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- supyecr: Transfer of “cad Maintenance Responsibility - Kenat National Moose Rang

Question arises as to whether it is permissible to officially request
the Alaska Road Commission, Department of the Interior, to tale over recrea-
tional access roads on the Kenai Moose “ange aud maintain them as part of
the public highway system. You will recall that the two roads into Skilak
Lake and one into “tidden Lake from the Sterling “ighway were and are being,
built by ARC under FWS financing. ‘The road agency is willing to accept this
total of 35 miles in its routine maintenance responsibilities, but formal
request from the Service is necessary to support the additional mileage
ANCts budget request.

Refuge Supervisor Spencer (see memo dated January 21 attached) and

_ this office concur in wishing to be relieved of the trouble, effort and ex-
pense of road upkeep ard repair, a function foreign to primary refuge activity.
It will still be necessary for the Service to take care of the campground
areas themselves, but that will not be near the problem of keeping the roads
in good condition. lfowever, some loss of control over refuge use may be
inherent in a transfer of custody of this kindsso Central Office blessing
is requested before proceeding further. It should be noted that Spencer has
excellent local relations with ARC, as do we here with their headquarters
in Juneaus so some special concession may be negotiated if deemed advisable.

E Anticipating further, ARC reconmends that in any future road~building
‘ deals such as the Skilak and Hidden Lakes jobs we start out from the beginning

construction on the premise that the road is ARC's and that FWS finances
a “contributer'. Subsequent maintenance follows automatically. This is

the usual procedure where public roads are built with other than specifically
appropriated funds.

CLARENCE J. RHODE
‘Attachment Regional Directer
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Regional Director, FWwS, Juneau, Alaska January 21, 1955

Refuge Supervisor, FWS, Kenai, Alaska

Maintenance of campground access roads, be
Reference is made to Mr. Elkin's memo of January 12, 1955, abovesubject,

It is our suggestion that a formal request be made to the AlaskaRoad Commission to maintain the two Skilak Lake and the Hidden Lake accessroads, Our present equipment is adequate for work in the campgrounds areasbut not for upkeep of the 34 miles of road leading to them. Grading, diteh-ing, graveling when needed and an occasional culvert repair or installationare jobs we could not accomplish with the D-4 tractor economically. Itwould be necessary for us to hire the Alaska Road Commission to do the work,Cost of the maintenance either by hiring or by using our om personnel andequipment would cause quite a drain on our funds unless compensated for infuture allotments, .

Satisfactory working arrangements can probably be set up between this”office and the local Alaska Road Commission foreman so that maxinusz controlof the areas would be retained by the Service if the Central Office so desires.

David L. Spencer
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The Directo: FEB 1 8 1955

Kenai National Mooes Range - Road uaintenanese responsibility
Referenceis made to ir. Baltso's momorendvaof February 3

Felating to the maintenance of roads within the Xensi National
Range.

i

sidered to be a vart of the public highmy syeten as dLetinguished

Sere ee
tee aT ily for refuge manegewmspurposes. In the they should be mein ty the

agenay responsible for public hirhways in the lecality, whiehinthis instance would be the Alaska Road Cemsteeion.
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