k & 30, Bus. oF Public M.s
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August 27 1089

Hurorable James B, )Mwm@y
United States Senate
Wachingten 25, D, &,

Dear Senator Murray

This is to thank you for your letter of August 19, enclosing
a letter written to you by Mz, &, 0. Sowerwine under date of August 13,
1959, concerning bmprevement of the Alasks Highway.

We fully enderstand Me, Sowerwine's desire for early
bmprovement of the Bighway, A number of considerations are in-
valved, howsver, axd I was glad {o see the comunent fu Mp, Sower.
wine's letter thei the Moniena State Plasning Beard appreciates why
the Depuriment of Jummeres feels improvement of the Alaska High-
way should awalt recommendations of the Alaska International Rail
and Mighway Commissicn.

Une of the major complicating factors, of course, is the
fact that the grester part of the highway lies within the boundaries
of the Dominion of Carnda, and any improvement of that part of the
Wiphway would depend upon the consent and cooperation of the Canadian
Government, & is my understanding that the Capadian Soveroment
is not inclined to enter into a cost-sharing syrecment such as  en-
visioned by 8. 185 without careful study and extensive consultation,
in this coonection, you moy be interested in the material placed in
the Congressional Reecord for June 10, 1959, at page 9389, by
Senater Neuberger,

The study avd investigation being conducted by the Alaska
International Rail snd Highway Commission will provide valuable datas
and information in coonection with this matier, In the meantime, it
is believed that the Alaska Highwey is fairly adequate for the types

0. Bus, o Public Roads
é‘agﬁ)‘;@; Tore, « ielated Roes, 1955-59

Box {28
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and volume of traffic now using it,

although motorists are subjected
to some inconvenience,

particularly dust during periods of dry weather.

it should alge be borne in mind that the Alasks Highway
beging at Dawson Greek, British Columbia, and 8. 1125 provides for
improvement of the highway only from that point to Fairbankas, Alaska,
with a connection to Haines, Alaska. Parts of the highway from
Edmonton, Alberta, to Dawson Creek, a distance of 381 miles, are
in need of Improvement, Until these parts are improved, it is
questionable, in my mind, whether improvement of the Alaska High-
way would generate much additional traffic,

! appreciate your interest in this matter, and wish to thank
you again for bringing Mr. Sowerwine's letter to my attestion.

Sincerely yours,

FREDERICK ¥, MUBLLER

. \95 Secyetary of Commerce
O éw_ p

RLMay, PubRds/RIDSHls /mm
8/25/59 B

cc: Signer V!
UST Allen
General Counsel Dodds V'/ P

Mr. Enfield, Public Roads '

Secy. Corres. - Control #44912

i P S"‘tgﬁ:ﬁ; i
e L {.""‘33{’?& Fgeeas
ARAPEEAL S

Agmmst 27 1959

- ;
Bt oo

2 _oCPublic Roads
é“"ﬂ'{ﬁfg‘? g;f forr, +ielated Rees, 1455-59
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DRAFT
RIMay/ifp
8=-25-59

Honorable Jémes Eo Murray
United States Senate
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Senator Murrays

This is to fhank you for your letter of August 19, enclosing
a letter written to you by Mr. E. O, Sowerwine under date of
Aﬁgust 13, 1959, cbncerning improvement of the Alaska Hiéhway.

We fully understand Mr. Sowerwine's desire for early improve=-
ment of the%highw@y. A number of considerations are involved,
however, an@fIkwaskglad to see the comment in Mr. Sowerwine'!s letter’
that the Mpﬁtana State Plamning Board appreciates why the Départment
of Gommerceéﬁeels improvement of the Alaska Highway should await
recommendatﬁéns of the Alaska International Rail and Highway
Commissioné

Onefbf the major complicating factors, of course, is the fact
that the gfeater part of the highway lies within the boundaries of
the Dominiqn of Canada, and any improvement of that part of the high~

way would depend‘upon the consent and cooperation of the Canadian

Govermment. It is my understanding the the Canadian Govermnment is
not inclinéd to enter into a cost-sharing agreement such as envisioned
by S. 1125 without careful study and exiensive<conspltation. In this
conneotion; you may be interested in the material placed in the

Congressional Record for June 10, 1959; at page 9389, by Senator Neuberger.

o, Bur. oCPublic Roads :
éefn ; Geaﬁ Corp. +Related Rees, 1455-54
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The study and investigation being conducted by the Alaska
Internatioﬁél Rail ! and Highway Commission will provide valuable
data and iﬁfénmation in‘connection'with this matter. In the mean-
time, it ié%believad that the Alaska Highway is fairly adequate

for the typéa and volume of traffic now using it; although motorists

are subjecﬁéd to seme inconvenience, particularly dust during periods

of dry weathér.

It Shéuld also be borne in mind that the Alaska Highway
begins at D@ﬁson C?eek, British Columbia, and S. 1125 provides for
improvemenﬁééf thezhighway only from that point to Fairbanks,

 Alaska, withfa commection to Haines, Alaska. Parts of the highway
from,Eﬂmontéﬁ, Alberta, to Dawson Creek, a distance of 381 miles, are
in need of iﬁprovement. Until these parts are improved, it is ques—
tionable, in’my mind, whether improvement of the Alaska Highway would
generate mu:h additional traffic.

I apﬁreciate your interest in this matter, and wish to thank

you again for bring Mr. Sowsrwine's letter to my attention.

- Sincerely yours,

Secretary of Commerce

| R6 30, Bur. oF Public Roals
éi& )' G;ﬂ Cort, +Related Recs, 1455-59
Box 1128
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COMMITTEE ON
OR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS

gust 19, 1959

f Commerce will find informative
2d from E., O, Sowerwine, Jr.,
Board, in which he points out
sition on S, 1125 that improve-
r only land access to Alaska,
laska International Rail and

ort on June 1, 1961,

Sincerely yours,

JAMES E. MURRAY
U, S. S,

0, Bur. oF Public Roads :
ga&% ; @é‘n Corr, + Related Rees, 1455-59
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HENRY DWORSHAK, IDAHO '’
‘THOMAS H.'KUCHEL, CALIF.
BARRY GOLDWATER, ARIZ.
GORDON ALLOTT, COLO.

/ NEV. 2 ;
i cous, T B A, o WVlnifed Diates Denale

HURCH, IDAHO

GRUENING, ALASKA
. E. MOSS; UTAH COMMITTEE ON

INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS
RICHARD L. CALLAGHAN, STAFF DIRECTOR

August 19, 1959

Honorable Frederick H. Mueller
Secretary

Department of Commerce
Washington 25, D, G,

Déar Mz, Mueller:

I believe the Department of Commerce will find informative
the enclosed letter I have just received from E. O. Sowerwine, Jr. s
Director of the Montana State Planning Board, in which he points out
in commenting on the Department's position on S, 1125 that improve-
ment of the present highway, being our only land access to Alaska,
should not be delayed until after the Alaska International Rail and
Highway Commission has made its report on June 1, 1961.

Sincerely yours,

JAMES E, MURRAY
U, S. S,

RG 90, Bur. oF Public Roads }
é.eég?g;’ff&m +Relnted Rees, 1455-54
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BOARD .
J.HUGO ARONSON, GOVERNOR C.H, RAYMOND. HAMILTON
D. P. FABRICK, CHOTEAU HENRY J. SAWTELL, NILES ciTy

MONTANA STATE PLANNING BOARD s, s R Hin

. L ADVISORY COUNCIL
Sam W. Mitchell Building, Helena, Montana

R. C. SETTERSTROM. BUTTE F. C. HEDGER, GREAT FALLS
: : CHAIRMAN AL J. MOSBY, MISSOULA
. | WM. J. BOWMAN, BILLINGS R.'R. RENNE, BOZEMAN
August 13, 195 9 JOHN M. CROSS, GLENDIVE H. K. SHEARER, MISsoULA
5 JAMES J. FLAHERTY, WM. B. SWEETLAND, KALISPELL
GREAT FALLS JAMES S. UMBER, HELENA
B. P..HALEY, HAVRE T. S.. VEAZEY, JR.., BUTTE
KBERRYXFX ROYS. XOHREGHORY

E, 0. Sowerwine, Jr., Director

The Honorablevqames E‘ Murray
The United States Senate
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Senator Murray: : >

L \
Thank you for the Thermofax copy of Frederick H, Mueller's L
letter of August 3, 1959, to the Committee on Public Works 5

referring to S, 1125 for the improvement of the Alaska
Highway, o

We appreciate why the Department of Commerce feels that
the improvement of the Alaska Highway should await
recommendations by the Alaska International Raijl and
Highway Commission, However, the final report of said
committee is not due until June 1, 1961, We feel that
improvement of the present highway, being our only land
access to Alaska, should not be delayed that long. As
Montana is directly affected by the use or nonuse of the
Present highway, and since the amount of its use in the
immediate future will undoubtedly have a bearing on the
recommended location for additional land communication
facilities, we feel that no time should be lost or
facilities delayed which might decrease this use. We
believe that the economy of Montana will be ajded by any
improvement which will encourage the use of the present

highway.
Sincerely yours,
E. 0, Sowerwine, J\.
Director

EOS:lm

cc:  Sen, Mike Mansfield
Rep. LeRoy H. Anderson
Rep. Lee Metcalf

‘THE‘..OBJECTIVE OF -THE: STATE  PLANNING BOARD
1S TO FURTHER THE DEVELOPMENT. OF MONTANA FOR
THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL ADVANCEMENT OF THE
PEOPLE OF THE STATE. .

oCPublic Roads -
éi%%’ gé?fa ri. + Related Rees, 1456-54
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5& T é g b T b 16~—66711~1 . ' GrO

AUGUST 11, 1959

WILLIAM J. NIEMI
PUBLIC ROADS

| JUNEAU, ATASKA

~

WE HAVE IN FILES CORRESPONDENCE FROM ARMY ENGINEERS GONCERNING
PRQPOSED TRANSFUR APPROXIMATELY FIVE MILE PORTION HATNES~FATRBANKS
PRODUCTS PIPELING ACGESS ROAD. APPARENTLY ORIGINAL INTENT WAS
TRANSFER. 70 PUBLIC ROADS. TN VIEW ALASKA STATEHOOD, IS IT NOW
DESIRED TO EFITC'I‘ TRANSFER, WITHOUT RETMBURSEMENT UNDER RITHER -

23 USC 317 OR ARMY TRANSFER AUTHORTTY 10 USC 2668 DIRECT TO STATE?"
ON RECEIPT REPLY, WE WILL ADVISE ARMY.

V\»\&._
ENFIELD BY KiEVOR
HHKrevorsif ; : e
cc: Mr., Enfield = J /. J
Chron ‘ > let O -
Mr. Niemi, con thon -
Lands

PF HHK
Files (2) v

':?‘f} /‘.@QP&!""C Kbaﬁ'j
éi;, ;ggj, Parr, + Refated foes, 1455-54
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64

BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROAD' WM

Oﬁice Memowmd%m ¢« UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

™ : Mr, C., W. Emfield, General Counsel DATE: August 7, 1959
FROM : Arthur D. Goldstein.. [C(j%llf Mkt&//

26-21

N

SUBJECT: Conveyance to Alaska Pursuant to Alaska Omnibus Act

I should like to report on this subject as follows:

1. Regional Engineer advised by memorandum of July 9, 1959,
that the listing of the road from Craig to Klawak—-FAS 92/ was in-
advertently omitted from the road system described in Schedule 4,
Highways, part of Quitclaim Deed to State of Alaska. A supplementary
deed to include such road will eventually be required.

2. Regional Engineer also advised by same memorandum that
Route FAS-991 had been incorrectly described by reference to '"Chilkat"
River instead of to "Chilkoot" River. By memorandum of July 9, Regional
Fngineer advised that there are both Chilkat and Chilkoot rivers in

close geographic proximity. This must be taken care of by corrected
deed.

3. Notice re conveyance of property to Alaska appeared in the
issue of Federal Register of July 25. TFrom that date through August 7,
no issue of the Federal Register has contained a notice by any Federal
agency of a need for property transferred to Alaska.

& 20, Bus, 0¥ Public foads
é LD g(}gngwh w ioletod foes, 1955-54
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mw of & memarsndun W&ﬁw , 28, 1 58‘ mmng |
ding scale rates now mﬁﬂ%ﬁa Retes for Als
o ma:m@m» o

 The rate stated for Alasks is bused on fxf m x«mmy
mishad by b8 bepactment of *”'m ’fi.?‘]ﬂ."*«% *Aziﬁ 4

2, of Public Reads
5{‘@,3; Eé:igwfw v b lated Boes, 1455-59
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| BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS u?z»{ia.gz/f;a,&

¥r, W, J, Blemi, Regional @ngineser ~ August 3, 1959
Juneau, Alaska v
Attention: ¥r, M, Bales
¥, H. O'Tonoghue, Chief,
262  Property and Services Branch

Transfer of Property under the Alaska Omnibus Act

Since all resal property not nesded for the Bureau's new opera-
tlon in Alaska was transferred te the State of Alaska on June 30,
1959, the Bureau's report to (G54 on owned real property musbt docu~
ment all transfers of property. On reviewing your schedules on the
real property transferred to the State of Alaska a guestion has arisen
regarding the MeKinley Park Depot, Our records based on your previe-
ous reporbs indicate that this facility consisted of a building con-
taining 1,800 square feet with an scquisition cost of $6,000. Your
report on ‘bhﬁ‘ transfer of real properiy to Alasks earmed this facili-
ty under Schedule G, Unimproved Heal Property, did not include any
reference Lo the mming. Please explain the disposition of the
building.

The House Commitiee on Government Operations has asked for a
report of estimated present-day evaluation of acreage, owned by the
Department of Commerce, which is presently listed at "no value" or
recorded at $1 for accounting purposes, fThe Commitbee desires the
following information for each holding: Locationy Acres; Estimated
Evalustion; Present General Ledger Value: and Princ:ir)a}. Use of Instal-
Jation. This report should not include:r acreage on permit from
another Federal sgency; acreage withdrawn from Public Domain as this
information is furnished in a separate report to the Commitiee; and
acresge reported at "no walue® or gero on the current 1166 but which
is cavrried in the General Ledger Account at the original acquisition
cost of less than $500,

After reviewing your reports of the Bureau-owned real property
being retained in Alaska, it appears that the following installations
meet the criterda Kn.sted in the preceding paragraph: Fairbanks Apart-
mepts - 0,5 acres; Ketchilkan Depot - 0. acres; Petersburg Depot - 1,13
acresy 3ilvertip -~ 20,0 acres, AL the Time of the transfer of real
property to Alaska you were not sure of the method of acquiring the
h.5 acres at Mile 12,3, Junesu., This facility may have to be included
in the report., Please report on any other retained facilities you
believe qualify under the criteria described in the preceding paragraph.

I would appreciate hearing from you by August 1l

cc: Files Reader File Mr. W, H. O'Donoghue
WHO ' Donoghue: cce

oy n0
2\}‘ L-;’ s 3

& e *-v B u*‘é' P&é"f}fsc ﬁ&{lé;}i‘
g {2-;21} @fmun Sietated fgoes, 1455-59
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by SFR to the Btate of Alesks of certain property

m Under Becretery for Transportation July 82, 1950
The Btaf? Director (st %{QW“
Your wmemo of Jixl;;r i, mﬁsaﬂ to General Counsel, mam%ias ’sa ne

Tor filing 10 ibe regarding “Transfer of P
of m‘ma FRonds mwim m the ﬁmta az' Alasln, o

ALY of -m &emmw mm have ‘wan received.

¥hile these are m clagaified &mnta, thay mmsm $he diventing
ntevests of BFR which weve

uged by thay sgency wmma ‘cmtm Me‘hiwm Consequently, since they

ﬁm %ﬂ} cr;:,.;,g q"q»-';‘ & f .‘

 they mmga #iled in our lockesate

Mw‘ﬁn*m‘& ‘?fa@jﬁg
Signer

m»‘ m

M. Nash

m. mezm

dc Rosde A&nimmw
Enfielﬁ, BPR '

0, Bu. of Public Roads
éﬁﬁn ge‘fn Corr, « teinted Rocs, 1455-549
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BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS Vi \1)

i

R

Mr., We Jo Niemi, Regional Ingineer Jnlylﬁ, 1959

CW o ild“ : ADMINISTRATIVELY RESTRICTED
- C. We Enfield, Gemeral C unse
%32 B (sigued) Joseor ST

. Joseph Guandolo, Assistant Genersl Counsel

Alleged PFraud against the Government, Haines, Alsska

The attached copy of a report made to Mr. Woolsey dated
April 23, 1959, should give you the background on the above-
mentioned matter. Wr, Woolsey has agreed with the recommen~
dation in the last paragraph of the April 23, 1959, memorandum
and accordingly this memorandum is for the purpose of advising
you of the situation and requesting advice as to whether thers
: radis eement- between the city and Public Roads for
truction and, secondly, whether the agresment could

Searceyts services as water conmissioner on an hourly

Your attention to this mabter is respectfully requested

and we will appreciate hearing frem you as soon s possibie.

Attachment

. é/l __GFMeInerny stwh ;
e — : - //

cecy  Mr., WooEZLSey ¥/
Mr. Alexander
A Mr. Enfield (Alaska file)

G 30, Bus. of Public foals ‘\ .
§. 5;& ; Gea {aer, + dilated Rees, 1455-54
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Ra 20, Bus. W?wém »‘?M&;.‘,s
E.6D, fo Coee, o Uitatnd fees, 1456-24
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SURKAU OF PUBLIC ROADS

{~d..

Mr. W. J. Niemi, Reglonal Bnglneer July 14, 1959
) Juneau, Alaska | ey

10=00

Paul ¥, ﬁ@ystzr,:&sa&$%anﬁ Commissionor
Waghington 25, D, O, Preom
~ Pau! F. Toyster

Data Requested by Senator Gruening :

23-10

Refersnce ls made to your memorandum of July 7,
furnighing nighway mileage and other statistical data
for Alaska. A copy of your report, as submitted, was
furnished lmmediately to Senator Gruesing, in order to
gablsfy his urgent nesds, 1t was agreed that a yveview
would be made in this officse of the complete report
and dlscrepancles, if any, would be explained in a |
subsequent lettsy, k

Important Ifrom our view polnt at thils time is the
data furnlshed on the route totals of Secondary and Primary
mileage of unconstructed roads, reported on pages 10 and
1l. Ws are unsble to correlate these toisls with your
summary presented on page one. Please sxplaln, also,
why "unnecossary mlleages" were reported, inasmuch, as
they did not appear relevant to thils report.

Under the presaing cireumstances of the originsl
request, 1t 1ls urged that an lmmedlate reply be forwarded
on the guestloned items so &s to faeilitate an early
Tollowup letiter to ths Senator,

4§gjﬁ§§£ﬁi? |
*“ INHansen/tb . |
ccs Files (2} A
Federal Hwy., Projs. Div.,
Mr, Royster - Room 814 1

Y

0, Bur. 0F Public foads :
\é@&% ;' Géj"' Corr, « Retated Rees, 1455-59

Bowx 128

SBALRIY TeUONEN aU) o SBUID|OH PaIISSBIDeC / PALISSEIUN au) WoJ) paonpolday




& 20, Bus. o€ Public Roads
é. &:153‘ ; G;w foce, + Wetnted Rees, 1455-59

Box 128

oMol [RUONEN aU) Jo SBUIPIO}] paliSSe[oa(] / paijissejouN au) Wolj paonpoidey




CONVETANOE OF PROPERTY TO ALASKA FURSUANT T0 SEITION 21
oF THE ACT APPROVED JUNE 25, 1959 (73 8TAT. 1)

Pursuant to the suthorily umm in sectim Ql_at the aot
approved by the President Jume 25, 1959 (73 Stat. JAl), the Secre-
tary of Commeres by quitclaim desd on June 30, 1959, transferred
4o the State of Alasks all rights, title and int&roft of th/a
Department, of Commares in all real proporties owned, held, admin~
istered, or used by the Secretary of Conmerce in emetim with
the activities ef the Bureau of Publie Hoads in mm, mepﬁ gush
real pmwbius as the Secretary has determined are needed for the
operations, activitlss, and funetions of the Bursan of Public Hosds
in Alaska after sueh trensfer. This trensfer was subject to the
condition that if the Secretary of Commerce or the head of any
other Fe&w&l’&g@my determines and publishes notice thereof in w
the Federsl Register within 120 deys next following June 30, 1959,
that all or any part of these premises or any interests therein
are nesded for eomtinuad retention in FPaderel mrship for pure
poses obher than or in addition to routi purposes, the Sesretary
of Commerce may exber and %@rmhmm the estate quitelaimed in
those mrhimw of the premises pwwmﬁng which sald determinatlons

. are made, by notifying the Governor of the State of Alasks of suoh
termination by registersd Mtﬁsw or lotters wailed by June 30,
1560, The State of Aluske hus agcopbed the w&emy transiarred
without waiving smy rights it mgm. sthorwiee have Ho refar any
dispute to the (laims Comnission anthorised by sestion 46 of the
aforesaid agk mppwm June 25, 1959.

RG 30, But. ol Public Roads
&, &,ln @en faer, » Betnted Recs, 1455-59
Bax 5! ;
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In order to give Federal agencies an oppertunity to determine
whether any of the real proparty so Wumad is nesded for
continued retemtion in Federal mrak;ip for purposes other than
or in additien to road purposes, the following prossdure will be
useds '

(a) Any Pederal sgeney which determings that any oi’ such
real property is needed for centinusd rolention in Pedersl oWnoer-
ahip shall publish nmtiw of such

ation in the Pedsral
Rogister within 60 days from the date of this publication,

(b) Such notice shall sst forth & determinaticn that there
is either a fim requirement or a tentative requirement for reten-
tion of the properties concerned.

(¢} If the notice sets forth a tentative requirement, the
agency converned shall e;wbex'mma whether a fim requirement for
the property Mam and, 4f s0, shall publish notics of such
determination within 30 days after publication of netice of the
tentative requirement,

{d) It will be considered that none of the lands or inter
ests in lende so transferred are needed fopr retention in Focieml
cupership for purppsss other than or in addition to road purposes,
wilase & notice or notices with respoct thereto are publighed in
the Federal Register as provided in paragraphs (a), (b) and (n)

herain,
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() After notice has been published in the Pederal Register
that a firm requirement exists for the retention in Federal cwmer-
ehip of any real property transferred as sbove described, the
Pederal sgency concerned shall, within 120 days after publicaticn
of such notice, pubmit a formal request to the Secretary of Come
merce for the Jseretary to enter and tomimte the estats gquit~
claimed to the State of Alaska to the extent of the agency's
mqu%m Failure of a Federal agéncy to make such formal request
%o the Secretayy of Commerce will be deemed a m&w of any right
to have the property retained. |

| Real property retained in Federal ownership as provided here-
in which is not needed or required for any purpose by the Departe
ment of Commerse shall be reported as axcess by the Secretavy of
Commerece to the General Services Administration, in ascordance
with applicable regulations and procedurses, and the Gensral
Services Administration will be advised of the dot&r&nﬁn&tﬁmv of
the Federal agencies.

A detailed 1list of imdividual 'pma‘:a.a of land which have baen
transferred to the State of Alasks pursuant to sesetion 21 g;x the
net approved by the President June 25, 1959 {73 Stat, 141}, is
on file for inspsction ab the ;offiaw of the Bursau of Public
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E@&d&, Eh 3& mwmt Qﬁf W@ﬁ" 3@?17’ R 3‘&'&’6@1&, XO Hi.
Washington, D, Goy Room 865, and at the mgiml Offive, Bm*om

of Public Roads, U, S, Department of Conmoree, Federal Building,
Jﬂﬁ@aﬁ., Alaska,

Reoommended ;

Fedeval ighway Administrator
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