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STANDARD FORM NO. 64

\Oﬁice Memamnd%m ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

. . i . o =
‘TO . :  Director, FWS, Washlngton, b, C. DATE:  TFeb. 3, 1955
FROM : Regional Director, FWS, Juneaun, Alaska

supjecT: Transfer of Road Maintenance Responsibility - Kenai National Moose Range

Question arises as to whether it is permissible to officially request
the Alaska Road Commission, Department of the Interior, to take over recrea-
tional access roads on the Kenai Moose Range and maintain them as part of
the public highway system. You will recall that the two roads into Skilak
Lake and one into Hidden Lake firom the Sterling Highway were and are being
built by ARC under FWS financing. The road agency is willing to accept this
total of 3% miles in its routine maintenance responsibilities, but formal
request from the Service is necessary to support the additional mileage in
ARC's budget request.

Refuge Bupervisor Spencer (see memo dated January 21 attached) and
this office concur in wishing to be relieved of the treuble, effort and ex-
pense of road upkeep and repair, a function foreign to primary refuge activity.
It will still be necessary for the Service to take care of the campground
areas themselves, but that will not be near the problem of keeping the roads
in good conditi@n. However, some loss of control over refuge use may be
inherent in a transfer of custody of this kindgso Central Office blessing
is requested before proceeding further. It should be noted that Spencer has
excellent local relations with ARC, as do we here with their headquarters
in Juneau; so some specialmponcession may be negotiated if deemed advisable.

Anticipating further, ARC recommends that in any future road-building
deals such as the Skilak and Hidden Lakes jobs we start out from the beginning
of construction on the premise that the road is ARC!s and that FWS finances
as a "contributer®. Subsequent maintenance follows automatically. This is
the usual procedure where publlc roads are built with other than specifically
appropriated funds.

, CLARENCE J. RUODE
Attachment _ Regional Director

Bys G : Gﬁ?%(/
Acting Reglenal Dlrector
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Regional Director, FWS, Juneau, Alaska Janvary 21, 1955
Refuge Supervisor, FWS, Kenai, Alaska

ém@Maintenance of campground access roads.

: ~«Reference is made to Mr, Elkin'a memo of January 12, 1955, above
su/g c’c. ‘

It is our suggestlon that a formal request be made to the Alaska :
~Road Comrnlssion to maintain the two Skilak Lake and the Hidden Lake access
roads, : Our present equipment is adequate for work in the campgrounds areas
but not for upkeep of the 3% miles of road leading to them. Grading, -ditch~
ing,. graveling when needed and an occasional culvert repair or installation
are jobs we could not accomplish with the D~ tractor economically. It
would necessary for us to hire the Alaska Road Commission to do the work.
Cost of the maintenance either by hiring or by ueing our own. ‘personnel and
equipment would cause quite a drain on our funds unless compensated for in
future allotments.

¢

Satisfactory working arrangaments ecan probably be set up between thid/
office and the local Alaska Road Commission foreman so-that maximum control
of the areas would be retained by the Service if the Central Office so desires.

David L, 8pencer
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Regional ﬁirector, FWS, Juneau, Alaska Jahuari&él, 1955
Refuge Supervisor, FWS, Kenai, Alaska

3ﬁgMalntenance of campground access roads.

f ﬁReference is mde to Mr, Elkin 8 memo of January 12, 1955, above
subject.;‘

It is our suggestion that a formal request be made to tha Alaska ;
Road Commission to maintain the two Skilak Lake and the Hidden Lake access
roads, . Our present equipment is aheqpate for work in the campgrounds areas
but not for upkeep of the 3% miles of road leading to them. Grading, diteh-
ing,. graveling when needed and an pccasional culvert repair or installation
are Jjobs we could not accomplish with the D=4 tractor economically. It
would be necessary for us to hire the Alaska Road Commission to do the work,
Cost of ‘the maintenance either by Llring or by using our own:.personnel and
equipment would cause quite a draih on our funds unless compensated for in
future allotments.;

)

Satlsfactory working arrangements can probably be set up batween this”
office and the local Alaska Road Commission foreman so that maximum control
of the areas would be retained by ths Service if the Central Office so desires.

David L. Spencer
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CENTRAL FILES

WPV ‘ ;
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Sk - :
Chief, Division of Wildlife Refuges September L, 1947

Chief, Set. of Operations, Dive of Wildlife Refuges
~  Report on Inspsction of hlaskan Existing and Prospective Wildlife Refuges.
Ibinersr

 On the morning of July 22, 1947 the writer, accompanied by Mr. Richard E.
Griffith, Chief of Habitat Improvement of the Wildlife Bsfuge Division, set
out from Chicage in Game Management Division Sesbee aireraft NG-740 for the

. purpose of delivering the aireraft to Alasks and to inspect exlsting and pro-

spective wildlife refuges in the territory and to determine the biological
and administrative problems incident bhersto, in accordance with letter of
travel instruetion dated July 10, 1947. The route was plamned to inelude a
stop at Gillette, Wyoming to check the progress of the work being performed
by the Casper Flying Service on Predator & Rodent Control Division Cessna
aircraft BC~70k. We arrived in Gillette on Jul 23 and procesded from there
to Seattle via Billings, Montona, arriving in Seattle on the evening of

uly 2. Baroube the Turnbull National Wildlife Refuge was inspected from the
air and a small fire of approximately 2 acres extent and well under eontrol

by the refuge personnel was cbserved, On July 25 a standard 30-hour check

and necessary adjustments were made to the aircraft by Horthwest Alr Service

at Boeing Fleld, Seattle., Nr. Griffith and the writer spent the day comtacting

Fisheries and Game Management Diviaion officers and Mr. Kneti and Mr, Lochhard

of the State Fish and Game Department. Mr, Brooks of the War issels Administra-

tion was contacted and information obtained relative to suplus equipment available.
Work on the aircraft was not completed until the afternoon of July 26.

Depsrture from Seattle was at 2:40 PM. An aerisl survey was made enroute of

the Dungeness Spit Refuge and the proposed Snohomish Refage north of Seattle

and & refueling stop was made ab Vancouver, British Columbla., The next stop

was at Port Hardy, B.C. ab 7:25 PM. Here it was dlscovered that the propeller

oil seals were lesking badly and it was not considered safe to procesd further

wibhout having these seals replaced. New seals were ordersd from Seatile bub

did not arrive until July 29. They wera immedistely installed and we departed

from Port Hardy st 3:30 PM., for Annette Island, Pilot Freimuth and Regional

Tisheries Superviser Seudder met us ab the Annette Island alrpord in another

Seabee and we followed them to Xetchlkan, arriving there at & PM. on July 29. ’

Lssistant Direchor Jamos and Regional Dirsctor Hynes arrived in Ketehikan aboard the

vessel Brandt during the night sud discussions wers held with them during the

morning of July 30 relative te the refuge problems and our proposed itinerary.

¥r. Hynes suggeétim{ that we keep the Seabes NC~T4L0 for our entirs inspection trip.

Arrangemerts were wade to depart from Ketchikan on the afternoon of July 30
but these plans were inadvertently changed when the propeller refused to go from
reverse pitch to forward pitch as we backed away from the Ketchikan dogks.

This vesulted in our ending up among the piling on the far side of the harbor.
Fortunately the only demsge was 8 beht right elevator, which was readily
straightened. An exsminziion of the propeller mechanism digclosed that the
plston was approximately two inches out of line and upon taking par{; it was
found that bthe three piston guides were sheared at the base of the cylinder. A
replacenent propeller and mechanism were availsble at Juneau and this ves
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inmedistely ordéred. The &efective cylinder and piston were later i’owarded
to the factory for replacement and this was done without cost. Jui :
spent with Game Hanagement Agent Banta and a visit was made to the Ward Cove
Wildlife Refuge on the TongassForest nmorth of Ketehikan. On fugust 1
 Pilot~meechanic Bob Meeks arrived in the third Seabes with the new prap.

The propeller and control mechanism were installed and a satisfactory test

flight made. On Augngt 2 we set out from Ketohikan for Juneau, Dnrouts an

aerial inspection of the proposed Stikine Flats Wildlife Refuge was made. A

shep was made at Petersburg and a conference held with the Alaska Game Commission

- chairmen Earl Ohmér on Alasikan Refuge prab:}.m and the proposed operafions. We

- arrived in Junean at 4:55PM. on August 3. A conference was held with Regional
Director Hynes and Reglonal Game l&aﬁagmem Supervisor O'Connor in regard to

refuge operations and our prospective itinerary. During the afternoon a
femiliarizetion and fisheries patrol flight wes made in the vieinity of duneau with
Reglonal Director Hynes. jpugust J was devoted to diseussions with Mr, Hynes,

Mr. OtConnor, Mr. Furness, Yr. Freimuth, and Army Signal Corps and CaA repre-
 sentatives, The plane was serviced and placed in condition for departure on
August 5. August 5 ~ We took off i‘mm Junesu stoping at Yakitat and Cordova

for refueling enroute to Anchorage. An effort was made to contact Alaska
Fisheries Chief, Seton Thompson,and . Alaska Fisheries Division pilet Hedlund,

.at Cordova, but ﬁhey were out on aerisl patrol and time would not permit

awaiting their return, We arrived in Anchorage at 6:40 FM, Alaska Aircraft
Supervisor Rhode was in the fisld bu& contact was made with Geme Management

hgent larsen.

The morning of August 6, aceompmﬁ.sd by Game Management Agent Larsen,
¥r, Criffith and the writer made a thorough aerial and ground inspection of
the Kenai Refuge and burned area. A sbop was made at the town of Kenai and
the Fish and Wildlife Serviee residence thers inspected, We proceeded south
to Homexr, thence to Mkaviw, where s conference was held with Alaska Came
~ Commissioner Simons on refuge matbters. We returned to Anchorage at 7:25 PM.
On August 7 a 30~hour check was performed on the aircraft at Anchorage and
conferences were held with WAA Assistant Administrator Sharp and Mr. Leuis,
¥r, Yathews, and Mr, Horrison of his staff in regard to the availability of
surplus preperty in the territory.. August 8 - Aircrafi Supervisor Rhode
returned to the Anchorage Office and the morning and part of the afbernoon
was spent in conference with him on Alaska airceraft problems. The writer
and Mr. Griffith departed from Anchorage in NC~7LO at 4:15 FMj remained
 overnight ab MeGrath, On Aw ust 9 we departed from MeGrath at 9:15 AM, and
' inspected the pmsyaetiw refuge area along thelaonske River West of MeGrath
to the Yukon River, A gas stop was made at Anfisk and the prospsctive water-
fowl refuge area betw the Kuskolkwim sk Yukon and Bethel were inspected
from the a2ir and si&g e made in some of the lakes to determine the available

aguatic and emergent ,,v,‘getatmm We arrived at Bethel ab 5:30 Pl.

The weabher was ;nnszmzed for flying during the morning of August 10.
Conditions improved in the afternoon and we departed from Bethel for Nunivak Island at
1:40 PM, Enroute the Kuskokwim Delta ares from Bethel west and southwest to
Kinakek Bay and northward to Tm; muk. A landing was made at Tununuk and we
arrived a4 the village of McKorryk, Fusivak Island, at 6110 Fi., where we wers
met by Douglas Gray, Acting He, 4onal Refuge Supervisor. Discussions were held

-0 -
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with ¥r. Gray and with the Reindeer Servicefs representative, ifr. KeGlellan,
during the evening. August 11 was devoted to flying over Nunivak Island.
Landings were made at TNash Harbor and discussions held with Refuge Msnager
Frank Beals and Mr. Gray, ~ o \ T :

_ The merning of August 12 was spent in further aerial reconnaissance of
Nunivak Island in company with MeClellan of the Reindeer Service. A landing
was made at Nash Harbor and furbher discussions held with flefuge Manager Beals
‘and Mr, Glaser. ‘A gonference was held with Gray and McClellan and we departed
for Bethel at 5:35 File Enroute to Bethel a reconnaissance was made of the
prospective weterfowl area in the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta from Tanunulk north
'of Hazen Bay and eastward to Bethel. #e arrived at Bethel at 7:50 PH.

¥r,. Belcher of the Juneau Office of Indian Affairs was contacted at Bebhel
and Nunivak operations diseussed with him, On the morning of August 13 we
departed from Bethel for Fairbanks, arriving there at 4125 P, Contact was
made with Frank Dufresne Jri and his program discussed with hime

 The morning of Auguat 1k - & cheek for an il leak disclosed losse crankcase
mubs. These were tightened and we departed from Fairbanks at 10:35 AM.,
asccompanied by Hessrs. Griffith and Defresne for the Big Delta. An aerial
survey was made of the proposed Big Delta buffslo range. A refueling stop was

made & the Army Base st Big Delta and we returned to Fairbanks ab 4330 P,
‘ilaska Geme Commissioner Forbes Bsker was contacted and discussions held in
regard to the Alaskan refuge programs Gonferences were held with Mr. Irving
Read and Jack Warwick in regard to the muskoxen. A conference was held with
Frank Dufresne Jr. in regard to his work for the remainder of the summer and
 disposition of his squipment. Augus st 15 ~ Our departure for _knchorage was
delayed until 10:30 AM. because of weather and it was necessary to proceed via
Big Delta, Guibenas and Palmer inbo Anchorage, as the other passes wers closed
by weather. We arrived in Anchorage at 3 P, Adreraft Supervisor Rbode was
in the field with Assistant Secretary Warne and a Gongressional party. Dis-
cussions were held _pilots Hedlund and Bragg and George Kelz and Dr.

Rounsafell of Fish ology. Sesbee NC-740 was turned over to hlaska Amphibious

Alrmotive for a 100-hr. check. | .
 On August léarumman Gb@sa\ HC-710 was test~flown. Aécm;aniad by,ﬁ@aﬂ.
Griffith, Kelz and Rounsafell we departed in NC-710 from Anchorage at 4:35 Pl.

for Kodiak, arriving at Kodisk Naval Alr Station ab 6:30 PM. On Aupust 17
an aerial survey was made in Grumman Goose NG-710 of Kodiak Island, sccompanied
by Messrs. Griffith, Kelep Rounsafell and Fisheries Agent Marcus lyers. »
Landings were made at Karluck Lake and Olga Bay whers fisheries operations were
inspected, Returned to Kediak Naval Air Station at 8120 PH. Minor damage
Pesulted to the left wing float when the web brakes failed to work after
landing and it became necessary ‘to uge the port engine to kesp the aireraf-h
straight on the landing roll. The morning of August 18 was spent in meking
contacts with Captain Blaisdell of the 17th Neval District Supply Corps and
other naval officers in regard to surplus materials. Ws departed from Kodiak
at 12:45 PM, with Messrs, Griffith, Kelez and Rounse.fell and landed at Brooks Leke.
Hessrs. Kelezand Rounse.fell were lefi at Brooks Lake and the writer and

¥r, Griffith returned to Anchorage ab 6130 PM. August 19 wes spent making
contacts at Fort Richsrdson in regard to available surpius squipment. Thess

g
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contarts were not completed until late afterncon and weather conditions would
not permit departure that day. August 20 - we departed from Anchorage at
8115 AM., in Seabee NC-7LO, refueled at Yakitat and arrived in Juneau at 3:55 PM.
Discussions were held with Messrs. 0'Comnor, Freimuth and Furness., The morning
of August 21 was devoted to conferences with Messrs. 0'Connor, Hynes and Seton
Thompson, &A% 2:40 PM. Mr, Griffith and the writer departed from Juneau via

Pan American Airways s arriving in Seattle at 8:15 PM. On August 22 we departed
from Seattle via Northwest Air Lines and arrived in Chicago at 10:15 PM. that
everding.

: Euring the period of this trip approximately 13,@0(} miles were covered by
air in 32 days, including commercial transportation from Juneau back to Chicago.
0Of these 32 days, 9 full days were spent on the ground performing administrative
duties, for mechanical reasons, or because of weather. 5 of these § days were
attributed directly to mechanical work. 2 were chargeable to a combination of
administrative duties and mechanical work; 1 may be chargeable directly to
administrative duties; and one to a mnmh}.zaati@n of admimstrative duties and

weather,

John N, Ball
JNB:es

22, FWs
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 Refuge Inspection Beport

Kenal Nationsl Wildlife Befuge
General |

 The Kenai Refuge includes approximately two-thirds of the Kenai Peninsila,
It is accessible to Anchorage and Seward. A new road is in process of comstruction
which will make the area readily accessible. This road extends from the town of
Kenai more or less paralleling the Kenai River north of Skilak Lake, thence to
Kenai ILake, Seward, and northward along Turnagain Arm and Chickaloon Bay. The
‘norbh end of the refuge is timbered with spruce, aspen, birch, and willows, the
climax being spruce. This northern area is covered with myriads of lakes and
sloughs and traversed by the Chickaloon River, Swanson River, and the Moose River.
The lakes vary considerably as to the amount of aquatic and emergent vegetation.
The north end of the refuge north of the Kenai River and Skilak Lake is generally
flat with occasional ridges. The area is a terminal mordiwmebuild up.

. The Kenal River cuts through the approximate middle of the refuge and extends

~ from Skilak Lake westward to Cook Inlet at the town of Kenai. This river is

navigable to Skilak Lake for a amall boat although thers are several strebches

of fast water., It, as well as Skilak Lake afford good trout fishing. The water

in both SkilakLake and Kenal River is relatively clear with ohly a slight color
from glacial silt. % :

. Soubh of the Xenai River to Tustumena Lake the lands are wooded but do not
have the lakes found to the north of the Kenai River. There are, however,
numerous sloughs and bogs., The principal rivers in this area are the Killey
. and the yPunnyy, both flowing into the Kenai River. lLake Tustumena is & very
- large lake but the water is very chalky from glacial silt. OSouth of Lake :
Tustumens the countyy tises and changes from forest to range, vegetation becoming
mountainous meadow lands. In the vicinity of Homer in the southwest end of the

Peninsula some farming and hayh lands are found. The east half of the Peninsula
rises sharply into rugged mountaing and glaciers in excess of 6000 ft.elevation.
Rerind Fire ~ : .

The whole of the Kenai Peninsula west of the mountains was given a thorough
aerial coverage at an average altitude of approximately 150 feet abovd the ground.
The burned-over area is located primarily north of Skilak lake and the Kenai
River, although some small patches were burned south of the Kenai River. The fire
was completely extinguished; the weather was clear; and we were afforded an
_excellent view of the entire area. The burngdfover the entire area was spotty
 pather than solid. 'Within the periphery of the burned-over area it is estimated
. that not over 25% was burned. Much of the cover around the lakes and the sloughs
‘was left untouched by the fire even though the periphery extended northward
slmost to Chickaloon Bay and westward to the vicinity of Cook Inlet. The fire
apparently originated along the highway approximately 16 miles west of’ Kenai Lake.
Much of the burned-over arca was spruce lands which have no food value for moose.

A landing was made on one of the lakes in the approximate center of ‘the burned
area and & ground reconnaissance was made. Fresh moose tracks, bear tracks,
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and coyote tracks were observed in the burned areas and a grouse was flushed.
The fire did not seem to have been excessively hot in most places since the
moss was only charred on the surface and the soil apparently was not harmed.
The bleached skull of one small animal, probably a mink, was found bub this
could well have been dead prior to the fire. No other indication of losses
Yo wildlife was observed either on the ground or from the air, although
undoubtedly there was some bird and small animal 1ife lost. No remains of
moose could be found. Moose were difficult to observe but one cow moose with
calf was observed from the air within the periphery of the burned area.

It is felt that the fire will prove generally beneficial to the moose

by increasing the desirable food and cover and the destruction of large tracts
of spruce which were beginning to take over much of the range. This spruce
will be replaced by aspen, birch and willow, which will afford valuable moose
browse., It is felt that sufficient unburned area remains within the periphery

‘ ~ of the burned to provide the necessary food and cover to carry the present

moose population through the winter without undue hardship.

- Recommendations

The Kenal Refuge presents the most pressing problem of any of the areas
in the Territory. The area requires and is well adapted for management, both
for moose and for waterfowl. This management should include control burning
to mainbain the necessary moose habitat and prevent the climax spruse from
taking over the range.

: The north end of the Peninsula is potentially an imporbtant waterfowl area.
The many lakes now support a light population of ducks and swan, but it is
felt that with the proper cover management and the establishment of more
desirable aquatic feeds the waterfowl ussge can be materially inecreased.
Mountain sheep and goats were observed along the ridges on the extreme east
side of the refuge and on the ridges overlooking the west end of Kenal Lake.

The project is accessible and becoming more so through the completion
of the road which is already passable to Alaska's largest cily of Anchorage
and to the town of Seward. The area affords excellent recreation in the
form of fishing on Skilak lLake and the Kenai River, and for moose hunting.
The opening of the road presents serious problems of trespass and of squatters
moving in. There is already some indication of squatters setting up cabins
within the area. The Kenal Peninsula has much to offer for sebtlement and
it is anticipated that increasing pressure will be exerted to open up mere

and more of the Peninsula for homesteading.

For the reasons as outlined above, it is felt that the Kenal Refuge should
be treated as a management area with controlled hunting as conditions warrant
and that it Dbe placed under immediate administration. The Fish and Wildlife
Service owns a good 7-room house in the town of Kenai adjacent to the Kenal
airport. This would be the logical loecabion for refuge headquarters. It is
accessible both by air and by water. In order to properly handle the immedi-
ate management and patrol problems it is felt that a minimum of a refuge
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manager and assistant should be assigned to the area without delay. The

Fish and Wildlife Service house at Kenani is being occupied on a month-to-month
basis by a road commissioner engineer and it i8 recommended that he be given
notice so that the refuge manager assigned may take over the dwelling,
Warehouse facilities are necessary. The Serviee owns s small log cabin in
back of the dwelling which would be suitable for a stable and limited storage
space. The Army has some Quonsets located on the Kenal airfield near our
dwelling and a request should be made for tws of thess units, together with
the site location, to be used for storage purposes. This request may be
addressed to District Engineer, Alaska Distriet, Corps of Engineers, Anchorage,
Alsska, attention of Real Estate Division.

“ The equipment required to place this project under administration should
include a D-4 tractor with angledozer, 2 saddle horses, a LCYP landing craft,
cartop boat or cance with small cutboard motor, 1 pane] truck, one 2% or 3 ton
steke truck, one 1} ton combination stake and dump truck, 1 2; KW generator,

1 snomobile, two-way radio set up on 3207.5 ke., one 6 -~ 8 cu. ft, refrigerator,
snow shoes, skis, miscellanecus small tools, portable fire pump, hose and
other equipmentd oil heating stoves. Much of this equipment may be obtained from
surplua and Acting Regional Refuge Supervisor Gray has been directed to make
every efiort to obtain same at Duteh Harbor and along the Aleutian chain,

Any delay in placing the Kenai under active administration and management
will make the problems increasingly difficult and it is urged that this project
be given immediste attention and priority over other refuge projects within the
Territory. It is further urged that a specific request be made to Congress
for funds to place this area under active management. It is felt that the time
1s now appropriate for making such a request since the Kenal has been brought
forcibly to public sttention ag a result of the recent fire,
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
GENERAL LAND OFFICE

Public Survey Office

Juneau, Alaska,
February 13, 1941,

Commissioner of the
General Land Office,
Washington, D. C,

Sir:

1 am enclosing a copy of my telegram of even date in reply
to your wire of February 12th., I believe most of the important
points are covered in my telegram,

I am advised that this matter is under discussion by the
Alaska (ame Commission now in session in Juneau and they are en-
deavoring to suggest another site for the bomb range.,

- I am not informed as to the requirements for a bombing rgnge;
consequently, any suggestions that I make must be considered in that
light. It occurs to me that a possible solution of the entire
problem would be to transfer the proposed bombing range to the
_area surrounding the mouth of the Susitna River where there are
great stretches of tide flats and unoccupied public land. If this
would be satisfactory to the War Department then all of the un-
surveyed lands north of the Kenai River could be included in a
moose reserve without in any way retarding development on the
Kenai Peninsula in the vicinity of Cook Inlet. The area south
of the Kenai River would be open for settlement and classification
of the lands could proceed as funds are available,

I know that plans have been suggested for connecting by high-
way the agricultural districts on the south end of the Kenai Pen-
insula with the road system already constructed north of Seward
in Turnagain Arm. The Bureau of Public Roads, Territorial Highway
Engineer, and the Alaska Road Copmission have collaborated in in-
vestigations of the several projects. If the area south of the
Kenai is included in an absolute reserve there will not be suffi-
cient area remaining on which settlers could make entry to justi-
Iy the expenditure of funds for roads or other necessary facilities,

I feel that a solution along these lines would be fair to all
interests involved and would not interfere with possible development,

Very respectfully,
/8/ GEO. A. PARKS

Geo. A. Parks, :
ol District Cadastral Engineer,

Enc. 1

RG 22, FWS '
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STANDARD FORM No. 144 - | FroM INTERIOR DEPARTMENT

APPROVED BY THE PRESIDENT
MARCH 10, 1926

oS,

BUREAU

TELEG RAM CHG. APPRopﬁlAﬂoN

OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES

QOVERNMENT PRINYING OYFICE 67134

! JUNEAU ALASKA FEB 13 1941

RED
TCOMMISSIONER OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE
WASHINGTON D. C. ‘

RETEL TWELFTH MOO'::E BESERVE WE HAVE SURVEYED IN G‘RQUP FIFTY ONE TOWNSHIP FIVE NORTH
RANGES EIGHT NINE AND TEN WEST ALONG KENAI RIVER GROUP FIFTY TWO QOWNSHIP FOUR SOUTH
RANGES TWELVE THIRTEEN AND FOURTEEN WEST AND TOWNSHLP FIVE SOUTH RANGE TWELVE WEST
STOP  THE ENGINEERS REPORT GOOD AGRICULTURAL LAND N SURVEYED ' TOWNSHIPS AND OUR
PROGRAM INCLUDES ADDITIONAL AUTHORIZED SURVEYS IN ABOVE GROUPS SOUTH OF KENAI RIVER
STOP PLANNING COUNCIL RECOMMENDS LAND USE SURVEYS IN HOMER _AND KENAI REGION AS
SECOND IN IMPORTANCE IN FUTURE AGRICULTUHAL DEVELOPMENT IN ALASKA STOP ROAD COMMISSION
HAS CONSTRUCTED ROAD FROM HOMER TO FR.ITZ CREEK WITH BRANCHES NOR' RTH FOR SEVERAL MILES
STOP THERE ARE KNOWN COAL DEPOSITS NORTH OF KATCIEMAK BAY SUGGEST CONSULT GEOLOGICAL
SURVEY FOR DATA STOP TERRITORY HAS INTEREST TN SCHOOL LANDS IN SURVEYED TOWNSHIPS
STOP REPORTS IN'DICATE‘: APPROXIMATELY EiIGHTY PER CENT OF SURVEYED LANDS IN TOWNSHIP
SIX SOUTH RANGES TWELVE THIRTEEN AND FOURTEEN ?VEST HELD UNDER LOCATION AND MANY

COPY V ,
STANDARD FORM No. 14a FroM INTERIOR DEPARTMENT

APPROVED BY THE PRESIDENT.
MARCH 10, 1926

BUREAU

TELEGRAM CHG. APPROPR‘IAT)lON

OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES

TUYERNUENY PRITING OPFICH 67184

LOGATIONS IN TOWNSHIPS FOUR AND FIVE SOUTH SAME RANGES STOP MY opmiox THAT AREA
SOUTH OF KENAL RIVER 'OFFERS ONE OF THE BEST AND uos'r DESIRABLE POSSIBILITIES IN
ALASKA FOR FGTUB.E DEVELOPMENT EITHER BY INDIVIDUALS OR GROUPS PERIOD PROPOSED
RESERVATION WOULD RESTRICT SETTLEMENT TO SUCH LIMITED AREA THAT ROADS AND OTHER
NECESSARY FACILITI:..S WOULD NOT BE JUSTIFIED STOP IN ANY EVENT THE SUB.V’“YED LANDS
SHOULD NOT BE INCLUDED IN RESERVATION STOP PORTIONS OF WESTERN AND SOUTHERN
BOUNDARIES ARE IN SURVEYED AREA AND SHOULD BE DESCRIBED BY RECTANGULAR SURVEY STOP
THE PENINSULA NORTH OF THE NORTH BOUNDARY OF TOWNSHIP FIVE NORTH CONTAINS MORE THAN
ONE THOUSAND SQUARE MILES OF PUBLIC LAND AND EXCEPTING THE SURVEYED LANDS ALONG THE
SHORE HAS LITTLE KNOWN VALUE EXCEPT FOR A MOOSE RESERVE MOREOVER IT IS A NATURAL
HABITAT FOR THE MOOSE STOP THE PROPOSED WAR DEPARTMENT RESERVE DOES NOT INCLUDE
SURVEYED LANDS ALONG THE KENAT RIVER NOR ANY LANDS 'SOUTH OF THE RIVER AND WOULD NOT
NECESSARILY RETARD DEVELOPMENT THERE. .

. - ~ PARKS

2 e

" District Cadastral Engineer, P. s 0., Depts Interior. ‘

RG 22, FwWs
E b2, é’rax\ Corr, 1870- MSG
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mgiimal Iﬁrwtw, J:mmu, &laskn

| m Diractor,

Proposed Highway, Kenai loose Range.

Reforencs is made to your mamorandum of Jdenuary 7 conwming the propossd
construetion of a highway through the henrt of the Kenai Moose Rangs.

The loeation ai‘ the proposed highways as outlined om ‘bha mep transmitted
with your memorandum would heve n most adverse effeot on the valus of this
arsa 85 p moose rangee. The east~wast stratch of the hig}my wonld create an
artificial barrier between the netural summer and winter range of the noose.
That part of the proposed highway which traverses the ares between Skilek
and Tustumena Lakes orossas some of the best range on the refuges In the

oiroumgtences, the Ssrvics should teke a definite stand in opposition to the
location of the highways as prapessdn

There will undoubtedly be considerable demand for a rosd to the Homer
arsa and for this reason we should be in & position teo offer an alternats
proposals If the demand for a road is great enough, the Servics should
indicate that & road located to the east of Skilsk and Tustumens Lake ,

skirting the base of the mountaing would be _zmw i‘}ﬁ Lhvivy é&\} “,MJS\{\L@;/ S ;

Diractore

4 ///ﬁ
COPW Crouch

RG 22, FWs
E b2, Gf’»m ufﬁ 1‘3“?0 456
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, i3 mado o your wmm&m of Jma&” ?ﬁ;amwm@m the pmpmaa |
am‘ﬁww&i«xxz of & ‘hiwmyvtmug}a rizi:m izwm*iz of the Kennd, mxa Rm:tgm

a&wmwmm . 4 boke |
Joontion of «m B g&mym m ;wwm ,
There ms& mm:imﬁawﬁly be son Emmm ﬁm& m 8 roud % kfm mm
aree and for this resson we should be in n posiiion bo offer an ulternate
proposele If the derand for s road 18 great enough, the Service %hﬂt&ld

indlonte thwt & road loseted o i:hp sast of ﬂkﬁ&ﬁk m& Tunt: :
ekirting the bose M *&}w mmﬁw&nm wonld be ok - ; ,KM Kot g 50 B,

/

(@mwxfﬁkqﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ O
Diveoctors

WIiKsrk

cc: Mr. Crouch

MAILED JAN 17 1945

QG 22, FWs
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Regioﬁél Mﬁeai’caré Tuneau, Maakaf : Tenuary 'I, 1946
Jack O*Cm:mr, Game Mgmt.k, suparvisar, Juneau, Alaska

Map af pr@yosea road through Kanai National Moose Remge.

&afarenca 18 made to our conversatigns on the proposed road %o B:omar trom
the SBewsrd highway which is tentativaly laid out to run throngh the hear‘b nt the
Kenai Na'bional Moose ‘Range. s .

: ii' suﬂh a road is buils it wiim 16 doub'k mesn the end of the greatesﬁ moose
herd: in Aleska, and I feel that we should objeot o having the road built iniorder
to hold the country as enclosed in the National Moose Range for the PUrpOsE sstab»

lished, nemely as a aanctuary for moose. :

OtC:md

22, FWS
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