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‘UNCLAS RETELS REAL Deere INFORMATION PLEASE DISCONTINUE SEARCH

FOR FORMER ARC HOLDINGS. OUR REQUEST NOT INTENDED TO INCLUDE THESE

ITEMS. APPRECIATE IMMEDIATE AIRMAIL OF GSA FORMS 1166 REPORTING REAL
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Mad ernde MATR wie wen ke wd ade te A Lda bee

MR. Bs. M, FRENCH
REGIONAL ENGINEER
PORTLAND, OREGON

ATTA: W. BH. CLELAND

REGION 10 HAS REQUESTED INFORMATION REGARDING THE BUREAU OWNED

REAL PROPERTY IN ALASKA PRIOR TO ABSORBING THE ALASKA ROAD

COMMISSION. THIS WOULD BE DURING THE PERTOD WHEN ALASKA WAS

A PIGLD OFFICE UNDER REGION &. OUR RECORDS INDICATE THAT IN

1956 NE REPORTED OWNERSHIP IN ALASKA OF THE JUNEAU EQUIPMENT

DEPOT, SEWARD EQUIPMENT DEPGD, SITKA EQUIPMENT DEPOT, WRANGELL

EQUIPMENT DEPOT, AND KATCHIKAN EQUIPMENT DEFOE. DOES YOUR

OFFICE HAVE THE LEGAL INSTRUMENTS COVERING THE ACQUISITION cr
TEESE PROPERTIES? THESE DOCUMENTS WILL BE REQUIRED TO SUPPORT

TRANSFER OF REAL PROPERTY TO THE STATE OF ALASKA AS AND WHEN

AUTHORIZED BY CONGRESS. PLRASE WIRE YOUR REPLY.

O DONOGHUE

WHO *DONOGHUE
+s
cea

oct Wiles
Reader File
iy. WW. EL O Donoghue wn

L A

May 13, 1959 4:50
“We H. O'Donoghue, Chief, Prop. & Ser. Br. 6071

G30, Bur, 2 Public Roads
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BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS
—

Mx. Willian J. Niemi, Regional kngineer May 15, 1959
10-00.) Juneau, Alaska

:

Jd, &, Allen, Agsistant Commissioner for
idmGil Administration, Washington, DB. ¢.

Alaska Oentibus Bill

Your menorandum of Bay 1, 1959, and attachment regarding purchasing
procedure under the Alaske Omnibus Bill (HW. 8, 6091} has been studied
jointly by the Office of the General Counsel and this office. We have
concluded that purchasing procedares will continue unaltered antil the
Stateof Alaska assumes full operation on or before June 30, 1964, He
believe this will be the case regardless of whetherwe operate under
Section 40(b) or 40(c). Se will make known this view to the General
Counsel of the General Services Administration,

A copy of a recent repert te me is attached for your further
information.

Attachment

RRHamann /ekt
ce: Files €2)

Nr, Alien
Rr. Guandolo

“Seay Mr. @’Donoghue
Clip Copy

RG 20, Bun a Puskitte.
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BUREAU OF POBLIC ROADS

Wr. Allen
May 13, 1959

BR. OR, Hamann
24-60

Alaska Omnibus Bill

Ne have discussed the memorandum from the Regional Engineer,Juneau, Alaska, dated May 1, 1959, with the following conclusions:
H.R. 6091, Section 46(b) provides for a continuation of ourpresent services and facilities in Alaska for an interim period at therequest ef the Governor of Alaska. Under this arrangement, funds wouldbe allocated from the President directly to Public loads. Operationsunder this section, therefore, would be essentially federal in char-acter and all procurement and property activities showld remainunchanged,

Section 40(c) permits the State of Alaska and Public Roads toenter into a contract on a reimbursable basis for any (or all) of thefunctions being performed by Public Roads at the time of the transferof the property involved. As the lanquaye reads, however, this arrange-ment cannot be initiated until the property or functions associated withthe particular activity and/or location has been transferred to theState of Alaska. Even though we would be acting as an agent for Alaskaand, therefore, not administering funds appropriated to Public Roads, itis believed that we should continue to follow the reqular federal pro-curement practices and comply with the usual requirements governingFederal operations. We are of the opinion that this policy is well-precedented since many government agencies use funds reimbursed totheir appropriation by states, municipalities and even private corpo~rations in precisely the same manner ag their regularly appropriatedfunds. Administrative and legal problems will be involved in anyattempt to exercise these agency functions in a manner consistent withstate highway department practices but not consistent with the normalFederal procurement practices.
In conelusion, we would like to point out that Section 40, ineffect, prevents us from contracting with the State of Alaska underparagraph (c) until we have transferred the property associated,withthe functions for which we wish to contract. If we hope to do a goodclean job of transferring the praperty that is defensible from anaccounting standpoint, the earliest it will be possible to transferall of the property to the State of Alaska will be June 30, 1960.This indicates that during the time that any of the property planedfor transfer to Alaska remains in Public Hoads ownership, we probablywill continue operations under paragraph 40(b) with respect to thisparticular property.

RG 304 Bart at Putte Konds neeEB, Gen Cort Reaated Rees, 9SS-54
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Mr. J. 0. Allen ~2— May 13, 1959

It should also be noted that the language provides opportunity for
phasing out gradually. In other words we may, at the request of the
Governor, continue service or facilities in Alaska under direct allocation
of funds from the President as provided in paragraph (b) and convert
gradually to arrangement (c} as physical inventories and reconciliations
are completed, location by location or function by function. This process
might continue for a year or two until finally our entire physical plant
and functions had been transferred to the State and then we would be
operating entirely under paragraph (¢). Se would then continue under
contract until June 30, 1964 or earlier depending upon the State's
readiness to operate a state highway department independently.

CONCURRENCEs

Joseph Guandota

RRHamann/ekf
ce: Files (2)

Mr. Guandola|
Mr. O"Donoghity
Clip Copy
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fete b Stach |

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE Ce raha
BUREAU OF PUBTIC ROADS .

Region 10
Juneau, Alaska

Conditions of Alaskan Highways

QUARTERLY REPORT

April 1, 1959 - July 1, 1959
eth UNIAN

GENERAL

The annual spring breakup will be in progress during the forthcoming
quarter and truck weight and speed restrictions will be in effect over most

of the highway system in Alaska during the critical period when frost is
leaving the roadbed. Restrictions are based on local conditions prevailing
in the various areas and will be held to the minimum consistent with
adequate protection for one of the State's most valuable assets.

By way of further explanation of the reasons for the restrictions,
it has been determined by actual tests that repeated application of heavy
loads during the spring thaw results in pumping of silt through the gravel
base. This is @ progressive action and unless it is curtailed, eventually
results in liquid silt pumping up through the surfacing material and forming
a "frost boil." When this has occurred the damage has been.done. If loads
are kept to a minimum and speed is restricted:to reduce impact, this pumping

action is minimized. When the frost is out of the ground the sub-base drains
and dries outso that it is no longer fluid and it will again support normal

loads and speeds. —

Areas of possible distress are located by BPR maintenance crews and

materials engineers, minimum restrictions determined and posted,. and the

information disseminated as widely and as rapidly as possible. Enforcement

of the restrictions is theresponsibility of the State Department of Police.
The restrictionsvary from no reduction of speed and loading to complete

elimination of all truck traffic, depending upon prevailing conditions: -

Every effort will be made to keep the restricted areas to a minimum in scope

and duration and to permit truck traffic whenever and wherever possible.
The sole ‘purpose of the restrictions is to prevent costly damage to a high-

way network that is presently facing serious financial difficulties from a

maintenance standpoint.

For those plaming to enter Alaska over the Alaska Highway in Canada,

information as to highway conditions from the United States border to Dawson

Creek may be obtained from the Alberta Motor Association, 9905 101A Avenue,

Edmonton, Alberta, and from the B. C, Travel Rureau, Parliament Buildings,
Victoria, B. C.

ROAD CONDITIONS

Route No. 1 - Richardson Highway

This route from Valdez, Mile 0, to Fairbanks, Mile 363, is open

and is paved for the entire distance. Travelers may still experience

(over)
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full winter conditions on Thompson Pass, neaY Valdez, and in Isabel Pass,
between Paxson and Rapids, through the month of April.

Open from the Canadian boundary, Mile 1221, to Big Delta and the
junction with the Richardson Highway, Mile 1428. toe

Work will begin after the spring thaw on asphaltic surfacing of
the only unpaved section of this route between the Cariadian Border,
Mile 1221, and the present end of ‘paving just east of Tetlin Junction,
Mile 1292. Travelers may expect minor delays in negotiating this
section after work has begun. .s

Open from Anchorage to the Richardson Highway junction near
Glennallen, Mile 189, and from Gulkana Junction, Mile 128, on the
Richardson Highway, via the Tok cutoff‘to the Alaska Highway at Tok.
Junction (Alaska Highway M.P. 1314).

Taylor Highway
7

|

This route should be opened for traffic about April 1, to permit
movement of freight priorto the spring breakup. Restrictions are.
usually removed and full loads permitted approximately May 15.

“Rout

Open from Sewardto Anchorage. Travelers are cautioned’ that
serious snowslide hazards may be expected in the Turnagain Arm section

during the month of April, especially during the first warm, sunny days.

The hazardous areas are posted and some sections may be closed for short

‘periods during avalanche stabilization work and/or removal.

Open from the junction at Mile 39 on the Seward—Anchorage

Highway to its southern terminus at Homer, and to Kenai and Wildwood

Station by spur road from Soldotna.| All of this route except the section
from Soldotna to Homer is paved.

The section from the Homer Airport, through Homer to the community

of Anchor River is under contract for reconstruction and travelers may

expect some delay in negotiating detours and construction areas. A major

portion of this section 4s being relocated on new alignment and the

entire section will be greatly improved in alignment. and grade in this
reconstruction prior to asphalt surfacing.
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Route No. 2 ~ Alaska Highway

Route No. 3 Glenn Hignway

No. 4 ~ Seward-Anchorage HighwayRoute

Route No. 5 = Sterling Highway
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This route is presently open only from Fairbanks to Chatanika,
Mile 31. The remainder of the route, from Chatanika to Circle and Circle
Hot Springs, will be opened for traffic approximately May 15. The first
three miles of this route are paved and the remainder is gravel surfaced.
The section between Mile 3 and the Elliott Highway junction at Fox will
be paved early in the summer.

Route No. 7 - Elliott Highway

Open from the Steese Highway junction at Fox to Olnes, Mile 9.
The remainder of the route to Livengood will be opened approximately
April 15, The entire route is gravel surfaced.

The remaining unconstructed portion of this route between Livengood
and Eureka on the Manley Hot Springs road system, is under contract.
Through traffic will not be possible or permitted on this section until
late fall.

This route from Paxson, Mile 186, on the Richardson Highway, to
Cantwell and Mt. McKinley National Park, will be opened for summer

travel
approximately June 1. This route is gravel surfaced over its entire

length.

Open from Haines, Mile 0, to Mile 48 (POL Pump Station No. 2).
This route is normally opened by Canadian authorities to through traffic
to Haines Junction (Alaska Highway M.P. 1016) between May 15 and June 1.
The ferry system between Juneau, Haines and Gheswey will commence opera~

tions for the summer on May 4, 1959.

B. H. Swick
Regional Engineer
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Route No. 6 ~ Steese Highway

Route No. 8 ~ Denali Hignway

Route No. 9 — Haines Highway


