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Me. Waitian Valet, oY,
Executive Diveetbes
Tsaal: Walton Loagne of America, Inc.
3% Nerth State Street
Chicago 2, Tilinols

Detr Mir. olirbe

Thanks for your letter of Fobruary 9 suggesting the

idea of « refuge area adjacent to the highway slong Turnagein

Aym tn Alaske, To am gending a copy of your Letter to Clarende

Rhode, cur Regional Director in Alseka, agkine for his comments

and will pet in touch with you agndn as soo. ag we hear from hin.

Sincwely yours,

(SGD), JOHN Ly FARLEY.

ohn L, Farley
Direetar

AMDay irs
Copy tor Region 6 w/copy incoming

Refuges w/copy incoming

gavgD FEB 15 1b

RG 2m
E:l63 fu
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“NATIONAL OFFICES 31NO. STATE STREET. CHICAGO 2, ILLINOIS @ PHONE ANDOVER 3-3522

Febru ry 9, 1954

Colonel John L, Farley,. Director
;Fish and Wildlife Service

Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Colonels:

I have received information to the effect that some of our Izaak
Walton League people in Anchorage, Alaska, are of the opinion that

_ @ refuge area should be set aside adjacent to part of the highway
wg age along Turnagain Arm,

oon, .. I am not personally familiar with this, but am told the area is one
the very few places where mountain goats may be seen from the

highway. Our people believe that the accessibility of the area may
make extermination of the goats inevitable - and mountain sheep too -
if the present heavy hunting pressure is allowed to continue. Our
people write me that many hunters, especially service men who often
go in large parties, visit the area,
Im told this: also could be made into an excellent tourist attraction.°

MS In order to preserve this attraction and to prevent the killing-out of big game in the area inquestion, the Alaska Game Commission
has been requested by our Anchorage chapter, to set aside as a big
game reservation “all the area draining into Turnagain Arm, from
the bed of Potter Creek to and including the Glacier Creek watershed",

I will appreciate greatly your letting me have the benefit of the
.

views of the U. S, Fish and Wildlife Service on this proposition. On
oy the basis of information made available by our Anchorage chapter, the

request seems plausible and the results to be gained appear quitereasonable and desirable,

oe .
a Executive Director

WVsaw

- Owner and Publisher of OUTDOOR AMERICA®

RG 22,Fws
€: (63, (ur), Gen. Corn, (940-1456
Bok 235
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K-2- Box 1685, Juneau, Alaskafe oP February 26,1948
VILPSK#,
Mr. Albert M. Day, ChiefU.S.Fish and Wildlife Service,Washington 25, D.C.

Desr Al:

Believe the proposed refuges did not fare toobad in Ketchikan. The main one, the Yukon-Kuskokwimwent through in good shape, and the one at Cold Bay.The former was the one Salyer was most interested in
50 far

as waterfowl is concerned. Cold Bay is also
Tetlind, Inn6ko and Stikine still will go ifexamination proves them to be any good. Big VeltaBuffalo refuge needs more pushing and overcoming theresistanceof the Fairbanks Commissioner. It was notin the right place on the map. Believe if we put aSlant on it that making it a refuge is a counter-military move, it will go through.
The Senai Refuge still hangs fare. As I see it,it is sewed up anyway. Andy is the resistance thereand time should wotk it out. #rank pitched all he hadto get these approved but had we tried to put themall over, we would not have had a single one approved.As is, two are 0.K. with the Commission, and goodchances for the rest are in the making.

Glad you came up, and think the boys liked youbecause you did not promise them the moon, They areO.K. but they are having hell to make a living.
Am getting some pictures blown up that you mightuse. Have a movie made of wolf operations but am afraidI can not get it cut in time to get it back there todo any good.

RG 22, FWS :

El62 (ub), Gen.Corn, ($40~456 s
Bow A Bee SOAYOIY JBUOIEN 84} JO SHUIPJOH payissejoaq / paylssejou eu) Woy peonpoday

a

\ at
by (|

AR
jeik

ly urs,

C.H.Gillham



golden-oyor, greanewingad teal, ond scoters #11 nash here. Yha mosh daport~
ant breeding solony of canvae-backy in Alaska is found bere. The aren. dxbh populated by breading evens. any munkeata, beaver, and moose frequent

2 AGG ‘

a8 stated above, mony of the area da now an Indien resesvatien. ib 46
betieved that the Servied's waterfowl orogens ban be epbadliched here withoutdotwigent to bee Indians! welfares in faok, our oanagamanh practices are sure
to intrease waterfow] and auskrah predustion hore, which whl inorease and re~
donnd to the indians’? specific bynefit. & doinh study of the probles by ran«
resontavives of both agencies ie now under way.’

.., Se Beroethevel Bay-[sembank Pay Manacouent irea, the lowelyingJanid, narshou, and ehelbered gaye of Shie strategie waberfow] conumbrationpoint ie ane of the greah Dlyeay croweroais of the watextowl world, The bulkof Alaska's anoual waterfowl, praduction sorgentratds here in the labe sumac
and fall to spend a eonbh te & waeke mawlting, preening, and putting on Cleghpreparatory$¢ the chamugus overesie Might to the Pawadian Jalandie ard ohoSouth Paci {de area on the ang hand, and ow Paciiiie coast and lititeh Colombiaon thy aihov. ‘The waters here have dense, expancive bede of eelgrans, a prem
ferred waterfowl fool. The auarby, low-dging tunira abounds in berriga whieh

. bhe geoee and bho curlows scuk with greah gagerpnesa. Already prowlecaons shooheing by the uraed Porces here during ihe past wos had an undesirable effent apon
‘thin concentration. The faeh that the Are de maintelning a permanent basehere WALL raquixve careful réguiahion of ahogbing by thie group frou the standpelnt of maintaining conservebion values here, Over-shooting here will aresblyafteck the welfare of the gutmers in the United States.

the higher land back fron the marshes here da a naxraw Jand brisige usedby Qardbou dn their maicrations up and down the reniavula. luring the aardypart of the Sordd Sar juet aver, barbed wire enbanglente here seriewly inetherferred wlth garibou algeagloss. A glannd ab the aap whl ehow how dmport-
ant 2b is gor this farwleo bo bontrol this etrategioa pase area for these =~

animate going between thele mueser and winter feeding prounis.
fhe big brow bear (Peninsula Giant Gear) de well distrituted here andweade protention from overeshodting.. There la a rare sab apecles of pharaigan

found here which could be ¢puediigy eateriinated by even Tight gunning.“The area, then, de a general wildlite ares of firwt rank in Alaska andda, above all, the greatoet dongentration point for migrating waterfowl] in theWhole of Ajagka., lth a1 of thin important retource practically confined here
gvies & year, 14 is of the greatest daportance that the Gervier have management
wighte #6) thie polut.

RG 22) FWS
:Ela fun) Gen. Gorn, (S70 ~145& ;

Bok 23%
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to sondiude, leh me atate x

sporeniation of the ineigh toni inberestwhich you have shown in thie Alaskan provlem and my hojinne bo clear the 1 for bheeo fundamental areag whieh wa feel, confidant
tha’ youwill con-

WLI, add in maintaining Alaskan wlidlite rencurcea on a seale adequate to boththe noede of ite oltiacne ani those of the United Siehes proper.

{SGD.) ALBERT i. DAY

Alert Hi. Day.JOS#ak
1~30—48
oc ~ Regional Director Hynes(2 extra cc for Mr. Warne)

3

RG 22, EWS
Er l63 (up) Gen. Corr, (S0~1456
Bok 23S
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OFFICE OF THE
ASSISTANT SECRETARY

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

December 30, 1917 #

MEMORANDUM

Siw
vfve

\|
4 i

fywv
To: Director, Bureau of Land Management

Commissioner, Bureau of Indian Affairs
From: Assistant Secretary Warne .

Subject: Game management areas in Alaska.

On October 1 I requested Fish and Wildlife Service to advise
me as to the status of thelr recommendations as toggame management
areas in Alaska. In response thereto four separate memoranda dated
October 2); were submitted to me. Both the Bureau of Indian Affairs
and the Bureau of Land Management have commented with respect to |

the four proposed projects, the. Delta, Innoko, Tetlin, and Stikinewildlife management areas. TI attach hereto for your information
copy of (1) December 18 memorandum containing the comments of the
Bureau of Indian Affairs; (2) Dscember 18 memorandum containing the
comments of the Bureau of Land Management; and (3) a rough tabula-
tion prepared by Mr. Price to summarize the comments to date.

Since the submission of the proposals for the four wildlife
management areas named above, Fish and Wildlife Service has sub-
mitted in manorandum dated December 15,.1947, a proposal for an
area along the Alaska Peninsula in the vicinity of Cold Bay. I
hope that the two Bureaus will be able to review-this new proposal
‘within a two-week period, allowing one week apliepe, so that about
the middle of January we shall be able to discuss action to be
taken with respect to all five. I am attaching to the copy of
this menorandum addressed to the Bureau of Land Management thej gGriginal Dacenber 15 memorandum from Fish and Wildlife Service,

; seo its locationmap. I request that after completionwith
few by: Bureau of Land Management it transmit the memorandum

Chimay "to fhe Bureau
of Indian Affairs for its review and return

Og py

(sed) William E, Wartie
Ig

.
4ec: Fish and Wildlife service.-f

RG 22) Fws
El62 (up), Gen. Corr, (9 40~1456

Bok 235
?FO
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GOPY = Tae UNITED STATES In reply refer to;
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Bureau of Land Management 2113)39 "Lp"
Washington 25, D. C.

December 18, 19,7
MEMORANDUM

To: Assistant Secretary Warne

From: Assistant Director

Subject: Establishment of Wildlife Management Areas in Alaska.
As requested in your memorandum of November 3, the proposalsto create the Innoko, Tetlin, Delta, and Stikine Wildlife Manage~ment Areas in Alaska have been reviewed.

We have no comments concerning the Innoko and Tetlin areas
beyond the general observation that reservations and withdrawalsin Alaska should be kept to the absolute minimun necessary to accom=plish their purpose, even though as far as these proposed areas are
concerned, the withdrawn areas do not appear to have any particularimmediate settlement and development values, as is the case withthe Innoko and Tetlin areas,

With respect to the Delta area, it is noted that while theeastern boundary appears to have been revised somewhat from the
original proposal, nevertheless, the area still extends east ofthe Delta River and embraces a portion of the Richardson Highway.This may lead in time to some conflict with settlementand develop=ment along the Richardson Highway near its junction with the Alaska
Highway. Reports of the Fish and Wildlife Service indicate thatthe buffalo herd has shown a strong tendency to stay on the west
side of the Delta River. It is suggested, therefore, that consid-eration be given to eliminating from the proposed area that small
part lying east of the Delta River.

The proposed Stikine Wildlife Management Area embraces FarmIsland and other surveyed lands at the mouth of the Stikine River.These lands were originally surveyed because the area was consideredsuitable for settlement under the homestead laws. In fact, a numberof homestead entries were made on Farm Island. This general StikineRiver area has been scheduled for land examination by this Bureau,since it represents one of the largest, contiguous areas of agricul~tural settlement land in southeastern Alaska. I believe its potentialsfor settlement should be thoroughly explored before it is formallyincluded within a wildlife management area and thus closed to settlement.

(sgd) Thos. C. Havell

Assistant Director,

RG 22, FWS
El6d (ub), Gen.Corn, (94-1456 :
Box ABS
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UNITED STATES
CG '“BEPARTIMENT OF THE INTERIOR
0 Office of Indian Affairs
P
x

December 18, 197

. Memorandum

To: Mr. R. C. Price, Special Assistant to Assistant
Secretary Warne.

From: Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
Subject: Establishment of wildlife management areas in Alaska.’

Reference is made to your memorandum of November 3, regarding
the establishment of the Delta, Innoko, Tetlin and Stikine Wildlife
Management Areas in Alaska.

We have discussed the four above mentioned proposed wildlife
management areas in Alaska and the probable effect of such areas
on the economy of the Natives, with representatives of the Fish and

. Wildlife Service. We are in full agreement with the objectives
sought by that Service in the establishment of these management
areas. In the circumstances, we interpose no objections to the
establishment of the Delta, Innoko, and Stikine Wildlife Management
Areas, The Tetlin Wildlife Management Area as proposed includes a
large part of the Tetlin Indian Reservation, It also includes
lands in which other Indians are interested, We have agreed with
the Fish and Wildlife Service that the establishment of this manage-
ment area should be held in abeyance until local representatives of
each service can make a joint study of the situation. After this
study has been completed, further consideration will be given to
the establishment of this management area.

(sgd) William Zimmerman, Jr.

Commissioner,

RG22,FWSsErl62 Cur), Gen.Corri, 1940-456
Box ABS
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” 0E COMMENTS OF INTERESTED AGENCIES WITH RESPECT TO PROPOSED WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS IN ALASKAhjs v Comments by +

c Ti Name of proposed _
Fish and Wildlife Bureau of Indian Bureau of Land

“é ; area Service Affairs Management

& Delta Favorable Favorable Rec. eliminate the part: 10/2/47 12/18/47 east of Delta River which
§ conflicts with Richardson
Ra Hwy. 12/18/47

x Innoko Favorable — Favorable
.

No objection, but keep to
oS 10/2h/47 12/l8/u7 minimm. 12/18/k7
l .

A Tetlin Favorable Rec. joint study since it No objection, but keep to
oN 10/2/47 would overlap Ind. Res. minimm. 12/18/47

12/18/47 _
Stikine Favorable Favorable Unfavorable since "one of

10/2)/47 12/18/47 largest ... areas of agr.
, settlement land in south-

eastern Alaska." Rec.
study of possibility for
settlement before inclu-
sion within wildlife
area, 12/18/47

Alaska Peninsula Favorable No comment yet No comment yet
12/15/47

“ * Dates shown refer to memorandum on which views are expressed.

Note; The following note has come informally from the Division of Territories:
"I rather favor game management areas, provided that they are located in areas that are not likely

to have other real commercial uses, but I feel quite strongly that if Alaska is to breed and raise
migratory fowl, the International Treaty on migratory fowl should be changed so that the FWL Service
could permit hunting at certain interior points as early as August 1. It might be well to consider
using Alaska's willingness to acdept game management areas for a right to shoot ducks in the open sea-
son. As it is, the ducks in many interior points leave the Territory before the season opens and
therefore people are forced to break the law if they want to shoot and eat migratory fowl."
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understood thet some nesting occurs: however,af consequence, The; Vel bare apparently
Jt is not regarded aa being

waterfoul, as do the rather extensive salt
ativact large numbers of

of the expinding delte. In our fHeht
marshes neer the outer fringe

Spartina pstens meadows wire obseryed
over the area, ponds on the

aquatics. Several small patches of threasquers bulrush wore aleq
to be supporting a growth of

observed on the marsh, There ia no question but whet this erea wilt
assume greater impartance in yesrs to come if the delta contiaves to.build up et the. present rate. The fs aoit can probably accommedats all the present, .shooting pressure without

extensive, howsyor, that
seriously resixieting | ortunities for fa
waterfowl, Tt is diffienlt to predict what changes In hunting pressure

ng and resting by migratory
aa Woll ae in the cheracter af tha Peedi Y grounds» hey develop from a)#eatablistment of paper wills in thet vieintty.

wena.
The effect of thia part summer's Mire was aavered in considerabledetail in a separate report. Gonsidering the deterioration of the range

which hes ooomred over the past trent; or more yoara, the fire wastimely and decidediy beneficial. <% is hoped, however, that tha assignnext of personel and loantion of eaquigment at Kenel, will perutt exenntion of a carefully developed wWanagement. for maintaining the moose
range in an optima condition. Tile will have to be accomplished inpert. by controlled burning. fs will, be difficult to control burn many
porte of Nenad yhere cover mane emont,* must ba accomplishedby meane offire, it will be equally ditticult te probect patahes of cover on theridges, since the combination of an sbuiance of fuel and dry sunmerecontributes to a real fire hazard on many poridone of the area. Thereinfall ia about 15 a yaar, and were it not for the xumof? fromthe melting anovs and glaciers, much of Kenad would be like & Siudexhox,As it is, there willl be considerable danger from wildfires, since thenew highway, which roughlyb acta the area, will result infax more publie use than oecurread in ‘the paste The Me hesard
course, Is proportional te the degree of public ae.

ome minagemnent of Kenal can be accomplished through the sale oftinberthe * White spruce and birch attain merchantable aise on the ridges.There ia a growing demand for luwer in the vieinity of
to establish saynilis, as well as « veneer plant.

chorage, and
The Bureau of Lend Mansgenont has been antive in developing « mariet for
gommarelal, timber near population santers, awh as Anchorage, As areault of the rapidly dnereasing population, there is every resson tobelieve that there will, be a demand for timber on portions of Kened In

ow

RG WS
E:l62 (ub), Gen. Corn, ($O-456
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ve

the ney.
teowdistant Pabere. Tn event, a4 fa ent that. theServles| for the ubllinetion and 4 of the timber resourcesan the 3 obherviag, the opportunt for dot this my+ begransfeered to other agenoles whode primary interest willl be thnbergether thet rane.

In view of the enumerable Lakes and- is on Kenai, the area cannot.help bat be af some value as a waterfowl breed epound» Further recon«naisdance is desirable te agteblish the true value of the water arenes inthe Kenai guine rence,

denoke

Little evidence of waterfowl was sean in the aerial reconnaissanceaf the Tmoke marches. This ie probs ‘due to the Inteansss In the acason rebher than blologi¢sl deficlencies which would cause birds to avoddthis areas. The typical tundra ponds hove very Little aquatic growththat would furnish wahertowl foods Yo bulrushwas observedon the shoreLine of any of the ponds, and the emergent growth of saige was varyspotty. Th fact af one were mot aware of the past history of the areaug a neat ‘ound, the inclination would be to elase Innoke as rele-tivel watives Notwithatanding ite past history, I am inclined tobelieve that the lower Kuskoluinm-Yukon area ie far more produstive.

Ruskolowin

The eastern portionof Kuskelinzim was found to besiuwdlerte tuneks.The best areas ara withous exteption the pords of moet recent origin.Throuchort the years She Deltahas develope in a rather Jeleurely man-ner, with. ‘the main channels ab’ tly fromone season to tha nexhséhus Lens imndveds of exbows and ello gesttored for awide dlatance on either side of ‘the present gtrean bed. What few waterfowl weregeen vere on the "yo Sd liven on these, however, there waeLittle evidence of foad veennas. Jutging from.the general, sharacherof the ldkes, ponds, and marshes on the outer fri 2 of the dalte eonsieting of a
’
startp abort 100 miles wide- Ling the cosa, the majornesting gromd, as well as feeding aren, is in the sone enbrac Ereshand raektsh water habitat. Tha area is so vast that it is cub of thequeshion te e ae ite espabiiities on the bestia of auch Little tineaS we Were to thet. it is af such great lopertence, however,thet intensive stulies should be initiated ag soon as sireumistences pertaht. it ig here, rather then at other points in the Territory,where onibeudive handing prugren should be onferteaken. Hires of Vater foul

RG 22, EWS
Cub) Gen.Cor IS4O-1456 éPo 235 senlyory [BUONEN Ou) Jo S6UIPIOH paylssejaaq / Payissejour] oy} WOs| peonpoidey



auld be Loseted hete as compared with a were hendful on « similar witaf water eres sleevhers. Iighed in order of their abumience, tha fallow
dng species ocew here as nesters, migrants, or both: Pinball, seaup,

| tou, teldpete, shaveller, cackling goose, exmperer goose,
whiteafronted goose, aider,brant, sooter, and whietling sven.

There is an Indies Services teechow, Kitiingesied, et Mountain Village
dolmw « great désl of bending werk and whe I understand would weleans on
opportunity te enter the Fish end Widlife Service. Killingsted has hed
Baloagies) teainine and get Ors. timn SUL rey: aonlieetion far at
SO RR ON AE Ry AE He Fes BAR. ‘if rele Oe: adaL UES
employment. He has taught at Mountain Village since 1941and thus la
quite fantiiar with the general territory. If a

banding program eanbeeotnetak Brie,
ee Fina Fie tel tay “Sverre, greesn ot ahd

Se & Ewe eppeetees, ah sc +,SELES. babe LI Wed SAS de TAS ee Ares. ASS SSRSON raYe Bo ALSESS ORE hie
Me. Killingstad's assietance be oblalaed.

it is erbimeted that mat more than 106,000 waterfowl of «1 kinds
were ohgerved in the flying we did over the Kuskolwim-Yuken ares. The
majority of the bimia ware aleme the consh.

Wht stl-ing
wera avery

Weerin in the aAntes! ae sr mash a? ths ialeoe gad. pwd sy Suypertod at
4,

fywater
te
a

Leash one poly. Littla browm cranes worewe Likewise welldistributed,
.

Tt is my umderstanding from discussing the matter with the Ghie? «f
ie Maske Firs Gontrol Serrvies thas wildfires ane

8 major concern in
fall as

very Ligat, and &uring the aumer aeason tha Sonia |beeones
extremely dey, TheEskimos are éurelesa about lsaving eampfires
unattended and are chiefly casnonsible For fire damage Lo #hs nesting

aa

ese. extensive werberfowl

2 ea cP ex

eeemds. TH SOs FOara HeLy” thousands of SePag aft priseayy PHORing GOYST
_ are destroyed by fire during the helgit of the Woeding season. These

apg elian, anh heenlh At PEE ae hb, Ba ae, oardike
a

be Plas Sued deePamet RA RS
Were,Wi aliens Add te UR RAR ew AAAS oso th,sePo WS A USES veLayef course, is throughpublic relations, and this joo ean be hendled only

by having a resident maneger on the ground. There are some excellent
epoortunitios for doing original work in weterfowl manageasnt on the -
Rugkohwim-Yuken area, and the nesd for carrying on an intensive bending
program over a period of years, along with the breading proms) surveys,
behavior studies and

ecological staziies,warrants assignment of trained
pergomel to this arsa ab an early date.

From the bile? serial reoonmalssance made of this area, ‘the range
appeared to be in griod comiitien. To arcas wore observed vhere there
WEE evidence ot exceuaive ugo. Tt 49 wnderstead thet the sumer renee
ae in excellenk soni tion, though the winter FaURS for xeinieer ia

ej
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deficieut on some portions of the islend. Judging from ou Meld ohyer
vations and informetion secured From personnel on the islend, there is
omple yerrmroumd vangs Por the prasent bert of musk ox, Agcordingte.dae Warwick, who asateted Palmex during theearly history of the proj.
aot, musk ot do considerable bowing during the winter season, Tt is
quite posaible that a further detailed ground survey of Nunivak will
veveal exmassive wae of

browse
where the teodline groude of reindear

and musk ox overlap.
Se for as the musk oxen are goncorned, Mir. Ball. inelnded din his

a rather complete summery of the animals which were ocbgerved on
the islend. Jeiging from the number of young thet were sean, it is my
belief, baged upon iformetion available with respect to herds olsewkers,
that the ‘present herd reflects a normal rete af increas. Tt is reported
thet the oxen do not breed until they are three yoara old, end ewn then
the eows eave only in alternate years, ulless the calves are foretbly
geaned or lost in the first year. ‘Twine are iow bub seem to be very
emeptionsl., So far as aan bea ascerkatned, one or tuo aallved a yoo in
@ herd of ten ig normal. On the Thelen sanatuary in Gauade, whore thereis @ herd of about 300, the Canadian offielals esestimate the yearly

inorease
would be "upwerds of 30 calves. Thle they consider to be

The extent to which the musk oxen may range in a short period of
tiwe is indicated by aerial observations made on the Thelon sanct in
1936, wherein it was noted that the animate drifted es mth as 20min & 24-hour period. On the Canadien musk oxen ranges, It is :
that the animale frequent the wot pastures along the water during the
simmer season. th the early fall they stert moving inte thehighlands
nearby. Informebion in the Litereture indieates that musk oxin feed
vather on eillow when it fo aveileble. Thare is a possibil~
ity that the disteltutlon of willow growthdetemuines the range territorythat might be aelected by au individual hard,

wneh
ie gonereLiy amall

and consiete usually of four to eix animals. In flying over Bunivek,I noticed one pateh of willows bordering « drainage runing sorbhwerd
from Twin Mountain. and whieh was practically kivied out. te not

wae of nourse, whother thie might have been the reault of heavy

Wut. we have conareate ovidence of senconal or other range require«
mente of the mak oxen, 14 ta urged thet the reindeer herd on the island
be kept Crom exceeding the present Jevel of about 7,000 animals, 14
would appear from Iecal informibion thet the lichen range is in fale
goniition, Singe the Lichen seems to be the primtiipal food of the rein«
dear, it would appear that there would be no ecommatition withthe musikk

Sen

ie
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oxen for oasenblel forage, mlase the raiwleer herd built up to a polmt
where they were forced to make heavy use of the willows and grasses

nagenant problem hore is one of keeping the totel population.
ae enguletetes within the carrying capacity of the tenge. For thie pur
pose, seasonel surveys showld be mule by a person experienced in Judging
Socal, tange conditions avi having a general knowledge of plant ecology.

Helierds vac the marshes and x Black brant frequent.
soma portions of the cossh Line, Little brown eranea are very common.

This is exelent moose conge, and because of the variety of hable
tet encompassed in the area, which extends from the Tamena River up intethe it. Heyes Ratige, Big Dalta supports 4 verlety of wildlife. There

the
ave some brow heave, phamlgen, and waterfowl. We saw aire mose on

‘¢ Delta eves then anywhere elee in the Territory. The range is in
good condition at the present tims. There ave some opportunities for
meirbeining good forage conditions through controlled burning, The bige
G &&tions«ast pr Thera are gona yatherfowl areas deserving of cereful. sinh. They

blems at tha present time are lew enforcement and public rele-

do not, howaver, compare in importance with the KuakelorimeTuken aves.

Copper River Flats
tur brie? aerial recommelasence of this area failed to yevsel say

ther‘arent we dau, I wouldcomenbration of waterfowl. Compared with o
moe from the standpoint@lass Copper River ax being of sec:ondary

of praiuetion. Thare is reason to believe that it is teporhant to large
mumbers of waterfowl duting wisrations, and some waterfowl ere understood
to winter in the vielnity, The nature of the area is euch that it would
nod aerve ea a base Zor an inbensive bending program.

There ave problems arising on the mnindand, povtioularly atjacent
to population canters euch as Anchorage, that require sericne considera
tion of the oftmade propedal thet deer ba stocked on portions of the
moose range. Tho mode, of course, ©amot withstand the heavy shooting
pregsure that has de wie af the Temeitory during the
pest few years. Thus, Uf big game continues to be available within

ai
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reasonable distance ef placds such ag. Anchorage, hunting of this specieswill have to be restedeted in prepertion ta the anne, ineremont of a -

fully stocked renge or an athototmadeto moe} the hunting pressure by |

introducing deer, whieh could in some sections become more abundant thannose. Personally, I would hate te see dear displace modce on the
vanges where tha letter spactes te sti? present in reasonshle numbers.On tht othor bend, atecking deer may have someworth from the atamipoinsof mecting inoresased Gemand for opportunities ta tata hig game, and posesibly In the "shot ok! araas some attention should be #iven to shockingof deer on an experimental begie.

According te. the information which some of the Fisheries Research
men have essenbled through their “teld studios, the brown bears haveinoreased to the polnt where their present numbers rapressnt.a heavydrain on the ascapeman’ of spawning salmon in some important streams.Theve are indications from the field data thet brom bears should be
subjected to more control on some portions of Kodiak isiand, fdrinetence, than ocewa at the present time, Xt would seam from the
information at hand thet we should give serious gonsideration to manage.mont of tha bear populebion by directing hunting pressure, ad gould be .

accomplished through opening or closing spucific areas in acesrdancewith needs to regulate the population.
.

Fron disqussions withMisherles persomel engaged in strean waNeys,the beaver population in apecifle areas ia in needof grenter control, inthe interest of maintaining the salmon industry. ‘there are. many sreaswhere the prasence of beaver is not in conflict with meintaining salmon
| Yuns. On the other hand, there are other inetances where the beaver araan important limtting factor,

REG:mb
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fChie?frision of Wildlife Refuges *

v Shit
Chief, Secsof operations, Div. of

winaisth Serugs
: suspen Report on Inspection of

Alaskan istingand Prd¢spective/Wil

Nssy

Qn the morning of July. 22, 1947 the writer,
|

accompanied by Mrs badEeGriffith, Chief of Habitat. Improvement of theWildlife Refuge Division, set—
; purpose of delivering the aircraft to Alaska and to inspect existing andpro-

and administrative problems:incident thereto,’ in accordance with letter of
travel instruction dated‘July 10, 1947." The route was planned to include a.

' stopat Gillette, Wyoming to check the progress of the work being performed
by the Casper Flying Service on Predator & Rodent Control Division Cessna.

spective wildlife refuges in the territory and to determine the biological

aircraft NC-704. We arrived in Gillette on July 23 and proceeded from there
|

to Seattle via Billings, Montana, arriving in Seattle on the evening
July 2. Enroute the Turnbull National Wildlife Refuge was inspected from the

‘.air and a.small fire of approximately 2 acres extent and well under control
“by the refuge personnel was observed, On July 25 a standard 30-hour check
and necessary adjustments were made to the aircraft by NorthwestAir Service:' at Boeing Field, Seattle.’ Mr.Griffith and the writer spent the day contacting

‘Fisheries and Game Management Division officers and Mr..Knott and Mr. Lochhard
: of the State Fish and Game Department. Mr. Brooks of the War Assets Administra-_
_ tion was contacted and information

obtained relative to suplus equipment available.

: Departure from Seattle was. at 2340 PM. An aerial survey was made enroute of
Work: on. the aircraft was not completed until the afternoon of July 2 .

"the: Dungeness Spit Refuge and the proposed Snohomish Refuge north of Seattle
‘and a refueling stop was made at Vancouver, British Columbia. The next: stop.
‘ was' at Port Hardy, BaC. at 7325 PM. Here it was discoveredthat the propeller
‘oil seals. were leaking badly and it was not considered safe to proceed further

. without. having these seals replaced, New seals were ordered from Seattle but
" did not arrive until July.29. They were immediately installed and we departed

—

- from Port Hardy at 3:30 PM. for Annette Island. Pilot Freimuth and Regional,.
- Fisheries Supervisor Scudder met us at the Annette Island airport in another.
Seabee and we followed them to Ketchikan, arriving there.at 8 PM. on July 29.
Assistant Director James and Regional Director; Hynes arrived in Ketchikan aboard the)

' vessel Brandt during the night and discussions: were held with them during the —

“
morning of July30 relative to the refuge’ problems: and our proposed. itinerary,

straightened, An examination of thé propeller mechanism disclosed that the —

' piston was approximately two inches ‘out of line and upon taking it apart “it was

found that the three piston guides were sheared at the. base of the cylinder. Ae
" replacement:propeller and mechanism —were available at. Juneau and this. was ;

MraHynes suggested that we keep the Seabee NC~70
for our entire inspection mee

.

Arrangement s were made ‘to depart from. Ketchikan on the afternoon:of. July.30.
_
but these plans were inadvertently changed when the propeller refused to go

from“ reverse pitch to forward pitch as we backed away from the Ketchikan docks.
: This resulted in our ending up among the piling on the far side of the harbor,
a Fortunately the only damagewas a belt right elevator, which was readily

' "1
”

i
7

‘ .
1

‘ ‘
'
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1:40 PM. Enroute the Kuskokwim Delta area
- Kina®ek Bay and northwardto Tuntnuk. Al

€o
:

iy

ae , ~ .

immediately ordéred. The defective cylinder and piston were later forwarded
|

to the factory for replacement and this. was done without cost. duly 31 was
~

spent with Game Management Agent Banta:anda visit was made to the Ward Cove
“Wildlife Refuge on the TongassForest north of Ketchikans On August 1
Pilot~-mechanic Bob Meeks arrivedin the third Seabee with the new prop.
The propellerand control mechanism. were installed and a satisfactorytestflight made. On August 2 we’ set out from Ketchikan for Juneau. Enroute an
‘aerial inspection of the proposed Stikine Flats Wildlife Refuge was made. A
stop was made at Petersburg and a conference held with the Alaska Game Commission,
chairman Harl Ohmer on Alaskan Refuge problems and the proposed operations, We
arrivedin Juneau at 4:55PM.on August 3. Aconference was held with Regional

.

Director Hynes and Regional Game:Management Supervisor- O'Connor in regard to
refuge operations and our prospective itinerary. . During the afternoon a
familiarization and fisheries patrol flight was made in the vicinity of Juneau with
Regional Director Hynes. August 4 was devoted to discussions with Mr. Hynes, —

Mr. O'Connor, Mr. Furness, Mr. Freimuth, and Army Signal Corps and CAA repre-
' sentatives, The plane was serviced and placed inconditionfor departure on

August 5, August 5 - We took off from Juneau stopingat Yakitatand Cordova.
for refueling enroute to Anchorage. An effort was made to contact Alaska
Fisheries Chief, Seton Thompson,and Alaska Fisheries Division pilot Hedlund,

Cordova, but they were out on aerial patrol and time would not permit
awaiting their‘return. We arrivedin Anchorage at 6:40 PM.: Alaska Aircraft
Supervisor Rhode was in the field but contact was made with Game Management
Agent Larsen.

. °
.

“The morningof August 6, accompanied by Geme Management Agént Larsen,
Mr. Griffith and the writer made a thorough aerial and ground inspectionof
the Kenai, Refuge and burned area, A stop was made at the town of. Kenai and
-the Fish and Wildlife Service residence there inspected. We proceeded south
to Homer, thence to Lakeview, where’a conference was held with Alaska Game|
Commissioner Simons on refuge matters. We returned to Anchorageat 7:25 PM.

_

Qn August 7 a 30-hour check was performed on theaircraft at Anchorage and

conferences were held with WAA Assistant Administrator Sharp and Mr. Louis, ~

Mr. Mathews, and Mr, Morrison of his staffin regard to the availability of
' surplus propertyin the territory.: August 8 - Aircraft Supervisor Rhode

returned to the Anchorage Office and the morning and part of the afternoon
was spent in conference withi him on Alaska aircraft problems, The writer

— ;- and Mr. Griffith departed from Anchorage in NC-740 at 4:15 PM; remained

overnightat. McGrath. On August 9 we departed from MeGrath at 9:15 AM. and
‘inspected the prospective refuge area along theIMnok@ River West of McGrath
to the Yukon River. Agas stop was made atAnfiakand the prospective water-

. fowl refuge area between the: Kuskokwim,at Yukon and Bethel were inspected .

from the air and stops were made in softe of the lakesto determine the available
aquatic and emergent vegetation. “We arrived at Bethelat 5:30 PM. |

co

weather wasunsuited for, flying during the morning of August 10.
: ed fromBethel.for Nunivak Island at

‘Conditions improved in the afternoonand we depart
from Bethel west and. southwest to
anding was made atTununuk and we

arrived.at the village of McKorryk, Nahivak Island, at 6:10 FM. , wherewe were .
met by Douglas Gray, Acting Regional Refuge Supervisor. Discussions were held

. \
.
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. Frank Beals and Mr. Gray.

by weather. We arrived in Anchorageat 3 P.M.
r

R ;

in the field with Assistant Secretary Warne and a Congressional party. Dis-

other naval officers in regard to surpus materials.

>

of

with Mr. Gray and with the Reindeer Servicels representative, wire McClellan,
'

“during the evening. August. 11 was devotedto flying over Nunivak Island. -
Landings were made at Nash Harbor and discussions held with.Refuge Manager .

‘
"

The morning of August 12 was spent in further aerial reconnaissance of
Nunivak Island in company with McClellan of the Reindeer Service. A landing
was made at Nash Harbor and further discussions held with Refuge Manager Beals
and Mr. Glaser. A conference was held with Gray and McClellan and we departed
for Bethel at 5:35 PM. Enroute to Bethel a reconnaissance was made of the

_
‘

- prospective waterfowl area ‘in the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta from Tununuk
ofHazenBay and eastward to Bethel, We arrived at Bethel at 7:50 PM. ~

- Mr. Belcher of the Juneau Office of Indian Affairs was contacted at Bethel
| and Nunivak operations discussed with him. On the morning of August 13 we

departed from Bethel for Fairbanks, arriving there at.4:25 PM. Contact was
made with Frank Dufresne Jr, and his program discussed with him.

.

The morning ofAugust -.a check for an oil leak disclosed loose crankcase
nuts, These were tightened and we departed from Fairbanks at 10:35 AM.,
accompanied by Messrs. Griffith and Defresne for the Big Delta, An aerial
survey. was made of the proposed Big Delta buffalo range, A refueling stop was

—

_. made ad the Army Base at Big Delta and we returned to Fairbanks at 4:30 PM.
Alaska Game Comiiissioner Forbes Baker was contacted and discussions held in.
regard to the Alaskan refuge program. Conferences were held with Mr. Irving

. “Re@d and Jack Warwick in regard to the muskoxen. A'conference was held with
Frank Dufresne Jr. in regard to his work for the remainder of the summer and

'. disposition:of his equipment, August 15 - Our departure for Anchorage was
delayed until’ 10:30 AM. because of weather and it was necessary to proceed via
Big Delta, Gulfayna and Palmer into Anchorage, as’ the other passes were closed

' Ajreraft Supervisor Rhode was

cussions were held with pilots Hedlund.and Bragg and George Kelgz and Dr.. -

“Rounsafell of Fishery ‘Biology. Seabee NC-740 was turned over to Alaska Amphibious

Airmotive for a lo0-hr. check.

On August 16 Grumman Goose NC-710 was test-flowh. Accompanied by Messrs. :

(Griffith, Kelt and Rounsefell:we departed in NC~710 from Anchorage at 4:35 PM.
.

for Kodiak, arriving at Kodiak Naval Air Station at 6:30.PM. On August 17°

an aerial survey was made in Grumman Goose NC-710 af Kodiak Island, accompanied
|

by Messrs. Griffith, Kel , Rounsefell and Fisheries Agent Marcus Myers. |

Landings were made at. Karluck Lake and Olga Bay where. fisheries operations were
inspected, Returned to Kodiak Naval Air Station at 8:20. PM. Minor damage

resulted to the left wing float when the wet brakes failed to work after:
.

landing and it became necessary to use the ‘port engine to keep the aircraft
straight on the landing roll. ‘The morning of August 18 was spent in making
contacts with Captain Blaisdell of the 17th Naval District Supply Corps and

We departed from Kodiak

at 12:45 PM. with Messrs. Griffith, Kel% and Rounsefell and landed at Brooks Lake.
Messrs. Kel® and Rounsefell were left at Brooks Lake and the writer and
Wr, Griffith returned tq Anchorage at’6:50 FM.’ August19 wes spent making 7
‘contacts at Fort Richardson in regard to available surplus equipment, These

-
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contacts. were not completed until late afternoon and weather conditions would
not permit departure that day. August 20 - we departed from Anchorage at -

8:15 AM. in Seabee NC~740, refueled qat.Yakitat and arrived in Juneau at 3:55 PM.
Discussions were held with Messrs. O'Connor, Freimuth and Furness. The morning
of August 21 was devotedto conferences with Messrs. O'Connor, Hynes and Seton
Thompson, At2:40 PM. Mr. Griffith and the writer departed from Juneau via
Pan American Airways, arriving in Seattle at:8:15PM. On August 22 we departed
from Seattle via Northwest:Air Lines and arrived in Chicago at 10:15 FM. that

.

evening. ‘

During the period of this tripapproximately 13,000 miles were covered by
‘ air in 32 days, including conmercial transportation from Juneau back to Chicago.
Of these 32 days, 9 full days were spent on the ground. performing administrative
duties, for mechanical reasons,or because of weather. 5 of these9 days were
attributed directly to mechanical work. 2 were chargeable to a combination of .

administrative duties and mechanical work; 1 maybe chargeable directlyto |

‘administrative duties; and one to a combination of administrative duties and
|

weather. :

John N. Ball

»
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Refuge Inspection Report

Kenai National Wildlife Refuge

General

The Kenai Refuge includes approximately two-thirds of the Kenai Peninsula.It is accessible to Anchorage and Seward. A new road is in process of constructionwhich will make the area readily accessible. This road extends from the town ofKenai more or less paralleling the Kenai River north of Skilak Lake, thence to
Kenai Lake, Seward, and northward along Turnagain Arm and Chickaloon Bay. The
north end of the refuge is timbered with spruce, aspen, birch, and willows, the
climax being spruce. This northern area is covered with myriads of lakes and
sloughs and traversed by the Chickaloon River, Swanson River, and the Moose River.
The lakes vary considerably as to the amount of aquatic and emergent vegetation.
The north end of the refuge north of the Kenai River and Skilak Lake is generallyflat with occasional ridges. The area is a terminal mefing build up.

The Kenai River cuts through theapproximate middle of the refuge and extends
from Skilak Lake westward to Cook Inlet at the town of Kenai. This river is
navigable to Skilak Lake for a small boat although there are several stretches
of fast water. It, as well as Skilak Lake afford good trout fishing. The water
in both Skilak Lake and Kenai River is relatively clear with only a slight color

’ from glacial silt,

South of the Kenai River to Tust@¢mena Lake the lands are wooded but do not
have the lakes found to the north of the Kenai River, There are, however,
numerous sloughs and bogs. The principal rivers in this area are the Killey
and the aeaeay both flowing into the Kenai River. Lake Tust#mena is a very
large lake but the water is very chalky from glacial silt. South of Lake
Tustémena the country rises and changes from forest to range, vegetation becoming
mountainous meadow lands. In the vicinity of Homer in the southwest end of the
Peninsula some farming and hea lands are found. The east half of the Peninsula
rises sharply into rugged 44Y mountains and glaciers in excess of 6000 ft,.elevation.
Kenai Fire

The whole of the Kenai Peninsula west of the mountains was given a thorough
aerial coverage at an average altitude of approximately 150 feet abovd the ground.
The burned-over area is located primarily north of Skilak Lake and the Kenai
River, although some small. patches were burned south of the Kenai River. The fire
was completely extinguished; the weather was clear; and we were afforded an
excellent view of the entire area. The burnédfover the entire area was spotty
rather than solid. Within the periphery of the burned-over area it is estimated
that not over 25% was burned. Much of the cover around the lakes and the sloughs
was left untouched by the fire even though the periphery extended northward
almost to Chickaloon Bay and westwardto the vicinity of Cook Inlet. The fire
apparently originated along the highway approximately 16 miles west of Kenai Lake.
Much of the burned-over area was spruce lands which have no food value for moose.

A landing was made on one of the lakes in the approximate center of the burned
area and a ground reconnaissance was made. Fresh moose tracks, bear tracks,
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Kenai - 2 -

and coyote tracks were observed in the burned areas and a grouse was flushed.The fire did not seem to have been excessively hot in most places since the
moss was only charred on the surface and the soil apparently was not harmed.The bleached skull of one small animal, probably a mink, was found but thiscould well have been dead prior to the fire. No other indication of lossesto wildlife was observed either on the ground or from the air, although
undoubtedly there was some bird and small animal life lost. No remains of
moose could be found. Moose were difficult to observe but one cow moose withcalf was observed from the air within the periphery of the burned aea.

It is felt that the fire will prove generally beneficial to the moose
by increasing the desirable food and cover and the destruction of large tractsof spruce which were beginning to take over much of the range, This sprucewill be replaced by aspen, birch and willow, which will afford valuable moose
browse. It is felt that sufficient unburned area remains within the peripheryof the burned to provide the necessary food and cover to carry the present
moose population through the winter without undue hemiing.42rd ship pees

Recommendations ;
The Kenai. Refuge presents the most pressing problem of any of the areas

in the Territory. The area requires and is well adapted for management, both
for moose and for waterfowl. This management should include control burning
to maintain the necessary moose habitat and prevent the climax spruse from
taking over the range.

The north end of the Peninsula is potentially an important waterfowl area.
;

The many lakes now support a light population of ducks and swan, but it is
felt that with the proper cover management and the establishment of more

|desirable aquatic feeds the waterfowl usage can be materially increased.
Mountain sheep and goats were observed along the ridges on the extreme east
side of the refuge and on the ridges overlooking the west end of Kenai Lake. i

The project is accessible and becoming more so through the completion
of the road which is already passable to Alaska's largest city of Anchorage
and to the town of Seward. The area affords excellent recreation in the
form of fishing on Skilak Lake and the Kenai River, and for moose hunting.
The opening of the road presents serious problems of trespass and of squatters
moving in. ‘There is already some indication of squatters setting up cabins
within the area, The Kenai Peninsula has much to offer for settlement and
it is anticipated that increasing pressure will be exerted to open up more
and more of the Peninsula for homesteading.

For the reasons as outlined above, it is felt that the Kenai Refuge should
be treated as a management area with controlled hunting as conditions warrant
and that it be placed under immediate administration, The Fish and Wildlife
Service owns a good 7-room house in the town of Kenai adjacent to the Kenai
airport. This would be the logical location for refuge headquarters. it isaccessible both by air and by water. In order to properly handle the immedi-~
ate management and patrol problems it is felt that a minimum of a refuge
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manager and assistant should be assigned to the area without delay. TheFish and Wildlife Service house at Kenai is being occupied on a month-to-monthbasis by a road commissioner engineer and it is recommended that he be givennotice so that the refuge manager assigned may take over the dwelling.Warehouse facilities are necessary. The Service owns a small log cabin inback of the dwelling which would be suitable for a stable and limited storagespace, The Army has some Quonsets located on the Kenai airfield near ourdwelling and a request should be made for two ofthese units, together withthe site location, to be used for storage purposes,’ This request may beaddressed to District Engineer, Alaska District, Corps of Engineers, Anchorage,Alaska, attention of Real Estate Division.
The equipment required to place this project under administration shouldinclude a D-4 tractor with angledozer, 2 saddle horses, a LCVP landing craft,cartop boat or canoe with small outboard motor, 1 panel truck, one 23 or 3 tonstake truck, one 14 ton combination stake and dump truck, 1 23 KW generator,1 snomobile, two-way radio set up on 3207.5 ke., one 6 - 8 cu. ft. refrigerator,snow shoes, skis, miscellaneous small tools, portable fire pump, hose and-other equipment& oil heating stoves. Much of this equipment may be obtained from

‘surplus and Acting Regional Refuge Supervisor Gray has been directed to make
every effort to obtain same at Dutch Harbor and along the Aleutian chain.

Any delay in placing the Kenai under active administration and managementwill make the problems increasingly difficult and it is urged that this projectbe given immediate attention and priority over other refuge projects within the
Territory. It is further urged that a specific request be made to Congressfor funds to place this area under active management. It is felt that the timeis nowappropriate for making such a request since the Kenai has been broughtforciblyto public attention as a result of the recent fire. .
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SUMMARY

A summary of the recommendations for administering the Alaskan Refugeprogram follows:

1. A representative, preferablyMr. Salyer, re~present the proposedRefuge Division program to the Alaska Game Commission at their winter meetingin February 1948, clarifying the misunderstandings that have existed andobtaining the support of the Commission.

é. The Kenai Refuge be given priority in the assignment of personneland funds to place it under active administration, with the assignment of arefuge manager and a refuge maintenance man CPC-5, with headquarters in theFish and Wildlife Service residence at the town of Kenai.
- 3. The Big Delta Refuge be withdrawn and established under ExecutiveOrder as a wildlife management refuge for buffalo and moose. Immediatelyupon establishment of this refuge personnel should be assigned in the formof a refuge manager P-2 to provide the necessary active administration.
he Refuge Manager Glaser remain on Nunivak Island for a period ofone year to obtain the necessary basic data. Unless new findings arebrought to light it.is not felt that this refuge justifies maintainingfull-time administrative personnel thereon. It is believed the refuge interestsmay be adequately handled through occasional visits, implemented by aircraft.not
5. It is/felt that the Kodiak Island Refuge problems are sufficient tooccupy the full time of a resident refuge manager. It is, therefore, recommended thatthe Refuge Division collaborate with the Alaska Fisheries Division and have the ;Fisheries Agent headquartered at Kodiak handle the refuge patrol and public

‘|
relations problems incident to his Fisheries work. Special problems requiringfull-time attentionmay then be handled under assignment of personnel from theKenai Kefuge.

6. It is recommended that the waterfowl breeding range west of the163rd Meridian between the Kuskokwim River and the Yukon River be withdrawnand established as a wildlife management refuge for migratory waterfowl.Thereafter seasonal personnel may be assigned as required.
Ts It is recommended that a refuge manager SP~6 be headquartered atDutch Harbor to handle all refuge problems along the Aleutian Chain; the workof this Refuge Management to be supplemented by one trip a year along theAleutian Chain by Acting Refuge Supervisor Gray.

8. It is recommended that efforts be made to charter the AlaskaFisheries Division vessel"Crane" once a year for Mr. Gray's use on the Aleutiantrip in lieu of the Division continuing the operation of the "Brown Bear".
9. Tt is recommendedthat Douglas Gray be given full authority asRegional Refuge Supervisor for Region 6 and that there be a, clarification ofauthority and fixing of responsibility in the Regional Office for administrationof refuges and the general handling of refuge problems, At the present time
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there is a division in the assignment of authority between Messrs. Gray andO'Connor, This division of authority complicates the fixing of responsibilitiesand results in considerable administrative confusion,
be

10. It is recommended that an agreement be:negotiated with the Bureauof Indian Affairs for the use by this Service of the warehouse located atNash Harbor on Nunivak Island,
il. Quonset huts in the process of being declared surplus should beinspected at Dutch Harbor, Kenai, Seward, Spruce Cape on Kodiak Island,Bethel, Big Delta, and Fairbanks, and suitable warehouse and/or overnightquarters should be requested for transfer to this Service along with theirsites for use in place, This request should be addressed to the District

Engineer, Alaska District, Corps of Engineers, Anchorage, Alaska, AttentionReal Estate Division, and should specifically indicate the buildings desiredby number.

12. It is suggested that further study be made of the proposed InnokoRiver area during the late spring to determine its value as a waterfowl
nesting area before action is taken looking toward its withdrawal and estab-lishment as a refuge. This area is in no immediate danger from the encroach-ment of civilization.
- 12. The proposed Stikine River Flats Refuge is recommended for further
study to determine its value as a migratory refuge before any action is taken
looking toward the withdrawal of this area and its establishment as a waterfowl
refuge,

li. It is practically impossible for refuge interests to be properly
supervised or looked after without having available within the Territory an
amphibious aircraft assigned specifically to the Region for use by refuge
personnel and the Regional Refuge Supervisor, as required, For this pruposethe Grumman Widgeon NC-701 is well adapted to the Refuge needs, It is,
therefore, suggested that consideration be given to assignment of this aircraft,together with its pilot David L. Spencer, to Alaska to be based at the Kenai
Refuge in the town of Kenai, with Mr. Spencer acting in the capacity of
Refuge Manager in charge of the Kenai Refuge.

15. It is recommended that Refuge Manager, Frank Beals, be transferred
from Kodiak Island Refuge to take charge of the proposed Big Delta Refugeas soon as it becomes established, and that his headquarters be Fairbanks.

16, It is estimated the cost of this program,including the charteringof the vessel "Crane" for one trip along the Aleutian Chain each year, will
approximate $55,000. annually.

yall!
John N. Ball
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Way 1, 1941

HWRMORANDUM for the Commissioner,
General Land Office.

Reeotpt is acknowledged of your memorandum of April 25
with attached copy of resolution passed by the Alaska Terni-
torial Chamber of Commerce protesting the establishment of any
additional national monuments, game refuges, bird sanctuaries
or other reservations.

I have carefully aonsidered the resclution of the Chamber
of Commarce but do not feel thet the protest is serious at this
time for the renaon that the proposed Exeuutive order does not
prevent the homesteading of lands to a distance of olx miles.
from the shore line of Gook Inlet, which six-mile strip ia not
withdrawn from entry by the order. Yhia strip of lend will re-
main subject to the primary jurisdiction of your office for dis-
position pursuant to the public land laws applicable to Alaska.

Should future developments indlente the need for making
evableble additional lands for homesteading and agricultural
purposes in the Homer region, there should be no difficulty in
modifying the Executive order to mike that possible.

It will te recalled that the Seoretary at a meating called
sometime ago to diseass the Kenal moose reserve verbally approved
the issuanea of an Executive order fox that purpose. the order
should go forth without further delay.

lra N, Gabrielsan
GAH; jm Director.

BNBEVN Ob BIOrOGICV’ eMBAEA

DEbYB.LINEML OF LHE IALEBIOR
OWILED ely lee

.
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Wi BELEK LO MAY 2 4H
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March 4, 1941. This js an

EXTRA COPY
Driginal filed

| A- 2.MEMORANDUM for the Commissioner,
General Lend Office. ena eon

Recently you mide inquiry of this Service as to

whether or not we desired te retain certain lend on

Kensi Peninsula that owas reserved by Executive Order

No. 8802 for the joint use of the Department of Agricul
ture and the Alaske Game Commission for use aa a wildlife
agent headquarters aite.

.

I am advised by the Alaska Game Commission that they

desire to retain all Sxiating rights in the reservation
_ and I have been requested to so inform you.

W. Prenuerson

GAH:
41

Oo

Acting Direotor.

MAR -~4 194}
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