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4 DEPARTMENT, OF THE INTERIOR
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

CHICAGO., ILLINOIS

September 4, 1943.

 MEMORANDUM for the Assistant Secretary.

Attached hereto are revised supplemental estimates covering sur-~
veys, investigations, detailed plans and specifications for a Federal
. Works program for the fiscal years 1944 and 1945, for the Fish and
Wildlife Service requested in memoranda for heads of bureaus and office

and subsequent instructions.
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(sgd) Ward T. BcWer
Acting Director.
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Considerable e:qslsratma and study still are necessary to fully deliaeate this program. : Impe
ment and economic development of Alaska seem certain to occur “in the post—war peried, g.laska now contai

greates% csmentratmn of primitive game and fish swcks, We must act at once to survey an:i set aside necessax-y

arsas to preserve this fine heritage from the same fate that overtook companion spaci&s

United States propers Canssmtion pmblans of Alas ’ka, sther than fisheries, fail und the fel}.cwing groups:

I.

Alaska is now. knom to be a gz'ea‘h mterfo?rl breedﬁng grcazzd, supplying ymil}:!.
to our %nited, ta flyways and shooting

rounds, Certain river delta,s and interior river valley

marshes ar: uniquk esting grounds semi’né as great waterfowl hcnbaters which should always be

A.

Be

G,

D.
E.

F.

G.

- purpose, Among the many important areas needed, the fallsuing gfmeral areas are

mpc
kmown to be especially worthy of being set aside as Naticma}. waterfowl refuges. :

The Lwer Kuskaknn Fiver to mouth of Zukon E_wera Einest waterfowl nes‘bi.ng area in America,
Prcbably 3.5 ,608 square miles,

The ;ebuk River and others on the Bering Gaa.si;;

Stlkine ﬂaﬁm ¥ake into a waterfowl managanent arsa, zening into refuge and public shooting
ground area.s.

’apper End Gla.cier Bay. Important elder duck area,

ﬁarzhovci——cald Bay. 4 most mpartanﬁ eencexrbratz.en point :m migratians, miz only for water—

‘foﬂ:"ba‘b’a}scr"ﬁerw garibons

Inter:.er marshes of Yukon River and its tn‘zmtmﬁes. Some of thesa'mhes ars large scale
and important waterfowl vducers, Much work yet to be done here to segregate the important
arease

'I;:Lttle Diomeds Island and other islands (as the St. Lawrence group) which harbor important

4 ce}.om.as ef birds, sea otter, walrus, etc. Should be set aside to safeguarimh species.r

Rig Game Herds.' It is vital that we set aside pemanent ranges to perpetuate the Alaskzm big game
harda. ﬁest of the land they range realizes its most suitable use by producing forage for such

i The natives are absnlute}.y —ciepam}ent upon these greab natura‘kherdsm Sometimes*‘t'}m"mer
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range is adequate and it's the winber range which must be guarded, Again it's a fawning ground whieh
must be protected. Particular attention must be given to those herds which use, in part, lands which
give preliminary promise of being suitable for agriculture, Such areas are the Kenal Peninsula, ’
Matanuska=-Susitna Valley, including lower Yentna River, Tanana Valley centering ab Fairbanks, and
Forty Mile-Sevenby Mile section of Upper Yukon River. These valleys cub across important hereditary
migration routes of Alaskan big game animals, Iikewise, the Alcan Highway and other highways render
this game s0 vulnerable that all shooting should be prohibited within a broad stretch of territory on.
either side of a given highway, Important areas te be zoned for big game are as follows:

A, Caribou, Provide winter range adjoining McKinley National Park, which supplies & good summer
range. Set aside essential ranges north of the Yukon, such as the Krokines and the Chandalay
River areas. JIncreased fire protection on the tundra ranges. is imperative for the welfare of
both caribou and reindesr, £ ' 58

B, Buffalo, The fine herd of these animals in the Big Delta area of the Tanana and Delta Rivers
is now threatensd by the inereased traffic and settlement to come over the Alcan Highway, This
herd's range is bisected by the main road, Such a herd conld be 2 fine tourist attraction, :
4180, the herd could be built up wntil the surplus animals would supply a considerable quantity
of food to local inhabitants., By all means, the Big Delta area should be set aside to maintain
these splendid animals, Likewise, the Nabesna River country should be investigated as a secondary
range, .

Co },%e:mciee:t*,Av Proper management of the reindeer herd can make the Alaskan native securs, if not

wealthy, especlally if Alaska's population greatly increases after the current conflict, as
secems inevitable.  large areas of coastal tundra should be preserved solely to nurture these
herds, In general, the reindeer should be kept on the coastal tundras and short coastal river
valleys. They should be kept out of the Colville River drainage and all territory sast of its
mouth. Morsover, the interior Yukon drainage above and eash of Kaltag should not be penetrated
by reindeer in the interesbt of caribou preservation, , ST w

Do Hountain Goats, Endicott and Tracy Amms, as well as other herds, should have their ranges
permanently designated and protected, : : , :

Es F{x'rs; T prevent aver-ﬁrapping and ta syawlre brood stock, local fur preserves should be seb aside
~ in many areas as needed, There is no more effective method of fur conmservation.
F. Southeastern Alaskan Refuges, 45 population incresses in this region, refuges Will be needed
b0 protect important local wildlife resources s especlally where dairying and vegebable farmms -
abuﬁ‘ﬁiidlifg" rangses or sever their migration routes, o o R :
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: G, Wildlife Eesearch. 7 ,@GQ acres of land adjoining the gmversity of Alaska are needed for
practlcal wildlife management studies and demonstrations in connection with umversx.ty
courses in mdm game managemezaisq ,

The famus ﬁlaskan moose and the brown bear e ] ;"’mally prcvlded for in the racen‘aly'—esi;abhshed Kenal
and Kodiak Eefuges, respectivelyws PAN I SRR ; i i { : :
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