, Main Street and Mission Road.
Paving on @helikof had been patched and was presently in good
shape. Main Street was washed down as needed and ourbs re~
patuted. Migeion Reed maintemanee limited to necessary grading
and one culvert re-placement. The City is widening the read near 6+)
street intersection, but no charge to this aecount, on this
project, Tae above routes are in fairly good shape with adequate
maintenance

being preformed.

FAS~389, Brooklya Ave. & Mill Bay Road.
This route is in good shape, work performed last month was

limi tea
to necessary grading.
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June 15th, no report should be necessary at this time.
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As the contractor just completed this section about

a Ralph wo 4

0. Headrick, MGR. City of Seward

IMAINTENANCE AND INSPECTION REPORT

_ CITY OF SEWARD

FAP 31~1 ° Mileage 1.368

at '

General Foreman
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foot June 29, 1959

_ MAINTENANCE AND INSPECTION REPORT
#AP Route 71, Mileage .63: and FAS Route 8151
7 Town ofValdez

INSPECTED BY: ‘Raymond Huddleston Sune 25, 1959

Weather had been dry and warm
Inspection. was wade on June 25.

overcast at time of inspection,
previous three weeks ‘and was warm with Light

. No work in progress at time of inspection, FAS Route 8151 had

been graded prior to fhis date and other than baing very dusty was in

good condition.

Town of Galdex requested permission to anetall water and sewer
d 8th Streets and were given

connections on Route FAP 71 between 7th at
verbal approval by John M. Cooley. Other requests still pending.

Maintenance on these routes have been satisfactory for this month.
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NAINTEWNCR INSPROPION REPORT

“OITY OF PALMER

Bago #9035

INSPRONED RY ~ PETER J. BAGOY

in inspection vas conducted by Peter Jy Bagoy, General Foreman

for the Burean ef Public Roads. Mr Russell Pelaien, Streat Maintenance

Supexintendent for the Glty of Palmer was nob available to agcunpany

Ny. Bagoys
|

!

AL the time of the inspection, on dune 30, 1959, all roads were

in good condition. Shovldering slong the pavement hed ten accomplished.
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MAINTENANCE INSPECTION REPORT

OTTY OF ANCHORAGE

F=90h2 F903 8+9001

TNGPEOTION BY=PETER J, BaGOX, 7/1/59

An inspectionw ap condueted by Peter ds Bagoy y General Foreman

for the Bureau of Public Roads, and Mr» Burton L. Andersons Public
Works Superintendent for the Gity of Anchorage.

At the tame of inspection, all roads vers in good condition,
orecks gealed, pavenent holes repalved, and graveled rouds graded,

excepting sections unter reconstruction by contractors arid GambelL

Street, where) reconstruction is pending.

Vaintenance on 611 routes considered satisfactory’.

Equipment needt

Motor Gradex
pomp Trucks
Pa tohnobile
Sprinkler Trucks
Roller
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BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS

Me. EB. EH. Swick, Regional Engineer January 8, 1959|} Juneau, Alaska
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Gy aa kaEnic E, Evhart, cniae déral Highway Projects Division23-10 Washington 25, DB. . Fe
sqeeiarnstcor

Mr. John Ruhling of the American Concrete Pipe Associationand Mr. Ken Sheppard of the Alasks Concrete Products Company calledon me today to discuss the use of concrete pipe in Alaske. Mr. Sheppardwade the statement that he thought thet for certain installations inconnection with urban highway work more consideration should be given‘tG the use of unreinforced concrete pipe, also the use of precastconcrete blocks In catch basitie. He inferred that aince these items werenot included in FP-57 that we were specifying more expensive types ofcoustruction.

T explained to him that FPR-57 waa written to cover thase itemsmost commonly used in our direct highway construction programs thet ifan item, proven to be equally satisfactory, was found to be moreeconomical it could be included in a project by special provision.
He is going to call on you following his return to Anchoragelater this month. I did not offer any conment on his remarks (exceptaa noted above). I did say that I was sure that you would want toeffect any possible economy in construction cost provided that qualityend service were demoed.
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Congressional Inquiry Relative Removal of Snow from Driveway
Entrance in Alaska.

An inquiry was received from Senator Bartlett's office via
telephorie on November 12 relative to the removal of snow from drive-
way entrances, with particular reference to the entrance to Gateway
Lodge at Glenalien.

This ‘subject was one| involving considerable correspondence
last year. ‘The proprietor of Gateway Lodge, Mrs. Blanche D. Dykes,

©

had questioned Public Roads policy which was opposed to the removal
of snow from driveway entrances in connection with snow removal
operations on the main highweys. Mr. Royster's letter of May 20,
1959 to Senator Bartlett rekarding this matter advised of the

|

magnitude of the snow retisval problem in Alaska and of the great
number of driveways located within the wide scope of Public Roads
maintenance operations. A report was also made of a canvass of 195
lodgés, stores and other business establishments along several high-
ways and of the satisfactory arrangements made for removal of snow
from driveway entrances to these areas.

_

It was my understanding from the Noveuber 12 inquiry that
urs. ‘bykes> in her recent communication with the Senator, has con-
sidered that the snow removal policy may have been revised since
Alaska became a State. I was advised that Mrs. Dykes is willing
to reimburse the Bureau (or the State) for snow removal services if
such service can now be provided. ‘The Senator's assistant questioned
whether Mrs. Dykes' proposal showld be directed to Public Roads or to
the State.

The Senator's office was advised that insofar as we know there
was no change in Public Roads policy regarding the removal of snow
from driveway entrances. ‘The arrangement for certain continued opera-
tions in Alaska in accordance with an agreement with the State was

briefly discussed... With consideration given to the previous commmica~
tions on this subject of snow removal, and to Public Roads present
relationship with the State in maintenance operations, the Senator's
office was advised that 1t appeared that Mrs. Dykes’ current proposal
might best be directed to the State.
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