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*.* * TNTRODUCTION * * *

}

Tt has long been recognized that all future

development of the Territory of Alaska is, to a great

extent, dependent upon the adequacy of transportation
facilities available. All forms of commerce are either

stifled or given greater impetus in direct relation to

the advantages of such communications and transportation

| as are at hand.

|

The great and rich Kenai Penninsula has been

:
virtually isolated from the rest of the Territory for

|

lack of a connecting link with the main arterial high-

way systemof Alaska. We feel that this is a matter of

such great import that it should be the immediate concern

of everyone interested in the future welfare of our

Territory.

THE ANCHORAGE CHAMBER

OF COMMERCE

Special Roads Committee.
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THE CONNECTING LINK AT
TURNAGATN ARM CROSSING

Construction of a roadway across Turnagain Arn,
about 30 miles from Anchorage, Alaska, has been rated as
one of the foremost projects that can be carried forward
by the federal government at modest cost to bolster the
economy of the Territory.

The project consists of a rock fill of 12,000 feet
in length with three steel spans in the center of 300 feet
each. Estimated cost, made by a’registered engineer ina
report presented herewith, is $1,770,000.

ECONOMIC JUSTIFICATION

The Turnagain Arm crossing would give the rich Kenai
Peninsula an overland connection with the rest of Alaska,
independent of the Alaska Railroad which now furnishes the
only year-round means of transportation.

Actually,the crossing would connect the present
Kenai road‘system, built by the federal government at a
cost of $2,500,000, with the road system of the rest of
Alaska in which the federal government has invested
$16,210,000, exclusive of military construction since the
beginning of the war.

The Turnagain Arm crossing, together with the con-
struction of about 30 miles of road from Anchorage to. the
crossing, will lead to the following results:

1. HOMESTEADING: It‘will lead to the opening of
approrimately 640,009 acres of agricultural
and grazing lund on the Kenai peninsula by
providing access to markets served by the main
arterial highway system of Alaska.

2. TIMBER: It will make it possible for the ex-
tension and expansion of the present small
timber industry on the’Kenai peninsula by
bringing the Anchorage, Matanuska Valley and
other points of interior Alaska within easy
trucking distance of the Kenai peninsula.

3. MINING: It will be an impetus to the further
development of mining claims on the Kenai pen-
insula. ‘These operations are hampered present-
ly by lack of roads, lack of population and
other difficulties encountered in a wilderness
country.

.
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4. TOURISTS: The crossing will make the Kenai
peninsula readily accessible to the great tour-
iat-trade that will come to Alaska after the
war, thus meeting one of the most pressing
needs of the Territoryby providing a source
of entertainment for the visitors. The Kenai
peninsula with its unparalleled scenic gran-
deur has always been recognized as one of the
outstanding potential tourist attractions in
the world. The tourists will be able to drive
through the peninsula in their own cars, OF in
hired cars stopping at the many lodges and re-
sorts that will be available.

ce
e

5, RESORTS: With the completion of the Turnagain
Arm crossing the small number of modest road-
houses and resorts now located on the Kenai
road system will be able to develop into major
operations, with many new, modern resorts being
created to serve the public needs.

‘
\i 6. SPORTS: Sportsmen find the Kenai outstanding

for fishing, hunting (with gun or camera) and
skiing. Alaskans have been enjoying these
spectnrcular resources for years. They will be
the first to take advantege of the opening up
of the country by the Gurnegein Arm crossing,
with sportsmen from the States following
closely on their heels.

7. ATD TO VETERANS: Servicemen edopting Alaska as
their future homes will find meny opportunities
open to them as a result of the Turnagain Arm
erossing. This project will open the peninsula
to great farm developments, to the establishment
of many new businesssin the fields of trans¢
portation, housing, recreational facilities,
supplies and the other needs of the meny resi-
dents and tourists who will live or travel there.

8. A LIFE~LINE: The overland route connecting the
Kenai peninsule with the rest of Alaska will
give it a permanent link permitting residents
of Seward to live sscurely and build their city
permenently without fear of possible isolation
from other communities in the event the Alaska
Railroad ever abandons the Seward terminus.
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ENGINEER'S REPORT

ON
,

TURNAGAIN ARM CROSSING

ALASKA

Prepared for, & under the

euthority of

THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

of Anchorage, Alaska

By

Victor C, Rivers
Registered Engineer

Oztober 1944
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SYLLABUS
1.
stru 4 crossing of Turnagain Arm

a. <A presentation and aphysical facts relating to +such a crossing.
n analysis of known and availablehe feasibility of constructing

b. Maps and a preliminar
maps show the Location of
mainder of the Territory

ydesign of the crossing.the project in relation to the

materials involved inG+ An estimate of the quantities ofthe project and en estimate of the costs of construction,
The information upon which the

2. Sources of information,report is based has been obtained by:
a. BY personal investiof the project,
b. A study of the reStates Geological Survey,

*

gations and ingpections at the Site

analyses of the United
€s Coast and Geodetic

ports, maps and
the United Stattive sources,Survey and other authorita

l-contact with officials and -&- By discussion and actuapersonnel of the Alaske Railroathe U. S. Engineer Department
dents, boatmen, loggers, fishermen,

Commission,y long time resi-ete. of Cook Inlet area.

a, the Alaska Road
and with man

5. Findings/ The findings of this report are:
tion of the existing physical factsa. Based on a considerait is found thet the construsuitable for automobile ,
ection of an overwater drossingand similar travel is feasible.

b. That the most economicalthis construction is-located betwPoint (near Sunrise), on-Purna‘length of Crossing of 12,00¢

and satisfactory site for
eén Bird Point and Snipergcin Arm, involving a totel .linear feet,

&. That the cost of cotype and scope sect forth in
heevy construction costs intimated to be ¢ 1,770,000.00
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HISTORICAL STATEMENT

‘Tyrneabain Arm is a long nerrow body of water, an

estuary, adjoining Cook Inlet, in the vicinity of Anchorage

in the South Centrel part of Alaska. It forms the nor thern

poundery of the Kenai Peninsula, in part, and constitutes
wheat has hitherto been a physical barrier petween that
Peninsula and the Alaska mainland passable (by surface .

travel) only by skirting the shores of this Arm through

rugged mountainous country or by means of a boat or other

floating equipment.

Gonsideretion has been given at various times in
the past to the problem of providing 4 suitable overwater

crossing of TPurnagein Arm. The first known investigation of
the possibility of such @ crossing was made early in the

twentieth century 1914-15, when railroad reconneissance
and survey parties studied rail routes from the Coast to’
Interior Aleska. The rail route finally determined upon,

however, and which has been the one used up to the present

time, skirted the shores of Turnagain Arm rather than inclu-
de in its construction an ectual crossing of this body of

water.
For e number of years after the final selection of

this reil route and the construction of the existing Alaska
Railroad interest in an overwater Turnagain Arm crossing
was dormant. However with the gradual construction and’ex~

pansion of the roed system cf the area around Anchorege, in-

cluding thet of the Matanuske Velley, and with the construc
tion of roeds on the Kenai Peninsula interest in e@ crossing
of Turnagain Arm suitable to support automobile and truck
traffic was revived. During the ten year period from 1928

to 1938 inclusive, the subject of this crossing wes’ inter-
mittently studied by interested government agencies, orgen~’
ized groups and by individuals who favored accessibility to,
and e« morc rapid. development of ,the extensive wealth and

natural resources of the Kenei Peninsula Also during this
time the road systems of the two areas had been steadily
expending and it was pecoming more and more evident that @

sefe and satisfactory crossing of this body of water was the

key to a most effective end rapid development of the subject
areas.

[It was not, however, until late in 1940 that the

pressing need of suitable transportation routes for military
and defense purposes brought the subject of the Turnegain
Arm crossing to the fore. Late in 1940 and early in 1941

a series of studies were mado by government employed eivil-
ian engineers to determine the feasibility of a crossing be-
tween Bird Point om the North shore and Sniper Point on the
South shore of Turnagein Arm. The results and findings of

—2m

on,
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these investigations including estimates of quantities of
materials and of costs wore subsequently submitted to, and
madc a part of ,the records of the military authorities in
charge in the Alaska area at thet time.

During, and efter the time that the investigations
of the feasibility of this crossing were under consideration
for military purposes ea civilian agency of the government
now known as the Public Roeds Administration was similarly
occupicd. With the “lessening of the miliery need for an
expended roed system which would include such a crossing
the above mentionsd civilian government agency became the
principal organization actively interested in this project.
The findings and results of their investigations are not
available at the present time end the extent and the recom-

} mendations contained in thom arc not known. heir studies
r have continued up to the present time, however, and are still
ee undsrway as representatives of the Public Roads Administration

were at the site and in that vicinity and were known to have
been obtaining additional information during the current
summer of 1944,

f The preceding paragraphs cover the known history
and background of the proposal to construct an overwater euto-
mobile and truck crossing of Furnagain Arm up to the time of
the preparation of this report.

Ph
SOURCES OF INFORMATION

Phis report has been prepared and the maps end prelin-
inery designs which it contains have been based on information
obtained by personel investigetions and inspections by the
writer of Purnagain Arm and its adjacent areas. The shore-

: lines and beeches have been given e thorough inspection ari
; possible sites for a erossing have been carefully studied,; geological formations have been observed and the results of

laboratory tests by geologists working in this area heave been
obtained. Weather and tidszl conditions have been given con-
sideration. Reference has been freely made to,‘and detailed
information has bcen obteined from, the reports, maps and
charts of the United States Geological Survey, the United
Statcs Goast and Geodetic Survey, the United States Weather
Bureau and similar euthoritetive sources. Additional infor-
mation has been obteined by personal contact and discussion
with officials and personnel of government agencies such as
the Alaska Railroad,the Alaska Road Commission, the United
States Engineer Department and others. Valuable information
has also been obtained from long-time residents, boatmen,
loggers, fishermen and others familiar with the Cook Inlet
and Turnegain Arm areas.

wu
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rb TURNAGAIN APM ~ WEATHER AND TIDES
In planning fixed structures on exposed or’protectedtide waters the practicability as well as the type, height,cost and other characteristics of such structures are often

k determined by the skopes and: types of materials of thei beaches, the depths of-water, the tidel renge, the direction.

and sweep of the Winds, the maximum wave heights developed,the presence of floating ice ana similar natural phenomena.
: Therefore a description and certain generel data of this
e nature are included briefly in this report.

Turnegain Arm is a protected body of water approx-imately forth-five miles long lying in an East-West direct-ion. It is approxinatcly twelve miles wide on its westerlyend where it adjoins Cook Inlet. Tt tapers to e series ofnarrow glecier streams and send bars at the heed or easterlyend. From the head and approximately fiftecn miles in awesterly direction along its shores to Bird Point it isbordered by steep hills an@ mountains which rise abruptlyalmost from the water's edge. From Bird Point west to its
fe mouth, the shores of Burnagain Arm become gredually less:, rugged until, et the extreme westerly and near Anchorage,they consist of flet alluvial benches.

ee
e

Because of its steep high shores end cast-west di-rection Burnagain Arn, particularly near its head, acts
somewhat like a funnel for collecting winds, ané-high windvelocities, especially during the winter months, are common,From its head and for approximately half its length along thenarrower part of the Arm, wind velocities of sixty miles perhour are frequently recorded and occasionally velocities ofeighty miles per hour are experienced. (See footnote)

For almost its entire length furnagain Arm is com-paratively shallow. It has long flat beaches formed of
Y alluvial silt which at low tide are exposed in many places
bs for a distance of from 1000 feet te 2000 feet from the share.

Due to the fact of its being en inclosed body of
a water, also due to the limited sweep of the winds and the
; comparatively shallow depths, the wave ection in the Arm
A from Bird Point to its head is moderete. Short choppy waveswithout excessive height are created while during the-’periodof high winds in the winter months floating ice cakes, which’are continuously being broken loose by the flow of the tides,further hemper the development of waves of great height or
ft force. Just after low water a “borett frequently oecurs in
— Turnagain Arm and under the most favoreble conditions has been
» known to reach a height of six feet. (See footnote 2). While

Footnote 1. From meteorolbgical records.Footnote 2. From Bide Tables, 1944, Ser. No. 653.
—4e
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such a "bore" might offer considerable hazerd tc floating
; (or beached) small craft it would be of relatively slight

. Significance in the problem of building or maintaining a
large fixed structure of the type of the proposed Turnagain

ie Arm crossing. The same comment could also be applied to
the choppy waves which are created in the Arm from Bird

RE Point to the head.

During the winter months shore ice and floating ice
is common in the Arm. It generally appears during the months
of November or December and is present in varying amounts,
prevortionate to the severity of the weather, until March
or April. Very little sheet ice or floe ice is ever present
as the flow of the tides keeps it broken into cakes of vary-
ing, but maderate, sizes. No ice jams of any great extent,

i" or height,have ever been recorded as occurring in Turnagain
Arm and no record of any blocking of the flow of the tides

m or of floods or other appreciable damage caused by ice
ie jems is knowni

. '

The tidal ranges vary at different places along
Turnageain Arm but at Sunrise (and Bird Point) the diurnal

, tidal range is recorded as being 33.3 feet. (see Footnote)

h SELECTION OF THE SITE

fe The site from Bird Point on the North shore of
a furnegein Arm to Sniper Point on the South Shore was selected

from those investigated as the one offering the most favor-
able conditions for the proposed crossing.©

At this location the respective points project from
each shore for a considerable distance out into the Arm.
Thus the aossing at this site would require considerably less
length then for eny other site west or east for a considerable
distance. The scloction of any site further east towards the

ke head of the Arm would requires the construction of difficult
a connecting roads end would place such roads in a location
. © where maintenance during the winter months would include the
) problem of keeping the road open through an area where snow

slides frequently occur.
s

Due to the long flat beaches, the great tidal rangeani the accompenying difficulties and hezards, there is only
a smell amount of small-boat operation in the weters of the
western half of the Arm. The construction of the crossing at

Footnote. From Tide Tables, 1944, Ser. No. 653.
~5-
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the Bird Point site would place it at the head of the nevi-~

geble waters of the am. East of this point the shoal waters

and crooked ever-chenging channel makes navigation impracti-
cable for any except the smallest boats under the most favor-
able conditions.

Po, The Bird Point site also offers relatively fevorable
conditions for connecting reads to the existing road systems.
On the south shore approximately one mile of connecting road

would be required from the terminus of the crossing to the

present road at Sunrise, on the Kenei Peninsula. On the north

shore (the Anchorage side), & connecting road from the cross~

ing to the existing roaé system would require from twenty-
eight to thirty five miles of construction, dependent upon

which of the several feasible routes was chosen.

DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE AND
PROPOSED CROSSING

The total length of crossing required from Bird Point
to Sniper Peint is 12,000 linear feet. (1) It would lie in @

North-South direction.
: The preLiminery design for the crossing envisions
roek-fLill caustways extondingcut into the Am, towerds each

other, along 2 gommon axis from Bird Peink on the North and

from Siiper Point on the Scuth. ~ These appreach gauseweys
Weal beterminatedat their cuter ‘ends by messive concfete —

abutments. The rensining distenee of approxinately 100. .
linear feet between these Rbutments woul be spanned ‘by ‘three

spens of simple truss, through type bricges supperted, in
aacition to the abutments, by two massive concrete piers.
(Petit trusses indicated in preliminary design. }

The eaepprcach causeways would each extend for @ length
of 5500+ fect from their respective points. They weuld be

eoustructed of a cabblestcne c7re afequetely protected from

natural forces and erosicn by selected armor rock on the

exposed surfaces. The crest cf these causeways would be con-

structed to a minimum width of twenty four feet te provide
adequate width for two lanes of traffic and to provide
maximum stability. Side slopes of the causeways would be

finished by careful placing cf armmer rock at an angle of not

more than 1 on &. Provisicns for the setisfactory grading of
the rock would be erbedied in the specifications prepared as @

part of the final design and based on further study of the

a quarrying cherecteristics ef the rock at the site and on the

ee
- final requirements.
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Water depths at the Bir@ Point site are relatively
Ms

shallow for the entire length of crossing. Available charts
of this area (1) supplemented by limited soundings and in-
formation from local residents indicates’a maximum depth of
24 feet at M.L.L-W. at the deepest point, approximately the

ams emptying into the headwaters of
eams and the waters of the Arm are
nd mud. It is estimated, from obser-
duels a period of years, that
Arm and upper Cook Inlet are shallow-
6 inches to 9 inches per year. Due to
m of the Arm at the crossing site is
This silt when first deposited is

ally becomes harder with settlement
ditional Layers being deposited.
urposes and fof other purposes along
Cook Inlet indicate that the soft
n aepth from 30 feet along the shores
ls where the tidal carrying action is
nderlying these soft alluvial deposits
atum of herdpan is encountered. The
ype of bottom is adequate to support
ll allowing the additional rock yard-
the subsidence into the soft upper

OLOGY AT THE SITE

of rock fill causeways of the extent
ery design of this crossing requires
of suiteble stone at, or near, the

h and South sides of Furnagain Arm at
quantities of ledge rock of suitable
s are reedily eccessible. This rock(2)
rith smell emounts of greywacke preseny.
density of this material for rock
ctory, however it is of only moderate
ification end numerous planes of

oad is operating e& quarry at Bird
me and for a number of years has been
location for rock fill and armor

aX
ASE

MINTO I Ree oF OAH
Gia

PA ANU
ND

AL CLTAN, OBE, POLS AWE OER TES NENEG,

VEY YELUOOLIUES©

The glacier str«
the Arm are carrying sti
always heavy with silt <

vetion by various indiv:
. the waters of Turnagain
i. ing et the rate of from

this condition the bottx
formed of alluvial silt.

a soft and nucky but gradi
, and added weight from ac

Piling driven for test 1

Turnagain Arm end upper
: alluvial deposits vary °:

to 10 feet in the channe
considerably greater. T
e herd, impenctrable sti
bearing value of this 1

the proposed causeway fi
age necessary to offset

Bec strate.

Sai
a

4
se

RaES:'
:a
a

fs.

P Gl

The constructior
proposed in the prelimi:
the use of large amount:
site of the project.

On both the Ner
the crossing site Large
quarrying characteristic
is predominately slate 1

The specific gravity anc
fill purposes is satisf
durability due to strat:
frecture.

The Alaske Rail:
Point at the present tir
using the rock from thi:
rock or riprep purposes

(1) U.S.C. & GS. Ch. }

(6) Geol. Sur. Bullets
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A mine was operated at Bird Point in former years and
information obtained from individuals familiar with forma-
tions encountered indicates that no great variations of the
geological formations or structures were found although the
min shaft. extended for a depth of from 200 feet to 300 feet
below the surface of the waters of Turnagain Arm. The mine
is now understood to be abandoned and the 601d shaft is re-
ported to be flooded.

MATERIALS AVATLABLE

the querry rock obtainable at Bird
ty of Sniper Point untreated piling
structures, falsework, ctc. are pro-insule around Sunrise and Hope.
ck and sand for conercte aggregate ‘
the vicinity of the site. The steel,

sed goods of a similar nature would
shipped from the States.

ES OF MATERIALS AND
COSTS

stimate of materials and costs pre-
on the preliminary dcsign of the
is report and includes only the costs
i.e. rock fill causeways, concrete
crete reilway overpass and stecl .

costs of connecting roads to the site

So

0,000 yds. core stone and armor rock
é

6,000 yas. mass concrete’

1,200 tons structural steel

’
70 ,000,.00

——ae RCS ERY REAL AN TS GDL RAN eS

on
NAL ngannaidase_SBAiOly J2LOVEN, BU}.,0 SHUIDIOH,.Pal SSBjIeG Oly LOI) PegnPCigess gldati

x

LOCA

In addition to
Point end in the vicini
suitable for temporary
duced on the Kenai Pen
Adequate. amounts of ro

I can also be obteined in
"

coment and other proces
; have to be obtsined and

; ESTIMA

The following e
scented herewith is base
crossing contained in t
of the crossing itself,

cS. piers and abutments, co
E bridgc structures. The

are not included,

P. Materic
eS

q 1,6

Cost:

$ 1,7

.
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RG 126, OF, o Tertitories
Entry [~B, Classi Fied Files, 07S!
Box 377 *—__sanypry feuoTen aug Jo sSupio pousseneg J paysseUN algWoy poonpoLdaRL

Peterson cnet.

-ALASKA~
2

2p
Mee

Conterar interval 200 fret. REVISED JANUARY, isae

cr at Pt

URNAGALN ARIE
STATS| OF FUNDS MILE 58) TO POTTER

No. SUCTION LENGTH EST. COST
O-D Mile $8-Quartz Cr. 18.859 $2,487,443 *
E warts Cr.-Portage 5.513 1,559,281 *

zo~Peterson Cr. 4.G16- --839;866-*-
Fe Petergon-Indian 19.462 2,785,217 *

Fo Bridgds 593,360
G__Indiay-Potter UL.0/ 7,902,611

Tdtal Construction $16 , 207 779
Funds |Transferred for PRA
Locajion Survey 75,000

Funds |Transferred for Alaskk
R, Ri Mngineering 150,000

. TOTAL ESTIMATED COST $16 452,779“). tue 58 to Potter). S AVATLABLE
Cash 7,370,000

oO ocme qontract Authority 4,000,000Me TOTAL $11,370,000-p Additional Funds Reqd. $ 5,062,779"
\ “flyre t *Under Contract) .. a ‘ .

—
TURNAGAIN ARM PROPOSED GONSTRUCTION
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MILE 58 TO ANCBORAGE

T

Seotion Wiles
|

Width of Roadway 27 Sec grade
' Te
+ + + . Mt Gannen

Mile S8-terthe Creek! 9b ° OTT ,155¢ ‘° 4 ‘

t

Bartha Creek-Quarts ! a! 10600arte 9 695 \ ' 3,314,760
i‘! 1

Quarts Creek-Pors ' 5.) |' 685, i

re
|

5 ye
; 725 305°

\

\' t r

Po: ~Indii 1 a5.rtage-Indian 25.7 2,181, 205¢ }

|

3,169,559 7
Indien-Potter 0.9 6,344,975¢

4

Potter-anchorage
|

12.0 |“450, 008° |
yee

T

:
5

Total 72.9
{

| |

4 1 ' ' t f°
*Proposed Construction eon fe

&1,373,%00.0 toda Mile 58 to anchorage BO"
Zp

Contre thon
ass“805 semre to

$ ,080, 000.00
Wile 58

(

Teas S&CTIOW
Ta POTTER Section o

Stos, | SPT Mimi | SU:

Tate SECTION USLD From
ANCHORAGE To SEWARD

(Except SectionG)and £_

Teneo

SEWARD TO WILE 58

}-———“Featlag Tea TW of Renting| 127 Seogr|g1

T , -Y

(A) Sewsrd-toose Pass | 2669 eo.
|

5.03. Ke 3 i
om

Pasaaile 58
\
20.5

|
1,890,000

|
2,872,750

9 Bepe
4

,
ss

[xs [semen soton|
RF

TURNAGAIN ARM PROPOS fo
-ALASKA~

KG 126,08. o Territories
catty In, Class Fred Files, o7eS!
box 277
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MILE 58 TO ANCHORAGE

T

Miles
I

Width of RoadwaySection
|

t
t

i
'

}

¥

Mile 5G-Hertha Creek! 9,4, '
Bertha Creek-Quartz | 9.6 !

3,314,760Creek
| '

Quarts Creek-Pore ' 5,1 #

me]
Por tage-Indiaa las.7

3,169,559
Indian-totter

|
10.9

| 6,364, 975°
Potter-anchorage

|
12.0

|

Total I maa |

“Proposed Construction (Widths indLoated) Mile
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

mel

JUNEAU, ALASKA

‘January 9, 1952

J/->>

ont yon
t.

Fiske uethief, Alaska Division PPA tome

"

Office of Territories he
feng

Department of the Interior .

Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mery Flaknes

.
Reference in made to your letter of December 6, 1950,°

enclosing copies of letters from Mrs Alfred Owen and Mr. Bob
McParland with general reference to safety and particular refer~
ence to various road projects along Turnagain Arm

As you know, the Alaska Road Commission has an active
safety program and an old«time Safety Engineer who I consider
excellent, Gur Ssfety Engineer visite every project of ‘the
Alaska Road Sommission regularly and the more important onea
several times a year, Our safety program includes the lasuance
of edvieational material, conferenceswith foremeny annual safety
‘gontestse, and the full support of my offices The safety record
of the Alaska Road. Commission has shown an improvement during
the past year and we expect this improvement to continues

road contracts along Turnageain Arm are 81] super
vised by the Bureau of Public Roads, except for Section G which
is supervised by The Alaska Rellroad, None of these. contracts
are under the aupervigion of the Alaska Road Commisaion for
safety purposes, Nevertheless, the Safety Engineer of the Alaska
Roat Commission has visited these projects and he has contacted
the Safety Engineer of The Alaska Railroad regularly with regard
‘to SectionG» The Bureau of Public Roads has no safety engineer.

The mabter of safety on Section G was taken up specifl~
cally with The Alaska Railroad as the responsible agency by my
letter of December 1, 1950, to Colonel Johnson, copy enciosed,
T have discussed this erally with Gelonel Johngon and he has
agreed toe take steps to gee that contractors on the project comply
with suitable sefety requirements, |

,

It Bhowld again be emphasized that no responsibility
4s attached to the Alaske Road Commission for the supervidion a:t

et
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“Skee!
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any contract currently in effect for construction or redone
struction of the Turnegain Art: Road, or its extension to Seward,
Nevertheless, I have done all I can to impresa upon thase respon+
sible for safety on these contracts that there 1a at least @

moral responsibility for seelng that the dontradtors follow
gensible safety ruled. .

,

We are constantly working on the problem of suitable
housing for Alaska Road Commission employees in Alsska, Some

progress has been made on this in the vicinitiesof Anchorage
andPedrbanks, There ia hope that, there will be a housing pro«
ject for Valdes next sumer, We have also provided trailer camp
sites with wtdlities fox our ov employees at Valdez and eise~
where with regular Road Comission funds, where no housing whete
ever existed, Unless special funds are get up, I do not see
how we ean budid or operate housing and utilities generally for
our employees ox others,

Sincerely yours,

John RB. Noyes
Commissioner of
Roade for Alaska

os #. he Stoddart
Bureau of Public Roads, Juneau

Bol, Js Ps Johneon
Yhe Alaska Railroad, Anchorage

et
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
JUNEAU, ALASKA

Jemary 4, 1952

|

fc si
Mr. dames P, Davis, Director .

|

¢ a .

Office of TerritorLes
.

, fawn
Department of the Interior Yb,
Dear Me. Davis: -.

Heference ia made to your letter of December 20 in regard
to « conference with the Aesistent Secretary of Labor concerning
Alaska iebor problems, In secordance with a request contained in your
last paragraph the following comments. are offered on the several items
in the order which your letter hes presented then,

AlZ of the contracts administered by the Alaske Road Commission
contain provisions requiring the contractor to complywith the hest
safety pragtices end stendards, With very little veriatiion between
the severe] contracts the following provielon is typleal: .

"In the performance of thia contract, the contractor will comply
with all pertinent. provisions! of the "Associated Generel Contractorst
Manual of Accident Prevention in Construction® (Serond Revised Edition,

| 1938) andwill furnish end cense to be used such additional safeguards,
safe r devices and protective equipsentag the contraching officer may
deternine to be reasonebly necessary to protect the Life end the health
of. arployecs. The contractor shall maintain an eceurete record of) and
will réportto the contracting officer on forng preseribed and furnished
by.‘the. contracting officer, all accidents atiaing out of and in thé course
of-employment on work under this contract reauiting im death, oceupa-
tional. disease, or injury requiringmedical abtention or causing loseof time from work... Nothing in this article shell be construed toyrelieve
the contractor from compliance with applicable State and lecal .

gatety,y health and sanitation
Lawes 5?

In perticulay reference to the Tormegain Arm Road, your-athention .
4g invited to Ehe fact thet the contract for the construction of the section
of this road renPatterto Indien was. entered into:

by
the Alaska Railroad

ay By ASRS NMR wae Site AA SA tiaS rhe et

of thexromainder of hd3 road were entered into ‘and are “being administered

oe,abe?cere”
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semen

by the Bureau of Public Reads, ‘The eonbract prepared by the Alaska
Railroad contains extensive provisions ae to the use of explosivesand protection of the public. In addition 16 provides thet *the
Sontrastor shall take nll precautions nésesseryfor the protection —

against Injury of all persone engeged at the wite in the performanceof the contvaeb. He shall conform to eurvent safety engineering practices
and with ali applicable Territorial or level aefety and sanitary lau,
regulations and ordinanies," Contragte of the Bursa of Publica Roads
contain a safety and accident prevention clause essentially as quotedabove fron the Alaske Road Comission contracta,

.
08 all of these projects the Resident Engineer ie chargedwith the reeponeibility of gecing to 14 thet the aontrestot abides bythe tontwach requirements in regard fo safety end accident prevention,

She Hesdquertere state of he
Leska Ronit

Gountesiion wen
®

nn rrsafety engineer, This

safety engineer travels from project toprojudalmost sontioously throughout the agtive construchion seadene Hegives organized safety and first aid instynction, reviews all accident
sports and operates a gefety contest thet helps to keep ald personnel
safety cousqious, It 49 an encouraging develoyment tha? many Alacke Road
Comission enginsers have, of theix own initdative end on their ow time,
taken extensive fret ald courses within the last yea, ‘the Alaska.
Road Commision safety engineer, although lacking jutisdietion, bas
wielted the Turnagain Ava projéote and hag consulted with the offictaleof the Ratiroad and thé Bureau of Publia Roads administering those contracts.

in regard to Mr, Evang} chorge that reports required underthe Waleh « Hesly Act hed not been meade by the Alaska Road Commission,it ie desired to emphasize the fact thet ald of our diveot contracts are
construction combracte. The Welsh ~ Henly dot applies to enployecs
“engaged in the menifactute or furnishing, fnoluding the febrieation, —

sesembling, handling, or shipment of ueteriela, aupplies, articles, or
equipment" required under public comtwecta. It 1a therefore ou contention
thet theWalsh » Healy Ach dete not apply to our contracts and we feel
thet this contention ie gupperted hy the fact that no menblen of the
Waleh = Healy dot ts mede'in U, 5, Standard Form #23 which aete forth
the baie legal requirements of a construction contract. So fer ag
gen be now ascertained,Mr, Evans has never suggested to any member of the —Alaska Road Commiseion thet the Walah « Healy Act was applicable or
wight apply te eur construction contract.

ALL of our construction contrasts denfain the followiag provisions:
"A local public employment agensy will be designated to prepare the etploy+
ment lists for the projects Ab or petor to contyach award, the contractorwill be advieed of the oxect doplgnation and location of the agenoy seledted

et
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for thia purpose, and the name and location of euch agency will be
fqserted in the contract,

. WALL qualified wunskilied labor shall, be employed insofar
as posalble from lists furalshed the contragter by the employment agency
designated In the contract, The contractor may avail himself of the
services of the employment agenty for obtaining lebor of the intermediate
and skilled grade. |

‘The contractor shall not disorimiate against any employee
or applicant for employment because of rate, reed, color, national
origin or politteal affiliations, in the employment of persona,
qualifies by training and experience, and shell includea similar re»
‘quirement in ail subcontracts,*

The designated employment ageney togetherwith the Bulldingand Construction Trades Unions lergely control the employees availablete the contractor, ‘The contactor hes Little shofee as te whom he may
employ, but he does reserve the right to discherge employaca who have
definitely. proven themselves Incompetent and usreliahle, The charge .

thet the native inhabitants of the yillage of Riulwen were dlacriminatedagainstis groundless, ‘The contractor employed such of those referredto him ax could perform avaliable work. Ina project of this sort.
the contractor always seeks local stmployees sings otherwise he must
pay transportetion to the project from distant points, wsuallly thevontinental Taited States. As a whole, the Klukwan mitiives proved
incompetent and wreliable, They have been a very considerable soures
of difficulty throughouwl the Haines Job not only bedause they were
uentisfastory employees, bub because they raised inoumerable issuessuchas alleged interference with thelr water supply, thatr fishing
tighte, and thelr Tend titles. 4 appedred to us that the natives
felt that this construgtion projeet wae a pork barrel relief projectfor thelr sole benefit.

Mr, vans has contacted this office on only oné occasion
and that occurred ming months ego. His eal] resulted from complaintsof some of the workuen that deductions for Federal income tax2hed been
inereased, Thedeductionshadbeen Ineveasedand the net take-home
pay had heeti detreased laxgely asa result of wmion activities, Yor
years ithed been

the prevailing practice of construction contractors
in Alaska to furnish and quarters.for employees at a charge .of $1.50 per day. When the growltig populationof Alaska found Ltisel?
supplying local workers in considerable members, the local mions
began arguing that the workmen! sould not Live at home for RL.50 acday

miSiw
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a should heye @ coateofwliving allowance in order to be on equal
|

rns with the employees stbsisted In the ceentractors! camps. Ta
AOL the Aemy authoriged the ellowemnee of 2 $0.54 an hour differeitiel

fer the Local employees, On the prevailing fifty-four hour work veel
“this gave the local employee an additional$27,00 por week and, singe
hewas not paying the contractor $1,50. per dey forsubsistence and.
quarters, hehad actually $37.50 per week toward his living expenses,
For gone time this living cost allowance was carried as a separate
item on the payroll end was nob taxed, The Burean of Internal Revenue
finally insisted thab it be carvied on the payrolls as sompensation
andbe fully texed, Then, im collective bergaining with the Alaskan
ghapberof the Associated General Contractors, the unions insisted
thet the living cost differential be simply incorporated into the
wege rate so that all employees, of a given classifiention, received
the same hourly rete wwhether TiLiving ;et home, or in. GEM This resulted

dw taen, the contractore inexveesed the subsisterae phe aren: we te ae mys Cygne dawed onto $5.75 per day. Thus, the employes living in was
carte

&Z0,25 which it cost him to Live vaeher then $16.56, whieh£* hedmreviouslyost. the

and
i itheircost, Theemployees resented this ignored. the sLact ‘the’

gress pay bad.been increased in the enount of 233,00 pee week.

ae. oaan tex +
This was all expleined te Me. Trens and evidently he in

OPburn explesined. LG to the complainants and they were mollified.
However, in the course of this explanation, hecane epparent to
Mr, Evans that there had, for some years, been a hidden living cost
subsidy which actually constituted compensation and whieh shouldhave
peen included in ealoulatdions of overtime under the Bacon~ Davis Act,
This, of course, veised the question as to whether or not the Bacon ~—
Davis Ack applied to construction and/or reconstruction of highways
ih Alaska, Me. Evena finely decided that he wuld ignore thal issue
utiless raised by the interested parties,

T truet, that ents will confirm your apparent confidence
ae a gle cen eau tere dh an ce dleae

® Alaske ad Commission to promote the sarevy
: Ree tearimtares Yeifeetanne seen Eee eeRvOLy POLaci~es«
‘

- Bae Hea De ety
mand it ia inevitable that there

Sincerely yours, |

,

Jom R, Noyes
Sommisaioner of
Roads for Alaska

at
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UNITED STATESDEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOROFFICE OF THE SECRETARY\ DIVISION OF TERRITORIES AND ISLAND POSSESSIONS File Number- 1 55WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
TURNAGAIN ARMS—PROJECT

. Date
CROSS REFERENCE ©

+ Dec. 21, 1950,
. To:

Subject: oe
EXTRACT: . The Alaska Railroad has madea concerted effet.through its safety department during the past seasonto effect a safety programon the Turnagain Arm Project.fow the ben&fit of both the contractors and. the Railroad.

!

\

Signed: JonP. Johnsony,General Manager=..Alaska Railroad.
see File Number: ig SAFETY

_ AQS1S
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

|

. I,
THE ALASKA RAILROAD

Shc

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

December 20, 1950

ho yetat

a
las, James P, Davis
Director
Office of Territories
U.S. Dept. of the Interior
Washington 25, D. C.

My dear Mr, Davis:

Reference is made to various letters in regardto safety matters on construction jobs:
For your information attached is copy of letter

from Norrison-Kiewit~Birch, Joint Venture Contractors, on
the Turnagain Arm Project.

Sincerely yours,

(SIGNED) J. B. FOHNSON
Jd. FP. Jolinson
General Manager

fbtachment

bePste
See

et
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ;OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

DIVISION OF TERRITORIES AND ISLAND POSSESSIONS ° File Number! 1 55
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. TURNAGAIN ARMS~

PROJECT
{

|Date
—

CROSS REFERENCE Dec. 20, 1950,

.TO:

Subject: . ; SAFETY PRACTICES ON TURNAGAIN ARMS PROJECT:

EXTRACT: One, of these matters related to safety practices,

and standards on construction projects. Without
identifying the project, he mentioned the heavy death
and disability rate on the Turnagain Arm road and i.

railroad relocation job. He mentioned, too, that the
Department of the Interior agencies has not made reports:the the Departmentof Labor for the past two years requiredunder the Walsh Healet Act. He added that agencies of the
Department of Defense has not complied for the pastthree years.

t

Signed: _ dames P; Davis, Director

- See File. Number: 18 2.J-LABOR, CONDITIONS —GENERAL

_

ASSIS
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FILE COPY
Surname:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

DIVISION OF TERRITORIES AND ISLAND POSSESSIONS
‘ WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

fess,
Serre for aJUL 14 1950 fe

fion, A, Dewitt VanechAssistant ‘Attorney General
Department of Justice

te ery wut

My dear Mr. Vanechs
—

Reference is made to Attorney General MeGrath's letter
to Seoretary Chapman, dated March 16, 1950 (your file No, 33-2)130),
relating to certain title data subnittied in eomection with the

proposed purchase by the Rlaske Road Gownission of 2.185 acres of

|

Land located in the
Anchorage

Recording District, frae James J.
Delaney and Nancy M.‘ Delaney.

There are enclosed a warranty deed, abstract of title,
and a check in payment for this lend. Please deliver the cheek
to the vendors when you are satisfied that valid title has vested
in the United States, subject only to the rights and easements
referred.to in objections 4, 5, and 4 of Attorney General MoGrath 's
Letter of March 16. Objections 4, 5, and 6 will not interfere with
the contemplated use of the land.

Siuvesrely yours,

(Signed) Dan HW Wheelow

Dan H. Wheeler
fcting Director

Enclosures 3

IBenEzratabk
- wi

7=7-50 ree oe

v6

~
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Oflice oftheAttorneyGeneral |

,

( Washington,B.C. : '

March 16,5 1950 Renee a |

Honorable Oscar L. Chapman
iNT

ERIOR DEP Ts coretary of the Interior
fis REGEIVED Washington, D, C.
LAR 2 3 1950 ue
(renRirories

°” °°" “+ Poowovery:

An examination has been made of the title data relating
to 2.185 acres of land, ore or less, Alaska Road Commission
Project, in Anchorage Recording District, Third Judicial Division,
Territoryof Alaska, This land is to be acquired for a considera~
tion of $190.00 by authority of existing legislation. The file
number of this Department is 33~2-130.

The land is described in the enclosed deed dated
November 23, 19119, executedby James J. Delaney and NancyM. Delaney,
husband and wife, to the United States of America,

The abstract, consisting of 9 pages, was last satis-
factorily certified as of November 25, 199, by Davis & Renfrew,
Abstracters.

The abstract and accompanying data disclose the title
to be vested in James J. Delaney and Nancy M. Delaney, subject to:

1. Ail taxes and assessments.

2. Rights or claims of persons in possession, wee
if any, not shown of record. A

3. Mechanics! liens, if any, not shown of
record.

lh. Easements for roads, highways and public
utilities, if any, not shown of record,

5. Rights of the United States and third
persons, if any, under reservations contained
in the patent shown at page 1 of the abstract.

eh
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6, Easements, if any, used by third persons in
connection with vested and accrued water
rights.

7. Rights of the United States under the .

enclosed deed,

|

8. The registration of the land with the
i

- Territorial Assessor for the Third
Division, Territoryof Alaska, under the
199 Session Laws of Alaska,

As a copy of the option was not submitted to this Depart-
ment, ‘the consideration for the purchase is not stated herein,

Prior to the consummation: of this purchase it should be
determined that the deed to the United States and the caption to
the abstract include all the land deseri

bed
in the option.

When the above requirement andobjections numbered 1, 2,
3 and 8 have been met, the enclosed deed to the United States,
properly stamped, has been recorded, the purchase price has been
paid, the abstract has been continued and certified to a date sub-
sequent to the recordation of the deed, disclosing that nothing has
occurred since the date of the present certificate to affect the
title adversely, and showing the vesting of a valid title in the
United States of America, and this Department has been informed in
writing that objections lh, 5 and 6 will not interfere with the
contemplated use of the land, the title will be approved subject
to the rights and easements referredto in objections lL, 5 and 6, “

The abstract and related papers are enclosed,

Sincerely yours,

et
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UNITED STATES Veber
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ;

PEPE. ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
|

|

JUNEAU, ALASKA
|

i
i
\

es

May 29, 1950

Division of Territories and Island Possessions
Department of the Interior
Washington 25, D.C,

Gentlemen:

Papers in relation to the purchase of a tract of land
containing 2.185 acres from James J. Delaney and Nancy M. DelaneyatjIndian, Alaska, are being transmitted to your office herewith.

As there undoubtedly will be numerous transactions of asimilar nature in the future, it seems that the procedure employedin obtaining the ground in this instance is unsatisfactory, both
from the standpoint of the correspondence involved, and the time
consumed in obtaining final title. An even more serious objectionto this procedure is found in the lack of qualified abstractors inthe Territory of Alaska. As the Department of Justice procedurerequires title abstracts as well as warranty deeds, it is felt thattitle abstracts may be difficult, if not impossible to obtain in
many instances, but that sufficient documentary evidence such as
recordings with the U. S. Commissioners could be obtained to assure
a clear title to the land being purchased,

Reference is made to my letter of March 29, 1950, and
subsequent wire of May 1, 1950, which requested the issuance of aSecretarial order to me as Commissioner of Roads for Alaska, and to

i Mr. A. F. Ghiglione, Chief Engineer of the Road Commission,. .delegating authority for procurement of lands or interests in landfor road purposes. Since it appears that some land problems ofthis character will become even more involved than those encounteredin the Delaney purchase, any action that can be taken by your officeto expedite the issuance of the Secretarial order will be much
appreciated. .

yes
er of
Alaska

O
a
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DEPARTMENT

Division of Territories and I
Department of the Interior
Washington 25, D.C.

Gentlemen:

Reference is made t
General addressed to the Seer
the Division Director's lette

UNITED STATES
OF THE INTERIOR

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
JUNEAU, ALASKA

May 29, 1950

sland Possessions

o the enclosed letter from the Attorney
etery of the Interior, which accompaniedr of April 13, 1950, to the Commissionerof Roads for Alaska, concerning the proposed purchase by the Alaska

Road Commission of 2.185 acre
Nancy M. Delaney. The replie
Attorney General follow:

It is understood that evidence satisfactorily disposing of

s of land from James J. Delaney and
s to the objections listed by the

objections numbered lL, 2, 3 and 3 will be presented by the seller atthe close of title,
Objection No. 4 - We have no knowledge of any existingeasement for road right-of-way and public utilities not shown ofrecord, The possibility of the existence of such easement is not

garded as interfering with th

Objection No. 5 = W
rights of third parties under

e contemplated use of the land.

e have no knowledge of any existingthe reservation referred to in this
objection, and the possibility of the existence of such rights aswell as the possibility of the exercise of the right-of-way for ditchesor cables, Railroads, Telephone and Telegraph lines constructed byor under the authority of the United States, which is also containedin the reservation;,re not regarded as interfering with the
contemplated use’of ‘the land.

Objection No. 6 — We have no knowledge of any existingeasements used by third persons in connection with vested and accruedwater rights. The possibilityof the existence of such easement is not
regarded as interfering with the contemplated use of the land,

Objection No. 7 - As the deed is in favor of the United
States, the rights of the United States thereunder are consideredfully covered,
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An option for the purchase was not secured. In lieu thereof
the owner executed the Warranty Deed and is still desirous of closingthe title under the conditions set forth therein.

In recent discussions with the Assistant U. S. Attorney handlingthis matter, we were advised that the only method under which they are
authorized to handle and complete transactions of this type consists
of a reply to the Attorney General's letter by the Secretary of theinterior answering the objections listed by the Attorney General, A
check, drawn in favor of the sellers, should accompany this reply to
the Attorney General.

The Attorney General will in turn forward all papers,
including the check, to the U. S. Attorney at Anchorage and that officewill then complete the transaction and deliver the check to the sellers.

As it appears that this office can do nothing more towards
completing this purchase, the pertinent papers are transmitted here-
with and it is requested that the necessary action be taken by the
Division to obtain the property for the use of the Alaska Road
Commission.

Very truly yours,

hk
oyes,

loner of
ir Alaska

Enclosures Letter from Attorney General
Abstract
Warranty Deed

Waren,

26
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
JUNEAU, ALASKA

,
Mr, dames P, Davis, Director .

ESS.
Division of Territories and Island Possessions 4 wage
Department of the Interior A Gs

¢
Vashing bon 255 Dy Os Bit wage
Dear Mx. Davies

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter dated June 16, 1950,
making inquiries about the safety work of the Alaska Road Comission
and ite application to the operations of contractors.

‘The Alaska Read Cotmission has an excellent Safety Mngineer,
. Mr. Harry & Bates, I consider him the beet Safety Enginear I have

ever known, We have an aggressive safety program directed toward the
vaduction of accidents among our own fortes and among the forces of
the contractors doing work for the Alaska Road Commissions I do not
believa that our responaibility showld extend to the operations of con»
tractora working for other agencle#s

The accident on the Fairbanks-College Road project concerned
& contractor working for the Alaska Road Commission, This was Investi~
gated promptly, and recomendations were made to the contractor, which
WLLL be followed up to see that they are carried outs

fhe accidents in the Anchorage area ware on road work along
Turnagain Arm, the contracts for which were made and are supervised
either by the Bureau of Publie Roada for The Alaska Railroad, I do’
not feel thab the Alaska Read Commission's responsibility should extend
bo such contracts where we have neither contractual or supervisory cone
trols

The Bursau of Public Reade hag no Safety Engineer in Alaska,
Shortly. after the, adcldent om the Kuney project where four men were
killed, I requested a conference with Mr, Stoddart, Diviaion Engineer,
Bureau of Public Read’, dumeany Alaska, and discussed the matter with
him, At my request, our SafetyEngineer was authorized by Mr. Stoddart
to make an inspection of the B.?PyRe somtracta along Turnagain Army, A
topy of the report of our Safety Engineer is attached,

The other fatal accidents in the Anchorage area are understood
to have occurred on Section G of the Turnagain Arm Road, the contract for
which was let and is supervised by The Alaska Railroad, The Alaska Rail~
road has a Safety Engineer with waom our Safety Engineer made contact at
the time of his Turnagain Arm trig, but was advised by The Alaska Raijroad

fps lopJ-SS é
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Ser “ Safety Engineer that they did not consider that the responsibility for
'

gafety' of The Alagke Redlrosd extended to the operations of their con»
tractors «

Sur aun Safety Program includes safety education on a broad
scale throughont Alaska, a safety contest, and regular reports whith are
rendered to thie office, A digest of the reports is published monthly
to all distyiets in our monthly magazine, Ve are proud of ‘the record
of the Mlagke Road Comoiseion for safety among our ows forces. There
have been no fatal adeidente this year in our own forces, With regard
to the eomtrectora working for the Alaska Road Commission, their work 1s
ingpested regularly and regomendationa made to me woich are the subject of
Letters to the contractors in appropriate cases, Thera hag been only one
fatality and comparatively few serlous injuries upon road work belng por«
formed by the contractors working for the Alaska Road Commiséion,. ‘the

-

fatality waa reported to me by our Safety Engineer to be due to neglect
of praper aafety precautions by the contractor and hé has been warned
about Lh.

Tk has been my experience that safety ot conatruction work is
best abserved Lf the foremen are keenly consélous of the requirement
ef safety, Special inetruction of foremen is, therefore, carried on
by our Safety Engineer who travele most of the time for this purpose,
Bach foreman is in effect a safety supervisor. The Distriet Engineere
ani ail of theiy principal sgsietants are also thoroughly indedtrinated
in safety, Reanlts ao far have bean good and I am convinced that our
safety program is adequate and ia getting results.

N Sincerely yours,
—

John Ry Noyes —

Commissioner of
Roads for Alaska

Enclosure

3ae Ro
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FILE COPY

UNITED STATES Surname:

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

DIVISION OF TERRITORIES AND ISLAND POSSESSIONS
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

254. D.C.

Air Heil

JUN 6 - 1950! fe dod.

dj
g fyyin b ee :

Golonel J. ¥, dehnson
po GOs

feneral Hanager, The Alaska Railroad Auta oye
anchorage, Alaska

dy dear Colonel dohnson:

Thanks for your Letbber of dune 1 with press artleles
regarding ‘gaffety matterser’construction jobs. These newepaper
articles should help to giverthe peblie a full understanding of
the sLtustion. We hope the contractors will adopt good, sound

safety practices for the Future.

. $e you plan to have Alaska Rablread safety officors check

safety donditions on contractorta Joba? I understand thet the J .

U. 3. Engineers requires sound safehy pracbices on their jobs and

have their own men make safety check-ups, Do you know if the es

Engineers in Alaska follow that practice? Doe you plan to specify .
gafeby in future contracts?

~

Gincerely yours,

(Sgd.) Jos, T. Flake
Jos. T. Flakne
Chief, Alaska Branch

Flakne/gmr
June 6
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‘UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

THE ALASKA RAILROAD
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

SHTERION DEPT. oo June 1, 1950
RECEIVED

“JUN~ 5 1950

TERRITORIES

Mr. James P. Davis
Director
Division of Territories and

Island Possessions
Department of the Interior
Washington 25, D. Se

My dear Mr. Davis:

Reference is made to your wire of May 2, 1950
regarding labor accidents in which you refer to Mr. Benson's
telegram received by Secretary Chapman:

.

Attached are press releases issued in connection
|

with same by The Alaska Railroad.

Sincerely yours,

Attachments
.

.

-
et
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