ANCHORAGE, ALASKA,‘WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 1950.
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| Recommend NeW
‘Turnagam Arm
Safety Rulings

¢ An’" extensive list- of safety
‘rules  to govern construction
work - on’ the . Turnagain; Arm
h1ghway-ra1lroad “project has
been: recommerided to the Alaska
Assocxatlon of General Contrac-
tors by The Alask “Rdilroad, J.

mana ger, ‘disclosed today.

along ‘to “the  contractors cover
‘gas car and train operations in
the constru ction area; the hand-
ling of explosives:and prescribe

pany dispatchers and flagmen.

L eThege rules were worked out.
by quahﬂed safety engineers and
-are: intaccordance ‘with standard

‘izations:in: the States,”, Johnson
declared :

i The Alaska, Rallroad general
“manager pomted outthat the
‘railroad was passing along the
suggestmns iy the interest of fos-
tering'a stable safety program on’

“the hazardous Turnagam Arm
‘project.

12075

‘P.wJanson,  railrvad: general !

- Safety . suggestions. pas sed.

the’ dutles ‘of: constructlon com-

practices successfully adopted by,
railroad and construction: organ--
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ANCHORAGE, ALASKA, THURSDAY, MAY 25, 1950

RG Ilé’, @W‘g {:.‘%: T@f"%;%r(’gﬁ

Plan No Halt On .
Turnagain Arm
Rail-Road Project

v i Depaftmént ‘has
est by Henry Ben-
commissioner. of
ontract work on
'the Turnagain' Arm  railroad-
highway project. pending. revi-
gion ‘of the. safety: program.
' Benson filed his plea with the
Interior Department following 2
series of ‘accidents on the big
“construction’ job. : ‘

i

The decision to reject Benson’s
request was announced today by
James P.'Davis; bead of the Di-
vision of Territories and Island
Possessions.: T
~“In a telegram io J.'P. John--
sbn, ger manager of The
_ Alaska Railroad, and ‘Larry
Moore. of Associated’ General .
. Contractors, ‘Davis 'said "no.
" action is contemplated that
‘will result in work stoppage.”
Meanwhile, The Alaska Rail-
road  and Associated General
Contractors’’ announced : jointly
ithat working iryequirements on
the project have been revised: in
the intérest of fostering safety.
~'The disclosure came following
conferences“am‘ong‘ Larry Moore,
John Manley, assistant general
manager ~of  the Trailroad and
Paul. Shelmerdine,’ director of
personnel and Jabor ‘relations.
A plea to a sensible approach
“to :the’ safety program without
‘work stoppage, was made by
FMoore early this week on the
| heels of Benson’s wire to'Inter-
jor sSecretary ©Oscar “Chapmarn.
The contractors representative
expressed his’ approval of the In-
terior Department ‘decision not
‘to. enforce ‘a work stoppage on
‘the  vital’ railroad-highway pro-i

Ertry =B, Classi Cicd Files, 110 7-5]

Box 277

SOAILDIY feuoneN au jo SBUIPIOH paljisse|osq | pallissejoun au) wo paonpoldady

&t



DEPARTMENT OF THF, INTERIOR
Office of the Secretary ey
Jume 5, 1950 : o
:" ft,ﬁf‘
ORDER NO. R565 A LBt #
Subject: Delegation of Authority—-The Alaska Road: Commission gjf,r“’w@;}”’
The Qo@.ss&mer of .Boaﬁs for Alaska and the Chief
Bngineer of the Alaska Boad Comission, severally, are aathorized
to acquire for the Alaska Road Commission rights—of-way by
purchase or donation uwnder any Interior Department appropriation
act authorizing such acquisitions.
Gooar £ G/&ﬁ*’!
Secretary of the Interior

RG /2*6) OFF, ot Territor ‘
Entry 146, ClassiEred Frlos
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My 24, 1950

o %‘v fﬁ“
- Memarandum ‘ &
Tos 'I.’he Sanreta.ry

* From: The Bimator

Subjeetb: Delegaman oi‘ Au’ahamty—-»‘l‘he Alasks Road Gemmiwien

The Inberior Bepartment sppropriation aet f
~ year ending June 30, 1950, permits the use of fun
~ bion of rights-o;t‘-way“ onneetian wi.bh the rog,

n connsction with speeifm road
S ‘pmjae‘bs and the G sner of Roada for Alaska has mqueatad that
 a Secretarial order be issued delegating autherity to ths Commissioner
and the Chief Engineer of the Alaska Road Commission in ordar that
they may rcadily aequiz-e t»hese rights-—awayg

raft ed sueh a dalagatien
; do ~

Aecordingly, I have had preph
of authority, and I recommend that it

$56D) James P. Davis

James P. Davis

i FOAD G OM TSI ONADMINISTRATIVE. ~GENERAL

1

RG /1(9 O €F, ot Terrtorieg
entry I~E> ClassiFied Files, 19075
Box 277
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FILE COPY
UNITED STATES Surname:
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY «

DIVISION OF TERRITORIES AND ISLAND POSSESSIONS --z.f%z‘ _______
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. o L
JUN 1 1950 ik
‘ /SN

Wl. s ?.{Jamm
Gencral Hunager

Yhe Alaska Bailvoad
Anchbrage, Alaska

My dear Colonel Johmgant

. Attached Se & copy of a letter from Gov.! Gruening
thought would be ot m&% 4o you. T wan pleassd to note tha& -
E%mm ! m?ﬁin& exprosses confidence in your knoviedge of sunddfione
Maﬁy PrOSTEM.

Beadlens %o may. @um
? publication.

ing*s lekber is not for :

2
(§ads) James P, Davis
Mroctor
© Enclogurs
DHN: vk >
6/1/50 .
Vcad g

.
2

RG 126, DFE of Territories
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o TERRITORY OF ALASKA

\f * 2108 BEPT OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

c IRTER A B JUNEAU
REGEIVED

WAy 29 1950

WERRITORIES

Mr. James P. Davis, Director
Division of Territories & Island Possessions
Department of the Interior
Washington, D. Cs

Dear Mr., Davis:

Upon receiving your telegram transmitting Commissioner
of Labor Benson's I tried toreach Colonel Johnsen by 'phones
1 found that he will not be available until tomorrow, MNean=-
while I have forwarded him a copy of your telegram.

Without knowing just exactly what the circumstances
which Benson refers to are, you must remember that we are
now in a political campaign and Mr. Benson as a Republican
candidate for Commissioner of Labor would not hesitate to
do anything he could to discredit the present administrations
It was he who a year or two ago made a public release re=
ferring to the condition of servitude under which the Pribilof
Island natives were forced to exist by the Department of the
Interior. The wording of this telegram has a strong political
fragrance and may be no more justified than Commissioner
Benson's previous blast concerning the Pribilof Islands.

However, I shall urge Colonel Jphnson to go into the
matter promptly and thoroughly and to take any steps and
measures that are possible to improve safety condi tions on
the Alaska Railroad. I am sure that Colonel Johnson is
fully aware of conditions that exist and I know that he has

been working actively to improve safety conditionse.
Sincerely yours,

gw e '

Ernest Gruening
Covernor

P
-

RG 126, OFE, of Territories
Entry [-B, Classitied Files, 19075
Box 277
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FILE COPY

UNITED STATES Surname :

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

DIVISION OF TERRITORIES ‘AND ISLAND POSSESSIONS
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

WAY 31 1950

%j: ,7;j

\

ama. g, :m /@m

m Mam e ‘*‘:«m&
Anshorage, Alankn,

Tiear Uotonels

- m:m in snclosed a copy of u radle mﬁ ﬂw« ﬁmm;w
wgamm M&m‘m holagran o %W&W Chapuny ’

bt Lor publicss %imh&ﬁw
w mﬁm o m L Congerning some

|
HBuclosure. o
DHN Yk
5/31/80

ot
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UNITED STATES

7 BEp;DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION /!

JUNEAU, ALASKA

Chief, Alaska Branch ‘ i
Division of Territories & Island Possessions qiuum¢4v~
Department of the Interior _ o
Washington 25, D. C. T e
Dear Joe:

Receipt is acknowledged of youryletter of May 10,

11950, enclosing a copy of a report on an accident connected

with the contract of the Max J,./Kuney Company upon Section F
of thedTurnagain Arm Road. We were already aware of this
acciden®, bubt in view of the fact that this contract is being
engineered and supervised by the Bureau of Public Roads, we
had teken no direct part in investigating it.

Pursuant to your suggestion, I discussed this matter
with Mr, Hugh A. Stoddart, Division Engineer of the Bureau of
Public Roads, Juneau, yesterday. The Bureau of Public Roads
does not have a safety engineer in Alaska, It was agreed that
T would send the Alaska Road Commission safety engineer to make
a one time inspection of all of these Turnagain Arm contracts
supervised by the Bureau of Public Roads and a report to me,
which will then be turned over to Mr, Stoddart,

There is enclosed a copy of my letter to Mr, Stoddart
on this subject. ‘

With best regards, I remain

Sincerely yours,

«t

RG 126, DFE of Territories
entry |~B, ClassiFied Files, 1q07-5(

Box 277
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
JUNEAU, ALASKA

Muy 26, 1950

sl mx m mmws&m o yon f‘w %a%mv
m W’ﬁ&m

@mm By
anionar of
flosds for Alaskn

%&wﬁm of ?wﬁwm

)

RaG /9;6 L of Terrioriss
entty I~E> ClassiFied Files, 12075/
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i s UNlTED STATES S
DEPARTMENT OF THE lNTERlOR e
 OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY e
DIVISION OF TERRITORIES AND ISLAND POSSESSIONS}‘:} F“"i“‘le'z Number -
: ~ WASHINGTON 25 D c. Fi

F

~ CROSS REFERENCE

L '~Dolegatiem af Autharity ta Alaska R@ad commiasion

e ‘kSubjfe;:v’p:g
MEn &@ Purcha.se Privata Land ;r ir‘,m.ghta-af-&way‘ -

,_im‘o:matian as to the status h@
. imsuanee of a Secretarial or
to the Commissioner of Roads, :

Yo aquiime rights of way, Thc ﬁeamﬁarial )
. drafted and is in process of being cleared : he
~ Department. Upon its imsuance, mpica ar hha Swretars.al
;;ardar wih?e be x'@rwamwﬁ to you « .

EXTR&CT’ e Raf@rance is m&ﬂa to yoar radiagram: equushin

< ff_’f’:,;,Signed:, . Jams?.ﬁav;la, Dire‘éﬁéif L

See File Nu}lbe,r‘; 1. 55 ALASKA ROAD cmuss:mrz -Amxmsmm:m- Gmm

o¥
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FILE COPY
Surname: -

UNITED STATES 10 ¢ 4 aio
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIGR e
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARYygY i Wil iy & 1

* \vf;‘iH?ﬁ!iﬁ!ﬁfﬁﬁz‘?ﬁ’fflf:ﬁfgfﬁiiﬁﬁbzf?? S

JW@% »%\M%K& '

Palbpiing BRLEHRA RAlnEYRD M&&WW W% i

A BRFSNY OISH ARD AR BOK
B SREGERNS OGRS RN e

o5 BY FHgIENOREAL OWFIORAL OF Xik
0 WHVNSTROAMION OF -

(Sgd.) James P. Davis

SEG P RS

Confirmation copy - Gov. Gruening

PV h
m&m

R,G /lﬁ O 6, o Terrtiories
Entry l-12> Classi&ed Files, 12075
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<
52’3:)& - OFFICE OF

22 SECRETARY OF T! INTERIOR

May 22, 1950

1. 3 ~SecTetary - Warne™

itories & Island Possessions

3 M. Tl
A Tacuss wn T e

. \ Y0

ot

<t
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VICE?"‘ ﬁ‘ e

- a fuII ratcf

.mor’ Cable:
,,."unless itsde-
.red character is in-
dicated by a suitable |
symbol above or pre-
ceding the address.

0A5 75 ’i ' R e
0.SEBE42 LONG 102 NL PD=JUNEAU ALASKA 16- FRMAY19 B TE
HONORABLE OSCAR CHAPMAN~\ =
| SECRETARY OF INTERIOR WASHDC'

ACCIDENT FREQUENCY AND SEVE%%Y ON ALASKA RAILROAD COISTRUCTIONV

PROJECT NEAR RAINBOW IN ANCHORAGE AREA ARE SUCH THAT THIS
OFFICE IS COMPELLED TO REQUEST THAT CONTRACT BE SUSPENDED |
UNTIL SUCH TINE AS ADEQUATE SAFETY  MEASURES ARE ADOPTED -
 PERIOD [NTOLERABLE CONDITIONS AND NEEDLESS SLAUGHTER OF WORKMEN
RESULT FROM VIOLATIONS ALASKA SAFETY CODE AND ARE CONTRARY °
" TO DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR POLICY AS TO SAFE WORK PRACTICES .
RESULTING IN FREQUENT MAJOR DISASTERS RESULTING IN LOSS OF
LIFE AND PROPERTY PERIOD ALASKA RAILROAD HAS COMPETENT SAFETY -

' ENGINEERO TO DEVISE REMEDY AND THIS GFEICE AT ALL TIME

COOPERATIVE IN ACCIDENT PREVENTION PROGRAM WHICH WILL PERMIT 7

~ COMPLETION OF RROJECT-*, |
HENRY A BENSON COMMISSIONER OF LABOR-

" INTERIGR BEPTL. |
Ay 2318500 :
ASST. SECHETARY e

. " THE COMPANY WILL'APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS’SERVICE'

R,G /léﬁ CW@ C:"f:"‘ T@FI"I‘“&}F“"@
éwﬂyl~ﬂ Classi Hed £[eg 19075
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FILE GOPY
» UNITED STATES Goe e Suraner,
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR o
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

DIVISION OF TERRITORIES AND ISLAND POSSESSIONS
o WASHINGTON 25, D. G. :

Hghat w 7004 vt o promien |
BEY O QANICORENS & Fonat

I

VEA GUTT BADRG w AMY « ROUSINS | o /i’;
| HAMILAGAON B U WAy

. . 24 1955
BOUT SHD JUNIRE GHBURAL HARAGIR |

VRASED VHIOR WENL NSSULY D VOUR DUOVEAGH povdoed SUGCYST You Yaun
SAUTL MI0:50 [UNMASE ON SURSLOY BORASZEING SAVETY URIOY 0 MHS MAXSASAD

 poriod GOVE OF WALY 1O BUNBON ATRMALESD YOU YOBAY pexted

(Sgd.) James P, Davis

Jang P yie

CORFIRMATION COPY ~ Col. Johnson

ﬁ/&:z%
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, ! Pha Peiits 101
WKAZ 3 S e 1Be Pantagon
TERRITORIES H / Cetension 710080
i wLA sty - !‘g ‘ ;
KUC 13 '
{

R 2303222 ~

m;JoHNsor; ALASKA ‘RAiL‘R@AD ANCHORAGE ALASKA
o bivis TFRRITORIES INTERTOR WASHINGTON D ¢ S
A . INT GR3S5
\TH}“‘FOLLOWING IS NEVS REL}EAEEE&OADCAST@ LOCALLY maY T{A&NTY ONE
QUOTE INThR'IOR SECRETARY CHAPMAN WAS Rl:@ﬁ:sm) TODAY TO SUSPEND ‘LABORH
;CONTRACTS on THE ALASKA QAILROAD BECAUSE OF THREE RECENT ACCIDENTS
LABOR commssxomm HENRY A BENSkON OF\ JUNEAU } COMW ALASKA coﬁMA

N

.\ TELEGRAPHED THE COMPLAINT PL‘RI@D HE SAID THE RAILROAD ITSELF '.INS\;;iTH.E{f,

SAFEST IN THE WORLD COMMA BUT Tl\ IAT CONTRACTORS MUST .
BE STOPPED UNTIL SUCH TIME AS ADEQUATE SAFETY MEASURES ARE =
ADOPTID PERIOD INTOLERABLE COND ITIONS AND SLAUG HTER OF WORKMAN IS A

S A L A XT T AT AT AR AT TR ATAQI(A QAI?'G"’TV CODE AND ARE
- RG 1206, O €€, of Territor(eg

~ Entry iue;- Classi Fied =, les, 19075
Box 277




ke w OUNTER
i«%i: 4%35% ,
f» R ‘&%Eg \“,&. ,‘3 e ERA S
NS SECT O ':Af;f@s“ 1
i ? ’;_ : *ﬁ%”*mfmg :
5 o Lk CTHE A
Lo MAY & R 1550 3 R 1 ‘ vg} ;?kéi«&}'v
KA8 3 L T TTHagen
v ' TEERITORIES o REwbie e sension 71360
Kuc 43 |
RR UEPC
{
R 2303227
FM.JOHNSON ALASKA RAILROAD ANCHORAGE ALASKA
TO DAVIS TERRITORIES INTERIOR WASHINGTON D C o
| | INT GR385
THE FOLLOWING 1S NEYS RELEASE BROADCASLED LOCALLY MAY TWENTY ONE
QUOTE .INTERIOR SECRETARY CHAPNAN WAS REQUESTED TODAY TO SUSPEND LABORR;
jCONTRACTS O THE ALASKA RAILROAD BECAUSE OF THREE RECENT ACCIDENTS
LABOR COMMISSIONER HENRY A BR fON OF JONEAU COMMA ATASKA COMMA
~

TELE:RAPHED THE COMDLANT PERI@D HE SATD THE RAILROAD ITSELFF-‘I‘:S(;;TE:E:

SAFEST IN THE WORLD COMMA BUT Tf;AT CONTRACTORS MUST .

i N ,
K; ' .
BE STOPPED UNT.IL SUCH TIME AS ADQEQUATE SAFET‘Y ,‘MEA‘SURES«ARE o

ADOPTB) PERIOD INTOLERABLE CONDITIONS AND SLAUGHTER OF WORKMEN IS A\

RESULT OF VIOLATIONS OF THE ALASKA SAFETY CODE AND ARE

CONTRARY TO INTERTOR DEPARTmmT POLICY COMMA HE\WIRED,’ THE RAILROAD

’

RG 126, D€ oF Tervitories |
: E‘"f\%kYI ﬁ‘ Cla: ux..xif'"zgd = f€5 [!??)?""‘*g[
 Bax 277




AOPTAD PLRIOD INTOLERABLE CONDITIONS AND SLAUGHTER OF WORKMEN IS A
RESULT OF VIOLATIONS OF THE ALASKA SAFETY CODE AND ARE

CONTRARY TO INTERIOR DEPARTMINT POLICY COMMA HE WIRED, THE RAILROAD

’

UKPC 48A PAGE TWO

" HAS COMPETINT SAFETY INGINEERS TO DEVISE A RAMEDY COMMA AND THIS OFFICE

AT ALL" TIMES IS COOPERATIVE TN AN, ACCIBENT

?

B FE

PREVEI\TION PROGRAM TO PERMIT COMPLFTION OF THE PROJF'CT PERIOD THREE

/

MEN WERE INJURED COMMA ON;E‘SERI"OUSLY COMMA LAST HONDAY NIGHT

WHEN SEVEN STICKS OF DYNAMITE B‘LASTE*A HUGE ROCK ABOUT
THE TIME A RAILRoAb SPEDIR AﬁR;ZVED ViTH A Comd OF
WORKEr{s PERI OD ;I‘HREE memzxzum IN ONE OF THE
| THO REPAIR PRéJI:CT ACCIDENTS 'SINCE MARCH PERIOD SB630PPD END ALASKA -
| REPORT .IN "JUNEAU ."COMMA ALASKA éomm TéRRITORIAL LABOR commssiomm ‘Hmé“z‘

A BB”%SON HAS CALLED FOR THE SUSPENSION 'OF ALL ALASKA ‘

& »R!%JH;ROAD REPAI# IN THE RAINBOW AREA‘VUN;T“IL SUCH TIME AS .
ADEQGATE'SAFETY MEASURES ARE ADQPTFD 'PERIOD BENSONS REQUEST TOSECRETAR
OF mi*m*x“oié. CHAPMAN IS PROMPTED BY THREEY REC INTNSEVERE \Ack:xnmffs 7
; 01;5 RAILRVOAD;\(‘Z}ONSTRUCT‘}_’ONAJC;BS \PERIOD ALL‘kkACCIDENTS“vRESULT-ED ININJURY
0R LOSS OF LIFE FOkR;WOR“KMEN Aﬁb "nqo' INVOLVED ;gptm i
CARS PERIOD IN HIS ME'SSAGE coMMA e LABOR. commissonER A

LT ATLTDADL DU AT T TTON CCAND O NEED L EQ}S SLP‘UGHTER OF WORKMEN RESULT FRO
R,G fl(? O 6, of Territorieg | ‘

i
i

- Entry i—v{% Classi Fed £, les, 120 7-5¢
Box 277




OR LOSS OF LIFE FOR WORKMEN AND TWO INVOLVED HAND

CARS PERIOD IV HIS MESSAGE comin THE 'LABQ}; commisszomﬁ SAID
ﬁ quTOLERABLE.CONbi’fIONs AND N ;ﬁ) LESS ‘f\sLAVUGHTER OF wozzKM‘!mt RESULTFROM
VIOLATIONS OF . PERIOD miD QUOTETHEFOREGOING
IS SELF EXPLANATORY AND I RECARD To SAFETY MEASURES USED

BY CONTRACTORS IS IN ERROR AS THEY DO USE SAFETY

UKRC 48A PAGE THREE

-

MEASURES IN ALL THEIR CONTRACT WORK 'PERIOD; THIS APPLIES TO - »‘ ‘
ALL CONTRACTORSBWORKING FOR THE ALASKA RAILROAD PERIOD THE INTEI‘\IT‘
OF THIS NEIS RELEASE IS TO ‘HAVE ALL WORK STOPPED
PERIQD . \
jwém,n APPRECIATE Yomz II\?T‘ERC}EDING IN TQIS C.ONN‘EQZTION IN ORDER THAT
ANY ADDED SAFETY MEASURES TO BE Aﬁomj BE ACCOMPLISHED WITHOUT

WORK STOPPAGE, PERIOD'

REFERENCE RAILR/@AD SPEEDER ARRIVED WITH CREW OF

WORKERS CLARIFICATION THIS STATEMENT THIS WAS RAILROAD OWNED SPE EDER

.BUT WAS OPERATEDD BY THE CONTRACTOR
: 23/05002

RG 1.6, DFE, of Térvitorieg
entry |—B, Classified & les, 120751
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FILE COPY
UNITED STATES Surnalie;
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
DIVISION OF TERRITORIES AND ISLAND POSSESSIONS

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. '
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SO DI KRS BN RUNE NPT O RAgh BiRs PROFEGHG ACINAREY
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Sgd.) James P. Davis

& Hyie
Pl & TULAND suBRRGERuER

Ponfirmation copy - Y« A. Moore
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OFFICEOF .
SECRETARY OF TH{ _TERIOR

May 2L, 1950

A8ST. SECRETARY

++—ASSistant Secretary Wa

2. Director Davis

Territories & Island Possessions

 BNTERIOR DEPT.
RECEIVED
MAY 2 41350

 [AERRITORIES
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C.NSTR ‘T!tm lNBUSTRY i THE TERRiTORY RESPECTFULLY lNVOKESk

{STDERATION OF LABOR COMMISSTONER BENSONS REQUEST

ACTSWON R,;LBELT PROJECTS ACCOUNT RECENT
| f VESTIGATION OF

PD ADDTTI@NALLY THIS c"APTER IS PRESENTLY PROCESS[NQ

zENROLLMENT CF'ALL ALASKAN C.NTRACT.R MEMBERS I AN lNDUSTRY

WIDE SAFETY C.NTEST RECOGNiZED A STANDARD THR'UGHOUT THE‘
NAT! ON PD AN !’MPART‘I’AK 'SAFETY ENQ“VNEER f’S _BEI NG BRQUGHT

e s =

HERE 10 INVESTIGATE WORKING C’@ND!T! ONS AND SAFETY PRACTI'CES
'N THE RATNBOW AREA PD ALL MEMBERS OF THTS ASSOCIAT!ON WELCOM

RG 126, 0FE, oF Territories
gnﬂy I~E> Classi&ied £ les, 1907-5(
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SPENSiqy OF wORK As

1SE BECAUSE T WIULD ADD HUN

TG THE THGUSANDS CURRENTLY CLAMO

LBELT AND W'UEQﬁﬁP;!@fF;%;MWW NG THAT CANND ,
ORPTFES WHILE WORK PROGRESSES

STTUATION BEFORE
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FILE COPY
UNITED STATES sSurname:
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR )

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY — o

DIVISION OF TERRITORIES AND ISLAND POSSESSIONS
E WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

25, 1. C.

MAy 15 1950

Mr, Thomas (. HacDonald,
f@ malead onex :

Buresu of Public Roads
Tepartment. of ‘Gommerce

Ny deav iir. MacDonald:
¥nolosed, for your information, is a copy of a self-

natory letter, dated May 1, 1950, which we have received '

fryn Colonel J» P. Yohnson, General Yanager of The Alaska Rail-
road,- soncerning the explosion which occurved on April 15 at
mile 78.2. ‘

ﬁiﬁwrély yours,

(Sgd.) James P, Davis

Janes P. Davis
Pirector

Enolosurs

. GGCUNNINGHAY

| 5/12/50

.

RG 126, D¢ of Territories
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= : UNlTED STATES -
DEPARTMENT OF THE lNTERlORZ o

; THE ALASKA RAILROAD

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA

M!\sz% 950 . | - . My 1, 1950 o
. {ERRITORIES - . T i

~”Mr. James P. Dav1s
‘Dlrector 5 -
Division of Terrlborles and
Island Possessions
‘Departmant of the Interlor
,Washlngton 25, D. C.Ag

Dear Mr. Dav13‘ ‘

: ; In compllance with your request of April 18 1950 below i?“
is report of our Safety Englneer Carl Be Steeves on the exp1051on G
ab mlle 78 2: c 8 :

E;,“Ex91051on occurred on North 81de of btrack at Alaska
‘"Rallroad Mile Post 78.2 at 93 20 AL, Aprll 15, 1950.

“AMax Jd Kuney Company contractor on the work.
Cauged by premature-dynam;te explos;on. Reason unknown. :

Four ﬁsn fataily,injured:R‘~

| John Ko Skoglund Powder Foreman, 61 years old,
‘about 30 years powder experlence.‘ ’

Benjamln F. w1lson, Powderman helper, 55 years S e
olde =« .. : e

Danlel Stabenow, Wagon drill operator, 35 years
Qldo :

- Bd O. Bumgarner, Wagon drlll helper, hé years old.

fDue to the fact the only men in clcse proxlmlty to the ; AR
explosion were killed, the cause of thls explosion is unknown RN

’~Holes ‘had been drilled over an ares approxlmately 200 feet

. long by 20 feet wide. The four men fatally injured. were

in the process of charglng these holes. At the time of

~ the accident there were approximately 35 holes charged-wiﬁh
about 50 pounds of 60 per cent dynamlte per hole.~;5;f‘,

RG 126, OFF of Territories
Entty 1~e; Classi Cied £, les, 19075
Box 277

fetioneN 8t 1o SBUIIOH PaISSEI08Q / Palisseou Al




‘The rallroad ’tra.ck . overed for a:‘,‘dzs‘bance of 100

RG ’l(a O €€, of Territorieg
entry I~E> ClassiFied ' les, 19075
Box 277

101 [evioeN oL} 1o SBUPIOH PaISSeIoaq | paUISSEipUN Bl o) paonp



! | o FILE COPY

UNITED STATES : Surname
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

DIVISION OF TERRITORIES AND ISLAND POSSESSIONS
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

35’” ﬂuﬁ‘“

Adr a3l

......................

iy 10 1950

_/ i
Golonel Johii R. Noyes :

Comnissioner of Toads for Alaska
Alaska Road Commission ‘ .
duneau, Alaska : v _ i

My dear Colonsl Noyess

Bnelosed, for your Mamai&im, is 2 copy of 8 y@% S
on the explosion that sceurred on the road project nesr Anchorage B |

It occurred to me that you night. want to dlseuss this o
mavter with Colonel Johnson to determine whether the Alaska Rosd :
Comnission and The Alaska Rallroad might wish to suggest to the

contractors that they have safety engineers on havardous projects

of this kind, It may be impractical to do this and that service

might be rendered by safety engineers of the Hallrosd or Road

ﬁ‘c:mism I am offering these suggestions to you for your con-

sidersiin L :

e Qe whd | Sincerely ye@a, ~
.  (Sodh) Jos. T. Flakne

JM / v 3 7 ‘ e
‘ J05. Ty Flakne - g

- Chief, 4laska Branch

Flakne/gmr
May 10

i

RG 126, OFE, of Tertitories
Entry |-B, ClassiCied F|es, 19075/
Box 377
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FILE COPY
Surname:

: UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

DIVISION OF TERRITORIES AND ISLAND POSSESSIONS
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

i

PR 18 W60

Colonel ¢, i".“iicmmwﬁ
General ManageP, The Alaska Rallroad
snchorage, Alaska '
Wy dear Colonel Johnsons
Thank you for your ia&iagram advising us of the exploslion
ab Uile 78, When your Safety Engineer has completed his réper% on
this, we &hmid appraclate recelving a copy. e should also like
to be aﬁv@sad 1f the Public Roads ﬁdmiaistr&%i@n or thé X &
j%yﬁ&y Company has a Safsty Enginesr on ths Job.
S&ﬁﬂa?ﬁl@tymﬁy&,
[Sed.) James P. Davis

domes P. Davis
nirector

Flakne/gmr .

April 18

ot

RG ,9\6, O€E, ot Territories
entry [-B, Classiied =/ |es 19075
Box 277 {
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DEPT/ARIY GOMCENTER
GREENY " D1 TIME (Z)

0 APR I8 OU 29

3§
% by
. %i\, S5 }‘ : : ﬁ‘t‘. g
| by e A
i %ﬁé;-mm*& it tiﬁm

g et

APR 181950 =«

o

T ey B

© 'y’),, % w‘\"%

et
IE @cpc e

N St e

R 1803007

FIf JOHNSONALASKA RAILROAD ANCHORAGE

Sy

TO DAVIS TERRITORIES INTERIOR WASHINGTON D C :
| v | | - INT GR143

FOLLOWING FOR FILES AND INFQRMATION .PERIOD“Q.IINE“TWENVTY A SA';VI'URDA;Y,’{;*}
THAT AN E;{PLOSION | OCCURD EDAT “m: LL SEVII\TX EIGHT POINTTWO
e J Kmyiﬁ{:fwc“gm‘pm‘fs IS CON STI%UCTIM', ROADS FOR - R A THREE pERSONS
‘WERCE KILLED(\AND ONE “fRIOU‘SLY »IN‘)N‘JRED PERIOD THE INJURED I;ARTY WAS
BROUGHT TO AN‘CHOIQ‘(‘\I;GE By TINTH RESCUE SQUADRON AND PASSID AIAY AT de p
PERIOD THE RATLROADS NAIN TRACK VAS covéREb WITH VAPPRO}'{IMATELY‘ T FFET
ORG}IQM@;O {-—t‘",mﬁ:i@r;;ffmr Mﬁ e S ,:D - KUNEYV R

- Entry [-B Classi Fied Flies, 1907-5¢
0 &QK 277




THAT AN EXPLOSION OCCURDED AT MILL SEVTNTY EIGHT POINT TWO

WHERE MAX J KUNEY COMPANY IS CONSTRUCTIM ROADS FOR P R A THREE PERSONSl

(

 WERE KILLED AND »om;. FRIOUSLY INJ URED PERIOD THE INJURED PARTY WAS

BROUGHT TO ANCHORAGE BY THNTH RESCUE SQUADRON AND PASSED AIAY AT 'rwo‘ PM

~

PERIOD THE RATLROADS NAIN TRACK UAS COVERED WITH APPROXIMATELY TRN FEET .
OF DEBRIS FOR A DISTANCE OF ABOUT ONE HUNDRED FEET KUNEY

COMPANY STARTED CLEARING MAIN TRACK TEN AM AND SAME WAS

: w

MX J PRA

UKPC 44A PAGE TWO

e . \

CLEARED THREE THIRTY PM ALL TRAINS&AIERE DELAYED THIS PERIOD HOW EVER

s

RAILROAD IS IN NO WAY TO BLAME FOR THIS EXPLOSION WAS

CAUSE BY DYNAMITE WHICH WAS BEING USED IN CONNECTION WITH THE

CONSTRUCTION OF THE PR A ROAb AT THAT POINT

PMPRA
18/03457.

~ =i

W/v‘ T

RG 126, 0F6 oF Tartitorieg
entry |- F’> Classi Fied £ les, 140 75 ¢
Box 277
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIO
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

JUNEAU, ALASKA

Mr., T. W. Taylor; Administrative Officer, Division of
Territories and Island Possessions, Department of the
Interior, Washington 25, D. C.

\r. D. H. Willer, Chief, Administrative Division, Alas
Road Commission, Juneau, Alaska -

Acquisition of the/belaney Property

I am enclosing copy of a memo addressed to our district
engineer at Anchorage with regard to the acquisition of the Delaney
property at Anchorage. In this connection, it is noted that the
Attorney Generalls letter addressed to Secretary Chapman has not been
acknowledged. We will keep you informed of the progress of this mat-
ter so that you may take whatever action you deem advisable in
Washington .

RG 126, OFE of Territorieg
entry [-B, Classified £/ |es, 19075/

Box 377
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FILE CQEPY
UNITED STATES . Surnans:
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
" OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY ‘

DIVISION: OF TERRITORIES AND ISLAND POSSESSIONS
WASHINGTON:25, D. C.

- APR 171980 - ||
Wides Bxton. 566 - xS
Wi SHECR mmmﬁmw );w

YA 1 KMM
DTV OF TRRETIOREVG /M - (
ALaGEAR RAXIROAD

XEXE X XEEXRXRERANREXX

i mm BALIO « ARSI - NOUTTNR

L0V 1Y ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁm QENRRAY BANAGER
T THE ALREKA Mm%
AHCHORAGE

PLEASR ADVIED DY RADIO AWWED OF FUNDS ADVANOED 10 GENERAL

POPISOAL YEAR pevied ALSD BSOTGRIR ARE
ATWANCHS V08 BALANOE OF OUMTIIN LISOAYL YTEAR.

AOVANCED 10 DATE 10 SURRMP

P We TAYROR
Feow :

L/17/50

ki

Tgentical radio semt to Col. Noyes

CONFIRMATION COFY Col. Johmson

ot

RG 26, DFF, ofF Territories
entry |-, ClassiFied Files, 1907-5¢
Box 377
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UNITED STATES
u DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
‘ : OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
DIVISION OF TERRITORIES AND ISLAND POSSESS]ONS
& . WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

z;
Wiles Fxt. 6656
TUTERTOR DEPAHTMEND
o - | 1 1950 DIV OF TRRRTTORIES
RAIEIRRAIRRINIE | ALASEA ROAD COMTSSION
| ‘ : - V /', A Af

| VIA OV m}m m ROUTDNE |
P ®. W, TAYIR
Qove INT NOYES wm&mﬁm op zwm o
| © ATASKA ROAD COMDBSION
- : JUNIAU  ATASKA

‘ : W
| PLEASE ADVISE BY BADIO mmm oF mms mm&m ™o ammx.

, SKRWGW ADMINTSTRATION FOR FLBCAL m& WINETREN PORTINING AND AMDUNT
ADVANCED T DATE I8 CURRENT PISCAL YEAR m&"mﬂ aw:} mmmm ANY
‘ mmmﬁa FGR Wmﬁ ﬂ!’ CURHENT %%ﬁh% mfm

‘ L &) T. w mm
. . h/17/59 : W W' | Qngr W. TAYIOR
. -

~ CONFIRMATION COFY Col. Noyes

P
hd

RG 126, DFE of Territories

Ef\"f’"“y l"'& Qlassitied =) "65, 190754
Box 277
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- FILE COP

UNITED STATES Surname ;

. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY ’
DIVISION OF TERRITORIES AND ISLAND POSSESSIONS
WASHINGTON 25, D. C:

APR 131950 | T

Culs John R. ﬁw o
missioner B Reads for A&m}m

#lagka Road Commission

xﬁxmw, Alaska

Wy dear Colonel} ‘Nm&mm

Transmitied herewith in s saﬁmxplamtary Imi;%r d&taﬁ

\‘M@h 16 from the k’%w&wy General to the Smm‘b&w of the Interie,
g?thgs‘r with atiache pa}mm mncaeming the p mmsed/ urchase by
/’ﬁw Alasla Road Com T 2185 a ¥ Via James J
ﬁeﬁ&a‘ﬁw and Naney x&.

‘ I suggest that you refer the
man*!;a to the United States Distrdet Attor el 3
assistance he may require in gw,mg the @m quer

G ?Z’é '2”7 :  Sincersly yours,

TS “}WPW f‘u Udv

James P. Davis
Pirector

Enclosures 2

IBENEZRA :mm
4/13/50

go—
A4

RG 126, OFF, of Territorieg
entry I~E> Classi Fied £, les, 19075
Box 377
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Hareh 16, 1950

Honorable Capar Lo Ubapman
Sapratary of the Interior

Wy dear ¥y, Seerstaryy

An exaninstlon hus been made of the tille dade relsting
o 24385 scves of lend, more or less, Alaska Hoad Comsipslon . |
Project, 1o Anthorsge Beoording Ulsteded, Third Judicial Division,
Tareitory of &luska, This land is to Lo scgolred for a conuldoras
wion of $190.00 by authorify of existing legislation. Ihe #ile
pusber of this Depariuent ls 33-2«130,

The dund is despribed in the cnglossd deed dated
fiovembor 23, 1949, eweouledly Jases J. Delaney end Haooy ds Delaneys
uwband and wife, to the United Blates of dmevicy,

The abstrasct, consleting of § paes, was lash patisw
factorily certiiied as of lovmsber 25, 10k¥, by Davis & Henfrew,
Abstrauiors £

| The abstract and secompenying deba disclose the title
1o be vested in Jumes J, Deluney snd Sasuy ¥l Delaney, subject toi
1, 431 tomes and assessmanbe

2o Hphle or QMW of persons dn pesonsplony
i anyy not shown of ronerds -

3« wchamles? Mens, 1T any, not shown ef

m %‘Mamﬁw fop roadss igbways and public
ubilition, if any, not ghown of 'm@m%

B. Rights of the United Gtates and thivd
pargons, if aay, wnder reservetions soutalued
inibhe patent shown ab page 1 of Lhe abetrast.

-
>

RG 126, DFE of Territories
entry |-B, Classi€ied £/ es, 19075
Box 277
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- 2o

6. Zagerwnts, if any, vsed by thizd persuns in
“ gﬁmﬁﬂmw with vestod and aserned waler
plghia,.

7. Highis of the United Dtates woder the
snnlosed Good,

B, The rezistration of ths land with the
Tepritorisl Assesaor for the Third
Division, Territory of Alusks, under the
1oLy Session Lawg of Alaska,

A8 & copy of the option was not subnitted to thin Dopante
ment, the consideretion for the purchase is not shated hereln,

Prior o the consumsation of bhie purchass it should be
dotermined that the deed to the United States and the caplion o
the ebstrect inelude 11 the lamd deseribed in 4w oplion.

: ¥hon $he sbove requlremant sud objectlons numbered 1, 2y
4 and B have boon meh, bhe anclosed deed to the United Staves,
properly sbempad, has bewen roconded, the purchase price has been
pedd, the sbeiract baw been contimued and certifisd %o b dabe sube

sequent te tiw recordstion of the deed, digcloping bhst nothing has
oeouryed since ths date of the presont gortiticate to alfect the
£itle sdversely, and showing the vesting of & valld titls A e
United Stetes of Amorics, and nis Department bhy Leen informed in
writing thet objsotions Ly 5 and & will oot interfeve with the
contemplated use of the land, the tlile will be approved subject
o the rights sud sapewents referred 1o in objoctions Ly B and &

The sbatrach and relaved papers are enclossd,
Gingerely yours,

—

s

RG 126, OFE of Territorieg
Entry -8, ClassiFied Files, 1407-5]
Box 277
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R 0901257

FM GHIGLIONE ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION JUNEAU ALASKA
TO H REX LEE ACTING DIRECTOR DIVISION OF TERRITORIES DEPARTMENT OF THE

INTERIOR WASHINGTON 25 D C.
INT GR2S

REURAD TURNAGAIN ARM ESTIMATE COMPLETION ONE WAY THROUGH ROAD WITH
SUFFICIENT TURNOUTS FOR SAFE TRAVEL ONE NOVEMBER NINETEEN FIFTY .AND

COMPLETION ALL WORK ONE SEPTEMBER NINETEEN FIFTY ONE"

CFN TURNAGAIN
09/0137Z

ot

RG [26, 0FE of Terviturieg
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UNITED STATES . et

. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTER
AW OFFICE OF THE SECRETAR
#ERRITORIES AND ISLAND POSSESSIO

WASHINGTON 25, D. G. % w L
W\R 8 - 1950

BOAD WELL S P
SOUPLITTN €

1Sgt.) H. Rex Leo

B RS R
ACULOTAIT DINEOTOR

HRIeetagh

]

RG 2.6, OFF, of Territorieg
Entry I-—E; Qlassi Sed £, les, 19075}
Box 277
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UNITED STATES | | Surname :
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR .

OFFICE OF THE “SECRETARY

" DIVISION OF TERRITORIES AND ISLAND POSSESSIONS
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

FEB 28 1950

/
3&': ﬁv Hw Qﬁt&k@!‘ i
Asgistant To General Wsnagey
@Wﬁ:mm mmm

~ Heference in made 4«@‘/1‘%&3 advanoed to %.m ika
Rallrosd by the Alaska Hoad Cosmission for mﬁmﬁﬁ ot wz:m%a
on the Tuornagein drm Project.

1% has besn nodted that io dote the sume advenced have
all been deposited e the receipt account Y1LE700" with the
exception of §1,000,000 which was deposibed to “LX6700.% AL
of these advances should have been deposited direstly te
MILXETO0" and 1% is suggested thab you reguest e Treaswry

Depariment, Division of Bookkeeping and Warranis, to process
*ﬁm negoasary adjustment warrant to offect tho correction.
This adjustment is necessary in order to keep your "operating
revenuzs® soparate from gther funds available to the reilrosd
for purposes such 2s the Twrnagain drm project.

Tn your letter Mc;m&'s&ng this adustment, Certificate
of Deposit mumbers, dates, and smounts should be given.

Sincorely pouwrs,

(Sod.} T 0% Taylor

T. W Taylor
Aduwinistrative OffLcer

Bon:mw

2/21/50

‘et

RG 2.6, OFF, of Territories
entry |~ E> Classi Fied £ les, 19075
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UNITED STATES Surname :

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR y /

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 7

DIVISION OF TERRITORIES AND ISLAND POSSESSIONS
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

353 z}mgo N

/

ﬁmlﬂmi da ﬁu &nkmsm

’3’1«1& n;amm mmma
Me:‘mnga, Alacks

My dear Colonsl Johnsotis |

He are pleased to know of your plans to study rallrosd
logations in the Turnagain Arm secbion. It s emmmly important
that s looation be found which would be suiteble for the most

efficient rallrvoed and highway ﬁp&%ﬁim*
Sinpeerely mm,
ngd) H. Rex Lea

Ml m Lee
- Asuigtant Director

Flakne/gmr«
Dec. 29, 1949

s
g
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