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UNITED STATES Surname:
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
DIVISION OF TERRITORIES AND ISLAND POSSESSIONS
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
3:5, ﬁw‘ 0‘*
Hemors F L'f..&j Z?f: agg@, """""""""""" |
From:  JGnief, Alaska Branch 757 V@ﬁ} ,
am;m ﬁm&m&a on the Mimbes of the Janmnary Fleld Committes ‘
Moebing '
camm a‘imwmm in connection with discussion of the i |
pport 1s worthy of note. Aecording to the Mimtes, %
sral membs s of the Committee expressed the view that too large
& pordlon ol t,}m estimated total funds of the Alsska Progran was
mng mqmmﬁ by the Alssim Native Service. However, gyeryone
apreed thet only the &, B. 5. wes in s position Lo know its omn madm
{mphas&a supplied)., If we are to presume that this comment would
apply to the ostinmates of all of the obher buresus concerned, it
raises an interesting question as to the funotlon of the Pield Com
mittee in reviewing programs and submitting reports af this type to
the m’wrm Gommittee.
Mo new information concerning tha Talya Project appsared
in the Mimkes. The statement was made that the Porothy lake Project
{near Juneau) is being held in abeyance because of the lack of a
 market for the power.
3. [loa :
The qamm of right-of-way through the Tetlin Indian
m;ww,amm hak beon resolved with the granting of a permanent right- f
r o the Wlaske Rcmd Commisgsion ever which ik wm have conplete
In comnection with the aar-:ffwry program, it was raporhﬁ&
that Steve Homer of Port Chilkoob plans to axbtend his service from
d’?""jf %y
AN S
o 4,7&,“.;%
mm@w 5 . o j
. Fhrnind ek L B e R o R L o S R i e e T SR S b i A L _,““ui*wwxw’w'
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Halnes maci Juneaw on to Prince Rupert but doubb was expressed that he
would be able to carry through,

Golonel Noyes has taken a pound step in formmlly raquwtim
the Buresu of Land Henagsmont Lo assist in debermining the location
of farm roads, and the Buresu of Mines and Ceologieal Survey in 1%&%
Ang mining rosds. It was reported also that the Territorisl Road Com-
algsion has agrsed verbslly to a procedure for standardising the
handling of suburban road censtruction on a 50/50 maveking basie with
local interests.

b The 3lasks Railread

mmw raporbed to the Commibbes on the discussiony cote
mmimg m pmsaima opening of Whittier for civilian traffic.

A report way made to the Jomeitbee t%ﬁmam*ming the proposed
asotion In eliminating 2 mm’km of Ketmel Wabional Monument to peemit
the mining of pumles. The Ueological Survey were wqamwd o sooperate
with the Bures: of Mnes in malting an muwlysis of the availabilily of
materisls fur a Licht-welght agpregate in the Anehorage area. Xt mas
stated that efforts are balng made to seours for Alasks the brmw%:mg
laboratory which is being plamned by the Burean of Mines and the sug-
peation wes made that, ;L?;‘ suecessful, it be located at the University
of Alaska,

The Windy Cement Plant way interred by the Jommittes on the
bagls of the Mubbton repork, although a recommendation was made that
Investipations of riw mﬁzwm},a revources and the economics of the
projest should be contimed in m'dw AV «;mxm the analysis for the
ragord,

b

Fika’ﬁ and Bildlife

ittie new infmmm on was breught ouh in Lthe Minmubes.
However, if vorrectly w;mted, the informadion that there are oy
thres reindeer herds left which it ig intended to maintain at a con-
bined total of 7,000 head, iz a shovking &mmnmmw on the destruction
of an important resource.
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: m gonnestion with diseussion of the pwpéam border
facility, both Noyes snd Kadow indieated that they were opposed to

the Goyernment building tourist
AlLaska,

S‘I

facilities alomg the highways of

nessrvebions and Hilthdrawals

‘ The Gommittes, by formal motich--wibh one momber abstalning-
voted to request that it be permitted to consider orders establishing
yeseryabions in advanve of action by Weshinghon, and stabed Lhat in
bheir view, scbion of the type taken in the recent case has weakened
the Department's position in the Yerritory and jeopardized the
Department's over-all ilaska program. -

: vohlang v
4 roport wag mede Lo the Commitbes that candidabes sre

being examined by the Solicitor's Office for the position of legsl
aounsel for the Depsrtment in alaska.

 'The members of the Committes were umwilling to aceept a
propusal that Hegrath (Kadow's Stalf Assistant) handle all news
releases for Inberior Deportment agencies in the Territory. Gore

giderable discussion concerning
and policies is reported.

He report.
11. Development Itens

public relstions sctivities, fanctions,

o petion was reported on the Alaske Nevelopment Adminls-
trabion Bill bub "Xadow stated that he was immensely gratified with

the almost nniversal backing of

Alaskans to the legislation in its

present form as contrasted to the vislent obiections of Alaskans to

the September draft.”

Next meeting scheduled for Feirbanics in Aptil.

MAGoding: ggce
2/28/50
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RO b0 Alaska Fisld Comdtton \
mummg Minubes of Pleld Sommittos mmw‘

Sralosed ave vopins of the MMW of the sixth meebting of
the Alosls Field Commiites held at ebehdlanm, Alamka, on
wa 16, m anl m; &?%; Shuty copdas have been Murndstad
to the Progean Bhalt in Sashington for distedbutlorn.
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MINTT

C"J

V cr THE ;.ALA%}’A 'ﬁ‘I’]TJ? r:ommT._, M:BTINr‘

{Thc sixth meetlnc of the Alaska Fleld Commlttee convened on Tuesday, SR
January 10, 9“O*~ the Flshery Products Laboratory, Yetchlﬁan, Alasxa.‘gﬂ?é7f'

e
follow1n¢ were gnes»nt‘ e

s Relnholt‘Brust Alaska Vatlve Servzce e
- loyes, Alaska Road Commission :
D, H Nucxer Alaska Rallroad ~ - : : ;
‘Lovell Puckbtt Bureau of Land Manacement S PN ST R it
H, Lorain, Bureau of Mines i . BN ‘
t‘JoseDh M. Morgan, Bureau of Reclamation
“Dan H, Ralston, Fish and Wildlife ucrv1ce o
George Sundborg, Governon's Office o
~John Cy. RQ d and William S, Twenhofel, ueOlOplcal uurvey
 Alfred O, Kuehl, Nationgl Park Service i o
i ‘Kennntu J Kadow~and?Georve Mévr th L oecretary s Offlce o

: QR b
Laror Jack A, Talbot, represen an the City: of Fetchlksn, exze;ded a welcome
‘to,t o Commlt tee mevnars.*« S o - :

“-Non~Scneduned Alrllne Oneratlons ~

o Aftcr hearinv uundborg, who spoke' for both the Alaska Development Board and.
- the Governor's Cffice, outline the importance of air travel to the evelopment
e of Alaska and point up the importance Dec¢£1cally'of both bush operations and
o non-scheduled carriers, the &mmn.tee listencd. to Ferbert Hilscher of the Alaska
Development Board and t Mmos Y, Heacock of the fir Transnort A35001atps,
Incorporated. The minutés covering this presentation are b“lnd distributed

to all 1nterested individuals, and additional copies will He availahle upon
request to the'"laska Field Staff. ﬁlhe following telecram»was snnt to the
Denartmenc in washvnaton" ‘ | | ¢

g 8 : : : {

5 Au rnquesb of Covernor arvenlng ﬁlaska 1eld Commlttee has 1vﬂrd
members of uovelopmoq+ Board review Civil Aeronautics Board United
tﬁtcs Alaska Service Case deport Docket Number three two eight six

et al and partlculhr.y report thereson of Ixaminer #illiam P, Cusick,

- ‘exceptions to which we note must be filed with Secretary of the. CAB in

fn[ucshlnaton not 1dter than uodny January tenth, .Field Committee

~ recommends t Department as an official intervener in case request
CAB extend tlmb for filing cxceptions inasmuch examiner's report not

. ‘gensrally ”Vall ble to 1ntarpstba pqrtles in Alaska as vet. - Field.

-~ Commithee: Lcels Dhmt nonscheduTed and. bush opera+aons re very vital
to. Pr051dent's Plasxa development orogram, e u“ge Uen artment arr%nve‘“
full revi ew contemnlated CAB onﬂratlons cnd.taxe ﬂny stcps rvqulrnd ‘
1ﬂcluf1nq sponsoring of new leclslthon 1if necessary to.bring

~ this very importsnt problem to a solution consistont h ”lask1’s
inoeds., Minutes of anSLntatlon to this sroup WllL be forwarded to you
in a few days but in view of expiration todey of time limit for

~exception: filing we urge immediate nrpsentﬂtlon thls Commlttpc's v1awsﬂ_5

L to 1v11 Ac utlcs,Doard n.
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‘ﬁThe?

‘]The Slx—Year

yltemsfof,the7;{“jda Were;disoussedwas follows:

S1x~Year Reportfif

;Repcrt was dlsoussed dn detall brlnclnv into uhe provram the
Jbestlons and ideas advanced. Dj the Program Committee and members ofwghe

o»;Pl 1d Committee. The programs were _approved as revised after which a
?prolonned discussion of the 1ntanplble but vital item of Drogram balance

T', vof Alaska's natlv 515 to be attained,

ook oleoe. mhe de0151ons reached were as follows.

'{Dollar exoeudltures for any | clven procram are not a rellable 1ndex of
.program. balance. Instead the relatlve 1moortanoe to the development
of the netural and human resources of &laska must be the ba81s on

which balance ‘is attained, [Some provrams achleve this voal w1th small o

1exoend1uures whlle others requlre a very large sum of money.

5«;Baoh apencv head should plan his procrcm.and budaeb requests on the :
‘b851s of reasonable needs rather then mex1mum.d031rable.
;Sevoral members of  the Commlttee expressed the Vi W'that too 1erpe a-
portion of the estimated total funds of the Alaska prooram was bemng
requested by the Alaska Native Service, However, everyone agreed
~that only the Alaska Native! Service was in p061t10n to know its own
,needs., Kﬂdow explained hOW‘he had requested Foster and the AIESku‘
Native S rv1ce to reduce, the amounts called for in last vear's :
orovramuﬂnd was quite surprlsod when members of the Program Commlttee
 expressed the opposite view, This yeoar's presentatlon of the Alaska
Native Sorv1ce's 5ix year needs is ﬁctually greater than last years,
but there is no doubt that' the funotlons indicated are needed if a
. permanent lonc range solution to the cconomic and s301al well—belng

g

71There \u oner al cgre mont that exoected budcet cuts 1n Alasxa's

- overall prOdram should affoct Jdecast of all. those egenolos which have a

dircct . boarln upon the‘economlc well being of the Territory and
-whose sa rvices are vital to such development. The three montloned

~5§Dﬂclf1c911y 4in this regard were the surveying function of the Bureau lf

 of land Management, the Burzau of Mines and the aoolovlcal Survey
-~ The funds roquesued in the -Six-Year Report for theso "gen01os are
vital to the .aconomic- dovolopment of the Terrltory,

‘,éﬁll °oreed th?t most of Aleska's problems could onlv be met satlsfacto-

“7;T11V in the long run throuch sound economic development, The six year
_ proaram of tho Department roflects this rcasoning ﬁnd olaces emnhe818'
uoon thoso Iunctlons whlch have a dlrect beerlna on 1t

D”talls of tho pro"rsm dlSCHSSlOHSV hlch'lasted a day end holf are

~reflected in the rcvised six yeer rcnort whlch Wlll be aV&ll“DlG shortly,“‘

RG {2l &6€CCice Territories
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2, Power "

A,

 owned by the Aluminum Company to allow the company to do some Building

 departmental policy was set forth by Assistant Secretary arne at the
September meeting of the Field Committee. -The Yeportment is

 assistance of any Government agency., Secretary Chapman told,SUgdbp}g*»{

funds for a project which would require their eXpenditure~szt1yfin7 .
Canada. ; 1at : \
~ Council of Skaoway was asked 10 vacate an alley -which is on lend -

‘Hegsaid;thatfthe“Depaptment?s interest at thisitimd was purely
“exploratory and thot when the facts of this explor@tion‘were‘placed
‘before them, further policy decisions would then be made. Puckett

- enzineerint hoard to direct these investigations. 'Secretary Chapman
has instructed the Bureau of Reclamation to continue its studies for

" the Department of the Interior on the joint Canadisn-Amcrican policy

‘:Doroth& Lake Report

"Mdrgan-repoited that:the Dorothy Lake projcct s being held in

Taiva Project

B Al 5
s

-The Cbmmiéyeg Chairman;calléd upon Sundborg and Morgan for reports on |
‘the Taiya project. Sundborg stated that he had recently conferred

with officials of thé Aluminum Company in Pittsburgh who told him that - :
they wanted to develop Taiya as a private project without the IR D T

that he would look into the matter and let the Governor's Office know

hisjvieW}\'Sﬁndborg,furtherfstated that the Aluminum Company felt
that the Bureau of ReclamatioﬂfwculdﬂbeVunsudcessful in obtaining

He also reported that within the past two weeks the City =

i

| at once. Sundborg requested ‘that the Department ofgthgylnieriorfﬁake‘x,"" k
no steps beyond the studies! authorized. Kadow explained that = ‘

. interested in ‘ascertaining the true power and mineralfpoténtials!éf1~_5 :‘ :
the area. He further stated that he .knows of no contemplated action "

which would determine at this time who would build the facility.

pointed out that the Aluminum Compeny could get only 160 acres of

Jand under the Public lend Sale Bill and wondered what their total

~ needs vould be., Sundborg said they would require approximateIYJBO,OOO;}s;;
_acres and that they contemplated going to Congress for the land. ET
. Morean reported that preliminary information developed by investige- ' |
~ Tions of his Burcau carried on under Secrctary Krug's instructions, had | =
" supplied the basic informetion for a conference with the Canadions at
~ Ottawa. This conference produced ~reat interest by the Canadians
 and an ezreement on’ their part to spend approximetely #100,000 this
. summer as their part of a joint effort to proporly appraise the Taiya s

%

project. They also agreced to set up a Canadian-American four-man ..

the coming vear snd desicneted Assistont Seerctavy Farne to represent -

committee conecerning this project. Mr. &, L, Beard will represent the
Corns of imoineers. Both the Department and: the Canadian Government

have requested that no ‘publicity be given to this project in order not
to joopardize other Cenadian projects currently under consideration,

sheyence beceuse the lack of a market for thcépower‘doesfnotVjustify ;”‘ k

‘;_3;- 
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3s

‘Roads,”

A,

= _BQ

~the Geolovlcal Survey on the one hand and the Bureau of Reclamation
on the other as to the wording of the Six-Year Heport as it relates to

In the February 1949 meetlnp of the Field Commlttee, the nroblem of

concerned, Nothing is pronosed at this time relatlve to the boundarles,

"He said that he vas in constant touch with Canadian officials o~nd -

Defense establishment who were interested in such a service and

that he was thinking in terms of Government ovmership Ship of facilities
- with their lease to erlvate menagement with option to buy. . Hovrevar, 1f
the car ferry program could be 1nstalled with both private ownership

~ support, Sundborg brought out the fact that Steve Homer hoped to
“expand his present service from Haines to Juneau on to other Alaskan

.001na to‘uonnress for constructnon authorlty at this time, Hejalse
-‘1nelcated that ¢értain ba31c information lacking in the report as it
’ now stande w111 be supplied when the renort is rev1sed.

b

‘SleYear Report

‘The notent1al power projacts scheduled for investigation by the Bureau

of Rec;ematnon in their six year program were discussed and approveﬁ. Lo
A con81dereble discussion resulted between the Bureau of Mines and

the use of coal versus water resources in the manufacture of power,
The agency heads agreed to work out wording satlsfactorv to all

i

nghtwof Jay throuvh Tetlln Indian Reservatlon

establishing a right~of-way throuch the Tetlin Indian Reservation was
broucht up. This problem had two distinet phases~ the rlght—of-way and
the modlflcetlon of the boundﬂrles of the reservation, The Committee
Chairman read a letter from Don Foster under date of January 6, 1950
indicating that the Alaska Road Comnission would be given a permanent
right—of-wey throush the Tetlin Indlan ?eservatxon over which they
would have complete control, This solution is satisfactory to all

of‘the reservation,

Cer Ferry Provram

qze reported the car ferry program was faced v1th many problems over:
which his agency had no control, The outlook for the development of
adequate road outlets in Canada was dismal at this time, Canadian
officials have indicated that from three to ten years would be needed
to complete the connection required at Prince Rupert and at Haines,

was urging all possible consideration of the vlan, The design of the
boats requlred for the service was being studied by the Natlonal

mizht be willing to bear a portion of the cost. Noves further indicated
and management, this would have the Road Comm1531on and Field Commltteo'

tovns and to Prince Rupert, Homer was neootlatlng for a mall contract

e
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RG 2L OFCice

theﬁgranﬁinééof which would help him bring this about. The Committee

h £3 =

agreed that the Department should give all possible support to Homer's
‘plan, th?ﬁ??Y doubted his ability to bring this aboute. Q

. Feeder Rbadsi

Burean of Land ianagement in determining where farm roads should go#

Territorial Rooad Commission as a basis for standardizing the proce-

improvement, and maintenance of the main road system, these

Metealf has@agfeed to this verbelly, but no writteﬁ reply has been

- no roason why the Alaska Rood Commission could not build a limited

In a discussion of feeder roads, Noyes requested the assistance of the
and of the Bureau of Mines and the Geological Survey in 1ocating‘miningﬁ‘
roads. At the present time,such determinations are being made by the
Road Commission, but Noyes felt that his agency did not possess

i

adequate information to make these determinations without the help of
the agendies mentioned above., The Bureau of Land Management, the

Bureau of Mines, and the Geological Survey agreed to cooperate with the =
Road Commission in so far as they were able, S E

Suburban Roads

Noyes, Chairman of a subcomhitteechmposed of Sundborg and Metcalf,

reported thatythe‘iollowinggrecommendations were being made to the

dures for handling suburban road problems. Since the Alaska Road
Commission's funds must be applied only to the construction,
recommendations were as follows:

Tn any suburban development where local interests are willing to
contribute, the Territory should stand ready to match these funds
on a fifty-fifty basis for the construction of suburban roads.

Maintenance should be assumed one hundred per cent by the Territory
~until such time as the suburban developments are incorporated
within the bounderics of mumicipnlities. I e '

A

reeeived,  bees agreed to follow through and. report at the next
Committee meeting of any progress made, : Co

Roads within Small Unincorporated Townsites such as Tok Junction

Pueketd and Kuehl raised questions about building roads in small
unincorporated towmsites such as Tok Junction in order to carry out
tovmsite plans developed for these areas, Noyes said that as long
as the suburban development wes not privately sponsored, therc was

numher of roads in these arcas to carry out the Department's plens
until such & time as the townsites became incorporatcd. ‘

LB V | ; ‘

Territories
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F, ”ithdrawang

or Road Rlphts-ofAUay

,:‘

At a recent 1*”:Leld Committee meeting several proposalu concernlnp the
establ:snment of r:vhts—of*ways versus easements for roads were
discussed and ! followed up by a recent meeting in Washington which. ~w
Noyes attended. The following ‘agreement between the Bureau of Land S
Management and the Alaska Road Commission was reached which offers a
more. satlsfectory b351s for meetln th:s very compllcated problem- f

‘The areas reserved for roads would continue to be admlnlstered as g
withdrawn areas in accordance with the Drov151ons of Publlc TLand P
Order;éOl\daund Aurust 10, 1949, Co *

Tne w:thdrawn rlnhts—of»way would make it. mandgtory to restrlct ;
entries to include areas located only on one side of a road, as
1ands in entrlps ﬂust be oontlauous. |

The Bureau of Land Managumen% ould determine the ccnter 11n°s of
the constructad roads in those areas which have been prev1ously
;surveved under the rectanoulav system of surveys and where title
was still in the Government in order that supplemontal plats‘ﬁ
might be prepare d to showr areas and designa tlons for the Dubllc
lands borderlno on the r12h+s—of~way

The Bureau of LandVMﬂnanom@nt, in exocutlng nCW'cadastral surveys,
would, where necessary, determine the center 1vnos of the
constructed roads as the proper basis for chttlnn them through
the sections. The plats representing the cadwstrﬁl surveys would
give the areas and dcsndnatlons of the lands abuttﬁna on the
flthdru. m arca.

: Thﬂ Alasba Road Commission would reimburse “the Bur au of Land
‘Monvobmaut for the cost of the field work in thooe cases vwhere it
was ncecessery to determine the center lines of thc constructed
highwnys as the basis for computing the areas of the public 1ands
adgkcbnt to thc TGSLerd area for hlvhupy purposcs.

Tho Al"skp Road Commission would nroceod as ranldly as p0551blc to
preparc mnps of definitc locations for all constructed roads in. o
Alaska and file coplus of thosc meps with the ?Lazon"l ;
Admlnletrﬁtor, Buc zau of Land Mﬂnﬂpomﬂnt, nt Anchor Alﬂska.

. Alaska Rﬂllroad

gNucLor said the Army and the D nwrtmont of thc Tutcrlor wore he vina a
.  high high Tevel discussion in the near future in shlngton to dcflnltely
i S decide vhether Whittidr was to remain an Army port exclusively or
: ‘ Lhﬁthcr it as to be' opunad for civilian usce Going on the agsumption :

-

6
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o that “'Ihn.ttimrfwould remain a closed port the Railroad's budpet in the
S {Slx Year Report prov1des for tha rehabllitatlon of the llne from
e 'Seward to“‘PQr’cao'e. 5 o ‘

SR ‘Mlnlng

&

Sek,‘

' A. Coordlnatlon bct* een the Bur ol of MlnLS and the Goolom.cal urvey

‘oundborg asked what efforts were belnﬁ made to coordlnate more -
‘thorouﬁnly'tn work of the Bureau of Mines and the Geological Survey.
",Reed indicated that thelr local representative in Juneau would be
'jvxven more aLthorlty o cone with such problems, but that the i
organization of the Geoloclcal Survey was satlsfactory for handling B
glbs nroblems, He felt that the, benefits of having him in Hashlnaton SR
- outteighed the d~sadvantapes. The accéptance of the aeologlcal :
Survey's Alaskan program would seem to confirm this, Lorain felt that f,
a closer liaison between Reed and himself was necessary and. indicated
“he had already begun working closely with Twenhofel, Cne of the
obvious bhovtcomlnvs, according to Reed, was that tnere hos not been
enough detoiled conuldoratlon given " to the nsed for teamwork in
‘“devolonlnw each agency's. work Drovrﬂm. As a rule a pcolaglst and a
practical minineg man zet the best results when thuy.work together as a
‘team, More of this type of 1 lanning was . required and both Loraln and
Reed a abrced to undertake it. As far as actual nroaycts 7o, the
Geological Survey rbcownﬂzcd the Burzau of Mincs! need for a certain .
amount of zcologic ﬂdVlce as projects progressed and’ would mold their
progzram to fit into the oev@lonment pthuS of the Bureau of Mincs!'
activities in so for as 90351b10. dOW'compllanted Lorain on the-
‘menner in which he had taken hold of the Burcau of Mines' activities
‘and expresscd graat satlsfnctlon with the results which were boing
obtezined., He 5”id this illustrated once more the value of, a regional
\organ:zatlon 1nd the prontlnn of r>ﬂsonable authorlty to tho Dlrcctor. ;

i

Bq‘iPumlclte

iThc Cholrmpn rcad the followlno tclegram from As31stﬂnt Sccfﬂtury'Wﬂrnef
indieating the action the Dopartment wished to take on the matter of
~making ﬂVﬂllhblo thﬂ pumxcmuc deposit at ﬁutmal Na tlon 1 Mbnumcnt°n

‘“Supnlemontlnm my . 1ett:r of December 28 BLM hes “dVlSOd most
~ feasible method to meke Katmoi pumicite "V”llﬂh&w under
Act July 31, 1947, 61 Stat, 681, is by deletion of lands from
. ‘Monument by proclsmation snd: simultrncous tempor?ry'w1thdrﬂW?1
from dlSﬂOQltlQn undor Mining Laws, Dpp031t buSt suited for use
‘and rcmovﬂl smtuﬂtbd near head of Kukak Bay and location favored
by NPS, roble Kuchl end you report to ucvlonel Director:
'momllnson for concuryence, size and dcscrlntion of mlnimum area
.Kukﬂk Bay to bo dolated bv nroclam"tlon.“ ;

=T
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 the Geologicel survey, in cooperation with the Bureau of W Mines, be‘

- Lorain brouvht out: the F“ct that a briquetting laboratory was. under
- consideration by the Bureau of Mines for installation in the States and

- Lorain qoren,d to axplore thls matter with Uhlvcrsity officials,

 Mining Lews. He stated that he had received instructions from the R
‘Secrotorv's Office to koep this discussion complotply'w1thln the family,

individurl articles, Kadow folt that this subject was highly specialize
~and ho douhted the GU"IL*lCrthHS of most Committce members to pass on
. the proposed rovisions, Puckett suggoested thu discussion be tobled
 since tho mattoer -—mas obv1oubiv boing handled on a hlghyr lovel, The

Tbls 1nformatlon 1ndioates a p0851b1e development of a lﬂght aovrenate
for nekbulldlna 1ndustry‘1n Anchorape. The Chairman, the Natlonal

: Park Service and the Secretary!'s Gffice have been working tOQether on
it .and expecu to have it available this summer. After a dlscu551on on
the p0581b111tv of finding supplies of pumicite closer to Anchorage

than that available in the Katmai National Monument, Kuehl moved that
requested t0 make an wnuly51s of the 1venlcb111ty of materials for a
light weight aggregate in the area of Anchoraze. The Committee con=--
curLed with the excention of Reed who abstained from voting. Kuehl

is to prepare‘n map znd.W1re the necessary information to Washlnaton
so that the action proposed in the telegram could g0 forwerd mnthout
oel Ve ‘ ; , : e

i

thot he is meking an effort to get this plont for Alaska, He asked for
ﬂnd'qu given asgurance of the Flold Commltuoe's sunport.% Kadow

suggested that Lorain investigate the p0851b111t7 of locating ‘this
laboratory at the University of Alasks since it might constitute the
basis around which a general coal rescarch effort could develop.

The Chuzrmmn 1ntroducod a dlSCHSSLon conomrnlnu a reV151on of the

Lorain said that if the proposals made were adopbed, they-would keep
prospectors off the public domnin according to the mining industry;
that the nroposed changes were discussed ot a mcot1n¢ of ‘the fmerican’
Mining Congress lost Septombor ot which about 1500 mumbers of the
industry werc prosent and that the Congress voted ovcrwhylmlngly against
it with onlv one dissent ing vote,’ Rﬁed reported that the qeologlcnl
Survey wes studying thosc TCV1910nS‘ thﬂt untll hlS ageney hed -
of¢101nlfy taksn a stand, hc could not discuss the ‘subject, However,
his Director wanted hzm(to«c;ll the uommlﬁtoe’s attention to the
differcnce betwoen the Leasing Laws and the Mining Laws and thot
neople wore inclined to lose sloht of the fset that these vere
difforent laws, Lorain oxprosscd the opinion thrt the best way to
amond the mininy I-ws Tould be to make individuel amendments to

-8~

C, Br1QUut Lﬁboratory
D, Mining Lawsf
~Committac concurrud.
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- E, VW1ndy Cement Progect

Morgan reported on the recommendatlons of Nﬂgor S, i, utton concernlng
“the cemenb»progpct for Wlndy which he con81dered uneconomic, ‘
Considerable discussion took place as to the validity of some of the
assumptions made by Hutton in the rouzh draft of his report regarding -

- raw mft@r*ale wages, and size of the market, However, everyone
azreed that the basic conclusions in the Hutton report were sound, ;
Both Reed and Lorain poin ted out that 1nadequate data was Dresently "t
avallable, -that sound conclusions could not be made on the raw.
‘materials; that the cement Drogect should not be turned down fl tly at
this time; that the Bureau of Mines should continue their 1nvest10a~
tions for another season to complete a true plcture of the raw
materials for future rexerence. It was n01nted out by Loraln that
condltlons in the Railbelt were changing and that it was his Bureau's
job to zet the information before and not after the need was determined.
The Committee thousht that Hutton's report which was necpsswrlly based
on incomplete data should not be allowed to give the cement project a
black eye for all time, Lorain made the following motlon whlch was
~Seconded and Dassed unanlmouoly |

;"The 1oalc of the rough draft of Hutton's rvport of January 7, 1950
points to the 1nstallatlon of the bulk cement handling facilities
at Anchorage as being the best solution at the present time; ‘that,

a cement plant at thdy, from data available, seems uneconomic
and should not be built at this time, Hoa“vcx3 1nvest1*at10ns of

raw material resources and the economics of the entlrc project
should be continued to complete the npnrelsel of this project for -
the rﬂcord.ﬂ ; o

Further discussion took place concerning the bulk cement oppratlon.

. Kadow renorted that o private company was negotia ting with both the
City of Anchorame ﬂnd the Military for a leasc of 1°nd suitable for
the 1n%tc11"t10n of facilities to handle bulk cement, Nucker ~

 indiceted that the City of Anchorage and the Rajilroad hed now rcached
a2 satisfrctory basis for turninz the lond over to the City and that
the lease wes to be consummated soon. He hoped thaslwould be in time

3 to allow the com:nt project to go forward without delay. Kadow

reported thrt eccording to General Twining the hrmy'has trv1na to
introduce langunge into their negotiations that would limit the profits

~ of this arrengement, Lorain pointed out that Hutton's cement report

 indicetes no arzat savings can be expe cted from the bulk handling of
cement unless -the facilities nre government owned and operated under a
controlled lease or by the oovnrnmpnt itself, Further discussion of
this point took placo and the Committee instructed the Chairmen and
the Railrosd to pursue the mattor of bulk cement handling and to keep
the Committec posted on devclopments. The bulk 0pﬁrat30n is con~-
sidered highly desirable.
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6. ~Dlscu351ons Related to FlSh and Wildllfe |

i

A. ‘Control1@d,;urn1ng of Fore$t Lands

.:L

‘ Durlna a&Fish and Wildllfe dlscu531on Ralston 1ntroduced the 1dea of
‘\1nst1tut1nc a program of controlled burnlng of some of the submarplnal
forest lands in order to fé0111tate ‘the feedlnv and devnlopmnnt ofuv
w1ld11fe. Ho decision was reachedion this matter, but the Fish and L
‘.Wlldllfe Service was 1nstructed to make its recommendatlons at a future |
meeting if such a program,:after careful consideration by the Bureau i
of Land Management and: the FlSh and ¥ildlife Serv1ce, appeared to have

merlt. ‘ ;

B. Relndeer Qerds s

A Oommlttee member asked the Flsh and Wlldllfe Serv1ce and the Alaska g
Native. Serv1ce to explain exactly what the present 31tuat10n wa.s regard—
ing the reindeer problem, Brust indicated that there were throe :

»  reindeer herds now, one at gt. Michael, one at Kotzebue, and one at
Nunivak. Those at Nunivak "nd a2t Kotzebue are to be mainteined at
3000 head and those at St, Michael at 1000 head, The Nunivak herd
was at 30,000 head, but is being reduced to 3000 head due to the very
serious pasture problem., Brust pointed out that under communlty
management by the natives, the reindeer problem became very. serlous,
but that now the 'y were turning over the herds to individuals and find
that the menazement is much mor? sptlsfactorv. Rﬂlston said the Fish
and Wildlife Service works closely with the Alaske Native Service in a
program to combat predﬂtors and tbat good control 1s b01na obtained, -

‘f# o C, Drovr um of tbe Flshory Prodvcts Laboratery, Kbtchlk.n, Alaske

r, Norman Wiuutoff, Flshpry dmrkotlnv Sp001allst of ‘the Flshery Products S
Laboratory and Mr, Jack Mendenhall, Secretary of the Fisheries L
Experimental Commission (z territorial body which cooperates in
opérating the laboratory) spoke to the Field: Commltt e on the work
being donc at tno laborﬁtory. ‘ :

~ The first 1tem covercd was the commer01a1 poss1b111tles of the
-utilization of salmon waste. Wigutoff brought out that one-third of
the salmon was wasted, amounting to an annual waste of 100,000,000
pounds per ycar, Thls waste has grzat nutritional valuee Dumnlng
of it at the canncry constitutes a health hazard. Such dumping has
slrcady been prohibited by the Territorial Departmunt of Health 2t
Pelican and it is anticipated thot similer action will take place for
~othor spots in the Territory, Up to this p01nt, utilization of waste
has been dlfflcult due to several factor5'~(l) the 1solﬂted location
of cannories mkes it difficult to get the waste toopthpr for
cconom10ﬁl pr000531ng,(2) the short scason during which waste becomes

W
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b avallable mpkps it necessary to proceSQ it qplcklj or preserve 1t :
since it is hlohly perishable and (3) the high cost of transportation,
labor, etc,~zThe Fishery Products Laboratory has studied this ;.\
~prob1em(from three points of V1ew.‘(1) the development of a means of
handling. and storing waste so that it could be used at a more : ;
convenlent rabe and in such 'a fashion that its nutritive characterlst1033
‘are not destroyed (2) the develooment ‘of products which could be made
”ffrom the material such as fish hatchery feed, fur farm animal feed and

biologicals (vitamins, and amino acids) and (3) ‘the possibility of & S

fTOLtlnp ‘salmon reduction: vlan+ for processing.the waste. prOV1d1ng ;
adequate storage facilities were availeble at the cammeries. Wigutoff
brouzht out the faect that 1nt*rest in reduction of salmon waste was
increasing since it was very possible that canneries would soon have
to start paying to have it hauled away instead of dumping it in

front of their cannery.. ‘Because of this two or three of the companies
large enouzh to have rasearch facilitiszs are studjlna thée metter,
Ralston broumhb out the fact that they had not made enough studies to
:krow-whcther salmon vmste could be uséd for commercial nroducts on-a
~small nlwnt bas:s put that in his opinion such operatlons are
pr“ctwc al. '1”vtoff gaid +h 't the traditional method of produc1nv
salmon me al and oil would requ*re a plant investment of about wi0, OOO (-
~to w50, OOO However, they've been working on methods . which would
require a smeller plent 1nv=stment Also in line w1th the conservation
epproach, bhere is a growing feeling thot all or none of the salmon
should »e uvtilized. ”bwever, methods of complcte use are belng
studled,‘out comple+e rosults are not available, Two reduction plants
were in operation last year, one at Ward's Cove near Ketchikan and the
other at Seldovia, Sundborg stated that a plant was being considered

. for Petersburg. Wigutoff. FT stated that a few years ago funds were ‘made
avaxlable for research by independent, State and Terrltorlal agencies,
~ Studies mode at that time resulted in’ the publloatlon of two reports.
The program started at that time cammot be brought to frvmtlon unless
add1t10n31 funds are mace avaxlaole to continue the experlmcnbatlon.

The second item covered: bv 1~utoff wos their butter clam toxin work,
This was started in 1946, Wit The T 7951 budget includes no money for it,
The Laboratory has been workingz to reduce the problem of toxicity in
the Alaskan butter clams by specialized canning methods and has made
real nrozress in this effo*t. Also, as a resnlt of studies comnleted
ky the Leboratory which indicated the human tolerance to the toxin, the
Food and Drug Administration has unofficially ralsed the tolerance
level from.2OO to 1900 units, Since butter clams. are considered.a good
off-season industry requiring only a small 1nvestmont, expe rimental
_work and the collection of data on the seographical distribution of
the toxicity of clams esre beiny con tinued by the Fish and “ildlifc

 Services : " b
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‘f@iggﬁggg stated that last year the Wlsh and"lldllfe Serv1ce started
what w1ll be continious eyploratory fishing for king crab, bottom

floh, tuna, etc, A new boat has just been bullt for this purpose and

~1s expected to supply ba51c data for the development of neW'flsherles.é;

o

BOrder, JaVSJue and Townuite Plannlno

A,

RG |2 &€Cice

Border Faclllty

The quostlon was raised by the Chairman as to the type of faczllty
‘that was being planned by the Park Service for the ﬁlaskan—Yukon
border. KueQ1 indicated that according to nresent vlans the first

units of this facility would be budgeted in the first year and would

be general office requlrements for the Alaska Q1~hway Patrol, Customs,

 Immigration, Fish and "ildlife Service, Bureau of Land Manacement as

well as a post office, weishing scale, some housing, "rater system,
sewerage and a checking station. He further qtatcd that there would

 be limited facilities for those people who were required to remain

overnicht at the horder because the Custom's office was not open

or because of 1rreaular1tles in their papers, Five hundred thousand -

dollars was beine budmet ed in each of three yoars to. brlno this
border development about, At this time therc was no way of knovring
what the actual cost Would be until the rmqulremcnts of the various
acenc1es concerned were resccived. Noyxs raised cons:derable ‘Objection

to asking for more than w250,000 to 5300, 000 for the entire facility

~and suggestbd that no. uourLs+ facilitics be provided by the Government

anywhere on the hishways, He thought these should be provided by

can use arc being develonvd with private funds. These are not high

~class f801llElOS, but if more money -as spent on them, thoy‘would

be uneconomlcal at this time. It would not be fair to have the

‘govbrnment ‘compe ting w1th private enterprise. The Depurtment would be

- criticized if it dld Kunhl roiterated that facilities of this

nature built by the government would be operated on a concession
basis by privatc enterprise, but he thought a good facility would

- set the pmttorn alonz the hizhway,

Whvs+5 FﬁCllltl s e .

Kuehl ”dVOCHtGd the development of road vay51du nark faczlltles at
throe sites on the Highway, The volicy of - av31de prarks is a common
volicy in many States of the Union and he saw no reason why Alaska~
should not follow such o policy, He said thet the standard of present

fecilitics is of a low quality and definitely inodequate. He further

stated thﬂt th& oulldlna of some government fa0111tlcs alono thc

“12-

_private enterprise, Kadow stated that in the n01ahborhood of the bordern
and along 21l of the main highways of Alaska, facilities which tourlsts;_

vy
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Hlﬂhway would sérve as a measure “for private enterprise to follow and
also as. a>st1mulus for facilities provided by private enterprlse.

: Hoveven, only the Qoroer faC111ty has been budoeted,

TownsltebPlannlng

A dlscu831on of townsite plannlng and. the problems assoomated wlth it ”E
~ took place.‘ Kuehl sugzested that the Department investigate the

possxbllﬂules of securing legislation that would permit it to zone
townsites prior to their 1ncorporat10n as villages. Puckett doubted
that such legislation could be obtained. Kuehl stated that mthout
zoning, town olannlnv loses much of its effectlveness., It was :
recommended thet some zoninz legislation adequate for this problem

be developed b the Dollcltor‘s Office for consideration by . the Field
Committee and later by the Department since it is de51rcb1e to zone ]
and control the relezse of land for tovmsites up to the point where a’
town becomes 1ncorporabed. The Chairman was 1nstructed to follow

‘ throuvh on thls.

8, Reservatlons and ,1thirawsls

A

Indlan Reservatlons

uundoorp introduced the subject of roscrvatlons by'statlng that all

. five members of the Alaska Development Board had authorized him to

protest to the Committee ngainst a reservation pollcy for Llaska, He
said that thoy feel the pollcy is wrong; that the greatest harm was
beinz done in starting such.a system; hﬁt once it was sterted
nobody knew how far it would go; that if resorvqtlons were created i
for all ! ndlans there would be very little land loft for anybody olse,
that such a DOllC" mould be destructive of development plans of
grouns +that are trying to push Alaska ahead; thet from the Suandp01nt
of the Department of the Interior, the manner in which, this news
ceme out constitutzd quite: a cross for Interlor s Alaskan representa-
tives to he ar, A lively dlscus51on of this subaoct took place
which in zcneral brousht out the vein of Sundborg's vommonts, after

-\'whlch the follov ne motlon was proposed by bundborg-

7

"In vwovrof the wldosoroad.pub11c cr1t101sm 1n Alaska of Secretpry
Krug!s Barrow, Hydaburg and Shungnak Reservation Upders and the
 fecling of the majority of the members of this Committee
- questioning the wisdom of adoptinz an Indian reservation policy
. for the Territory as a means of scttling Indian claims, the Alaska
Field Committec: r=soectfu11y recommends to the Secrotary of the
Interior that this Committeg as a policy recommending instrument
for the Department on Alaskan problems, should be: permitted to
oon81dor such proposaed ordﬁrs in "dvancc of actlon hy sthlnvton.

13-
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~ We feel that the view of most Alaskans on the Indian reservation

~ and aborizinal rights question is such that actions similar to
Secretary Xrug's in this matter materially weaken the position of
the! Department in the Territory and because of this weakening
jeovardizes the Yepartment's overall Alaskan program, The policy
of .creating reservations as a means of settling the Indian claims
problem in Alaska is one moreover, in our opinion, that requires
much additional careful consideration and discussion, esveciatly on

. a field level, since nearly every agency of the Department is
affected and the views of each should be availahle for detailed
consideration, We urgze that before any more Indian reservations
are ordered that the Alaska Field Committee be consulted in each
specific case prior to action and that Alaskans likewise bhe given
the opportunity to weigh amd express themselves on the merits and
demerits of the contemplated actions! - ﬁ ‘

A11 present voted for the motion.except one member who abstained from -
voting, Brust wished the following statement inserted in the minutes:

"Each individual claim or case should be decided on its merits - e
either as to land or cash settlement - by the properly constituted
authority. There are spots in which ¢iving Indians land would be
better than giving them cash and vice versa," \

After Sundborg's motion passed, the Chairman summed up the views of
the Committee by saying that the Commiftee did not presume to pass
Judgment on the legality of aborieginal rights and Indian claims but
emphatically expressed its views against reservations as a mems of
scttling them. 2lso, they experienced embarrassment by the
announcement of such withdrawals from Washington without any vrevious
knowledse or cxplanation of them., The majority of the Committee
members indicated th-t an barly settlement of this very important
problem by the courts of the United States should be sousht. Such a
settlement in their ominion would be accevted without quostion
throughout Alask~ by Whitcs and Indisns alike,

B.  Goose Lake Withdrawal

The Chairmsn raised the subject of the Goose Lake withdrewal by
indiceting Thot the Alaske Housing Authority had requested land in the
arca for the develobment of its housing prozrem, He stated that the
Fish and Wildlife Service had reported that they were not interested
in the epproximately 125 zcre piece of patented land now under lease
(revokable at will)to the Railroad by the Army who holds title. He ;
explrined thot the Army was willing to turn it over to any agency ;
suggested by the Intorior Department without cost if they could find an
agency who had a permanent use for it, Kodow!s recommendation to turn

~1=
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the land over to the Alaska Housine Authority was acted upon favorably:
bv the uommwttee with the followmnc recommendations:

Tha& the ﬁlaska Housing Authority work with Puckett and Kuehl in
develonlnp an overall Dlen for the entire acreage of the Goose
Lake withdrewal including the area now under lease to the
Ra¥lroad. This plan is to be approved by the Interior Uepartment
“and pald for entirely by the Alaska Houszno Authorlty. -
That the area of this plan set aside for housing could be made
available to the Alaska Housing Authority under the conditions of
the Alaska Housing Act, Any saving in the cost of land thus
obtained should be reflected in the ultlm ate cost of the housing
oonbtrvctedq

That ample land should be sét rside in the plan for “the brosid
objectives of the orizinal withdrawal. It was sugsested thst at
least 200 acres be saved for the city, territorial, and federal
sovernment huilding needs; that at least 100 acres be set sside
for a public park and playground area; and that at least 200
acres be reserved for future government needs not specifiecally
stipulrted above, This wovld leave approximately L90 acres of
the total for housing developments of various types umder the
dlrectjon of the Alaska Wousing Authority, It was suggested that
the Alaskn Yousingz Authority would he an ideal agency to get
title from the militarr to the land now held under lease by the
Alaska Roilroad, Powevur, the area is to be devcloped with the
~overall Dlan.

That the Alaska Housing Authority should assume full respon51b111ty
for carrying out the dPVplovment of the Gocse Lake area in line {
with the plens approved by the Interior Department, ]

Althourh lands of the arca will be turned over to the Alaska Housing
ﬁnthorJtv only on the basis of their needs, which at the moment appear

- to be somewhere between 125 to 130 acres, the Committec instructed
Kndow and Puckett to clear these recommendations with washington and
to carry out Washington's recommendations in the above spirit,

Co Militery ﬁithdrawals

Puckett indicated that as e result of the meeting on transportation 5
anc communications held in Juneau on November 30 and December 1, 1949,
conversations hove progressed with the H#ilitary on the subject of land
withdrawels in a very sctlof“ctory'veln with few exceptions, Ha }
reported thot in » meeting colled by Zenersl Scott between the members
of his organigzstion and the Mlllt?ry? Jenerrl Scott voluntarily '

~15-
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instructed representatlves of the Vllntarv as to what specific lands
should be included in new applications and demonstrated willingness
to cooperate with the Interior Department on this overall problem,
He furthmr stated that the requirements of the #ilitary would
probably’ be whittled dovm materially in line with the pollcy to
request’no more land than they actually need, The Military agreed to .
cease requesting land for yecreational withdrawals excent for the
amount of land needed for the actval buildingsinvolved,

W ; R

‘ Puckett further reported that the sitvation at Xodisk was tobe
worked out between his office and the Navy; that the outlook at the
moment was not as favorable as the one reported above. According to
Puckett the Navy is requesting a lot morz land than they need.
Aémiral Waoner is quoted as having said that once the withdrawal is
made, the Nevy will return the parts which are not needed, Puckett,
with the support of the Committee, is against the policy of with~
drawals of more land than is regquired nart:cularly since restorations .
to the public domain are very slow and creste many administrative .
problems that would not be created if the land wasn't taken out in
the first place, Puckett also pointed out that there were several
farms on Kodiak Island grazing cattlc, and that the Navy vished to
administer the les scs. Puckett is against this nroc dure since the
grazinz area doesn't interest the Nevy for its ovm uses and the
function of security does not scem to be involved, but simply zives
the Nevy control of the srea under quostion, 'Puckett indicated
that the ¢razcrs may come up with permit requests which he expects to
issue, Unce they ore issucd, he prosumss that official attention
i1l be focused on the nroblem, and it =11l be clarified. The
Committee zonorally supported the views of Puckett and instructed
its Chairman to assist Puckett in bringing ahout a satisfactory
solution to the prohlem as a wholz,

D Gen r?l 1th4r4Wﬂl Matters

The general subjsct of withdrawals s teken up by introducing a
lotter from Assistant Sccrotary Werne under date of Jenuary S, 1950
which is quotzd below: : f

"T hrve your Novembar 7 letter stoting the recommendations on
land ulth‘rawﬂls, sgresed on by the Alaska;?ield Committes,

I agroe with the first two recommendations, i, e¢,, that with- i
drawals made to eid the Settlement Ij111 be lifted as soon as §
arcas arc found unsuitable for the purposcs of the bill, or, if |
‘the bill doas not pass ot the 2d session of the 8lst Conqrbss,

as repidly as clessificetion studies are completed. It cartainly
is not the Departmont's intention to tic up lands unneccssarily ;
or for unduly long p=rlods in connoetion with the Settlement Bill,

6
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The thlrd and fourth recommendatlons contbmplﬂte that w1thdrawal
requests will be filed in the apnropriate land office and that
‘thesreouesus will be publicized before withdrawals are made.
Tbls 1s 2t variance with the present departmental nrocedure

' which was recently promulgated (Departmental Order No, 25&1 of
November 15, 1949, i ¥, R, 7048). The present procedure
ordinarily would nrov1de that publicity be civen and oh’ections
invited at the tlme of the publlcatlon of the withdrawal ordé¥,
~Hear¢nﬂS'would theroaftcr he soheduled if warranted. :

As a result of your 1etter, nowevur, a draft of an amendment

to Order Wo, 25L1 is being prepared to provide that the Secretary\
or other officer authorlzed to make withdrawals will have
published in the Federal Register his determination as to whether
or not the withdrawal 81ould.be revoked or modified as a result

of any protests received or hearings held, Such determinstion
will be published within six months from the date the notice of
the withdrawal order appears in the Federal Hcvlst"r or within

six months from the date of ‘the hearlnp 1f one is” oraercd ‘

It is feared that giving publlclty prior to tho 1usuance of the
.+ withdrawal order would cause a rush to make locations and settle-
' » ments in the areas to be withdravn, nullifying or impeding the
purpose of the withdrava « The Bureau of Land ﬂmnwaement is
‘presently trying to work out a procedure vhereby agencies could
file withdrawal requests in the land offices and thbreby segre-
gate the land from vntry or location, Some obgect:ons to such a
“proce dure have been raised in the D°p<rtment of Justice, and we
are not certain that we shall be able to adopt it, Until it can
- be adooted, I believe that a procedurc along th\ lines of Crder
25l is proferable.t, ‘

© 9, Administrativef?roblems,

A, .Lcoal Counsol

Kadow ruportgd that the Solicitor's Cffice was °ct1v ly examining
candidates for the position of Legal Counsel for the Department in
Alrs&a vacated by Judge: Folta several yecars ago, He said that it was
ntonded that the burcaus who use his services would.p‘y for them at
lu@St until such a timc s a dirsct appropristion was mede for the
activity. OSome of the agency heads raised the quostion as to whether
‘or not & man with sufficiently broad training could be found to mest
the vnried nceds of the various angencies, L dow explained that a
progressive. forward looking attitude on the part of the lawycr was in
. his opinion morc important than his specific cxperience in any one
fiel? . A ~ood aggressive liberal lavwyer was a fundamental reguiremort
for the job., Hc stated thot this eppointment was entirely up to the

el
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Sollcltor
requlrempnts of the job.
,‘that ¢hey coula fill it a

s Office and that they had comnlete knowled~e of the

- He, therefore, saw no. reason to doubt
dequﬂtely and v leely. f

VB. ~Press end Puvllc Re]atlons

In a cenvral dJSOUSqLOH of the functlons and workings of tne new@y

created pnosition of Stan
~whole matter of press ‘and
Summarlzed as fcllows~ |

evrath made the sugg

might prove useful to
Alas Dnscu851on o

rly all agencies h
' 1t that way. The Bur

A531stant to the Field Commlttee, the.
public relablons was. rev1ewed ‘and’ may‘be

estwon that a2 central cllpplnv service

the various bureaus of the Department in

f this point brouvht out the fact that

ad their own clipplnv service and nreferred
cau of Mines wanted cllpp1n~ service, Noyes

said he was intereste
; Mevrath agreed to wor

Néorath suoaested tha
corcernlnd Llaska be

d in clippings of other agencies,

t 8ll releases emanatlnc from “hshlnpton
reviewed by the agency hoad in the field

belore,rnlvase. He ¢

sthjngton releases b
Megrath be resnon51bl
in the field. After
asreed this was deswr
about effect1Vﬁ1y..

created by not followinz this procedure,

ited examples of problﬂms vhlch had been

e directed to the Field Staff and that

e for clcarlno them with the agency nead
cons1dcrable discussmon, the Committee = -
ble, but doubted that 1t could be brought‘

Mégrath\suvoested that all news concerning each avbncy of the

k. it out to Loraln s and Noynst Satlsfactlon,'fa“

Tt vas sugqested that = |

~Interior Denqrtmpnt should be ralaased from one source.

k‘~Lrt101
: ‘to_mnrx out tho 1nformutaon job wms to hpvo Mbgrcth contact

?~;no blnnkct formula for the 1nformﬁt10n Dronram.

1t was
his contention that the press and radio would soon learn to

lean on this source and that with connections to all NEWspapers
and press, much more adequate and reliable service could be
dev 1onvd Such a procedure would producs uniform statements o
of tho Denartment‘s DOllCV. Megrath proposed to produce i
nrtlclos for sach. agency. d01nc whatever re search and composition
is required, bLt nevor to relcaso unythlnv v1thout the agency!'s
approval and only under the signature of the ogency heads. The

- Committee disavproved the idea of channbllng all news through

one source, The Committec members pointed out that most of the
news Tney produce is done through personal: contact with
reporters when they are tr"VClang throughout 'the Territory,
They were willing, ‘however, to wroduC° nevs 1toms and 'special
as sugze otbd by Mcgr th, Kadow folt that the best way

d about his particulrr needs and that therc w aS'k .
Megrath stated

each agency hoad

~18-
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; that th
v 1nkﬁlas
in.pres

{Y'subtlety or cajolery i

 against

of the fects is the limit of our respon51b111ty. The Committee

as a wh

:‘fvaoreed'W1th Nucker that quite frequently the function of a public
relations man was. to keeo the Department out of the newsnapers i
rather ‘than vettlnv 1t Aneo It was suoaested thet occa51onal

feature
.~ our pro
"f‘Thesc c
itself,
~ the Fie
overy us
‘ ﬂwroed

VTt Wwas
Flelq C

mont aconc1es nere 1nV01V“d whlch'varrent th:t amount of press

cov*ra
the orn
answer.

Drocodurc a tr:el.

At thc

the Commlttce took the stand that only the Cnalrmen was authorized ‘

0. makc
nOW‘bvl

cNuckcr

skens on broad departmcntpl DOllClpS.; Kadow roplizd that up

ﬁto the
mattor
‘and bro
,hov:vcr

activities of +the individual ogencies with broad objectives a8

contr 'S
‘oxprcss

~ informative news rolabive to the Dcpartmcnt‘s Alasken activities.
S Broad strtoments of policy 7ill undoubtedly be cnunciated by the.

Soereta

\sneﬂk for him as has been the case heretofore, He promised to
clerify this and other met tters of policy when he is 1n'Wash1ngton

in thes
noxt mc

Tercitori€s

e nature of releases concernlnp the Department's act1v1t1es s
ka should remain informative. If the Uepartment succeeds :
senting the facts, we have done our job. No amount of ,
*001n~ to prevent the building up of a case b

the Deoartment;hy the opp081t10n, An honest presentatlon

ole acreoted thls obs ervat10n.(~uome Committee memberss:

T

s on the work of oach agency. vculd.be helpful in calllng
gram to the: Deo“le's attention and’vettlno it on record.
ould be handled.bJ friendly wrlters, by each aﬂency -
or by the oubllc relations office, : The nress 11alson of
1d Staff and the Washington Informatlon Offlce could be:
efnl in olacmrf Such msierla.l. The Comm*ttee as’ a whole
to tbls, : . . : ;

irg
L i

apreed that routlne nrcss conferences should b° hcld at
ommlutco meoL¢nvs and at other moetln*s in whlch govern—-

Jearqth exnlalnod that it was: mich sasier to 1nv1te
ss in and answer thair ~uestions than to leave them out and
for their, rcoortlnq. The Commltteo "orced to give this

second mectlnv cof the Field Commlttco 1n Octobcr 19&8

roleases for the Committec as a wholn Thls policy is

ng folio"@d by the Committee. %

skcd to what oxicnt the n051t10n was creatod to sell

present time he he ad rceccived no instructions on this:
but assume d that the policies of 1nd1v1dual ﬂnencles
ed dcportmontel p011c1os were identical. He dld not know,
, to what cxtent the Department u1shcd to flavor the

ted to informative scrvices of thc agency itself, He
ed the belief +hat the service was intended to develop

ry and other high Department officials authorized to
near future and rcoort to the. Commlttec pr1or uO or °t the

r\tino

;19-""
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Another 1tcm discussed was the manner of the payment of Mevrath's
-salary, Several members of the Committee raised the question as to
who had requested this particulsr function, They did not remember
any dlscu351on of the position or anthoriz ation of it by +hem. ‘
Kadow. was OE the opinion thwt the position had.be@n dluCUoSGd at one
of the early meetings of the Field Committee and that the idea for
its oréatlon had orivinated in the Secretarj's Cffice. He was
instructed to check throuszh the minutes and to report in detail Qge |
background of the action at the next Field Committee meeting. Some .
of the Commlttee members, esp901a11y Reed, expressed the view that
they had no nesd for such service and did not wish to make any
contrlbutwon to it. Xadow agreed to make a full report at the next
eetina, but polnted out that since the p081t10n had already been.
creaﬁod br action of the Secretary's Office, he thought that, any
action to the contrary bv the Field Commlttee would not be |
appropriate at this txme.% Reed moved that the Fiold Committee pay
for the new nublicity service in the same manner in whlch they
recomuended paving for ho lawver, that is, those‘accncwcs u81nc the.
sorvice would pay for it, The motion was accented by the Commlttee.
However, it was agreed to tablp it wntil such tlmo as th° facts were
obtained,: 3 ;

C. Per'Diem

Kadow rﬁnortnd that Washﬂnﬂton'was making a study of the varlatlons
in the payment of per dlem among the agencies in &1aska,'and that
discussions in the Field Committece should be tabled for the time
being, However, he brousht out the fact that he would still like all
agencies to supply information on their per diem pOllCluS which had
been nrevlously re qucsted of. each bureau, ;

1Q. ﬂtcr LT
ﬁA report of thﬂ later Law Committee was reque Stud by thb Chanrman. Morgan
N indicated that the Goneral Counsel had dono nothing qboufo the metter and
v  that he would follow it up and sce vhethor a roport couldn't be ﬂv11lnble
in time to submlu it to the next T":L\,ld Committce m“@tlhﬁ

11. Devclopmbnt It ms‘

A, Al?SAH Development Administration Bill‘

Under dlscuss1ons related to duvolopment, Kadow explainud th<t the
Alaska Development Administration logislation was listod for discus-
sion at this moeting, but wrould not be taken up bacausc the
Secrateryt!s Office has not complzted the Department's legislotive
program, . No action has been takon yot on the latest draft of the

20~

G 2o OCLice Tercitories
ér\‘f-ry I—8, Claﬁﬂ‘%eﬁ File, IGO71-5/(

Box 50% i senitolv fetioen Uy Jo sBUID/OH paliisse|oaq / paliisseioln aul Woll paonpoiday



B,

‘wAlaskp Development “dmlnlstratlon Rlll or on the
"Commlttee at its special session on December 2

comments of the Fléld“
, 19h9.

If the

rDepertment~voes ahead with this legislation, 1t will. probably not
come before the Field Committee until after "ashlngton has produced

the bill it wants,
~with the elmost universal backing of Alaskans to:

Kadow stated that ‘he was immensely zratified

the leplslatlon in

its present form as oontrested to the violent objections of Alaskans

to the Sevtember draft.
by the Fairbanks Daily News Miner's publishing a

they already knew the draft they obtalned was a dead duck.

The public indignation was brought about: .

routh draft after :
In recent

weeks many eostorlals, letters, and phone calls have requested that
the Department produce a bill to help flnance the sound bu31ness

expansion of the Terrltory !

A

Boat Ropalrs

Kadow renorted that bus 1neésmenfin Juneau and Ketchikan had asked

him why the boats of the various agencies of the
were not being repaired in Alaska, thus creating
jobs, Brust replied that the fdgecumbe had been

.. Alaska, but that there were no ways lerge enough

North Star, Other smaller vessels of the Alaska
rcpelrcd‘ln Alaska,
in the Territory created 2 81tnatlon which meant .

getting boats repaired and usually made such -repairs cost cpnsiderably' :
The idea of repairing ‘boats in the Territory

more in-the lone run,

is very good., The Fish and "ildlife Service has

Army Subport in Juncau and intends to ostayllsh its own repair
facilities to handle their LS boats overated in Alasken waters.

feel that they can ncr?orm such services cnoaper
“them out.

Neﬁt'veet*ng‘of the Field~06mmittee

It was de01ded to hold the next meeting ¢

federal government
desirable off-season
reconditioned in -
to handle the

Native Service are

Ralston. indicated that the lack of repair parts

long delays in
obtained part of the

tuan contracting

at Fairbanks in April providing

‘suitable accommodations and a mecting place were available; otherwise, it

. will be held in Juncau.

= had been mede for the April meeting,

] Also, the Committce requested Kedow to acknowledge |
“‘an invitation from Palmer to hold the noxt meeting there, :
that provious commitments

and inform them
If the

Anvitation still holes for the July me“tlnn, it will be neld in Palmer.

The Fleld Commltteo meetlnp qqjourned on Janu ary 12 1950 at 5:00 P.M,
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belngé requk ted by the Alaska
. agreed that only the A. N. s.
(emphasis ;supplled) ‘If we ar
{apply to the estn.mates of all
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Chlef Alaska Branch . ;

¢ estimated tota.

‘was in a pos:r.tion; o
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=
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ites of the Jamiary Field Committes |
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i

S e A ; d:Ld statement in comectron Wlth’ dlscuss10n of theff .
S:Lx-Year Report is Worthy of no‘ce. V 18

Nat:we Serv:.ce,., H ever, everz

e to presume that this: c,omment Weuld
of the other bureaus concerned J.t

Soonn m:.t'bee in reviewing programs a
S kﬁf‘bhe Program Comnu.ttee.k G

o 2 Powerk

' « No new 1ni‘ormat:.on ¢
in ‘bhe Mlnu.’oes. The statement
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- raises an 1nterestn.ng question as to the function of t

~ (near Juneau) is being held in

The ‘ques’clon of r1ght-—oi‘-wa,y through the Tetlm Ind_lan
‘been resolved with the grant:x.ng of a permanent rlght-v
ska Road Gommiss:Lon over whlch :Lt Wlll have complete

5 o In connectlon w:.th the car--i‘erry pregram, it was reporbed i
L *bhe.t Steve Homer of Por’o Ch:l.lkoot plans to exbend h:Ls serv-:Lce from

he F;Leld Com—

nd submtt:.ng reports of this typete : :f o

oncerm.ng the Ta.lya Progect appeared ;
‘was made that the Dorothy Lake Pro,] ect
abeyance because of the lack of a.

know its cwn.needs."; o
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Haines and ‘Junean on to Prince Rupert but doubt was expressed that he
would be able to carry through.

Colonel Noyes has taken a sound step in formally requesting
the Bureau of Land Management to assist in determining the location **
of farm roads, and the Bureau of Mines and Geological Survey in locat-
ing mining roads. It was reported also that the Territorial Road Com=
mission has agreed verbally to a procedure for standardizing the
handling of suburban road construction on a 50/50 matching basis with
local interests.

L. The Alaska Railroad

Nucker reported to the Committée on the discussions con-
cerning the possible opening of Whittier for civilian traffiec.

5 . Mining

A report was made to the Committee concerning the proposed
actlon in ellmlnatlng a portion of Katmai National Monument to permit
the mining of pumice. The (eological Survey were requested to cooperate
‘with the Bureau of Mines in making an analysis of the availability of
materials for a light-weight aggregate in the Anchorage area. It was
stated that efforts are being made to secure for Alaska the briquetting
laboratory which is being planned by the Bureau of Mines and the sug-
gestion was made that, if successful, it be located at the University
of Alaska.

The Windy Cement Plant was interred by the Committee on the
basis of the Hutton report, although a recommendation was made that
investigations of raw materials resources and the economics of the
project should be continued in order to complete the analysis for the
record.

6. Fish and Wildlife

Little new information was brought out in the Mimutes.
However, if correctly reported, the information that there are only
three reindeer herds left which it is intended to maintain at a com-
bined total of 7,000 head, is a shocking commentary on the destruction
of an important resource.
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7. Border, Wayside and Townsite Planning

: . In connection with discussion 6f the proposed border
facility, both Noyes and Kadow indicated that they were opposed to
the Government building tourist facilities along the highways of
Al aska.

ar

8. Reservations and Withdrawals

The Committee, by formal motion--with one member abstaining—-—
voted to request that it be permitted to consider orders establishing
reservations in advance of action by Washington, and stated that in
their view, action of the type taken in the recent case has weakened
the Department's position in the Territory and jeopardized the
Department's over-all Alaska program.

9.  Administrative Problems

A report was made to the Committee that candidates are
‘being examined by the Solicitor's Office for the position of legal
counsel for the Department in Alaska.

The members of the Committee were unwilling to accept a
proposal that Megrath (Kadow's Staff Assistant) handle all news
releases for Interior Department agencies.in the Territory. Con-—
siderable discussion concerning public relations activities, functions,
and policies is reported. :

10. Water Law

No report.

1l. Development Items

No action was reported on the Alaska Development Adminis-
tration Bill but "Kadow stated that he was immensely gratified with
the almost universal backing of Alaskans to the legislation in its
present form as contrasted to the violent objections of Alaskans to
the September draft.”

Next meeting scheduled for Fairbanks in April.

o

Jos, T. Flakne
Chief, Alaska Branch
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1. UNITED STATES &Wm
{ DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY B
ALASKA FIELD STAFF Q»MW J/
i e JUNEAU, ALASKA

g§ ELENVED
ﬁ ?“i”?w; i(( i February 3, 1950

} .

et

pest. B

Mr, William E. Warne ” forr Vi IR -Zlé!!“
Assistant Secretary ‘ . ‘M
Department of the Interior i L ‘
Washington 25, D, C, e (*“‘**
HLEY : :
‘Dear Bill: z g
, /-4
Fnclosed please find two copies of the minutes j%ﬁ,af"
: f r a0
of the January 1950 Field Committee meebing held at ‘? g

Ketchikan recently. Also enclosed are separate letters

covering the specific recommendations which the Field

Committee made at that meeting.

Sincerely ,yours,

gr{w
Kerneth J. Kadow

Director

RG {2l O€Cice %T‘éwﬁmﬁeg
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DEPARTMEN F THE INT
,‘ OHHCEOFTHES‘Ww vv~ -
mvxsxon OF TERRITORI;_ AND ISLAND‘POSSESS o
| e k‘ASHlNGTON 25, D ‘ci

“yVldéf}ltdrial and Mlll
30 and December l

i : Followlng are the comments;.I have to 'fov c e
'“”7the above meetlng°~v f e g ‘

£3 x-st paragraph of the mlnutes appar
fstatements made prler t,o‘ the ,ptlme Colonel J ohnsonf"

Ference is made to greater 1S
e?';that if we are to purchasei; ew 1
1 operatlon will in all phase:
ime comes when we. produc

g I doubt very much J.f the two
1ls tlme.»f: I thlnk further consz.deration g

‘ llty
be developed to

aph 20 — I thlnk .'L'b mlght be Well to call the Park.'
_on to CAA plans referred to ln thls paragraph in :
re tn.es and so that o

uedeﬁu s for

Uy | Paragraph 27 - I favor urglng the mllitary to bu:.ld 200
WAR purpose dOCK at Hames at the earllest poss:.ble t:.me., e o
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I\IINUTES OF IEIETING OF FL‘D“R%.L TERRITORIAL AND MIIITARY OFFICIALS
HELD IN JUIT AU ALASKA, oN NOVBJBER 30 AWD DECEMBER 1, 1949 .

* e E i mee’c:.ng of mllltary, i‘ederal and territorial officials was held in
~ Juneau, Alaska, on Wednesday, November 30 and Thursday, December 1y :m the
: Senate Chambers.«! Presunt at this meetn.ng were the :EolloW1ng.

IIILIT‘ARY ; \

Lt, Gen. N, F, Tw:Lmng, Conunander-m»-ﬁhlef Headquarters Alaskan Command
Haj. Gen. Stanley L. Seott, Commanding U, S. Army, Alaska ‘

Rear Adm. Frank D. »Iagner, Commander of the Seventeenth Naval District
Brig. Gen., Frank 4, Amnstrong, Jrey Commndlng Alaska Air Command
Capt. J. -D. Shaw, USN ‘

Col, James Glore, USA

Col, Carl A, Addington, USAF

Cols Fred P. Andrews, Commanding Ofi‘:,cer A Alaska Conununlcatlons System
Capt. N, S,. Haugen, dcting Coumander, 17th Coast Guard District

1t.. Col. Joseph Alexander, Acting .AdJ. Gen,, 4laska Natlonal Guard (second day)
-It, Cole Noel T, Cumbaa, USAF - : :
Capt, H. V, Leonhardt, USAF

Gap'b. W. H' LIcVey, UOM s X :

Capt. Svend C, Hansen, Juneau Sector Conmander, Alaska Communica‘olons System

«@F- e

ggpmm GOVERM«IE“T ~ ‘
Kenneth J. Kadow, Director, Alaska Fleld Staff, Dept. of Interior
~ B. Frank Heintzleman, Comnissioner of Agrlculture, Dept, of Agrlculture
 Col. John R. Noyes, Commissioncr of Roads for Alaska, Dept. of Interlcr
Col, J. P. Johnson, Gen. iigr., Alaska Reilroad, Dept. of Interior
Robert 0. Kinsey, Director, Alaska Office, Civil Aeronautics Board
Walter B, Plstt, Regional Administrator, Civil Aeronautics Authority © .
Paul 5. Warber, Distriet Supt., Railway iail Service, Post Office Dept.
Don C, Foster, -Gen. Supt., Alaska Native Serviee, Dept. of Interior
: ~ Lowell i, Puckett, Regional Admin., Bureau of land danauoment s Dept, of Interior|
oo 'He Ao Stoddard, Div. Engineer, Bureau of Public Roads '
i Ue ¥, Culver, Civil Aeronautics Authority
D H. Nucker, The Alaska Railroad
S, He Lorain, Regional Director, Bureau of Mines, Dept. of Interlor (second day)
Clarence Rhode, Reg. Dir., Fish & Wildlife Serv., Dept,. of Interior (second da,r)
George legrath, Alaska Field Staff, Dept. of Interior .
Carl D! Epiro, Alasica Field Staff, Dept. of Irrbem.or ‘

TERRITORL;L GOVEMEBI‘I‘

Lew i, Williams, Acting Governor of Alaska ‘

‘Ralph Browne, Assistant ilanager, Alaska Development Board

Frank A. letcalf, Territorial Highway Engineer :

W. B, Hixson, Gommumcuttlons Superv:.sor for the Terr. Aeronautlcs and Comm. Com.

For the general information of. the group, each of.‘ the operating ‘heads :
present was asked to introduce himself and to outline briefly the function and/or
program or his unit in Alaska., Functions only of the following were outlined in.
preliminary introductions and are not briefed herein; Civil Aeronautics Board, |
Territorial Dept, of Communications, Alaska Native' Service, Coast Guard, Bureau
of Publie Roads, Post Office, Bureau of Land uIanagement and Termtomal nghway S
Department. o : : : , ;
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Program goals were outlined as follows: Twining said the military was
interested in providing more adequate housing, in ¢onstruction generally through-
out the Territory, and in supporting civilian programs to the end that they
would indirectly ‘aid the military. Also, they backed the development of shipping,
‘railroads, highways, alrways and airway aids, and were convinced that at least
two all-weather,*dispersed, rail connected ports must be maintained.

Williams outlined the Territory's goals as statehood, improved transpdrtation,
and improved communications.

Andrews stated'ihat the Alaska Communications System anticipates steady :
growth in the communications system and will convert to a higher frequency type

of operation as quickly as funds become available,

<. Browne told the‘gréup the Dévelopment Board was attempting to establish
basic industries in Alaska through development of its natural resources and
pushing both the recreation and tourist trade potential.

Heintzleman stated that Agriculture's aim is to put a sound agricultural
base under the Territory related directly to its population. In this connection,
they are aiding settlers by resegreh programs and by advice and some financial
assistance, In Southeastern Alaska, stress is placed on the development of
timber resources by private enterprise. : ‘

The Civil Aeronautics Authority program, outlined by Plett, is to improve
existing aids to air navigation making them more economical to orerate, to pro-
vide adequate housing for their employees, and to change existing low frequency
and medium high frequency radio communication circuits to a very high frequency
radio communication network which will provide static free transmission together
with muiti-channel voice and radioteletype operation, utilizing one radio
frequency at each station. This method of comaunication will allow great
savings to be made through operating personnel reductions which further reflects

into housing and maintenance requirements. !

! Kadow outdined the broad Interior Department development program as .
follows: to triple the population through settlement and development of the
economic and human resources within the next 10 years; to develop the tourist
trade and mining industry; to further develop and conserve the fish and wild-
life resources; to develop Alaska's principal power potentials; and to assist
Agriculture with its effort to develop the pulp industry. Also, . to streamline
1ts administrative activitics towards a more efficient use of its funds and a
more decentralized operation, the latter point to reflect more nearly the

- views of Alaskans in shaping policy. Kadow asked Johnson and Noyes to outline
the program objectives of their units. : : , SR

The railroad policy, outlined by Johhson, is the rehabilitation of the
railroad to the extent that operating expenses can be met out of revenues.

~ Noyes presented the Alaska Road Commission road program which calls for
paving of the prescnt roads from Fairbanks to Anchorage to the Alaska Boundry,
and the paving of the Tok Cutoff and the road to Valdez. Beside maintenance
of existing roads, new roads contemplated include Anchorage to Kenai Peninsula;
Kenai to Homer; and from the Alaska Highway to Eagle. 4ilso recently presented

2
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to the Interior Department in hashlngton for approval was a plan to install a
ferry system for southeastern Alaska, which woula call for an extension of
existing Southeastern Alaska roads.

The constructlon of the Copper River Highway, from Cordova to Chitina,

- over the old rallroaa bed, was urged by ietcalf and Heintzleman because of the
mineral and oil p0351b111tles, and because it would provide an additional.
gateway. Noyes pointed out that maintenance of the road, if built, would Qe
very difficult ard that only a single track road could be constructed with
turnoffs., 39 miles of the road would be in the National Forest. Interior is
studying the mineral possibilities and waiting for a cost estimate on the road
to be completed. The result of this cost estimate will determine the direétion
in which the Road Commission will proceed. There is a possibility that the
most feasible answer might lie in tying in both Valdez and Cordova with the
propoged ferry system. TIwining was asked for the military attitude towards
the construction of this road and said it was considered desirable but
unnecessary for military requirements at this time. Other roads should come

~ first in their estimation and Scott expressed satisfaction with the priority
of road construction set out in the Road Commission "Plan for Alaska Roads."
The basic military program is that mainland bases be connected with each
other and with ports. They suggest surveys on the feasibility of roads into
Whittier and Portage to determine estimates of cost, after which the method
of obtaining monpy should be gone into. ;

, A question was raised by Plett as to whether any action had been taken to
reroute the Palmer Highway whlch presently runs through the military reser-
vation at Fort Richardson. Noyus said that arrangements were being made for
Aviation Enginecers to reloecate the road according to Road Commission specifi-
cations, after whlch it would be turned over to them.

At this p01nt Gen. Tw¢n1ng said the mllltary'was 1ntﬂrpsted in any sound -
civilian developments which would bencfit the Alaskan economy, even though
they werc not dircctly rclated to the military program,

The Alaska Coachway bus operation at Fairbanks was discussed in detail.
It was brought out that this company faces possible bankruptcy because of
what the company alleges is unfair competition from the mllltary'w1th1n the
base. Kadow statzd that this bus line was a vital development instrument in
the Torrwtorj and that all steps possible should be taken to keep it in
opcration. s a result of the discussion, Noyes and ietcalf were to got
together with Gen. Armstrong to sce what could be done to save it. Hiring
of the bus line by the military appeared to offcr one possibility for solution.

Johnson explained theg railroad policy and told the group that the Depart—
ment of Interior ovuntua*lgfa%at681de ratcs on the railroad. He asked for the
military attitude toward the railroad in general. Scobt said they supported
the rehabilitation of the railroad; that they con51dered it necessary for
military operations; that it insists that two ice—free ports be maintained,

one of which should be for the military. The maintenance of Whittier as g
military port exclusively is the policy of the Alaskan Command, If Seward is
abondoned, another civilian port should be constructed to carry out the general
policy of two ice-frec ports. ‘ /

i
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Johnson 'said that it is estimated it will take 15 million dollars to
rehabilitate Seward against an estimated 38 million to construct a new port at
Shotgun Cove. In view of this, the railroad supports the Seward rehabilitation.
Johnson asked Séott whether he would support the railroad's contention that if
Seward is rehabilitated that it be equipped with diesels rather than steam for
more economical operation and that a policy of ecual rates from both Whittier
and Seward should be pub into effect. Scott thought the diesel operation
could be supported but indicated that the matter of equal rates would be
acadenic in view of the Interior policy of striving for stateside rates.
Twining wondered whether any serious trouble was contemplated after the re-
hapilitation at Seward was completed. Johnson thought not, and said that
operating expenses could be cut in half with a diesel operation. It was®
generally agreed that the railroad should press first for the rehabilitation
of Seward, then for a reduction in the rate structure. Not ineluding Seward,

a total of 76 million is needed for rehabilitation of the railroad, 14 million
of which is et to be appropriated. Vhen asked for support on the railroad's
sea train proposal, the military stated that they would take no stand on it \
until more data was available. Johnson said that the railroad feels they face
unfair competition;ﬂrom\both'the hizhway truckers and airlines inasmuch as
‘ both are subsidized to the extent of having roads and air fields maintained
by the Road Ccommission and Civil Aeronautics Luthority, where the railroad
must maintain their own road bed. ~

e

Noyes asked for comments on whether flashing signals were necessary at
. the six major crossing of the highway with the railrcad. Because these signs
' are estimated to cost 58,000 each, it was decided to erect only two at the
most dangerous crossings at this time-—one at the Ainchorage-Lalke Spenard
crossing and the other on the Palmer Highway near Eklutna. Noyes asked the
cooperation of all concerned in discouraging the practice of using road signs
for target practice. ‘

. The proposec Crnndian—Alaskan Railroad project was discussed briefly.
Tuining said that they consider this razilroad most desirable but do not feel
that they can support it at this time as essential to the military. Johnson
suggested that a raillroad connection from Fairbanks to Haines be built to
forin a circle rail route through the interior. This would be a very attractive
trip for tourists by wiater and rail. It would also be an asset to military
as well as commercial development of the interior. This to bz built prior to
and in addition to the Canadian—-ilaskan railroad.

: The Road Comiission stated they were still trying to improve the Haines
Cutoff and to keep it open the year around.

Plett reviewed the Cia firport Program. He sald the program was fairly
well underway now that the Territory had passed enabling legislation to pro-
vide funds for the sponsors! share of airport development cost. He saild that
indications werc that funds would be actually made available for work by the
Territory in 1950, The Cii is not hudgeting for monics to construct any .
other airports other than the International sirports at .nchorage and Fairbank
as the fecling in Congrcss now 1s that the FiiP Program should be used for
further airport development .in ilaska. Public Law 647 provides authority

-
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to CAA to budget for monies required for developing airport operating facilities
such as hotels, restaurants, gassing facilities, etc. These facilities are
planned to be developed in three ways:t (1) by private capital who will build
and operate theln; (2) by Govermment who Will build and lease them; (3) by
Government who Will build and operate them. The method is determined by
potential business volume. One of CAA's budget problems in justifying airway
development in Alaska is the comparison of traffic on airways in Continental
United States and Alaska, Any assistance from the Department of Interior to
further strengthen the necessity of aviation in the development of Alaska by
facts and figures would be very helpful during appropriation hearings. Plett
further advised that the Airport Program (FAAP) Wwas being administrated so that
alrport installations would be made at points to serve areas of potential
economic development, | : ~ e :

The airplanc in Alaska is comparable to the covered Wagon used to pioneer Western
United States. It is the modern mode of transportation both for developing new :
areas and servicing established communities with regular mail, freight and ’
passenger accomnodations, After new areas have been settled sufficiently to
require heavy freight shipments and passenger service, then highways and rail-
roads should be built to supply these services. Construetion of sm2ll airports
is the most cconomical method of providing service to small remote setblemonts.
This has been proven by Bush Pilot operation in Alaska, S

Plott repeated a previous gtatement that CA4 vas attempting to convert low and
medium high frequency communication chamnels to very high frequency operation
as soon as possiblc to provide the required instantancous communication services .
for adequate airway traffic. This system is rcadily and cconomically expansible
to take carc of future traffiec loads of civil and military agoncies. Gen.
Armstrong said that the military policy is to support the C4A Airport Program
(being,mainlyAinterested in Anchorage and Fairbanks), as well as the Alrway

Ald Program. - - = - i

Kinsey explained that the Civil Aeronautics Board is attempting to bring
up to date the route structure of the variocus alr carriers in the Territory.
The structure on which they are now operating was established in 1938 and is
badly in need of overhauling. Several of the carriers in the Territory“are{
experiencing finaneial difficulties. A study is being made in this connection
to determine what can be done to aid them. Warber said that since this was a.
bidding year for Alaska mail contracts, there was a possibility that some of
these contracts could help some of the struggling carriers, Kinsey took the
occasion to express amazement at the bad press the CAB had received recently
regarding non-skeds, stating that the Board was merely carrying out the intent
of the law by insisting on minimum safety regulations. He said the best method
to use for influenging CAB policy was to petition the board for the right of an-
intervener. He said that any agency interested in helping out an Alaskan
carrier was welcome to look over a history of past cases to enable them to :
present a more effective case. Also, the C4B would be vary glad to help in any
Way possible to make the presentation effective. - S
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