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fnew Interier Building . - ‘ /m"
Bear Mr. maylor. | ‘ . :

Gonfirming our telephone convereation of this '
afternoen, there is attached & second draft of
praposed memorandum of understanding relating to
-the Tnmgain Arm ProJect. '

This draft is essentially the same as the ope - ¢ Deficlency Appropriation
prepared by your Office as submitted to us May 24
except for certain changes which it is thought by 519 - 80th Congress), and
the officers concerned in the Public Roads Admin-'
istration were necessary in the interest of . - . concerned, the Alasks Rail-

clarification and to express our understanding of
the functions of each of the agencies concerned in  0lic Roads Administration,

the handling of this project. ~ :
ng o p‘k L : ; designated as the "Turnagain
~ Mr, Bright, Deputy Commissioner of Public Roads, ‘
has asked me to go over the draft prepared in your Project, to provide a facility
~ Office and to make such changes as were thought S
necessary to indicate the respective functions of rel roed system of Alaska,
the three agencies in the handling of this project.

- It will be appreciated if you will examine our terms and conditions:
. draft end let Mr. Bright have any comments you may
, wish to make with respect thereto. . ‘ have been made available

future appropriations that
.1 be transferred to the
that the sum of $75,000

i4c Roads Administration

yington for use in connection

3, The U. 'S, Digbursing Urticer at Junesu shall advance all
necessary funds to be expended hereunder by the Public Roads Administra-
tion upon request of that organization and certification of the Chiefl
Engineer of the Alaska Rosd Gommission\. The said disbursing officer
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Draft
5.26=48

MEMCRANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
RELATING 70 THE CONSTRUCTICN OF THE TURNAGAIN
ARM ROAD PROJECT IX ALASKA

Pursuant to the proviglons of the First Deficlency Appropriation
Act, 1948, approved May 16, 1948 (Public Law 519 . 80th Congress), and
in sccord with conferences between officials concerned, the Alasks Rall-~
rosd, the Alasks Road Commission, end the Public Roads Adminietration,
have arranged for the construction of a road désignated as the "rfurnagain
Arm Project*, herelnafter referred to as the Project, to pro&ide a facility
to connect the Kensi Peningula with the contral rosd system of Alasks,
the work to be performed under the following termes and conditions:

1. A1l funds for the Project, vhich have been made available
ander said act of May 10, 1948, or from any future appropriations that
may be mede by Comgress for the purpose, will be transferred to the
a4 cbursing officer at Junesu, Alagkn,except that the sum of $75,000
shall be transferred inmediztely to the Public Roads Administration
through the U. S. Disbursing Officer in Washington for use in connection
with surveys now in progreses.

2. The U, §, Digbursing Offiéer at Junesu shall advance all
necessary funds to he expended ho‘réuné.er by the ‘Public Roads Administra-
$ion upon request of that organization and cértification of the Chief

Engineer of the Alagks Rosd Commission. The geld disbursing officer

i
&
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ghall, at the option of the Alagka Railread, elther advance or
reimburse the Railrosad the fumlg necessary to cover all expenditures
made or to be made by the Railroad on the Project upon certificatien
of the Chief Engineer of the Aleska Road Commigsion. The Public
Roads Administration and the Rallroad shall pay all vouchers and

ﬁake 21l disbursements for the work performed by each of them here-
under; a,nd( the funds necessary for the pﬁrpose shall be transferred
to these agencies by the Alaska Road Gommission either in advance of
gsuch payment or by way eof reimbursem‘entk aftér,payment therefer shall
have been made, awm may de requested by the Public Roads Administration
or the Rallroad, respectively. V

3. The Railroad shall be paid the cost of grading and

: struciureg necessary for both the railroad and the highway for that

portion of the Pra.ject between Potter and. Indian. It is underetood.
thevar, -that theii rEng S ho—omt-8% o L g

(,H/ It is understood that no portion of the £% ‘d.e for the
Project shall be usged to reimburse forest road funds expended on
surveys of the proposed routes around Turnagain Arm made prior to

May 10, 19%0
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/ Jj’."‘ No contract shall be entered inte by either the Alagka

Railroad or the Public Roads Administration for work, materiale, or
equipment for the Project under the contract authorization provision
contained in the act of May 10, 1948, unless specific ‘é.u-thorization
therefor ghall first be given by the Alask:a Road Commisgeion.

7‘& Monthly reperts shali be made to the Alaska Road
Commiseion by ‘the’ Alaska Railroad and the Public Reads Administrgtion. ‘
Thege reperts shall include the following information: (1) total
expenditures and obligations and purposes for which gpent and/or
obligated; (2) vork progress during the month; and (3) estimated work
progrese in next month, The specific detalls of the reporis ghall be
worked out by the Alaska Road Commiseion, The Alaska Railresad, and the
Public Roads Administration. e

{’ \7\. There shall be left for future determination by the parties
hereto the question of whether the Railroad or Project f*uné.s shall bear
any additional costs that may result from railroaé. mprovements or

between Indian and Portage :

increased costs of the highway/in the event the highway is limited to
the locatiocn within or adJjacent to the railroad right-of-way; between those pcn'bs

‘9‘ Q. The Alasgka Railroad shall assume responsibllity for location ‘
gurvey, desigzn, specifications, estimates,and supervision of contractors'
operations with respect to the portion of the road between Potter and.)
Indian: Provided, That all plans, specifications,and egtimates for
the construction work shall dbe su‘omitted; to the Public Roads Adminig-

tration for review and approval before advertising for bids. The Public
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gy g

Rosds Administration shall designate a._representative to maintaln
1iaison with the Railroad in the location. survey, and designp phases
of this portion of the Project.

J0-97 The Public Roads Admimistration shall assume responsibillity
for the 1ocation survey, design, apeci'ﬂcations, and estimates for that
portion bf fhe road between I.ndian and Portége. The construction work
shall be uncler,f;‘.aken by either the Alaska Railroad or the Public Roads
Administration as may be determinéd by the parties hersto upon comple-
tion of the survey, design, specifications, and e&stimates for ‘éaid.
portion of the roed, If the construction work for the section between
Indian and Po:étage is assigned to the Public Roads Administration, all
plans, specifications, and estimates shall be submitted to the Alaska
Railroad for review and approval before work on said section is adver-

tiged for bids. The Alaska Railroad shall designate a representative

to maintain liaison with the Public Roads Administration in the location.

survey, and design phases of this portion of the Project. :

I 107 Alternate plans, specifications, and estiuates ghall be
prepared by the Public Roads Administration for the location of the
Project (1) around the head of Turnagain Arm to Portage, and (2) for
the construction of a brié.ge seross Turnagain Arm from a point near the
mouth of Quartz Creek to a point at t;r near ﬁailroad Mile 62\‘ _Proposals
wlll be requested on both of these routes but no contract shall be

awarded therefor without the prior approval of the Alasks Railroad and

the Alaska Road Commission,

1
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\"{:ﬁf e Ag soon as practicable after funds are made available,”
the Public Roads Administration shall proceed‘ with the work on the
initial section of the Project from Mile 58 to a point in the
vicinity of the mouth of Quartz Creek on the south side of Turnagain
Arm. All contracts for this section will be awarded by the Public
Roads Administration which agency will supervise all construction

work thereon.

THE ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

By.
Chief Enginser

THE ALASKA RAILROAD

By o
Gencral Manager

PUBLIC ROADS ADMINISTRATION

By.
Commissioner of Public Roads

Approved:

(Date)

; Secretary of The Interior
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eilrond to replace this riprap. It is estimated that

ot it it e

rentioned sbove.
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2 UNLTED GTATHS
1 . DEPARTMENT OF THE INTRRIOR
| s BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENY

WASHINGTON 28, D. C.

Jamary 20, 19‘48\- ;

Tar ﬂr, Theodore W. Yeylor, -
- Divigion of Territories and Islend Possessions. it

Fromi Aseistant Uhief, Division of Land Planning,
: Bureau of Liand Managoement.

Subjecti Kenal Peninsuls (%mgm Arm)
Ag you reguested &uwﬁmg ouy ta&a;;ham sonversation of Jamuary 29,

the following information in regsrd o the land and Mm‘bar resources
of %he Kemi Peninsuln may serve your purposs.

One of the most extensive aress of setilement land in Mxmka
ig found on the Xenai ?animulm. A aam&imtian of climate, soils,
terrain, zn& forest cover makm this nren pmﬁiamﬂy muitahle for
wwamm .

It 4n ostinated that at least 1,000,000 acres of land on tha
Kenal Feninsuls are snitsble for crops m'zﬁ. livestack. A detpiled
reconnnissence classification of 335,800 meves within the erea .
indicated that 204,708 acres (approximately 61 pemmk) are sultable
for various agricultural uses,

The famat wmr 4n the land mtmmﬁ of the Hationnl Forest
consists chiefly of spruce, birch, and aspen. This tinmber resource
i% Lmporbent to local settlers and new industries because it is
availsble where and when nesded without long and mmﬁw Lrangporta-
ion. It is aleo s strategic reserve for military pumsw.
poyticularly if mensged for susbained vield.

(sgd) Bobert X, Coote

Apsistant Chief,
Mvmim of Land mmmg:,
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o UNITED STATES
' DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

WASHINGTON
September 11, 1947 TERRITORIES
H : ¢
To: Director, Territories and Island Possessions
From: Assistant Secretary Warne

Subject: Turnagain"Arm Highway.

The views of the Chamber of Commerce of Anchorage as
expressed to me at a. public meeting on August 24 in the railroad
office on the Turnagain Arm Highway are very succinctly put in
the atkached memorandum. If there are other views, you may want
to send this to Ike Taylor for his information and for comment \
for my edification. ;

Attachment
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ffoneTurnageipéArm
‘Jeflateraieroed?fro
 ‘south to Homer.o

j,e_penlnsula.fflﬁﬁé

o tlmber ~m1n1ng,

‘efollmlted however

‘fArm. When thls

fw1ll tle 1n the

”{k Th§,Ke

~:areas 1n Alaska.

The Al

. V51on of the hlgthy south of Anchorage to the north ehoréfoﬁj?? €: ~

Tesent, the iKenazi«, end

nal Penlnsula\h

'There 1e und

m Moose Pass to

Thle roadjlskt

There are great potentlalltlee’fof the deveiopment ofe“
recreatlonal and other enterprlees; :Ail development
; untll the penlnsula is connected‘by“etomoei
Alaska-,ft?;f-f et “ e

aeka Road omm1951on 15 completlng thislsummergc

1s opened to trafflc, the oap fromjﬁhefnorth'ﬁan o

:Ifsouth shore of Turnagaln Arm.w1ll be the only obstacléit@jﬁhef‘ 

kifment of trade and comm

'nghway to the States.~

et, of Tertitor(es

‘:KenaL,Penlnsula.i?Construjylon and proper f301llt e

penlnsula w:th Anchorage, Falrbank o

R

:”c by automoblles operatl
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: Three dlfferent;proposals have been made,‘but none has yet been

‘ lated 1nto aaprovram for actlon;~ The Interlor Department undoubtedly has

i L‘

‘»access to thls englneerlng 1nformatlon.,f‘

i

:+he Chamber of Commerce would uxge cons1deratlon of the operatlng cost of

those,uS1ng the.road. T. ‘H ~Mctonald head of the Bureau of Publlc Roeds

Admlnlstratnon at Washnngton, has estlmates of the volume of trafflc and

Ee"w

trans-

of the sav1ngs that would accrue to operators through the use of the

dlture. It 1s cons1dered hlghly de81rable to keep»operatingccostsias‘-»

low as posslble Wlth the view of maklng transportatlon, and;consequently,ffggﬁjs

llVlng costs che‘per.

The Chamber would also call attentlon to the problems

of snow

removal and malntenance of a hlghway extendlng around th east end of

Turnagaln Arm. The Alaska Rallroad has detamled 1nformatlon~0n

sllde condltlons.EE

The Chamber of Commerce attaches great 1mportance to ﬂhis erf? .

: f

people over such a large oart of Alaska.~ These 1nclude'

(l) Greater mlneral development resultlng from the

cconnectlon w1th Anchorage as a supoly center.

(2) The openlng up of a large number of tourlst

,lodges 1n the many plcturesque settlngs of the penlnsula.‘

the snow‘ .

lproaect because of the manv beneflts Whlch would accrue +o sormanygi“"}l

k 1s avallable in W shxngton on thls orogect

~:Federal agen01es haveieonducﬁed exhaustlve 1nvest1gatlons in recent years.~7*f

In selectlng a route, eitherfaround Turnagain;Arm\orgacrosszlt

.

shorter routes across the Arm whlch mlght entall a greater~cap;talﬁexpen~iar3‘
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N UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

WASHINGTON o :

INTERIOR DEPT. 4

September 11, 1947 ~ SEP 17 1647

"  raroRiEs ;

o

To: - (1) Director, Territories and Island Possessions E L
(2) Solicitor White ‘ f f

(3) Mr., Northrop

From:  Assistant Secretary Warne :
Subject: Alaska Roads. E{
While at Anchorage on hugust 24, a committee of the Chamber .

of Commerce presented me with the attached brief on the need of 1
roads in Alaska.j I have in mind also a memorandum: of J:u1y~18; 1
from Secretary Krug with regard to our budget request for the

Kenai Peninsula road, and also a memorandum, a copy of which I
have not immediately before me, that dealt with the subject of

)

‘the Bureau of Public Roads participation in this program. Can
~_any one of you advise me whether there is something we 'should g /
; be doing now relative to these roads that is being left undone? /
M Please return the attachment to me. ; | S :

it

Attachment

RG 126, 0F ot Tertttories
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ADDREBS ON-Y R
THE, ,ALASKA 'RAILROAD

v

L UNlTED STATES ST
DEPARTMENT OF THE lNTERlOR

' THE‘. ALASKA RA[LROAD

- Anchorage, A]aska
: May 16 194'7 ;W ‘

dwin G. Arnold, Director Lo e e j Bl j i
Division of Territories and Is]and ‘Possessions L S e G WU

Department of the Interior v : R ‘ o
5'W8.Shmgt0n 25, Dc C. s o :

:MY dear Mr. A:cnold' e

In explanation of the request for Rehabilitation funds submitted for &
thai; part of the Railroad line between Portage (Mile 64.2) and Anchorage
(Mile 114;.5) and the request of Tha Public Road.s Administration foxf addi- 4‘ IS
T g

~'tmna1 funds for hi@.way cons

ST L)

ute, I wish to drew your attention te the ameunts requssted on pa 2
‘ ,Schedule 2, on the ana:lysis of ThefAlaska Railrsa& Rehabilita*bion Pregram, S
: .copy of which, simila.r to that p:esented to Congress, 1s attached hsrewith. ‘

' It will be noted that a total of sib:a 95'7,792 was requestsd for reha‘bili-'
‘ o fsa‘bing that section of track. In Apml‘ 1946, at the time this estimate was
I ~ made, the proposed joint' highway and ra d eonstruction along 'l‘u:enagam
' . Arm was not in the picture. Only minor- ne changes requlring the expendi- -
‘ture of $655 000 (the last item on the 1ist) were no""idered. i :

: I am. also attaching a co:py of an estimate submitted on Sep’cember 25, e
‘,194‘6 to Mr, George W. Golwell, our Chief Engineer, from Mr, Chris F. \Wyller,
1Acting Digtriect Engineer, of The Public. Roads Adm:.mstratisn, District:
- amounting to &5 946,000, for constructlng a jo:m’c highway and rallroad grada;
" on that ten-mile section of Turnagein Arm bétween Mile 8947 and 99.7 where The
Public Roads Administratien engineers considered it neceséary for the highwsy‘
and the Rallroad %o parsllel dsch other around the base of the solid rock ;
'«cliffs bordering the shore line mlong this sections This part of our 'brack, s
in eomparison to other sections of the line, is now in fair operatlng condi—-
tions Itz?requ"““ es only new ties, rails, ballast, and some line. changes to

- lessen some of the existlng curves. The relccation and construction of ! the
entire section; hig 1ine with the Rallroad on the outside of the dual grade :

' bench as planned by The Public Roads Administration, and ‘the consequent con“
. gtant main'bensnce of the embanlments against sea apd ice erosion afterﬁards, 3%
‘would cause many costly delays to our prese nt und future train opera’cions. e

o You will, note that the Ra:.lroad Rehabil:\.'ba'bion estimate for line changes Clai
' on the entire fif'by miles of line ‘between Portage aml Anchorage ’cotaled only
 $655,000, Our detailed Rehabilitation ‘estimates show ‘that on the ten-mile
~section where The Public Roads' Administration considers it necessary for the |
, - highway location to parallel the tracks, an expenditure for g1l line c¢h 1268 ‘
;- . amounted to $2‘74:,0@0. ThlS Rehabilitation work comprised the widenin' ‘
. some of the cuts 0 meke room for glacial anl. icing ’on&itions and usi n
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roper _protection, ‘Since tl
ents, over $1,000 000 has been spent
ock +to protect

1‘ Vi,S‘:, "he\ opi: vey &
o on the investigat‘ion of other hlghway’ o % :
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‘ FEORRAL WORKS AGENGY
Publie Roads Admind stration
Matriet Eleven

w ¥

September 25, 1954

e;;}. o
n g 150, 60
a0 bt

Total sost for Conptruetion
Tngineering and amtmgmmm 108

 GRAND TOTAL ESTIMATE &5,91;6, @w,

MM% K‘ﬁm&

wmghww Bubgrads
Highway &arfaning
L £t mpang

4, spang and @J&, 4 spang
In maa.mm to m sbove come ﬂw ballast, Mm and
track which aoeo 3 g*ﬁt&a 1 eobimate recsived ’iway from Mr,
Anderson, &m«mtﬂ te approxima: $$f?; 0 per mile or $5ea,m

ls mma;qm m;s w11l net be uhm in the
, te prepared by this office, it being understood that it
mfmt be included in the estimate prepared by the railvgad,

wmmxw %

Chrig F, Wyller
Acting Distries Egingey

0 €€, of Terrttories
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EFmHm Om_ %@Mﬁ&mm@z PROGRANT
Hwh&lm.wmm wﬁwm«w_«a

i ggw%«xcw g
. wﬂ&mm wwm w&.wmwuh
: irements

W“ﬂﬂw . ;J V.Q.w ‘:v&;d .. t,,tf N A RS T O #WW&W#W»@W;% ,

L A NS B IR ngvﬁg.g
g 200 .00

,,QO&‘Q:QQQRQ..#.#‘G

h& M.Gr H@Wm nﬂgﬂ u@ ¥ RWMW eie e e e

aflable 19k (Scheduls I) o o o oo s s v o a s .w?ﬁ..%
orization available 1948 ﬁmaw& H& e oo o 10,300,G

xunmhmmﬁﬁnaodtuto?ai.ctlhw;«ﬂc‘

«am wwn wﬂemuw ém wuﬁm a@ wmnosw w@wwwmwwa
3, 1948, and the aﬂw m.m %o be mw%u&bawm

ww wamm mmwnm&wum wﬁm&n.

A

$ 32,056,290,00

N
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ADDRESS O
DIRECTOR, FISH AN

(NTERIOR DE
CRECEIVEL

APR -

GHICAGO, ILLINOIS i ﬁa
\‘;54: . i -
, o Bl
, March 31, 1947

MEMORANDUM for Mr. Thomes,
Division of Territories.

Subjeot: Benmefits of i’ropose& Highway from Anchorage kto:Ser’ird.

In 'respﬁénsé to Mre Jé.m;es! memofandu’m of March iQ‘.Ll, it fwouid
be quite incomsistent with the .purposes of wildlife conser-
vetion in the Territory to say that the proposed highway from

Anchorage to Seward would be beneficial to us. We say this

since this proposed highwey would make readily svaileble %o

hunters e considerable ares which is populated with moose,

for which there is need for additional protection. It would,
however, meke svailable to the tourists some fairly good -
fishing streams. We do not believe that it would greatly add
%o the facilitation of sdministration of our activities, but
jnstead would probably add to our responsibilities in the
protection of big geme on the Kenai Peninsule. ¥ ‘

o

~We E. Crouch -

RG 2.k, OFE: ofF Tertitories
entry =B, ClassiFied File5, 1o 751

Box 277

. saniyary [BUONEN 84} 0 SEUPIOH PalIssepaq / pal




DEPARTME E
; OFFICEOF‘THE SE;RETA
. DIVISION OFTERRITORIESAND lSLAND Possessmj o i E
“"QfWASHINGTON 25, D. c e ]

w7

Tor MrT T 'I'a.ylor, -
, e Admmn.strative Of.‘i‘icer. i

Froms Jos. T, Flaime. C

suﬁf:)ect‘:ﬁj Supplemental Estinz

; ‘ There are submi'bted below some notes for possible nse in
;connection with the proposed submission of a supplemental. es’c.:i.mate .
V for the construction of a h:.ghway to connect 3eward and the Kenai S
o Pemneule. wi*bh Anchorage. : , ; T

: g P a Ac"ording to 'bhe a’ote,ched 1etter from the‘ Public Roads LR
Administration dated February 24, .the portn.on of the proposed h:l.gh-‘ ;
way between Seward and Mile 58 might be built with Forest Highway S
‘funds as they become avallable. The estimated cost of th:.s eect:.on e
of the hlghway is $A,05® G)” ; : : , ‘

5 It is proposed that the gecond sectlon of the highway el
(that between Mile 58 and Potter) be built by the Publ:.c Roads 5
k~Adm1mstrat:.on at an estimated cost of $10 923,7“. P

= /f'i This est:.mate covers, in genera.l a road bu:xlt to an lS—foot
. standard, although the seet:Lon between Indian and Potter would be o

: ‘ The e.ttaehed dra.wing shows very clee.rly bhe looa.t:.on of S
the several sections of the proposed highway and 4includes a breakdown &
‘of the es‘cimeted coet of eaeh see’c.lon built a,t Eva.rious w:.dths. £ o

: Because of engineering dn.fficultn.es and high cost the e
;proposal to construct a bridge or causeway across Turna.gam Am has?r**
been abandoned and the new estimate submitted by the Public Roa.ds :

- Administration is to cover a highway to be built around the upper |
‘end of Tuma.gain Arm. Future plans call for conneoting the highwaye e

12,6, 0 ot Territories
gfﬁy I~P> Classi Fied Fi]€5, o751
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with a road ’ob Homer and the lower part of the Kemai Peninsula. el

Tt is very important to the Department's plans for the develop-
ment of this area that there be a road comnection between Seward
and the Lower Kenai Peninsula area and Anchorage.

The cost of improving and maintaining the Seward section
of The Alaska Railroad is so out of proportion to similar costs
for the remainder of the Railroad that it is considered most desir-
able for the Railroad to discontimue operation of the Seward branch
at as early a date as possible. No more money than is absolutely
necessary should be spent for rehabilitation and maintenance of the
Seward section of the Railroad. The sooner the highway is built
the greater will be the savings to Alaska Railroad funds, According
to estimates furnished by the General Manager of The Alaska Rallroad,
the sbandenment of the Seward to Portage Junction section of the
Railroad should result in a saving of about $386,000 annually in
roadbed maintenance alone. It would also shorten the distance from
port of entry (Whittier) to points along the line of the Railroad
by 6/ miles, with a resultant possible reduction in freight rates. to
all stations on the Railroad. Any reductions in freight rates and
in length of time required for delivery, due to shortened distances
freight would be heuled, would assist in the development of the area
served by the Railroad. :

Bvery effort should be made to secure authorization and
funds as quickly as possible for the construction of the proposed
highway to connect Seward and Kenal Peninsula with Anchorage. This
is a matter on which we should continue to exert pressure on the
Budget Bureau and the Congressional Committees, and on which we
should contimie to educate our own Department as to its importance.

The Department has given assurance to the people of Seward
that the railroad line to Seward will not be discontinued until
after the road to Anchorage has been built. ~

The construction of the road would not only (1) enable the
Railroad to discontimie maintenance and operation of the most expen-~
sive part of its line and (2) furnish the promised road connection
between Seward and Anchorage, but it would, in addition)be sine qua
non which mmst become an accomplished fact before we can hope to
develop the agricultural, fishing, mining, and tourist potentialities
of the Kenai Peninsula Area. :

Mr. James, of the Fish and Wildlife Service, has promised
%o furnish us with a statement regarding commercial and sport fishing

RG 126, 0FC ot Territories
entry -5, Classi Fied Files, 1q07-51

Box 277
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
DIVISION OF TERRITORIES AND ISLAND POSSESSIONS

i WASHINGTON

DIV. TERRITORIES & ISLAND POSSESSIONS

WABHINGION, D. O., SEPTEMBER 17, 19l6.
vm BOVE RADIO ‘
QOVT THT JOHNSON mmm

ALASKE RAYIROAD

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

%E ARG URDING %@mm HOADS 70 mm THLIR SUBVEY O «z‘”'gmmm AR 86
THAT WE MAY BUBKIT mmw PROJEUT FOR z;.ww}m NEXT GOMORESS period PUBLIO
ROADS TNDICATE THEY ARE ASKING THEIR PEORLE 7O USY IH TOUCH WITH YOU FOR
ANY HELP YOU MIGHT OIVE THEM ON COMPLETING BURVEY O PORTION OF ROAD
CONRIGUOUS 0 HATIROAD period SUGGES? YOU GOOVERATE 1N BVERY WAY POSSISLY
PO PUSH THIS PORTION OV SURVEY 70 RARLY COAPLETION

1Sod.) Edwin G. Arnold

ARROAD
DIRECTOR

HRLeetsl
cot Alaska Branch

G 126, 0 ot Territories
gnﬁy ~B, ClassiFied €5, 19075
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FOREST SERVICE Oﬂfw

JUNEAU, ALASKA <
e
July 19, 1946

cpef, Forest Service, Washington, De C. % /«n < {
Be Frank Heintzleman, Regional Forester Z;” S

E LA ;#3;?‘2&
ROADS & TRAILS, Re10

Programs ;

Forest Highways AIRMATL

Reference is made to Mr. Granger's memorsndum of July 13 on the proposed
agreement for building the Turnagain Arm Road in three sections to be
financed respectively from operational reserves of the Alaska Raellroad,
appropriations to Alaska Road Commission and Forest Highway Funds.

I am strongly of the opinion that we should urge the Interior Department
(Division of Territories which looks after the Alasks Railrosd appropria-
tions) to ask Congress for the approximately $3,000,000 which we are asked
to contribute from our limited F.H. funds under this proposed agreement.
Interior has excellent reasons to present for this appropriation. The
Reilroad faces the immediate necessity for rehabllitating that section
of its line between the junction point of the Whittier Cut-off and
Seward, 66 miles, et a cost of around three million dollars, umless the
Turnagain Arm Road, which will allow abandonment of the Seward end of the
Railroad, cen be builte Also, great savings in the armual cost of rail=
road operation and maintensnce would result from this abandonment of the
Sewsrd lines These features will appeal to Congress. We have no such
striking reasons to advance in asking for increased Forest Highway funds
to r eplace the huge sum we are asked to put on Turnagain Arme I also
think early action could be expected on an Interior Department request
for the funds in view of the need for immediate rehabilitation of the
Railroad if the highway isn't bullte :

Turnegain Arm is a high priority road project in Alaska, but in view

of the above and the grest need for our FH funds for construstion work
around the National Forest towns, I do not believe we should enter into
the proposed agreemente. V g
1f the proposed FH section of the Turnsgain Arm Road were started now, it
would take all of the money we plen to allot to construction from the
three-yeer postwar Higlwsy Act. Our total yearly sllotment from that Act
is $1,500,000., Maintenance requires $500,000.

The draft of the proposed agreement states that we shall "eoncentrate"”
our F.H., funds on our portion of the project. If, however, work on

. our section were delayed for three years for any reason, the obligation
to build this project might well be disastrous to our whole future road
program in Alaska, as we have to assume thet at the end of the three-

year postwar period our Alaske FH allotment will be set back to something

RG 126, 0FE OF Terrtories
Entry |-, Classi€ied Files, 140 7-51

Box 277
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1ike our pr;ewa‘.r allotment of $500,000. This amount will only cover
maintenance. Even if we should be given our full FH allotment, as

called for in the Forest Highway Act formla (we have long been arbi-
trarily cut to 81,00,000 or $500,000) all of our construction funds
probably for a decade would have to go into the Turnagain Arm project, \as
and the growing towns in the National Forest regions would suffer
accordingly.

Ineidentally, Alaska's share under the formula covering FH allotments
Por the three-year postwar period should have been $2,213,928 per years
We were arbitrarily cut by this postwar Act to $1,500,000 and the
difference of $713,928 is being distributed among several of the States.

1 giscussed this matter with Governor Gruening today end he intends to :
write Delegate Bartlett and the Division of Territories about the

prospect of getting a special appropriation to cover the three million

dollars which this agresment would take from FH funds. He ranks the

Turnegain Arm project very highly, but he does not believe that it

should be built at the cost of stopping all new eonstrustion and recon=
struction in Southeastern Alasks for three years Or more. He considers

this especially true as }S'outheastern Alasks has had practically no

extonsions to its road system since the start of the war.

Delegate Bartlett is coming to Alaska soon, probably within a month,
and I would like to discuss this matter with him in person before any
further action is taken on the proposed agreement.

RG 12.b, DFE of Territories
Ertry 1-B, Classi €ied Files, 12075
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