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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

Jan. 13, 1947

My dear Senator Vandenberg:

Enclosed is a draft of a proposed bill "To amend the act entitled
'An Act providing for the transfer of the duties authorized and authority
confereéd by law upon the board of road commissioners in the Territory of
Alaska to the Department of the Interior, and for other purposef,' ap-
proved June 30, 1932." I request that this proposed bill be referred to
the appropriate committee for consideration end recommend its enactment.

The purpose of the enclosed draft is to provide for the reservation
by the United States in patents or deeds to land in Alaska of rights-of-
way for trails, roads, highways, tramways, bridges and appurtenant
structures constructed or to be constructed by the authority of the
United States or of any future state created in Alaska. Such legislation
is desirable to facilitate the work of the Alaska Road Commission.

The greater part of the area on which the operations of the Alaska
Road Commission are conduoted is public domain land outside of national
forests and the loocation of rights-of-way on such land presents no serious
problem, Howsver, for the proper location of roads and in the interest of
public service, it is necessary in some instances to cross lands to which
title has passed foom the United States. These instances are becoming
more numerous as the population of the Territory incresses and obtaining
rights-of-way over such lands has in a number of cases presented diffi-
oulties requiring court action and the expenditure of Federal fumds.

The proposed legislation is similar to the provision of the Act of
August 30, 1890 (26 Stat. 391, 43 U.S5.C. sec. 945), which reserves
rights-of-way for ditches and canals constructed by the authority of
the United States, west of the 100th Meridian. A similar provision s
also found in the Act of March 12, 1914 (38 Stat. 305, 48 U.8.C. sec. 305)
by which rights-ofway for railroads were reserved to the United States
in all patents for lands thereafter taken up in the Territory of Alaske.
The proposed bill would be applicable to both public domain and -acquired
lends of the United States. The proposed bill, moreover, would authorize
the head of the agency utilizing such reserved right-of-way to make pay-
ment for the full value of the orops and improvemmnts thereon.

I have been advised by the Bureau of the Budget that there is no
obfiection to the presentation of this proposed legislation., :
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OQQ. Lo O “ﬁaﬁg : Acting Secretary of the Interlor.
%bn. rthur H. Vandenber,
President pro tempore,
United States Senate.
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