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BUREAUOF PUBLIC ROADS oe an|

Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO :Mr. Paul F.. Royster, Assistant Commissioner DATE: September 1, 195923-00 for Operations,: Washington, D. C,.

FROM :Wm. J. Niemi, Regional Engineer Wl10-00 "Juneau, Alaska ,

t
t
t

SUBJECT: Congressiona |: Correspondence ~- Senator Ernest Grueningeos:Seer -=
, peers ;

:

4

By telegram: of August 28, 1959, you were advised of a ‘telegramreceived from Senator Gruening regarding a complaint ofditching op-erations inthe Big Bend area on South Cushman Street near Fairbanks,Alaska. We are now supplementing that information in greater detai|through the attached copies of correspondence.
We find no evidence of arbitrary or discriminatory action onthe part of jour field forces. Division Engineer H. W. Johansen hasdealt in a patientand realistic manner with trespassers on theright-of-way of a publie highway.

The incident will point out to the State some of the prob lemsthey must assume when they take over the full ‘administration of the
highway program and ‘perhaps serve a useful purpose. We now learnthat the smoke has largely disappearedand.we hope that the fire isout, 7 7

. ;

Attachment | |

(c Itr 9/l:to Mr. Downing w/att)

Bus.

OF Public Roads

Eup.oefarm, + Related Rees, 1455-54
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P. G. Box 196]
Juneau, Alaska

10-00 September 1, 1959

Me. Richard A. Downing, Commissioner
Depar‘tmantof Public works
Stete of Alaska
P. OG. Box 136i
dungau, Alaska

Beer Mr. Downing:

This will refer to our discussion of a controversy regardingthe filling of ditches ia the Big Bend area of the Richardson Hi gh-
way near Falrbanks by privete business firms and individuals. {+is our understanding that you will visit Fairbanks Shortly and
investigate the problem for Governor Eyan.

AS & result of a telegram received from Senator Grvueniag,and acting on verbal Information received from Governor Egan's office,
i personally investigated the complaints resulting from opening ofditches by Public Roads forces to provide the aecessary drainage.Mr. &. DO. Stewart, Chisf, Construction and Maintenance Section, aise
had an iavestigation made by Maintenance Engineer ¥. P. Cameron. His
memorandum of this date to mo on the subject is enclosed and providesconsiderable detail on just what eccurred,

Latere|! ditches are a part of a highway and are within the
right-of-way.of the highway. Anyone entering upon and fliliag a high-
way ditch without permit is actually in trespass. { fail to see whereindividuals in trespass are in a very poe position to complain of
normal highway malatenance operations.

AS indicated during our discussions, and @s covered by Mr.Stewart's report, the determination of where open difches are requiredand where the slope of the land is such that they are not required inSf urban aren is within the province of those responsible for highwaynei etorance,

Division Engineer 4H. W. Johansen acted within the scope of his
authority [a a reasonable manner and is fully supported in his actiosgs
by This office,

Yours very truly,
Wir
WUN

wm. J. Nica
Regional Engineer

WNiemi sis
Cor Mesh TRgPOR St tice -

20, Bur. o€Public Roadsee ;ee form, » Related Bees, 1455-54
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10-00

10-00.2

C0 Mather cs Ey panne

Mr. Wa. J, Niemi, Regional Engineer September 1, 1959
'

Juneau, Alaska

B.D. Stewart, Jr., ConstructionandMaintenance Engineer, Juneau, Alaska
Maintenance Ditching, FAP Route 62, Big Bend-South Cushman Street Area,Fairbanks Vicinity

Following receipt of complaints by the office of Governor
|

- Egan, an investigation has been made of the subject operation.Mr. W. P. Cameron, Chief, Force Account Construction and MaintenanceUnit, was in Fairbanks when the complaint was received and he was' Yequested to check into this matter and submit a telephoned report.
According to Mr. Cameron's report, and confirmed by laterconversation with Division Engineer H. W. Johansen, the Divisionmaintenance forces have been engaged in a normal and routine operation.Early in the summer work of removing drainage obstructions from theroadside ditches was begun at Mile Post 330, located 33 miles southof Fairbanks, and continued north toward Fairbanks. Obstructionsremoved included entrances to private driveways that had been con-structed without formal permit and which did not provide adequatedrainage. Included in the area in which this work has been completedwere several access roads to Eielson Air Force Base. All such workin this area was consummated without discord or argument on the part' o£ the property owners involved.

Early in August the maintenance supervisors decided that similarwork, necessary to provide adequate drainage in the Big Bend areaimmediately south and east of the Fairbanks city limits, should bescheduled next in order to accomplish the work before freeze~-up andbecause the problem was more acute there than in other as yet uncor-rected areas.

The Division Engineer reports that unauthorized filling of theroadside ditches had been observed in the Big Bend area early in thesummer and the parties concerned were at that time verbally notified .by the maintenance foreman that they -were in trespass and that theunauthorized ditch blocks would have to be removed. He was assuredby the property owners that they would apply for permits and constructthe approved driveways at a later date. One property owner did followthis procedure. This man has since complained to the Division Officethat he was being flooded because the other parties did not comply .
and their ditch blocks were causing the water to back up over his land.

Public Roads
&.“oo!

y
Bur OF w Balated Rees, 1465-64
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Memo to Mr. Niemi ~2- September 1, 1959

The Maintenance General Foreman again contacted the offending
property owners but received only non-committal assurances that
the required work would be performed. The State Police were then
requested to assist in securing removal of the obstructions. The
property owners were contacted by State Police patrolmen and were
given the same non-committal assurances. Finally, on August 14,
1959, the Division Engineer notified all trespassing property owners
in the area, by letter sent via certified mail, that maintenance
crews would begin the ditch cleaning operation on August 24, 1959,
and that costs incurred in removing the unauthorized obstructions
would be at the owners' expense. No corrective action was taken by
any of the offenders, therefore work was begun on August 25, 1959,

The charge that this action is arbitrary and capricious is
without foundation. The charge that property owners on South Cushman
Street are being given favorable treatment in that no similar work is
scheduled there is without foundation. The South Cushman Street
drainage is such that no roadside ditching is required. There is
uncontrolled access over the full width of each lot adjacent to South
Cushman; however, the indicated corrective action in this area is to
reconstruct the highwayasa street, with curbs,gutters and.sidewalks.
Authorized curbcutswill then. control the access.

Similar ditch cleaning work is in progress in both the Anchorage
and Juneau Divisiors as a normal maintenance function and has aroused
no undue criticism or argument such as occurred in this instance.

cc: Washington DC dam
Mr. Downing

G BO, Bue. of Public
Roads

eeD. Gea torr. + elated Rees, 1455-54
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Honorable Hrnest
ReveningUnited Stetes Sena

Washington 25, D. C, fF
i

Dear Senator Gruening:

This is in further reply to your recent telegram to Mr. WillianJ. Niewi, and supplements our letter to you dated September &,

We now heave the detailed written report referred to in that letter,advising us that no evidence of arbitrary or diseriminatory action onthe part of our field forces has been founds thet our Division Eugineerhas dealt in a patient and realistic manner with trespassers on the right-of-way of a public highway and it is now learned that the heat has
largely gone owt of the complaints made te you,

The woxk of removing drainage obstructions from the roadsideditehss was begun early in the summer at Mile Post 339, located 33 milessouth of Fairbanks ani was contimed north toward Fairbanks. No discordor argument on the part of the property owners was encountered untilearly August when similar work wes commented in the Big Bend avea. The
problem was more acute there than in other ag yet uncorrected areas, andit was desirous to complete the work before freeze-up time.

The complaining parties concerned were verbally notified early. inthe summer of the unawthorized filling of roadside ditches, Propertyowners assured our Division Engineer that they would apply for pexmitesand construct approved driveways at a later date. dne property ownerdid so, but non-compliance on the part of the others caused water to back
wp over his land.

Subsequently, both the Maintenance General Foreman and the Statepolice patrolnen were given assurances that the reguived work would be
performed. Finally, on August 14, the Division Engineer notified all
trespassing property oumers in the area, by certified matl, thet maintenancecrews would begin the ditch cleaning operation on August als and that costesincurred in removing the uneuthorized obstructions would be at the owners!expense. No corrective action was token by any of the offenders, thene-fore work was begun on August 25, as we have previously reported to you.

rere: Af
70
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the charge of dieoriainetion ig further anawered by tefomation
that the South Cushaan Stone drainage is such that no roadside itchingis Dequimet. However, in thie area the highway is to be xeconstructed
Se @ wtemet, with curbs, gubtere, seni sidwmlie, Access to the highwayWhi then be controlled by authoriveed eurt enxte.
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BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS
WASHINGTON, B.C,
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UNCLAS HAVE WIRE FROM SENATOR GRUENING AS FOLLOWS QUOTE THROUGH THEIR

ATTORNEY, GEORGE B. MCNBB, JR., SIX BUSINESSES LOCATED IMMEDIATELY

“SOUTHOF THE BID BEND ON SOUTH CUSHMAN STREET NEAR FAIRBANKS HAVE
-

PROTESTED TO ME ABOUT ALLEGED "SPOT" DITCHING OPERATIONS WHICH HAVE

MADE THEM INACESSIBLE TO VEHICLES. REPORT I HAVE RECEIVED SAYS NO

SIMILAR DITCHING IS IN PROGRESS AND NONE IS ANTICIPATED FROM THE
CITY LIMITS TO BIG BEND, MAKING ACTION APPEAR ARBITRARY AND CAPRICIOUS.

I HAVE EVEN HAD RTORTED TO ME A RUMOR THAT THE SIX AFFECTED BUSINESSES

HAVE PARTICULARLY BEEN SELECTED TO BE "MADE AN EXAMPLE OF". PLEASE
INVESTIGATIGATE AND REPORT ON SITUATION UNQUOTE. HAVE INVESTIGATED

PAGE TWO RUKPC 494 :

SITUATION AND ASCERTAINED WORK IN QUESTION IS CONTINUATION OF NORMAL
_

MAINTENANCE DITCH CLEANING OPERATION. COMPLAINANTS IN MOST INSTANCES

HAVE CONSTRUCTED UNLIMITED ACCESS TO HIGHWAY FOR FULL WIDTH OF THIER

BUSINESS LOTS’ WITHOUT PERMIT OR AUTHORIZATION AND WITH INADEQUATE

OR NO PROVISION FOR NORMAL HIGHWAY DRAINAGE. PARTIES NOTIFIED IN WRITING

BY CERTIFIED MAIL TEN DAYS IN ADVANCE THAT ADEQUATE DRAINAGE
o 20, B 1. 6€ Public Roads

. = unmREQUIREM BSD GenCore tolaed RECS,
55-54 D DATE OR MAINTENANCE CREWS WOULD

: PERFORM Bex
128 ENCE.
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~SouTH OFTHE BID BEND ON SOUTH CUSHMAN STREET NEAR FAIRBANKS HAVE

PROTESTED TO ME ABOUT ALLEGED “SPOT” DITCHING OPERATIONS WHICH HAVE

MADE THEM INACESSIBLE TO VEHICLES. REPORT I HAVE RECEIVED SAYS NO

SIMILAR DITCHING IS IN PROGRESS AND NONE IS ANTICIPATED FROM THE

CITY LIMITS TO BIG BEND, MAKING ACTION APPEAR ARBITRARY AND CAPRICIOUS.

I HAVE EVEN HAD RTORTED TO ME A RUMOR THAT THE SIX AFFECTED BUSINESSES

HAVE PARTICULARLY BEEN SELECTED TO BE "MADE AN EXAMPLE OF". PLEASE

INVESTIGATIGATE AND REPORT ON SITUATION UNQUOTE. HAVE INVESTIGATED

PAGE TWO RUKPC 494 :

SITUATION AND ASCERTAINED WORK IN QUESTIONIS CONTINUATION OF NORMAL

MAINTENANCE DITCH CLEANING OPERATION. COMPLAINANTS IN MOST INSTANCES

HAVE CONSTRUCTED UNLIMITED ACCESS TO HIGHWAY FOR FULL WIDTH OF THIER

BUSINESS LOTS WITHOUT PERMIT OR AUTHORIZATION AND WITH INADEQUATE

OR NO PROVISION FOR NORMAL HIGHWAY DRAINAGE. PARTIES NOTIFIED IN WRITING

BY CERTIFIED MAIL TEN DAYS IN ADVANCE THAT ADEQUATE DRAINAGE

REQUIREMENTS MUST BE MET BY SPECIFIED DATE OR MAINTENANCE CREWS WOULD

: PERFORM NECESSARY WORK AT OWNERS EXPENSE. COMPLAINANTS HAD NOT

COMPLIED PRIOR TO SPECIFIED DATE AND THE MAINTENANCE CREWS WENT TO WORK.

SIMILAR WORK IN PROGRESS IN ALL AREAS OF STATE UNDER STANDARD PROCEDURES

AND STATE DEPT OF PUBLIC WORKS APPROVES. REFERENCE STATEMENTS TO SENATOR

GRUENING NO WORK BEING CONTEMPLATED BETWEEN SOUGH CITY LIMITS AND BID

BEND WHICH MAKES PRESENT ACTIONS APPEAR EISCRIMINATORY. DRAINAGE PROBLEM

IS NOT THE SAME IN THAT AREA AND CULVERTS NOT REQUIRED. HOWEVER UNLIMITED

ACCESS IS TO BE CONTROLLED BY FUTURE GUARDRAIL INSTALLATION FLAUING

THESE BUSINESSES ON SAME FOOTING IN REGARD TO ENTRANCES AS THOSE WHO

MUST HAVE CULVERTS AND LIMITED INSTEAD OF INDISCRIMINATE ACCESS TO A _
PUBLIC HIGHWAY. REQUEST YOU FURNISH SENATOR THIS INFORMATION. HAVE

NOT ACKNOWLEDGED HIS WIRE. A DETAILED WRITTEN REPORT WILL FOLLOW

BI
.
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section
44.(b)

of
the

Alaska
G
unibus

Act,
w
ela

copy
of a

Lether
w
ritten

by
the

D
irectorof

the
Burean

of
the

Bodget
to

the
dJecrebary

of
G
om

nerce
under

date
of

Sente

dy

Clin
com

ing
the

stm
e
subject.

In
his

letter
to

the
Peesidext,

G
over

noe
iean

coqueste
that

the
Bureau

of
Public

Roads
be

poreiited
to

contiaue
to

perfora
various

services
“such

as,
but

not Lim
ited

to,
m
aintenanes

of
sual)airfields

and
w
inbenanes

or
consbrection

of
suoess

Potie
off

the
Pederal

Aid
iighw

ey
Systeu.it

in
ovdex

for
the

President
to

issue
;

Jate
authorigation

to
Public

H
oade

under
section

44(b)
of

the
Alaska

O
niibus

Act,
it

is
um

eseary
bo

specify
w
ith

particularity
the

services
to

be
per~

form
ed,

Tt
da

nok
necessary

to
deslenate

by
nam

e
or

Lecatdion
the

aivfields
and

access
reads

to
be

constructed
or

m
aintained,

but
Lb

is
necegaiey

te
carnfully

preseribe
the

Lim
ite

of
the

servicer
to

be
perform

enl by
Public

Reads.
‘The

norase
“ouch

ae
but

nob
Lindted

tot
is

aah
too

broad
to

porm
uit

the
President

to
issue

the
necesesry

authorizstion
to

Public
Reads

and
fe

pem
elt

Public
Roads

to
estab

iish
approprinte

provedures
and

adeiuistrative
contw

ale.
Th
is

xequested
that

you
contact

proper
State

officliais,
and

advise
us

as
tothe

seenific
services

the
G
overnordesires

to
be

perform
ed.

Ag
w
e
idivined

you
In

oor
m
of

Aurust 7,
1959,

the
proviadens of

section
4.06)

ere
m
ulffictently

bread
tepariper

foram
of

the
requested

services
upon

approval ef
the

President,
providal

the
servings

are
Lim

ited
ta

those
perforned

by
Public

Roads
peior

to
the

affeotive
date

of
the

Alaska
O
Q
m
ilbus

Ach.

Fervform
ines of

the
m
equested

aorvices
on

tha
basis

of
direct

w
ebubarsem

ent
Brom

the
Shabe,

m
athe

than
on

the
basieaf allocation

or
transitionalfunis

by
the

President,
is

porm
issitle,

since
tion

44(b)
m
akes

such
allocation

diseretionm
ry

w
ith

the
President.
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Bm

niareeient and we have askedHr. de C. Allen, sasistant
Ceindioner

for
Aininiebration, to Anok ante this aspect of theOe Ne

Ti with be howe

ae Saat
the Dinector

of
the Bureau of the Budget haswequested sululesionof fecommondations aul deafte of necessary decu-

monte. We are now working on this part of the problen, te theextent
‘that we en, pontine givice from you ae te the specifle services to
agt

ion, conser
We will. again confer with you before taking affimativeoon concerns the request of Governor Ryan

RiMay:fpe :

ec: Files (2) ft. ae
Messrs. T.Talidny, Arnstrong, Tarner, Alten, Wiities, Holmes,

Royster-"
General. dounsel (Dept)
Mr. Andrew Drance
Burean of Budget

Legis
My. Krevyor
My. Guandolo
Chron
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‘\ Gen Counsel -
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Mas. Ge Te iefieid

ahZD
opncacioilnle

SURMAUOF PUBLIC
ROADS

3.bimae

Bepbember 1959

: .

. &

. .

. . i j At, ost a. ‘y

#, &.

Performances of sarviees for State of Aleska
—

Ex regen’. to GovernerBeau's. request ot Auge 13 to the President,
pnd Me. Stans Letier of September 1, for the performumes of work such as
aaintenmees of airfields and seiutbenaee or construction of access roads

by the Bapsen of Foblic Roaie for Abasky on a vedmburasble basis, the
eelgtiag nceaunbing procedures of Pablic Roadie are adequate for the recor
dation aud corbeol of quick.activities.

- Aeveet aac. think & contract. between the Burnes edt Pubic Roads amd the
State of Alaska warld nck be necsessury in addinios toe the President's reply
to the Governor, the procedure would be as fokLows:

1. Upon therequest of the Stabe to Public Reade for perfomting

o,

seechwie work the Bareda of Public Roads would eubeltan
estinahe of the dost. thereof to the State for thelr con-

ae god aparoval.
Projects Bo approved RLIL be Dinenced fram the trust fumd

established with State contetbubed funds, Aporopristion 138050.
An @liotnent wit be esteblished by the Waabiagton office based

uponestimated recekpha as reporbed by tie Region. Subsidiary
"

ReeguBbs ne netasaery hoe reoord and report carts to the Siete
WEE he aolatained.

oe Segulred.

3. The expemtituees mate hy the Burgas will ‘be seported at Leases

ronthiyte ihe foverncr in the sane miner and as a pork of the
wepork on provided in the Juhy 1, 1959, contract bebween Public
Rosmis and the Giate of Alaske.

4k,
| Retwbursement of 100 percent of the axpendituves will be accom

plished in the same. wamnor ond as a pert of the rephenishaas
of the fund es

mrovided
in the above mentioned contract.

. oteres
EFALLen/amy (9-18-59) SP BOCRTS me
ee: MMe. 6. B. Fincher ifre SEGwe feme

Mrs. M. NicholsonW°
EFRRLEgag

Mr. R. 5. Olmert ‘ a Bee 1:Cy 149
Mey. E. F. Allen Neu,Chron. File SSL cous

RG BO, Bue. OF‘Pabbe
Roads

gE. aD, GEA CEM.
“

Bow OS
ited ROOK, 1455-54
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BUREAD OF FUNLIG Roans

Mr. wn. 3. Whom : augue 7, L9gg
Regions! inyineer, jana, Aleowha.

‘G, W.EnBiella, General Cowowns!
|

262 Washington, 2 -f, .
ee R, h. May, dre

Services¢othe State of
$Alzeka

With his weworandam of duly 21, 1983, He. hae, Wextern
Goommel, haw transui tied ‘our mer
above subject,

|

; andi tohin of duly is on the

You have inguived
«ae to the euthority of the Buren.Roads to perform certain airfield satay worl: and other ofservices prevleubiy performed in fasta, bab Biiich count be cenideradae related ie

6 daghear
functions. th

3 debe on
he dD, ui Ga} ee. Wie

fetletentay broad te permis @vequeshby theThat the Byres of Public Roads
he Soryiens under shat Sacbion, such as the maintenance of air.

leds or ether services vhich the Borean gerloruad, o¢ hed aubhoritywe PePLOL ly Ber b¢ shaciment of the Alaska centbus ast,

qaeke 8 8P Pipsten he She

au
hae pointed out, t% would seen that the

Governont 4 ‘eeeneyerey % wires ae a! maakt | ye) a pata Bite ng Sl,
ehecate dh ne

ee *
; ‘ “© MAM

7S
EPA RELLY DOVES ohe

BURVLGCHSTe eta ndAUS) GONG eau Gr Lhe
& for suchservices maybor an hemsdled 4gn. eyirt herHRW ARE RA

Rerprt we dias aVA Gece RIE ds
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apeCHfice of the Covernor
Juneati, Alaska

Anguat 13, 1959

The President
The White House
washington 25, De Ce

My dear Mr. Presidents

Section 44(b) of the Alaska Oumibus Act states, in part,"The Governor of Alaska may submit to the President a request that
a Faderal agency continue to provide services or facilities in Alaska
for an interim period, pending the provision of such services orfacilities by the State of Alaska."

The Bureau of Public Roads has, prior to July 1, 1959,
performed various services for the Territory and the State of Alaska
such as, but not limited to, maintenanee of small airfields and
maintenance or construction of access roads off the Federal Aid
Highway System, The State wishes to request that Publie Roads be
permitted to continue such services with its ow facilities, by
contract, or with other facilities under its custody and control.

Section 44(b) provides that the President may allocate such
funds as may be necessary for these services, and that funds go allocates
are to be deducted from the grant funds provided by the Alaska Omnibus
Acts The State does not wish to take advantage of this provision,but proposes that Public Roads be permitted to perform services on the
basis of direct reimbursement from the State.

The period for furnishing miscellaneous services would
continue as long as the Bureau of Public Roads retains custody, as
operating agent for the State, of the equipment and facilities grantedthe State by the Alaska Omnibus Act, but in any evont not after June 30,
196l6

An emergency now exlats due to termination of extra services
on June 30, 1959, so your early and favorable consideration of this
request will be deeply appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

villian Ae Egan
Governor

ecs Re Ao Downing, Commissioner of Public works
se Je Niemi, Regional Engineer, Bureau of Public RoadsV

f

40, Bur. OF Public Reads
oD ; Gen form, vielated Rees, 1455-54
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{ANDARD FORM NO, 64

BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS

Office Memorandum
* UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

te

TO} My. 6." W. Enfield, General Counsel _ DATE: August 17, 1959
6.000. Washington, D: C.

:
t

FROM =: Wm. J. Niemi, Regional Engineer ny!10-00 Juneau, Alaska

SUBJECT: Services to the State of Alaska

‘Your memorandum of August 7, 1959, on the above subject reached
this office. August 13, This pertains to the performance of certain
airfield maintenance |

work.
and other

types
of services for the State of

Alaska by Region 10.

This office had already requested the Governor to seek authority
under Section 44 (b) of the Alaska Omnibus Act for such service. A copy‘of the Governor! s letter to the President is attached. The third para.
graph of that ‘letter: requests that allocation of funds to Public Roads
not be made, but that the State would reimburse Public Roads directly‘for such services. The

trust fund would not be involved.

Since the Governor! s letter on this subject has gone forward, we
will take no further’ action other than to pass this information on to you,
Undoubtedly the; Governor's request will'be referred to Commerce and will
receive your review.
Attachment
Memorandumto the President dated 8/13/59

a Bae.et Public Roads

ep" Gen tort. wv Rilated Rees, 1455-54
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he BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS

Menvorandiin
* UNITED STATES ¢j OVERNMENT

t

:

~~, TO > Mr.Harry & Conn igham
-‘~ Western Counsel ;

DATE July 16, 1959

San Franc itsco 3, California . '

10-00, veh
FROM | ie, Jy Niemi, Regi énal Engineer,

” Juneau, Alaska WM
SUBJECT: Services toState ot Aleska

> t

A pect Lem hos arisen in relation to the.performance of services
for the State of Adaska by the Bureau of Public Roads, Region 10.

Gecausa of. restrictions imposed by enactment of the Alaska Omnibus

Act, it hag Been determined that the Bureau would no fonger be so
situated as. to sce omnpiish certein services which

had heretofore been
performed for Alaska.

4

OF port ioutar soncerh is The maintenance of airtields which
Bre AoW unlet +hecustody of the State of Alaska. Maintenance of aire.
tields is ant itam which cannot be considered within the purview of the
yeovistons wh Titts 22 U,3,0, See. 208. {in connsetion with this, we

fae anticipated dusing our discussions at Billings fast month the’ possi~--
vibidty of partornance of the airfield maintenance upon request of the
codorat Aviion Agency under the provisions ot Titie 21 U.S 2G. Sec, 686,
Sewamiss forsa” Downing of the Alaska Department of Public Works, has
advised us‘ that the federal Aviation Agency states that inasmuch as it)
has no jurjediosricn over the greater portion of the airfie tds in Alaska
pe would py sanab la +o request maintenance services for such airfields,

The ators bas ragquested of us such services as indicated above
oS webb aap other fypws of services heretotore performed by the Bureau,
‘These other ‘typag of services simifarly cannot be considered as reletad
to highway: functions Thereby precluding

Bureau per formance under
the

provisions! of Title 23.U,5,C, Sec, 308, ‘

You! are awore of course, that as a result of enactment of
.

Eesb bie Law,
B6-70

approved June 25, (959 (the Alaska Omnibus Act) the
bureau of hob lie Roads transferred real and:personal property in Alaské
toa the Ste + of Alaska, and contracted with the Stata fe continue the

performance of highway maimrbenance and construction functions, Under
this contrug tual arrangement, property transferred as above noted, 1s

the gustody of the Bureau of Public Roads, Region 10,

wre it bh’ probable that there are no legis lativeprovisicns
dda) Geweeti wih wien PP gutep tee bead Ph MP

wATPaee
pach cre carpitidsody + oar
Moa

es
ms

RE
Bewee ey

4 edegySee

ney . : Pb AL 237
kd

wehe

t a tha Alai@kea Genibus Act, ond ittthe “absence of specitic
;
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