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MINUTES OF THE~ALA%KA FIELD COMMITTEE MEETING

The Seventh Meetlng of the hlaska Field Commlttee convened on Wednesday,
April 19, 1950, in the Senate Chambers, Juneau, Alaska, and was adjourned
at noon on Friday, Aprll 21+ The following were present:

Secretary's Office
Kennetn J, Kadow, Chairman, Alaska Fleld Commltmee, Juneau
Indian Office :
Don Foster, General Superlntendont, Alaska Native Service, Juneau
Bureau of Mines
-~ S. H. Lorain, Regional Dlrector of Bureau of Mines, Juneuu
Fish and Wildlife Service
‘Clarence Rhode, Regional Director, Juneau
Bureau of Reclamation i : , .
R. C. dJohnson, Assistant Chief, Alaska Investigations Office, Juneau
governor's Office ; o
George Sundborg, Executive Assistant to the Governor }h{l9 only)
Geological Survey  Lew Williams, Secretary of Alaska (L/21)
John Reed, Staff Geologist, Washington
Alaska Railroad
“Del Nucker, Assistant to the General Manager
Bureau of Land Management :
“Towell M. Puckett, Heglonal Admini strator, tndhorage
National Park Service
Alfred C, Kuehl,QSpc01dl Representatlve, San Franclsco
Alaska Road Commission
John R. Noyes, Commissioner of Roads, Juneau (from noon h/20
George Tapley, Chlef, Englneerlng Division (until noon L/20)

Six Year Report.

Maps and graphs.z The Chairman stated that the Program Committee
felt the plaska Six Year Program would be improved by the inclusion of
maps and graphs: marklng off development areas, roads, etc, A discussion
ensued on the size of the map to be used as well as the amount of material
to be covered on the map, It was finally decided to hold the matter in
abeyance until the next Field Committee meeting by which time everybody -
would have had a chance to decide what data they wished to present in map

~or graph form, just how they wished to present it, and the type of map they
- wished to use. Each agency would be responsible for the compilation of
- 1its own maps and graphs and make available 150 copies of each, It was

felt that a standard sized map should be used and that data should be
consolidated wherever possible, The Program Committee also recommended -
that individual Bureau sections of the Six Year Program could be made
more effective by reducing unnecessary detail and increasing the summary
to give a broader insight as to what the entire program called for, Many
suggestions were made by Committee members concerning the choice of
words in the General sections of the report prepared by the Committee
Chalrman, After a longthy discussion of this subject, specific changes
were made that will be reflected in the reV1sed draft,
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The Committee Chalrman reported that several meetlngs took place
in Washington dealing. Wlth the various problems of Field Committee
operation throughout the country and that all recognized the importance
of relating more closely programming and budgeting. The Chairman was
“authorized by the group to formulate the Six Year Report in its final
fbrmland to forward 1t on to Washington w1thout further review,

Bulldlng materlals in Alaska.

The Chairman explulned that a meetlng had been called for April 6
in Washington by Secretaery Chapman and presided over by Assistant
Secretary’Warne, concerning the development of the building industry
in Alaska, The mlnutcs of this meeting were distributed, along with
correspondence on the same subject, The Chairman explained that on his
way back from Washington he had contacted 26 private building companies
in building materials manufacturing in Portland and Seattls, in an effort
“to interest them in solving various aspects of the problem of manufacture
! ey of building materials in the Territory. Mr. Kadow explained that the
, - Alaska Pacific Spruce Compdny of seattle had indicated an interest in the
possibility of develcplng a birch logging operation in Alaska but that
certain problems had been raised in this connection, The most important
of these was the feeling on the part of the private operators that expen-
diture of money on their part to put in logglng roads to some of the best
timber stands would very likely result in the filing of several homesteads
in the best of these timber sources, .Loweldl Puckett explained that the
same problem had been rglsed by the A. K. Wilson Company and indicated
that in the absence of 'a general land classification law the only method
of which he knew that could prevent this from happening was to withdraw
any area needed as a timber reserve. After considerable discussion of
this point, George Sundborg nade the following motion: "Pending passage
of a suitable land classification law or act Br Alaska, at such time as
one or more individuds come to the Department with specific and immediate
plans for developing blrch logging in birch forested areas, the Field
Committee recommends that the Secretary of the Interior withdraw as a
timber reserve an appropriate’ unlt for use for that purpose." The motion
was passed undnlmously.

Mr. Kadow contlnued hlS report by indicating that the Felt Rock
Imﬂ%mn%mﬁﬂwmg%wmmTwm%W&mmmmww

interested in the possibilities of manufacturing rock wool and wished
to know whether or not iadequate limestone and silica rock are available
for the process., Tom Dowllng of Seattle, Washington, Harry J. Shaffer,
Lowell, Washington, and the Washington Brick and Iime. Company, Spokane,
were all interested in the manufacture of brick and brick-tile and other
clay products. They are particularly anxious to know what the raw
material resovrces for this operation would be in the Anchorage and
Fagirbanks areas., The Northwest Insulation Company of Spokane, Washington,
indicated their Wllllngnoss to manufacture gonolite in the Territory pro-

vided vermiculite was avwllable. John Reed and S, H, Lorain did not know
of any, , S '
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The Smithwick Cdncrete Products Company of Portland, Oregon, has
indicated their willingness to nanufecture haydite providing satis-—
factory raw natcrlals are avallable.

Mr. Kadow explalned that the interests of all these manufacturers
was contingent upon some fairly rellable analY81s that would indicate

a satisfactory market demand.

‘The‘Chalrman 1nfbrmed the Field Committee that a building materials
meeting involving each department interested in building materials in
Alaska and bullding material manufacturers and architects, was planned

~for May 9:-at the headquarters of the Alaska Military Command in Anchorage.

He hoped that each agency of the Department wi.th special interest in thls
subject would be represented.

John Roed 1nd1cated that the Geological Survey was prepared to inter-

pret information already available on limestone and shale for the benefit
- of the Bureau of Mines in assisting to locate these materials in commercial

quantities. Mr. Reed also indicated that it might be possible for the
Geological Survey to put a man on this work this surmer if the purpose
Justified it. Mr, Idraln stated that his bureau had placed sufficient
importance on this progrdm to assign two nen starting almost immediately
to work on this problem throughout the summer, He also indicated that

- necessary testing could ‘be done by his bureau but that psrhaps some

practicable commer01dl testing could be done by the interested parties.
Mr. Kadow explained that some of the firms had indicated their willing-
ness to test fea51ble samples if they could get themn,

Concerning the avalldblllty of raw materials for haydite, John Reed
indicated that satlsfactory materials might be available in the Anchorage

~area, in the general d1v1de area of the Rail Belt around Windy, and in

the Healy claystone. He further stated that some of these materials
might be suitable for brick and tile but that he doubted their availa-
bility in the Fjlrbanks area any nearer than Healy.

- Mre Johnson expldlned the special interest of hlS bureau in possolanic -
material to be used in concrete. He indicated that probably 10,000 barrels
would be required in thlS connection on the Eklutna Project and that it
reduces cement requlrcments from 20 to 30 percent,

" Culminating the dlscu581on on bulldlng materials, Mr. Kadow requested
that each agency of the Interior Department with any mntemplated building
program for the Rail Belt should list specifically the building program
contemplated and 1nsofar as convenient estimates of materials likely to
be required in them, This should be done as soon as possible and should
cover a period of at luast six years, Mr. Nucker of the Alaska Railroad

-explained that rapid progress was being made in the developing of a bulk

cement project by private interests at Anchorage, It is expected that
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this facility will be in full operation by the middle of summer., This
precipitated a, discussion of the cement manufacturing project at Healy.

The recommendation of the Committee was that appraisal of raw materials

for cement manufacture continue until the study is satisfactorily completed.

The Committee agreed that it might be possible for a small cement
manufacturer to consider the project feasible provided raw materials were
satisfactory, and with the exception of the National Park Service (Kuehl),
authorized its Chairman to continue his efforts to interest a small in-
dependent menufacturer in it. However, the Committee cautioned that
under the circumstances of the present outlook md the Hutton Report,
care should be exercised to not make this opportunity appear too optimistic,
since there seemed to be many questions about the feasibility of any cement
project in Alaska,

Modification of Tetlin Indian Reservation Boundary.

The Chairman indicated that the Indian Bureau and the Secretary!'s
Office had concurred in the advisability of nodifying the western boundary
of the Tetlin Indian Reservationh. The Alaska Native Service and the Bureau
~of Land Management have agreed upon the following western boundary descrip-
tion which will be recommended to Washington for action:

Beginning at the mouth of Porcupine Creek, tributary

to the Tanana from the north; thense south to the center
of the Tanana River; thence westerly along the center
line of the Tunana River to the junction with the Tok
River; thence southerly along the center line of the

Tok River to the intersection of the Tok Cut-0ff Road
right-of-way; thence easterly following natural divide
between tributaries of the Tetlin lakes and the tribu-
tary to the Little Tok River, etc. : ‘

No. change of the north boundary of the Indian Reservation is con-
templated and the highway right-of-way through the Reservation has been
satisfactorily handled. When action on the above recommendation is
completed, this will dispose of the problem raised several months ago.

Status of Seatrain Proposals.,

Mr. Nucker reported that three private concerns had been negotiating
with the Department for the Seattle or Portland to Whittier seatrain run.
No formal agreement has been reached as of this time but it is expected
that an agreement will be signed in the very near future with the National
Bulk Carriers, Inc. This will be a private operation from beginning to
end with all of the money supplied by the private interests. If tonnage
is available, it is possible that a boat will be run twice a week, hauling
80 cars on each trip. The Company expects to be in operation not later
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~~ than Septerrber l, but thls is no*b ’ooo probaole. It is felt that this

seatrain operation Nill ei‘fect 4 very substantlal reduction in rates
and save. time in shlpment, and reduce materially damage claims, as well

- as costs for stevedoring operatlons in both Seattle and Whittier. The
running time for this operatioan is estimated at four days. The whole .

_ operation is oontlngent upon the availability of Whittier as a port.

Mr. Kadow reported tna.t the Departmart seemed to be entirely confident
that Whittier would bciunder its Jurlsdlctlon in the very near future.
Both the Division of Territories and Islznd Possessions and Assistant
‘Secretary- W'lrne's oiflce 80 ‘informed hlm. :

Mr, Kadow explalned a seatrawn proposal by the alaska Ferry and.
Terminal Oompany for Px'lnce Rupert throughout southeastern Alaska to
Haines and return. Mr. Hawthorne, President of this company, has been

»askcd to submit a detailed prospectus of what he plans to do,. Accord-

ing to Mr. Hawthorne, ’;Jhls will also be a conpletely privately-financed

| -operation from beg:mnz,ng to end but he is asking assistance of the

Territorial Government}ln landing facilities at the various stopping

‘points enroute, AS this operation is now contemplated, it would load

trailer trucks at Prlnce Rupert and set off trailers at each town to

" be delivered at the doors of the companies us:Lng the service, They

would be reloaded 1nSufar as possible and picked up on the return trip
and delivered at the rall head at Prince Rupert.

: No evaluation of the prOJect was atte*npted at this time'by the
Field Commi ttee because of the absence of basic information regardlng J
the financial: soundness of the company involved and details of their

‘operating scheme, It is simply reported here to familiarize the

Department of the fact tndt the operatlon 1s proposed,
Colonel Noyes: wan’oed it understood that thls prop051t10n was.
entirely independent from the Road Commission's ferry plan, and that

~Mr.:Hawthorne was d01ng this entirely on his own. Colonel Noyes further

pointed out that we should not get behind: thls deal prematurely and that
any attempt to put thls over, if it is not economically feasible, mc;y :
cause ‘the whole operdtlon to fall on its face and thereby :Ln,jure the
idea for many years to come. ‘Kadow stated that as soon as the economic
prospectus of this pI‘OJ(,Ct was developed, he would submit it to Washington
for approval there. If the prospectus comes in Jjust before the next Field
Commi ttee meeting, he mll discuss it there prior to sending it to
Washington. Mr. Nucker asked that no publ:Lc 1nformat10n be given out
concerning the seatraln operatlon to the wes’cward.
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L Alaska Legislative Progr;'am;

Examlnatlon of each ager

~and that the Department's rlgh‘b to issue grazing leases on this land was
Lo This important development will simplify the administra-
tion of grazing lands at

there in the very near future.

The Chairman read é repor£ prepared by R
March 22 setting forth t
~Program,

. Co Price under date of

he present status of the Alaska Legislative

1, Since the standing 'of the VaI‘lOU.u bills changes rather rapldly,
. .the March 22 letter is n
B kbers wishing a copy of i

ot 1ncluded, but is avallable to Commi ttee mem-
't’. : : K

cy's Alasz{a 1dnd holdn ngs - Wlthdrawals.

I\fr. Puckett explalr

300,000 acres had been d

now undisputed.

ed. brlefly the program for review of all public

land withdrawals by Director Clawson and gave a brief discussion of the
‘Bureau of Land Managemen
~proposed examination of

t!'s activities with other departments and their
land withdrawals. He explained that nearly
eleted from the Naval Reserve at Kodiak Island

Kodiak materially. Grazing leases will be issued

It is expected that the Dunbar Area with-

drawn for agricultural study in connection with the Department's settle~

‘ment plans will be returned to the public domain in the very near future

~ with adequate public announcements to the effect that the land is not
generally suitable for agrlculture.

e public domain until: thelir studies were comple'bed.

. was considered vhen the
~one mile wide completely around the island near Kodiak where cattle

"He claims to have no fur

Mr, Puckett reporteid that the Group Settloment Commttee meeting in
| Washington gave no indication of returning other withdrawn areas to the

It is Kadow'!s belief

that they will find a way to open up a portion of the Kenai Peninsula
as rapidly as the studles are done and that even without special classi-

fication legislation or |
real value from the studles to the settlers :mvolved although the problems
under these c:chumstances Wlll be many .

3

|the settlement bill, they will be able to reflect

Clarence ‘Rhode dlscussed reserves under jurisdiction of his bureau

and indicated that only

of any concern to anyone in the foreseeable future.

'bhat either of these ‘sho

‘develépment has had some

'the Kodiak and Kenai Reserves were likely to be
He did not think
uld be modified and he stated that development
Kodiak reserve was set up by leaving a strip

successSe A 31m11ar, although smaller, area

was named in the Executive Order setting aside the Kenai Moose Range,

of Land Management,
near Falrbanks could be

CAgricultural posmbllltles are being explored in this area by the Bureau
Puckett asked whether o3 not the Muskox Reserve

returned o the pubhc domain, Rhode was of the

impression that it already had been returned and agreed to look into it.

ther interest in it. Don Fester indicated that

. nearly 19,000 acres of land at the Eklutna Reserve could be returned to

R@G {2, OCCice

indicated there probably

the public domain,
an interest in this rese
interest was, The Chair
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throu&hout Alaska that cou,ld be returned to the publlc domaln from the
Indian Bureau. These in nearly all cases were small anc¢ insignificant
but should be classified as soon as possible. Apparently, no other
agencles of the Departmen‘b hav(, land in excess to their needs.

Pollcy Deus:_ons on Recent Fleld Commlttee Recommendatluns.

Nr. Kadow 1nd10ated that 13- speclflc recommendatlons were pending
at the time of his visit t Washington in February. In the order of
importance these recommenda’clons had been restated ana are as follows:

(1) The 1mportance of prog,ram 1ntegratlon and balance and the
difficulties of attainlng it had been thoroughly discussed with the
Program Staff and nther officials in the Department in Washington. On
the strength of tnesesdlscussn_ons itwms agreed that the primary attempt
of program 1ntegrdtlon and balance must be made in the field. All
recognized that no real balance could be attained uatil there was a
direct relation be’cween programming and budgeting, At this time there

is no effective method of relating the two but greater integration is
requested in Washington as a result of Field Committee efforts to spell
out more clearly the problpn assocn.ated W:Lth programming and budgeting.

(2) A recommenaatlon to Washlngton tha’c. the Chairman of the various
field committees meet to discuss field committee problems was followed
and Walton Seymour, Program Director, held a series of meetings during
the week of March 13. These meetings were extremely beneficial and gave
the Chairman of the Flold Committees an opportunity to discuss their
various problems with Depar‘ tmental policy makers 1nv<)lvec1.

(3) Staff Assmtant to the Alaska Field Committee. - ThlS position i
IR was: discussed at the Ke tchikan meeting and the broad outline of the job e
: set forth in a letter from Mr. Kadow to Mr. Megrath on February l. The i
position was dlscussed in Washington between the Field Committee Chairman,
Assistant Secretary Warne, and Bill Dougherty, and it was generally agreed
that it would be pursued along the lines of the Chairmants letter and that
it was an accurate description of the position, except that the research
aspects of the job were not adequately covered., The research functions
of this position as they relate to field staff work will be directed by
. the Director of ‘the Alaska Field staff, ‘

(L) Pumicite, As a result of earlier field action, the Park Service [
and the Department have prepared a #raft of a proclamation to be issued o
by the President withdrawing these lands for classification. This will
‘have the effect of eliminating certain lands at the head of Kukak Bay so
that pumieite will thereupon be available for disposal by the Bureau of
Land Management., There are approximately 6,000 acres in the tract which
is thought to contain the best known denosn.ts of pumicite, The Park
.Service and the Department speclflcally instructed that all appllcants
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desiring pumicite from Katmal Monument must:take it. from the area elim-

inated from the Monument by the proposed Presidential Proclamation.. The
Proclamation has not yet been issued by the Pre81dent but-no difficulty

is contemplated theremth.

(5) At the September meeting of the Field Committee a general pollcy
recommendation to the Department was passed concerning the operation of
the Alaska Railroad at stateside rates.. Some very substantial reductions
in rates have already taken place by Departmental action, but no general.
policy to establish rates at stateside levels is considered wise at this
time.. Jim Davis, Director of the Division of Territories & Island Posses-
sions, explained that. completion of the rehabilitation of the railroad
will in all probability make possible rates at almost stateside levels
under existing rate policy.. The Department is fully aware of the prob-
lem presented by high freight rates and is'doing everything in its
power to reduce them and still carry out-the operating instructions es=
tablished over a perlod of years by committees of the Congress. .

.(6) Goose Lake Withdrawal, - At the Ketchikan meeting of the Field
Committee it was recommended that 125 to 130 acres be turned over to the
Alaska Housing Authomty immediately for development of housing that
would be available for purchase or rent.. It was also recommended that
the Alaska Housing Authority produce a plot development plan for the
entire land withdrawal, including the approximate 125 acres now under
the jurisdiction of the Mili tary on lease to the railroad. The plan
was to be developed in cooperation with Puckett and Kuehlts offices arnd
approved by the Interior Department. This was to be a preliminary plan
to be used in guiding the eventual development of the area.,. As work in
the area got underway, it was understood that the Alaska Housing Authority
would produce a more detailed plan for the Department!s approval, A plan:
produced in cooperation with Puckett'!s office was later sent to Kadow!'s
office in Juneau and forwarded on to the Secretary's office in Washington, .
Quotlng from a letter from Assistant Secretary Warne under date of
February 15, he states as :Eollows-

n"In response to your previous letter of January 18,
I informed you as to the progress made on the Goose Lake
transfer of 120 acres. I also indicated my approval, with
one exception, of the recommendations of the Alaska Field
Committee looking to the coordinated development of the
entire Goose Lake area.,. I cannot agree with the Committee
that the Alaska Housing Authority be charged with the respon-
sibility for developing the entire area, nor that control of
‘the entire area be transferred to the puthority. However,
this will not prevent coordinated over-all development.

"As to the Fgirbanks situation, in order to hurry up the
process of making the desired land available, the City of -
Fairbanks recorded a deed transferring the area to the United
States. Actually, the title should have been returned to the
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~ Townsite Trustee. Accordingly, a deed has been issued by
“the United States to Towell M, Puckett, Townsite Trustee,
who in turn has deeded the land to the City of Fsirbanks
without any restrictions as to its use, This deed has
been airmailed to the City Manager at Fairbanks,

"I am awarg of the need for equally quick action at Anchoragev
and have instructed all concerned to give this the most speedy
handling possibleJn | oy :

The following is from,ailettercof Februari'lé‘ffom Assistant Sedretary .
Warne regarding the development plan and ‘the recommendations of the
Field Committee: ‘ s '

| M..e As a basis for the integrated development of the S
120~acre tract nbw in process of transfer to the Authority : o
and the balance of the area the proposed plan is most satis-
factory . It may be necessary, as you suggest, to modify
the suggested layout if future needs so dictate. However,
the plan provides a framework within which modifications
may be made,.- ?

"I agree that we are not directly concerned with the
detailed plans for the development of the 120-acre tract;
those plans are. the responsibility of the Alaska Housing
Authority.n {

~As this matter now stands, the Alaska Housing Authority has called
for bids to build 300 houses in the area. All propositions received
thus far have been rejected but additional attempts will be made *to
bring the project about.. | : ‘

: (7) Fairbanks Land Problems In Connection With Housing. ~ Shortly
after the Field Committee meeting, the City Manager, Mr. Call, indicated
that there were some very serious problems in connection with the Weeks
Field Housing Project area having to do with land titles., These prob-
lems were turned over to Mr. Puckett's office and to the Secretary!'s
office in Washington.| In a matter of about ten days a warranty deed

was delivered to the City of Fairbanks by Mr. Puckett. Mr. Kadow took
the opportunity to congratulate the Bureau of Land Management on a
really rapid piece of worke. The Weeks Field Development is going
forward without delayland will produce several hundred units of

housing this summer,: f o

() Land Withdrawals plong Rivers and Lakes For Public Use. — At the
September meeting of the Field Committee a Subcommittee recommended a
policy that was unanimously adopted by the Committee as a whole concerning
this problem. The recommendation to the Department was as follows:
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"General withdrawals along nav1gable streams, lakes, or other waters,
are not justified. The Bureau of ILand Management in cooperation with
the Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Park Service should
make selective mthdrawals. ‘The size and shape of these areas should
be left to the discretion of the Bureau of Land Management and should
vary with the individual situation.  In some cases one or more areas
might be withdrawn and in some other cases an entire lake might be
withdrawn as a public|use site." No official ruling has been yet re-
ceived from Washlngton., However, the officials of the Bureau of ILand
Management in Washington indicated that this was undoubtedly a policy
recommendation that would be implemented. When official notification
is recelved, the Commlttee will be notlfled.

(9) Townsite Plamning,. - A:townSLte‘plaoner for the Bureau of
Land Management was recommended in order to carry out satisfactory

 townsite planning and|to give these plans satisfactory administrative

supervision in lieu of adequate zoning laws by the Territory. The Field
Committee recommended in its September 1949 meeting that the Bureau of
Land Management hire a townsite plamner. This recommendation has been
approved by the Department and the Bureau a and is presently budgeted.

(10) Office upace for Fairbanks, -~ At the September meeting of
the Field Commi ttee Colonel Johnson said that the contemplated railroad
station at Fairbanks would have several hundred square feet of office
space that could be made available for offlces if proper planning were
done. A recommendatlon to this effect was made to the Washington office.
On the basis of present indications it is not likely that the railroad
wild, obtain funds in the foreseeable future for the building of the
railroad station as contemplated As a result, a discussion tookeplace
about the pos31b111ty of developing office space requirements through
some other means, The Field Committee Cheirman was instructed by
Washington to explore this problem thoroughly with the railroad in
order to see if any proposed plan could be evolved, Mr. Kadow asked
the Field Committee for its permission to ‘explore this problem
thoroughly and pursue it in any direction that seemed to the Depart-

ment'!s interest and that had the Department's approval, The Field

Committee as a whole agreed to this proceduro.‘

At the Ketchlkan ‘meeting John Reed also pointed out that it was his
understanding that space in the Geophysical Institute at the University
of Alaska was available for agencies which were doing work related to
this general broad fleld. Upon inquiry of Dr. Moore on this general
subject, Mr, Reed's views were confirmed but Dr. Moore indicated that
space was very llmltea and would have to be obtained through careful
appraisal of all the nceas. Since the Geological Survey would be.
primarily concerned W1th.geophy61cal matters, John Reed agreed to pursue
the matter further and to let the Field Commlttee know the outcome,
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- aired by the Alaskan press, pertlne'lt p01nts made by Secretary Chapman

(11) At the Septembcr meeting of the Field Committee it was pointed
out that an attempt was being made to use soldier script from the First

World War to obtain control of beaches to indirectly control the fish

resource. It was suggested that since soldier script was originally in-
tended to apply to agrlcul’oural lands that perhaps its use could be
limited to that purpose. ‘The matter was referred to the Washington office

for clarification and pollcy decision. Qfficials of the Bureau of Land

Management pointed out that in the absence of land classification law
it was impossibie to apply the limitation intended, The mtter is being
studied further by tht. Bureau of Land V[anagement.

(12) At the Ketchlkan meetlng of the P:Leld Commttee the very con-
troversial matter of Indlan reservations came under discussion and was

~referred to the Washlngtm office for pollcy recommendation, The

Departmet!s policy regardlng this and obher related questions is set
forth in a letter of Aprll 3 from Secretary Chapman to Senator cordon.
Since the letter deals with some of the controvcrqy which was thoroughly

are listed below:

(a) No w:.thdrawal of a substantlal acreage of public
Jand 1nt Alaska, or elsewhere, should be made for
the purpme of establishing an Indian Reservation,
or for any other purpose, without affording members
of the i)ubllc an opportunity to make known:their

~ views in favor of or in opposition to the withdrawal,

The mat*ber of how best the public!s views can be ob-
tained on withdrawals 1nvolv1ng natlonal secumty
is now bei.ng studied.

S (b) - Wlthdrawals of relatively small tracts fr essential
o public purposc,s will be made W:Lthout public hearings.

(c) No fur‘oher public heamngs would be prov:Lded with
respect to those Indian Reserrvatlons previously
ordered by Secretaries of the Interior.

(d) secretary Chapman intends to issue no orders estab-
lishing addltlonal Indian reservations in Alaska
until tnere has been an opportunlty to reconsider
thoroughly the national policy toward the Indians,
and other native groups, This does not affect
reservation orders issued by his predecessors.

(e) Land rights of the Indians and other native groups
in .«xlaska must be protected as long as protectlon
is needed. :
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(13) Budgeting for Alaska on a Calendar Year Basis. - The
following letter of November L, 1949, from Assistant Secretary Warne
on the above subject is in response to & recommendation of the Field
Committee that the Alaska program be on a calendar year basis if possible.
The letter speaks for itself and is quoted as follows:

"The proposal for placing the budgets for Alaska on a
calendar year baﬁis;was considered by the Department and
presented to the Bureau of the Budget in connection with the
preliminary estimates review for 1951, This proposal would
require that the Depar tment receive appropriations for the
first year of operation of such a program on an eighteen
months! requirements basis, In making allowances under the
budget ceiling for 1951 the Bureau of the Budget did not
allow sufficient funds to make this change in programming.,

"Budgeting for Alaska on a calendar year basis is
approved in principle by the Department and we will continue
to press for action to bring about this change, From the
steandpoint of the presentation of the six year program there
is no reason to change the current basis of showing annual
requirements on a fiscal year basis, If the change to a
calendar year basis is approved at some future date, subse-
quent presentatiohs‘offthe glx year program would be made
on. a calendar rather than a fiscal year basis,"

Alaska Mental Health Program,

Don Foster gave a brief summary of Alaska mental health problems and
an appraisal of the fabilities for treating them. He pointed out that the
Departmert is legallyfiesponsible for the treatment of 11 Alaskans ad-
Judged insane. At thel/present time these people are taken to Morningside
Hospital in Portland, Oregon. The facilities there are fairly adequate
for housing insane, but they receive no clinical treatment there, The
Overholser Report recommends & new mental hospital of 350 beds in the
Anchorage area and a smaller facility of 50 beds at Sitka, Mr. Foster
said their report indicated that the hospital should be built at Mt.
Edgecumbe but that the utility situation there and the ANS program for
the next several years made it appear that it might be best if the
hospital were constructed in the city of Sitka, The new development
program of the ANS at it, Edgecumbe will tax the present utilities to
full capacity and Mr, Foster felt that if the hospital were built on
Japonski Island it would have to provide all of its utilities, housing
facilities for regular employces and provide for their own maintenance
and upkeep, He thought it might prove more advantageous to provide for
only one mental hospital in the Anchorage area and not dissipate their
energies between two institutions of the same kind, Mr. Foster strongly
recommended that if a hospital were constructed in southeastern Alaska
that it be placed on the Sitka side of the chamel so that there could
be a close working relationship with the Pioneers Home. Consultant
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services could be obtainéd from the medlcal staff at Mt. Edgecunbe,
Also, Mr. Foster felt that having the hospital on the Mt. Edgecumbe
side would have a negatlve psychological effect on the students there,

Mr, KadOW'reported that a meeting wasiheld while he was in

Washington in Assistant Secretary's Warne's office attended by repre-

sentatives of all interested parties and a course of action was plotted.
The immediate course of action is set forth in a letter from James P.
Davis under date of Aprll 6. The following quotations are taken from
the letter: : ' ‘

nl, To complete a.draft of legislation, to be submitted
to the Congress, which will authorize the construction of the
facilities recommended in the report, and which will provide
for the changes in commitment procedures and handling of mental
patients along the lines recommended.

"2y To preﬁare preliminary estimates for the 1952 fiscal
year to provide for the construction of the facilities, We have
no firm figure reflecting current costs of the proposed facili -
ties but, on the basis of previous data and the rule-of-thumb
estimates of the members of the committee, would anticipate that
the total cost might approximate ~ $10,000,000.

UIt is not finally decided as to whether the legislation
will be prepared as a 'single package! or in two separate bills."

Status of the Dopartmcnt's Legal Counsel

Kadow reported that the position of Legal Counsel for the Department et
in Alaska operating from the Solicitor's Office had been specifically i
eliminated from the budget and that language of the House Appropriation IEh
Commi ttee had specifically indicated that it did not wish to have the
job established, ' The wordlng of the approprlatlon committee is as follows:

"The only 1ncrea3e above the current year for personal
services under the activity tlegal services! is that
requested for the Public Lands D1v1s10n, and no funds
are provlded for legal services in Alaska,t

The Department has 1ndlcated their intention to carry out the intent
of the House Appropriation Commi ttee, thereby eliminating the position
for the present time, @ The executive officer for the Department, Vernon
Northrup, and SollCltor Mastin G. White both 1nd1cated, ‘however, that
if the needs of the individual bureaus were sufficient to justify it,
they could get together among themselves, hire a legal counsel, and

 prorate the costs in proportion to services rendered, Kadow reports

that there is a possibility that the Alaska Native Service, the Road
Commission, and the Bureau of Reclamation may establish a position on
the basis of one-half, one-quarter, and one—quarter, respectively.
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This matter is left entirely in the hands of the three agencies concerned

and must be worked out in the framework of their own appropriation struc-
ture, If legal counsel is provided by the three bureaus, it has been
recommended that the rlnan work at least one month with the Bureau of
Reclamtion in the preparation of a preliminary draft of anAlaska Water

Lawe The outstanding§ experts in the country are with the Bureau in
Washington, Noyes and Johnson thought it important to have any new man

of this character c‘omé to Alaska first and later get his Washington
orientation. They felt that much clearer orientation would be attained ;
in this manner than if the reverse were followed. (Clarence Rhode explained
that the Fish and Wilc;ilife,\.Service was no longer interested in legal counsel
since most of their duties of that nature would be criminal and could
probably best be handl,edfthrough the dfice of the District Attorney,

Consolidation of Alasléa School Systemn,

: The Chairman explained that the request of the Field Committee to

. the University of Alaska to study all ramifications of the educational
problems of Alaska's elementary and secondary schools had resulted in a
series of recommendations by the University Committee which were sent to
Secretary Chapman's office and Commissioner Ryan's office. Recommenda~
tions were reviewed by both groups and are commented upon by them. The
whole matter was referred to the Alaska Field staff with instructions to

pursue it further in the field in an effort to develop recommendations
for review by the Depafrtmen‘b and the Territorial Board of BEducation, This
is presently being done, with a fair possibility of working out something
mutvally satisfactory, : ﬁ ‘ o '

Territorial Park System.

The Subcommittee %:omposed; of Puckett, Kuehl, Rhode, and Sundborg was
called upon for its recommendations concerning a possible plan for a
Territorial Park System. Kuehl read a draft of proposed legislation which
was discussed briefly - Kuehl agreed to make a final draft of this proposed
legislation available to the Chairman for distribution at least one month .
prior to the October meeting, after which time, it is contemplated to refer
the whole matter to the Territorial Government through the Governor's
offices Iikewise Mr. Puckett read a list of possible sites to be considered
in any over-all recreational or scenic program. This list is to be gone
over carefully by the S;ubcommitte'e and specific recommendations made con-
cerning it at the Qctober Field Committee meeting. Mr. Kuehl reported
that the Park Service was initiating in the near future a comprehensive
recreational resources isurvey of Alaska and that this study would probably
contain specific recommendations to the Department and the Territorial
Government covering all ramifications of this problem, -

~ Allocation of Emplqy’e‘e Hoiising in Anchorage and Fgirbanks.

_ Mr. Kadow reported that beginning in August it was contemplated that
apartment housing would b'ekcome available in the project at Government
Hill in Anchorage. He indicated that all space requirements of each -
‘Bureau should be sent in immediately and as accurately as possible,.
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~ giving the total number needed and an estimate as to how many would be
bachelor facilities (renting for about $90) or how many would be one
or two-bedroom, ranging from $115 for the single and up to $125 for the
two-bedroom apartments. There will be no restrictions on children so
far as is now known. i o : :

Mr. Nucker indicated that the Railroad would take fifty percent of
everything as it became available md that the other fifty percent would
be allocated to other agencies of the Department. Xadow agreed to forward
all information to Mr. Nucker as rapidly as his office received it. The
Alaska Railroad would thereby become the official contact with the proj-
ect sponsor in the allocation of ‘the Department's needs. It was made
very clear that an agency could not reserve apartments once they were
made available to them unless they moved in them or unless they made
some arrangements to pa;s’r the rent. The sponsors have no obligation to
hold these apartments, beyond offering them to the Department, after
once they become avai lat?le. o : :

- Mr. Kadow pointed éut‘\ that in Fairbanks he was reasonably certain
that he could get the same arrangements with the Fairbanks Apartments Inc.,
-provided he had an accurate estimate of the Department's needs there, In
his opinion it is too early to supply this information for Fairbanks but aen
~he will proceed to firm up an understanding with the project sponsor, Sie

: In connection with housing requirements for Fairbanks, Kadow pointed
out that a combination housing-~office space deal might be worked out in
~conjunction with the Railroad's needs, This will be explored further

by the Railroad and Kadow, : ~

Employee Health ‘Program.

A communication from Vernon Northrup , Administrative Officer of

. the Department of the Interior, and Donald S. Dawson, Administrative
 Assistant to the President, was read concerning new policy to estab- S
 lish and operate federal employee health programs. After a limited e
‘discussion it was determined that the need in Juneau did not meet the L
requirements set forth 1h this program for 300 Interior employees and :
as a result the group regcqnimended against a participation in the program,

-~

{

Adrninistrative Problems Connected With Staff Assistant.

e The Chairman pointed out that in connection with the use of the newly .
created position of Staff Assistant to the Field Committee it would be S
necessary for each agency using this employee to carry the necessary expenses e

- associated with any assignments involving travel and other expenses. Mr.
Kadow pointed out that small expenditures associated with the routine
operation of this position could be handled from the Field Staff Budget
but any unusual expenditures mst be borne by the agency creating them,
All agreed that this was a satisfactory procedure. A discussion took

- place thereafter in connection with the way in which this position had
been thus far developed. BT j : e ‘
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Railroad Site For Birch Operation.

; ed that the Alaska Paeific Spruce Company had indi-
~cated that in the event they went ahead with their plans to develop a
birch operation there would be a need for a 10-acre tract manufacturing‘
site on the railroad. | The Chairman asked Mr. Nucker . of the Railroad and
Mr. Puckett of the Bureau of ILand Management to let him know what was
available in the vicinity of Palmer that would meet the needs of a saw
© mill and lumber operation on the railroad. Both agreed to do so. '

The Chairman stat

, , | . U
Use of Fish and Wildlife Service Aircraft.

- A statement of thé problem connected with the use of Fish and Wildlife
aircraft was made by Clarence Rhode, This precipitated a general discus—
sion concerning a problem wi th similar ramifications concerning other
agencies as it relates to the use of boats, automobiles, railroad facili- :
ties, as well as aircraft, As the discussion developed it became apparent
that there is no uniformity of handling this problem, and that some agencies
were carrying an undue burden associated with the special use of their
equipment for broad Departmental purposes. The Chairman appointed a
committee composed of (larence Rhode, Chairman, and Del Nucker and
Reinholt Brust to develop policy recommendations for consideration of the
Field Committee at its next meeting, This policy was to . include rates
for the use of aircraft and other kinds of equipment and some statement

as to the authority required before using them. R. C. Johnson and John U
Reed raised the question as to whether or not the Fish and Wildlife Serv- ]
ice welcomed requests fpr‘the use of its planes providing that adequate =
reimbursement for their use was made to the Fish and Wildlife Service,
Rhode indicated that they would be pleased to make the equipment avail-
able to any agency of the Department in order to get a fuller utilization S
of it, but that he could not be certain that equipment would be available i
for such purposes since there were times in the year when it was fully ‘
occupied with Fish and Wildlife Service work, Within the limits of

i

availability, Rhode~exp?es$ed a desire to cooperate.

Landing Barges at Ancho}agé ﬁo Delivér Concréte?Products.

Kadow brought out the fact that three firms (one in Seattle and two S
in Portland) were anxious to deliver light aggregate concrete products o
- to the Anchorage market this year in landing barges and wanted to know N
whether or not these barges could be landed on beaches without going
over the docks, A few committee members pointed out that there were
- several points along the beaches where this had been done in the past,
According to Nucker, the Alaska Railroad had no objection to barges land~
ing at Bootlegger's Cove but doubted that any saving would accrue to the
shipper. Nucker felt that if barge loads of concrete products were con-
templated for the Anchorage market, that they should be delivered to
Seward and that a rate on loaded cars could probably be sufficiently
attractive to offset the problems and expense incurred in trying ‘to handle
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such shipments directly over the beaches, It was pointed out by Nucker
that handling directly over the beaches, while tried in the past, had
never proved entirely successful and it was not likely to prove so in.
this instance. Nucker requested Kadow to have the firms involved write

to the Railroad for special rates. Kadow agreed to‘do 80,

Employment Agreements and Transportation Provisions,

This subject was introduced by’RonniefBrust for the purpose of intro-

ducing a discussion of Public Law 600 as it related to employee vacation

- provisions. This led to a lengthy discussion involving many ramifications
of Bureau-employee relationships as they were practiced within the Depart-
ment of the Interior. It became clear from these discussions that some
agencies were approaching  their problems as if work in Alaska constituted
-a foreign assignment and that all types of premiums and inducements were
needed to retain emplovees here, Other agencies considered Alaska not as
a place to exist but rather as a place to live. R. C. Johnson indicated
that each agenoy‘withﬁlabor requirements was called upon to make an annual
wage survey and that each also submitied this material to Mrs. Maulding's
office in Washington. | It seemed a terrible waste of time to Johnson that
each agency should makb thiS~independantlygand that, as a result, dif-
ferent wage scales were approved for each agency. Mr. Nucker pointed out
that a very careful job was done by the Railroad and that they would be
happy to make the‘information available, Colonel Noyes indicated the
same position, As a result of this discussion which covered many ram-
fications of divergent Departuental action by various Bureaus; a
Subconmi ttee composed of Reinholt Brust, ANS; D. H. Miller, ARC; M. J.
Furness, F&WS; W. E. Twenhofel, G.S., and Carl D'BEpiro, AFS, was appointed

~ to study and present the facts on the following points:

1. Status of college graduate appointees

2, -Salaries of wage board and classified employees
3. Travel and per diem payments G o
L. Application of Public Law 600 : : : >
5. Wage surveys . o
6. Subsistence payments or deduetions

7+ Samples of temporary and permanent hiring contracts

The. Chairman of this committee is to be elected by the Subcommittee itself.
Carl D'Epiro will act as temporary'Chairmanruntil the first meeting. The
Subcommi ttee was instructed to submit a written report not later than the
first of July so that it could be distributed to the Field Committee.
members prior to the July meeting at Palmer, Alaska, The whole subject
will be taken up by the Field Committee at that time. :
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Land Classification La%. ~

Lowell Puckett pointed out that many of the problems that had been

under discussion by’thé

Field Committee members at its various meetings

could be met if we had a land classification law similar to that of the
other forty-eight states. Puckett urged that the Field Committee do all

~that it could to encou?age the passage of the Land Classifieation Act
which is presently before Congress, & copy of the Bill was obtained and

read to those assembled. It was requested that the Chairman obtain copies

of this legislation and

distribute it to the Field Commi ttee members so

that each could study it carefully prior to the next Field Committee
meeting. Several objectiorsble points were noticed by various members
which they felt should be subject to more discussion., Attention was
directed mostly to the fact that public domain not classified could not

be occupied. Copies of

the legislation will be distributed and this Bill

discussed at the next Field Committee Meeting,

H
H
i
i

Eighth Field Commi ttee Meeting.

S
The eighth meeting
Alaska, on July 11, 12|

of thé Field Committee is to be held at Palmer,
and 13, as a result of a kind invitation ex-

tended by the Chamber of Commerce o’.f«that"town° Mr. Iorain suggested
that the members might wish to visit the.Evan Jones Coal Mine and some

other mining activities
would be worthwhile,

in the area, Thée Committee agreed that this

- The meeting adjourned,
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, MEMQRANDUM to Members of Alaska Field Committee. “j%uﬂ z;
‘ : V Ao

\

onrer UNITED STATES Das 1400 I5]ie
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 7 |
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY Plaoss //52/ 7 /’f'%’

. ALASKA FIELD STAFF 7/ / ‘
JUNEAU, ALASKA Wiadbs, 7L

August 1y, 1950

)41 gx

Subject: Minutes of Field Committee Meeting. é§?14dj;

Enclosed aregcoﬁiea of the minutes of the'eighth meeting of
the Alaska Field Committee held at Palmer, Alaska, on July 11 and 12,
1950. Sixty copies ha#e been furnished to the Program Staff in Washington

for distribution.

Kenneth J. Kadow
Chairman

Distributions

Argetsinger
Gov.Gruening
Rhode
Puckett
Iorain

Reed
Kuehl .
Johnson,Col,
Noyes, Col.
Foster
Morgan
Twenhofel
Goding
pavis «
Wolf

fipke

Qates
Jorgenson
Collins
¥iller
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(one copy airmail; balance via parcel post)
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MINUTES OF THE EIGHTH MEETING OF AIASKA FIELD COMMITTEE
| JULY 11 and 12, 1950
PAIMIR, ALASKA

RG [ 2l OFFice Teeritories
Entry -6, Classtited File, 1907-5(

Box 5098 ¢ - j_

oty fetioneN o) Jo SBUPIOK payisseaq /




INDEX

Item

Llst of persomnel attending B O

Alaska Public Works -~ Introduction of new Committee member and
review of agency plans and program B T T

Review of public lands in vicinity of Anchorage and Fairbanks for

housing and industrial developments R I

Industrial development in the Rail Belt:

(a) ‘V{farehouse proJeCt ...l'..l...OIQI...O"!'.".C“...ll..lﬁlL

(b) Timber treating plant Teeetecicetreiunectsteprnonantanenns

(c) Windy limestone - Progress I'epPOrt cvieescesseracsersocesays

Building materials industry for Alaska - Status TepOrt sucresiennnse
Report by Subcommittee on Departmental policies re employment

transportation, etc. ..............,..............................
Presentation of Agency programs by means of maps and graphs in

&x Year Report l...‘.'l..‘}pl.'0.‘..'D....Q...."00....'0.0...0.0

Status of seatrain proposal .................................4......'

Legislative program review B e A PO P e

(a) Alaska water code B e OO e O

(b) Discussion of draft of territorial park system legislation

and draft of zoning law Sertrrecrriacactenrastuttetantaags

Procedure for reviewing land withdrawals e

New regulations re homesteads and other types of entries Sesesrienns

Land settlement and agricultural development SESSI0N sevvessesnnness

Nlnth fleld- comj.ttee meetlng s & .99 0‘.0'.'I’l.l“’.l.‘l’.!).’l"rﬁlllll‘._.

Page

9-10
10
10-11

11
12
12
12-13
13

G (2o OFCice Territories
ém—f*y 8, Cf{a:s:s'( ed File, 1G077-5(

Box 5038

“iigenyary |euonéN}"éﬁi"jéyi’sﬁﬁf;‘)ylbﬂpa

Uisse0a paysseoin




MINUTES OF THE ALASKA FIELD COMMITTEE MEETING

The eighth meeting of the Alaska Field Committee convened on
Tuesday, July 11, 1950, in the new Agricultural Research Building in Palmer,
Alaska, and was called to order at 9:00 a,m. with the following members in
attendance:

Secretary's 0ffice
-Kenneth J, Kadow; Chalrman, Alaska Field Committee, Juneau
Indian Office :
Reinholt Brust, Alaska Native Service, Juneau
Marvin Ripke, Alaska Native Service, Juneau
Bureau of Mines ;
S. He Lorain, Regional Director of Bureau of Mines, Juneau
Fish and Wildlife Service
Clarence Rhode, Regional Director, Juneau
Bureau of Reclamation
Joseph M, Morgan, Chief, Alaska Investlgations Office, Juneau
: R. C. Johnson, A551stant Chief, Alaska Investigations Office, Juneau
Governor!s Office
Governor Ernest Gruening, Juneau, Alaska (from noon July 12)
George Sundborg, Executive Assistant to the Governor, Juneau, Alaska
_Geological Survey
John Reed, Staff Geologlst, Washington, D, Ca

Alaskggog rg gggi, kan %ra %32’M§% ggm%ﬁ% g%lcfflce

Col. J. P. Johnson, General Manager, Alaska Rallroad Anchorage, (7/12 am)
Elroy Hinman, Assistant to General Manager, Alaska Railroad (7/11 pm & 12)
Bureau of Land Management (
Lowell Puckett, Regional Administrator, Anchorage, Alaska
Harold T. Jorgenson, Anchorage, Alaska
National Park Service
Alfred C. Kuehl, Special Representative, San Francisco
George Collins, Chief, Alaska Recresational Office, San Francisco
~ Alaska Road Commission ‘
Col, John H. Noyes, Commissioner of Roads, Juneau
Don H. Miller, Alaska Road Comm1551on, Juneau
Alaska Public Works
Jonn Argetsinger, District Engineer, Juneau

Alaska Public Works = Introduction of new commlttee member and review of
agency plans and program.

John Arget51nger was 1ntroduced as a new Committee member and gave a
short outline of the Alaska Public Works Agency which recently came under
the jurisdiction of the Interior Department and is being administered by
the Division of Territories and Island Possessions. The text of Mr.
Argetsinger's talk is quoted as follows:
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"The Alaska Public Works Program was authorized by the 8lst Congress
(Public Law 26L, approved August 24, 19L9) with an authorization of $70
million for a program to run until June 30, 1955, The program is intended
to provide needed public works in the Territory, encourage settlement, stim-
ulate trade and industry, and develop Alaskan resources. Effective May 2l,
1950, this activity was transferred from the General Services Administration
to the Department of the Interior where it is administered under the Division
of Territories and Island Possessions. Under the legislation covering the
program, the Department of the Interior may construct an approved public
works facility and sell it to the community at an average of 50% of its cost
through a prearranged ad, when necessary, delayed-payment financial agreement.

"It is expected that this work will eventually involve the construction
of several hundred projects in about 100 locations, Facilities contemplated
for construction include schools, hospitals, roads, sewers, waterworks,
sanitation facilities, docks, bridges, and public buildings. Blueprints and
specifications for a number of such projects in Alaska were brought to the
contract-bidding stage under the First Advance Planning Program of the
Community Facilities Service, then under the Federal Works Agency.

"As of June 30, 1950, there were applications under review for 82 proj=
ects involving proposed facilities estimated to cost %29,3 million, Included
in this total are 30 school projects estimated to cost $13,0 million, In
addition, 18 projects having an estimated cost of $l.5 billion were approved
for construction, These 18 projects were selected because of their emergency
nature and because plan preparation was advanced to the stage where bids could
soon be taken. The approved projects are located in 1l communities - 3 in
fnchorage, 2 each in Fairbanks and Juneau, and one each in Chugiak, College,
Dillingham, Douglas, Homer, Ketchikan, Naknek, Ninilchik, Petersburg, Skagway,
and Wrangell. : i ( '

UYATASKA PUBLIC WORKS PROGRAM
Number and Estimated Cost of Projects Under Review and
- ipproved, By Type of Work
As of June 30, 1950 .
PROJECTS UNDER REVIEW  PROJECTS APPROVED

No, of Total- No. of -~ Total
Projects — Eetimated Projects Hstimated

: : ~ Cost Cost
TOTALS ‘ ‘ B2 $29,331,358° 18 " $I,L83,77L
Highways, Roads, Streets 8 3,399,23 I 2L5,500
Sewer Facilities l 9L2,h16 2 155,000
Water Facilities 8 1,021,550 - -
Schools,Other Educ.Facilities 30 12,958,245 10 2,96L,800
Hospitals, Other Health Facilities 5 2,361,000 - -
Other Public Buildings 8 2,109,900 2 Lli7,160
Misc. Public Facilities 13 L, L02,252 - -

2
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"PROJECTS UNDER REVIEW PROJECTS APPROVEDM

No. of Total No. of Total

Projects [Estimated Projects Estimated
Cost Cost
Sewer and Water Facilities 2 927,01l 2 13h,hdh
Streets and Sewers 2 60l,200 1 536,900
Water and Heat Distribution 2 30L, 750 - -

(End of quotation of Mr, Argetsinger's statement)

Mr. Puckett asked if a community initiated a procedure te get con-
trol of lands or whether the Alaska Public Works Agency did so, Mr.
Argetsinger indicated that Alaska Public Works must have full jurisdiction
over the property,. ‘

Re Kodiak, iir. Puckett asked if the land should be turned over to
the City or the General Services Administration. Mr. Argetsinger said it
should be turned over to the GSA and then they in turn will turn it over
to the City. Mr, Morgan indicated that the Bureau of Reclamation had been
asked to investigate power possibilities at Terror Bay, Kodiak,. . ir. Reed
wanted to know if GSA had funds to assist in technical studies involving
water for community development, Mr. irgetsinger indicated that the community
must hire a consultant to provide necessary preliminary technical data for a
‘given project, and that the community may obtain funds for such studies through
special advance planning funds which may be used after such are allocated.
Mr, Kadow asked if wells might be important as water supply sources for south-
eastern towns and pointed out the difficulties of freczing in existing water
supply systems. Mr. Argetsinger indicated that wells have not been generally
de veloped in southeastern Alaska as yet but that they would be acceptable
sources. . It was his opinion that many excdllent wells could be located and

- that he would like to have the Geological Survey investigate the possibility i

of such supplies, Mr. Morgan asked if the appropriation for GSA was $9, 000,000 @
in cash for next year. . Mr, Argetsinger replied that the House had approved
$5,000,000 in cash for new work md $l4,000,000 for liquidating existing con-
tract authorization, but that no new contract authorization had been granted.,.
An attempt to get contract authorization is still being made. This precipitated
a general discussion by various agencies of the existing status of their budgets.

Mr. Kadow informed the Committece that no recent official information
on the Department's budget as a whole had been received but that he had heard
unofficially some very unhappy news concerning the Field Staff., Even though
Secretary Chapman appears to be thoroughly sold on field committees and has
stated so publicly many times he has decided to follow out the recommendation
/ of the House Appropriations Committee "that the practice of assessing bureaus

~ for part of the Field Staff!s funds be discontinued.t Accordingly, it was his
understanding that all field committees throughout the United States except
the Missouri Valley were being reduced this fiscal year to a Director and a
Secretary, To implement this policy both George Megrath and Carl D'Epiro
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were to be transferred back -to the States. Carl D'Epiro is being trans—
ferred on a temporary basis to work in the Burceau of Land Management on a
special project regarding land wi thdrawals in Alaska, Tt was also his
understanding that funds would be requested to restore the Field Committee

to satisfactory working strength again next year. He emphasized the
seriousness of D'Epiro!s transfer to the efficient working of the Field

Staff and obtained the support of the Committee in an effort to try to get
this move reconsidered. Mr. Kadow expressed satisfaction to the Committee

for the strong stand made by the Secretary on behalf of the Field Committees,
He also pointed out that other important changes could be expected which would
have a direct bearing on the way field committees would function. He had no
detailed information on this matter but agreed to inform the committee as soon
as such action was taken by the Secretary, Mr, Puckett said that the Bureau
of Land Management had been advised that they will not be able to use allot~
ments of money for any other purpose than that for which it was designated.
This apparently is part of the same consideration that resulted in reducing
the Field Committee funds., Mr, Kadow agreed that it probably was but felt
sure that the Field Committee would be restored to a working basis in the
-following year, ~

Review of public lands in vicinity of Anchorage and Fairbanks for héusing
and industrial developments, ' '

The Chairman stated that public housing officials, both territorial
and federal, had indicated that there would be three to five thousand new
housing units constructed a year for the next three to five years, mostly
in the Rail Belt, and that they had requested a clearcr picture of land
possibilities in the vicinity of Anchorage and Fairbanks., 4 study of the
situation had been made by the TField Staff in cooperation with the Bureau
of Land Management with the following results recommended: +the two parcels
of land near Weeks Field in Fairbanks, covered by Executive Order 7309, and
designated as Iots 3 and 12, respectively, should be held by the Bureau of
Land Management for use in the area housing program, Likewise, School
District 16 also adjacent to Weeks Field should similarly be held =nd made
available for suburban development, Mr. Kadow indicated that Mr. Staples
had requested that an area plan be made by the FHA and that adequate con-
sideration be given as soon as possible to the utility needs of the area.
Arrangements are now being made by these agencies to consider the area
thoroughly, Mr., Kadow furtherkpointéd out that School District 16 was under
the jurisdiction of the Governor's Office and that the Governor had indicated

- these lands would be made available on lease for the program under discussion.
It appears possible for these leases to contain a clause that would permit the

lad to be purchased by home owners when slaska becomes a state but it camot
be sold at the present tine,

Mr, Argetsinger commented that a sewer project had been approved for
part of the area and will be installed this summer., This system will serve
8,500 people. It can be expanded without difficulty in the future. He in-
dorsed the recommendation made by the Field Committee Chairman.  General
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discussion of the proposal took place with all members of the Field Committee
expressing favorably on the idea, Mr, Kuechl suggested that the recommended
action be modified to assure the inclusion of satisfactory public use area
where Lot 12 comes in contact with the Chena Slough. It was pointed out
that this area was low and subject to floods and therefore could best be
used as a public use site. The Field Committee officidlly indorsed the recom-
mendation that the Department hold Lots 3 and 12 for this purpose and that
adequate public use arca as determined by the public land plenner be held along
the Chena Slough, WMr, Puckett agreed to work with the Field Committee Chairman
in carrying out the Committee!s intentions and would clarify the status of this
- land with the Military immediately.

Mr. Kadow then explained that the Railroad officials had met with
the Town Council of Fairbanks and had determined that they would try to work
out a basis for bringing the railroad across the Chena Slough and relocating
it in connection with the Military reservation in line with Military wishes.
Mr, Himman stated that the Railroad does not have adequate funds at the present
time to cross the Chena Slough but that the Military had agreed to put the
railroad bed down at their expense if given adequate notice to plan the work,
The Railroad evidently has suffident rail and tics for the relocation of
tracks and sufficient steel to build tle bridge. It does not, however, have
money for the concrete piers or the railroad station, The possibility of
buillding a station in connection with additional apartmental housing in
Fairbanks has been looked into quite thoroughly by the Railroad and the Field
Committee Chairman. A plan suitable to them has been arrived at and the
Field Committee Chairman will discuss it in Washington on his next trip there.
This building will be so located as to provide excellent office space pro-
viding it does not rent for apartments. FHA has written to Washington to
determine if the project could be built under FHA laws. ALfter considerable
discussion as to the proposed route for relocation and the plan for the
railroad station in connection with apartment housing, the Field Committee
approved in general and suggested that the Railroad and the Field Cormittee
Chairmen work it out as best they could., Mr. Kuehl emphatically opposed the
relocation of the tracks and the proposed location of the station. It was
his contention that even though the cost of accomplishing the goal is greater,
any relocation should insofar as possible miss the city altogether or at least
stay on the outskirts,

The Field Committee Chairman then asked (larence Rhode to explain
his bureau'!s position concerning the Muskox Reserve. Rhode stated that his
office had recommended it be restored to the public domain except for twenty
acres which were to be retained for beaver management program. He also
indicated that the area contained in the Muskox rescrve contained 70004 (number)
acres.  All ‘concurred with Mr. Rhode!s recormendation.

Mr. Puckett then presented a review of land under his Jurisdiction
in the Ainchorage area that would be suitable for housing or industrial
development, He pointed out the following: (1) there is a cemetery reserve
right in the center of town which is presently being studied by AHA as a
possible site for housing; (2) that the East addition to the town of Anchorage
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is particularly suited to industrial development and is being plamned to
that end. Several requests have already been received by his office for
land in this area; (3) housing for low salaried groups ($2800 a year) is
being considered on some land immediately adjacent to the new ANS hospital.
Approximately, 10— acres are involved in this area; and (4) other lands for
housing and mun1c1pal development appear in the Goose Lake area. Mr. Puckett
also pointed out that action is now pending wncerning lands in the Rail
Reserve and in Goose Lake for use by the AHA, Both actions have been ap-
proved by the Department, Mr. Kadow pointed out that the AHA was planning
to obtain a topographic map of the Goose Lake area at once and that the
area is scheduled for detailed planning by FHA in the near future. This
planning will conform in general with the area development scheme which
was originally drawn by the AHA and approved by the Department. As soon

as this plan is finished it is expected that the Goose Lake area will
develop housing rapidly, Mr. Kadow reported that he had called several
meetings with all officials involved, including tom councils, to pre-

" cipitate area planning for utilities and other vital services. A committee
was appointed by him which will report to the Governort!s office on all phases
and ramifications of this problem. Iikewise, a group from Washington headed
by Lester Marx will step into this difficult problem and try to brlng it to
an early solution.

Colonel Noyes called attention to an acute housing problem in the
City of Valdez. According to him, the ARC needs 20 new units at once. He
reported that FHA said nothing could be furnished through them because of a
lack of utility facilities., After considerable discussion Mr, Kadow agreed
to take the matter up with appropriate officials and let the Coleonel know
what solution could be found. carl D!Epiro stated that agencies expecting
to use housing on Government Hill must get their requests in at once. If
the units are not occupied immediately as they become available the priority
given the Interior Department will automatically be forfeited, All present
agreed to review their needs and make sure that they are properly transmitted.

Industrial Development in the Rail Belt.

(a) Warehouse project. - Mr. Kadow reported that the Lawrence .
Warehouse Company had decided not to go ahead at this time with the ware—
house project for Anchorage. He described the project in detail and indi-
cated that the Korean war has scared them out. If the Korean war clears
up in the near future, it may be possible to revive this project, The im-
portance of the project to Rail Belt economy was explained..

(b) Timber treating plant. - In a discussion of a treating plant
for Alaska, Mr. Sundborg pointed out that several private operators had been
interested in such an operation in the last three or four years but had not
gone ahead because the size of the market did not justify the large invest-
ment. Colonel Johnson stated that a new process has evidently been developed
for timber treating which may put an entirely different light on this project.
He has agreed to mske the information concerning the new process available to
all concerned in an effort to re-interest possible investors in the projectes
The material will be sent t~ the Field Cemmittee Chairman as soon as possible,.-
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(c) Windy limestone ~ progress report. - ir. Lorain gave a short
review of the present status of ingredients for a cement operation near
Windy in Mt, McKinley National Park, He reported as follows: drilling of
the Windy limestone is completed for the time being, There appears to be
a 100-foot bed of limestone well within the magnesium content limitations,
This bed is four to five hundred feet in from the surface, It appears to
be a very large deposit. As now indicated it may contain several millions
of tons of limestone that could be mined by underground methods. Mining
costs would be fairly low and the underground tunnel would permit year-round
operation, He considers that several conclusions in the Hutton Report are
open to question and recommends that drilling work be continued until the
complete material picture is obtained, Mr, Reed wanted to know if other
limestone deposits will be looked into, Mr. Iorain indicated that they would
continue on this bed until completed but that other limestone deposits will
be given preliminary tests, They will also do something on shale and will
make further investigations on the coal., Mr. Lorain believes the Matanuska
coal might be as cheap as the Windy coal because of its high B.T.U. content,
and might have a lower magnesia content.

Mr, Gates of the Geological Survey stated that a field party of the
G.S. was investigating limestone deposits west of Windy and west of the deposit
that was drilled by the Bureau of Mines. Surface samples are being taken to

~ obtain indication as to which deposits are lowest in magnesium oxide. He

also mentioned that deposits of limestone are known in the western part of the
Talkeetna Mountains, about 30 miles east of the rallroad, and north of Castle
Mountain, about 5 miles north of Chickaloon, Nothing is known of the quality
of limestone at either locality. WMr. Lorain indicated that shale was exten-
sively being investigated, particularly as it relates to the Haydite operation,
and that full information will be available on it soon.

Building Materials(Industry'for Alaska - Status Report.

Mr.. Kadow reported that the bulk cement plant at Anchorage of the
Permanante Company was now in operation, and that apparently another one would
be completed in the near future by the Superior Cement Company at Seward, the
latter having been worked out entirely by the Railroad.

It was reported by jir, Lorain that studies concerning the availa-
bility of shale for Haydite were progressing very well. Mr. Kadow indicated
that interest was still high and that there was a very excellent liklihood
that this project could be put over. The private group involved has lined
up approximately #$90,000 thus far, It laoks like the whole project will
require a quarter of a million, Art Waldron of the Anchorage Sand and Gravel ;
Company is Spear-heading this particular project, !

Mr.. Kadow reported that the Northwest Insulations Compuny had taken
steps to establish a plant in Anchorage for the manufacture of zonolite, Mr,
Lorain indicated several reports of vermiculite, the raw product used in
zonolite, had been run down in the Territory but so far no deposits had been
found. However, they would continue to look for it al though the possibilities
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of finding it are not considered very great. Mr,.Kadow indicated that the
vermiculite company was not satisfied with the shipping rate of raw ver-
miculite from the States. Mr, Hinman of the Railroad said that the Railroad
had given the lowest rate possible but that the total rate was still high.
The Railroad agreed to do all it could to influence the shipping part of
this rate.. Mr. Kadow indicated that he would also speak to the Steamship
Company officials. ' '

Mre. Lorain reported that some thought and work were being devoted
to mineral wool. He believes the raw materials here are satisfactory ex-
cept for coke which comes from the States. He has been contacting people
in the United States to find out if powdered coal could be used.. Reports on
this were unsatisfactory. The Geological Survey and the Bureau of Mines hope
to be able to investigate the coking qualities and the amount of coal in the
Bering River area. Reports will be made later,-

Mr. Kadow reported that the birch operation was still being pursued
by H, M. Olsen and A.:K. Wilson but that he did not feel that either of them
was actually going to go ahead with it., He said he would try to get a list of
birch manufacturers from the Michigan and New England states to determine
whether he could interest one of them in the project. Mr. Kadow reported
that Tom Dowling and associates are very much interested in a brick operation
for Anchorage and possibly Fairbanks.. Some of Mr. Dowling's associates are
now in the Territory studying the project first-hand and all indications
point to a favorable reaction from them,. Tom Dowling has four brick laying
brothers who are planning to invest their own money in this activity.: They
expect to start rather smsll and build it up, The whole project as con-
ceived by them impressed him very much, He fecls quite sure this one will
go ahead and is standing by to help in every way possible, - Mr. Kadow further
reported that after all the efforts of the Field (mmittee and the Bureaus in-
volved to make pumice available for building in the Anchorage area, the pumice
was still in Katmai National Monument. It appears that no one has found a
satisfactory method of getting it out. Mr. Reed stated that pumice was being ,
investigated on Cook Tnlet and that the attention of the Bureau of Mines had
been called to a perlite deposit in the Sugar Ioaf Mountain area, - So far, no
commercial quantities have been found of the latter.. /

A Mr. Lorain stated that a very interesting clay bed had been inves-
- tigated in the Anchorage vicinity but that preliminary tests had been unsat—-
isfactory. Mr. Kadow then reported on the statement by the Solicitor's
Office on sand and gravel. - The statement is quoted as follows: "As for
the question of sand and gravel in navigable rivers in Alaska we feel that
we do not have general authority to dispose of such materials.. H. R.. T1L6
which provides for the sale of materials from Alaska school lands has been
reported out by the House Committee with an amendment to provide for the
sale of sand and gravel of navigable rivers within the Territory. The House,
as yet, has not acted upon the bill., Until authority is granted us we are
bound by existing law and caniot authorize action merely by policy decision,'
The seriousness of this situation was pointed out by the Road Commission and
Railroad representatives. It was urged that all possible support be given to
the passage to H.R..71L6 which has &l ready passed the House, .
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Report by Subcommittee on Departmental policies re employment, transportation etc

A detailed and lengthy discussion of the report by the Subcommittee
(composed of Reinholt Brust, ANS: D. H. Miller, ARC; M. J. Furness, F&WS;
W. 5. Twenhofel, GS; and Carl D'gpiro, AFS) took place on Interior practices
and policies, The Subcommittee was congratulated on the quality of the report
submitted and told to rework it in line with the Field Committee actions and
make it available not later than one month prior to the October meeting for
distribution. The importance of this piece of work was recognized by all
Field Committee members. Accordingly, the Chairman was instructed to discuss
the matter while in Washington with appropriate Departmental officials in
order to gain their proper understanding of the effort, A detsiled report
will be made available when in final form as a separate 1item,

Presentation of Agency Programs By Means of Maps and Graphs in Six Year Report.

Several agencies presented graphs and maps as examples of ways and
means to illustrate the material presented by them in the Six Year Report.
All agreed that graphs constituted an excellent method of prescntation where
they could be properly used, It was also agreed that wherever maps were
used that they would not be larger than a four-fold map because of the in-
convenience of using them in the report. The Chairman stressed that all
agencies using either graphs or meps would be expected to submit them along
with their Six Year Report material by September 15, The Chairman also
pointed out that 150 copies of each map and graph used should be supplied
by the agency to facilitate use in the Six Year Report. :

Status of Seatrain Proposal.

Colonel Noyes reported that Bulk Carriers, Inc. had completed their
study of the seatrain operation and had decided that the amount of tonnage
available was not large enough or steady enough to sustain the operation.
They apparently are no longer interested in it, However, another group is
now investigating it and at the moment are very interested. Colonel Noyes
reported that the southeastern ferry operation was not likely to succecd
until the Canadian roads that would feed it are greatly improved. No satis-
factory method of accomplishing this has yet been discovered. He discussed
the many ways and means that he had followed to get the Canadian roads im-
proved, None had been productive., He requested Field Committee support in
finding a solution to this difficult problem, The Field Committee adopted
a resolution to the effect that since the improvement of roads in Canada
leading to Alaska appears to be essential to the economy and well being of
Alaska, it is recommended that the Interior Department seck such action in
Washington as may lead to the improvement of Canadian roads in accordance
with plans approved by the Highway otficials of the two governments,

Colonel Noyes then reported the possibility of keeping the Thompson
Pass open as well as the Haincs Cut-0ff. The latter appears more likely be-
cause of its importance in the present international crisis. Funds have been
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requested in the Road Commission budget to keep Thompson Pass open. If §
the funds are forthcoming immediately it is possible that operations for f
this winter can be consummated yet this season, Any appreciable delay,

lowever, will make the closing of the Pass necessary.

Legislative Program Review.

The Chairman read a recent report covering the legislation in

Congress of interest to Alaska, Governor Gruening reported that he thought
the Statehood Bill would be voted upon before adjournment and was hopeful
that it had a chance to pass. During a discussion of Bob Bartlett's cement
bill, the Chairman was instructed to keep Bartlett fully informed of Field
Commi. ttee discussions and recommendations concerning cement manufacture in
the Territory. At the present time, it is still not known whether or not

a cement plant in the Territory is feasible. General discussion of several
bills before Congress took place with no specific action recommended except
to urge full support in Washington to H.R. 7146,

(a) Alaska Water Code, - The Chairman explained that as a result
of Field Committee action and & reguest from the Governor's Office, the Bureau
of Reclamation with assistance from the Geological Survey had produced a rough
draft of a water code for Alaska, He recommended that this matter be careful-
ly considered and then when correctcd be turned over to the Governor's Office

. for distribution as he saw fit and considered by the Territorial Legislature.
Mr, Morgan gave the background for the need of a water code for Alaska explain-
ing that the Bureau of Reclamation had been asked to draft this one because
of its extensive experience in developing water codes for western states.

Mr. Reed explained that only surface water was considered in this draft and
that underground water would have to be troated sometime in the future but
concurred with the Bureau of Reclamation in the feeling that it might be
better not to introduce it at this time, The Chairman called for general
comments and criticisms of the code, ‘

: Mr, Rhode objected strongly to the priorities that were set up.

He maintained that inadequate consideration had been given to the fishing
industry, and that under no circumstances would he recommerd approval of

the code as it now stood, He felt that if prioritics were to be set up in
the code, fisheries should be given at least a number two, DMessrs Reed and
Kadow suggested that it be placed on a par with other industrial uses and
given a number three priority. Governor Gruening suggested that water should
not be taken from a salmon stream without approval of the Fish and Wildlife!'s
Director, but other Field Committee members felt that this was not necessary
if salmon streams were given the proper priority. Messrs Reed and Lorain
felt that the mining industry was reasonably well provided for under the
suggested code., Mr, Sundborg recommended that the Fish and Wildlife Service
make a thorough study of the cde and suggest wording that would properly
protect its industry in relation to others., This suggestion was accepted
with Mr. Rhode agreeing to submit within the next two or three weeks detailed
wording to meet the situation.

i
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Governor Gruening raised the question about Section 7 concerning
mining operations, ditches, etc., that had not been used for may years
and wondered if the conditions of this section were adequate, Mr., Lorain
suggested that the wording secemed satisfactory although the time involved
may be in question. He agreed to review it very carefully and submit his
comments to the Field Committee Chairman within a couple of weeks, Mr.
Sundborg questioned Page 3, Section 5, and wanted to know if the priority
system was the same as those used in other states. Mr. Morgan assured him
that it was but that this system should be modified t¢ meet Alaskan water
needs, Mr., Sundborg questioned Section 12 and the reporting dates therein.
It was agreed that the report should be submitted to the Goveror'!s Office
by December 31, He also questioned Section 13 swggesting that they do away
with the special fund since this was a cumbersome set-up in the Territorial
government, After considerable discussion with many points raised by the
Governor and Mr. Sundborg, the Chairman recommended that the lawyer and
other Reclamation officials work the code over in detail with George Sundborg
and the Governor's Office. The Field Committec Cheirman by that time will
have received written comments from the Fish and Wildlife Service and the
Bureau of Mines. He urged that any others with criticisms or suggestions
concerning this legislation should have their comments subritted to him
in writing no later than one month frow today. All material thus received
will be turned over to the Bureau of Reclanation who will then redraft
the water code and make it available in revised form to all Field Committee
members no later than September 15, This plan of action wus adopted by the
Fleld Committee. After action by the Field Comrittee at its next meeting
it will then be turned over to the Governor's Office.

(b) Discussion of draft of territorial park system legislation
and draft of zoning law. - Drafit legislation for territorial park system was
then discussed as was also the draft legislation for a territeorial zoning law
and other related matters. After a prolonged discussion, at which time the
Governor and ur, Sundborg expressed the neecd for a territorial land office,
it was Suggested that the two picces of legislation under discussion be in-
corporated with all other land ratters in a single draft. It wes agreed
upon by the Field Cosmittec and the natter returned to the Subcommittee
corposed of Messrs Sundborg, Kuehl, Puckett and Rhode for further considera-
tion and drafting of the required legislation. ‘Mr, Kadow pointed out that
zoning and recreational planning are of great concern to all groups who are
attenpting to bring abowt logical growth and development in the Territory.
He stated that a comittee of housing and utility cxperts was considering
nany phases of this problem ana should be given an opportunity to review
any draft of legislation along the lines suggested by the Governor and Mr.

Sundborg. 41l agreed that this would be worthwhile.
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Procedure For Reviewing Land Withdrawals.

Mr. Kadow reported that the Bureau of Land Management and the
Secretary's Office have been working for nearly two years to clean up the
problem of land withdrawals in Alaska. A satisfactory solution to this
problem had not been found. Recommendation has been made by him and adopted
by Washington to have a thorough research Job done on all land orders per-
taining to Alaska. This job is intended to produce a complete list of all
withdrawals. Once the list is produced it will be referred to each agency
involved and the present use status of each determined: They will then
either be retained as withdrawals or returned to the public domain. Carl
D'Epiro is being detailed to Washiagton to work on this problem in the
Burcau of Land Management. His knowledge and understanding of this problem
should facilitate Washington's handling of it,

New Regulations re Homesteads and Other Types of Entries.

~ Mr. Puckett reported that on M2y 3, a new order listed in the Code
of Regulations under Title L3, Public Lands included, Subtitle A, Part 7, had
been issued which prevents Interior Department employees from taking up land
presently under the jurisdiction of the Burezu of Land sanagement, with the
ex ception of the Small Tract Act as a homesite and with a two-acre exception
for Bureau of Reclamation erployees on reclamation projects. Governor
Gruening raised the question as to why the Interior Depar tment employees
should be singled out for exception. He could not see any reason for the .
act at all and thought it grossly unfair both to the people involved and
the effect on Territorial development, Messrs Puckett, Noyes and Johnson
all protested that it would have a very detrimental effect upon the people
in their employ. Many people in flaska who are attempting to settle the
land find that part-time earnings from other sources are necessary to make
a living. This act would apparently prohibit all such types of activity..
Lfter a lengthy discussion the Field Comrdttee instructed its Chairmm to
make a full representation of the facts 1o the Secretary'!s O0ffice in an
effort to have this particular action rescinded, Mr, Puckett agreed to
furnish the Chairman necessary details of legal interpretation to make this
representation possible,

Land Settlement and Agricultural Developrent Session. Note: At this point
Territorial and Agricultural officials Juined the meeting. Those attending
were as fallows: :

fmil G. Ganschow, Alaska Agricultural Experiment Station,Palmer

A. L. Hafenricleter, Soil Conservation Service, Portland, Oregon
James J,Hurley, Alaska Rural Rehabilitation Corami ssion, Palmer

Don L. Irwin, Director, Llaska Fxperiment Station, Palmer

Hugh A Johnson, Alaska Experiment Station, Palmer

Eugene Kirsch, Veterans Farm Training Instructor,Palmer

Clyde G. Sherman, Territorial Coruaissioner of Agriculture, Fairbanks
Charles W. Wilson, Soil Conservation Service, Palmer

James W. Wilson, Matanuska Valley Co-op, Palmer:
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I.M.C, Anderson, Federal Housing Administration

John Argetsinger, Alaska Publice Works, Juneau
Reinholt Brust, ilaska Native Service, Juneau

Carl D'Epiro, Alaska Field Staff, Juncau

Governor Ernest Gruening, Juneau

R. C. Johnson, Bureau of Reclamation, Juneau

Harold T. Jorgenson, Bureau of Land Management, inchorage
Kenneth J. Kadow, Director, Alaska Field Staff

Don H. Miller, Alaska Road Commission, Juneau

Joseph M. Morgan, Bureau of Reclamation, dJuneau
Lowell Puckett, Bureau of Land Management, Anchorage
Marvin Ripke, Alaska Native Service, Juneau

George Sundborg, Governor's Office, Juneau

Mr, Kadow introduced the subject of the meeting as land settlement
and agriculture development problems. He stressed the importance of this
work to the two departments and the Territorial government and suggested
that pending legislation and problems associated with land settlement and
development be reviewsd by the assembled group in order to produce a uniforn
course of action end maximum assistance to all concerned., & lengthy discus-
sion of pending legislation took place. Land clearing and agriculture credit
problems were also discussed in detail and the general feeling developed that
none of these problems were being adequately met at the present time or that
steps were in the making to meet them, Marketing specialists discussed the
brogram of market studies and expressed a fear that too rapid settlement would
produce over-production, Others argued that the market had not been touched
and that the real challenge was in developing it as well as more agricultural
productions Prior to adjournment, a special committes was appointed conpo sed
of Messrs Jorgenson, James Hurley, I.M.C.Anderson, Irwin, ana any others that
the Agriculture Department thinks necessary to formulate recormendations for
further action, : '

The temporary date for the next Field Committee mecting was set for
the second week of October. The Chairman pointed out that this coincided
with an Interdepartmental reeting and have both about the same time, It was
determined that if the Interdepartmental meeting were held, the Field Committec
meeting would be held about the same time in Juneau, whereas if the Interdepart-
mental meeting were not held, the fielc Committee meeting will be held in Sitka.
A1l agreed to these arrangements. '

The formal part of the meeting officially adjourned with several
of the Committee members making a trip to the Evaens-dJones mine on the morning
of July 13 and visiting the Co-op in the afternoon of the same day,.
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