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4-1170
(July,1951)

DATE: August 9, 1951
INDEX: AL = LANDS - 70 ~ 4 0 | -

FILED

TO: Bureau of Land Management

FROM: James P, Davis, Director OT

SUMMARY: Re Public Law for rights-of~away along Highways in Alaska

FILED: AL — HIGHWAYS- 13

INDEXER: LNR

REMARKS: - Previous correspondence on this subject can be found under
1 47 - RIGHTS ~ OF —AWAY
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41170
(July,1951)

DATE: Aug. &, 1951 -

INDEX: Ale LAND ~ 7 = 4.

FILED

TO: Alaska fload Commission

FROM: Jos. T. Flakne, Uhief of Alaska Div.

SUMMARY: He Mlaska Communications System taking over the Alaskse Toad Commission's
ine from Ghenallen to Valdes and the Alaska Road Commission
approving Ehe rights-of-uway for the Line to the Burean of Land
Management in Alaska.

FILED: at ~ comamzcarion - $-1
INDEXER: Lan

REMARKS:

OSS REFERENCE PART 2
— TE20
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Nea”a - Feb 8, 1952
|

Note to Mr. Flakne:

ruaecy
-

This is the long-awaited Kenai restoration fF ILED
order.

.

So far we haven't: gotten the copy that will
be sent to the Governor, but I believe
you have already sent him and Chiglione
copies.of the press release, _ become subject to'such application, peti.

. tion, location, Selection,or ‘other: appro=
priation by the public. generally as may.

- be. authorized by. the, public-land ‘laws..
- All such applications filed: either at. or

_

‘before.'10:00 a.m. on the.126th day'after.
the date of.this order, shall be treated as
though filed simultaneously ‘at: the! hour.
specified on such 126th day: . All applica-
‘tions filed, thereafter shall be considered

Milne r

- dn'the order-ofifiling,.;
'

77, A veteran shall accompanyhis ap-
'

plication with 2 complete -photostatic,or
other copy: (both sides) , of his certificate,

. of honorable discharge, or.of, an.official,
document’of his branch. of: the: service
which shows clearly his-honorablé' dis.
chargeas defined in § 181.36ofTitle43 of’ the Code of Federal Regulations, or’con~.

‘A stitutes evidence of. other facts -pory
.

° Which the claim for.preferericé/is.based
and which shows clearly ‘the period -of
service.;, Other pérsons claiming veredit,

.. - for service‘of veterans-ritust furhish like
pes." proofin support of their-claims,}: Persons

1s of asserting preference rights, through sete.
until tlement-or otherwise, and ‘those, having
ithe equitable claims, shall. accompany’ their
\Said . applications by duly corroborated statex
sting . ments in support thereof, setting forth in
sting. - detail all facts relevant to their claims, ’-..-

licas. ” 8, Applications for these lands, which:
i-a§ . shall be filed in the Land Office, Bureau

; iw. of Land Management, Anchorage, .Alass

re ka, shall, be acted: upon in ‘accordanca-
f 91 withthe regulations contained:in'§ 295.9:
don of ‘Title 43-of theCode-of Federal Regula-"
shall tions to the extent that ‘such regulations
nder “are applicable,. Applications: under- the
jome . homestead Jaws shall be governed by the
|.809' regulations contained-in- Parts 65 and 66
ract of Title48 of the Code of.Federal Regu~
| {43 Jations,‘and applications undet the gaid’
ified Alaska, Home Site Act of May,.26,. 1984,.
ther and -:the said Small. Tract Act of June 4,

[ “Sk! Araunrnemenmmns x — ~pnee
Sh a

sue
teHesionel Gaeta of Septnber BGG 50 Sohtineg yerues ieumtions} ministrator, Bureau.of Land Manage- tat. (747 (43° U. 8. ins 279-284), as and Part 257, respéctively,

ofthat-title.
‘gy nchorageé, Alaska, opening the mended; ‘subject-to the requirements *

9. Inquiries’ coheerning’ these lands
ment, Anc lication under the Small f applicable law, and (2): application. hall howe _wese | Jands

“Tilet Act ofJune 4, 1938. (52 Stat, 609; der’ arly applicable public-land law: shall be addressed to the Manager, Land.
Ne

we va

of

(tract ann “682a),, as, amended,
with 2 ased‘on prior existing valid settlement Office, Anchorage, Alaska,

-

| ninety-onesday-pieference
-right period lehts snd preference rights conferred gtgn L.'Onapmay,.”

FE ns by veterans y existing laws or equitable claims sub- Secretary of thé Interior,”
for filing such applications by veterans |

. a y of

3.of World War IZ and others entitled to ct-to allowance and confirmation. Ap- i a
“preference: lications under subdivision (1).-of ‘this Peervary 1.1952,
Pree ents “Benar AREAS OS pragraph, shall be subject to applica; *

IP. Ry Doo.’ 52-1504: Filed, Fei}!
: ons and claims of the classes described.|

ESM, Wy a
[ Sec.. 6, ‘lots 2; 8, 4, 5, and. Wis"

of
lot:6A

RUD Wa awe | me

‘Bec. 31, Se an
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ae FEOERAL REGISTER » Thursday, Februe fom

TITLE 43—PUBLIC LANDS:
INTERIOR :

|

: Plaine?) >aeQa.
Chapter —Bureau of Land Manage=

ment, Department of t
he Interior

Appendix—Public Land Orders

[Public Land Order 800]

BEISEA
PARTIALLY REVOKING PUBLIC LAND ORDERS3

NO. 487 OF JUNE 16, 1948, AND NO. 53/5

OF APRIL 14, 1949, AND RESERVING A POR«
TION OF THE RELEASED LANDS FOR TOWN
SITE PUROSES

By virtue of the authority vested in
the President by section 2380 of the Re-
vised Statutes (43 U. S. C. 711), and by
Section 1 of the act of June 25, 1910, 36.
Stat. 847 (43U.S. C. 141), and otherwise, :

and pursuant to Executive Order No..
9337 of April 24, 1943, it is ordered as'
follows: .

1, Public Land Orders No. 487 of June
16, 1948, and No. 585 of April 14, 1949,

withdrawing the public lands within cer-
tain described areas in Alaska for classi-
fication and examination, and in aid of
proposed legislation, are hereby revoked
so far as they affect any of the lands
hereinafter described, portions of which
are within the boundaries of the Kenai
National Moose Range; established by
Executive Order No. 8979 of December
16, 1941, and within the excepted areas
described in that order which were set
apart for use and disposition pursuant
to the public-land laws applicable

to
Alaska.

2. Subject to valid existing rights, the
following-described public lands in
Alaska are hereby withdrawn from all
forms of appropriation under the public-
land laws, including themining Jaws and
the mineral-leasing laws, and reserved
for town-site purposes, to be hereafter

disposed of under applicable town-site
laws:i KaSILoF AREA

SEWARD MERIDIAN
|

T.3N.,R.11 W.,
Sec, 30, lots 1, 2, NWYNEYW, and EYANWi,
exclusive of Wi,SE,SE4NEYNW,
HYUSWYSEYNEYANW, W4ANEYVNEY«

. SEANW%,
and

EY,NWANEYSE NW Yh.
T.3'N., R12 W.,
Sec, 25, lot 7 and NEY,NEY.
The areas described aggregate 256.71

acres.
_ 8 The status of the following-de-
scribed lands shall not be changed until
it is so provided by an order of classifi-
cation to be issued by the Regional Ad-
ministrator, Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, Anchorage, Alaska, opening the
Jands to application under the Small
Tract Act of June 1, 1938 (52 Stat. 609;
43 U. 8. C. 682a), as amended, with a

ninety-one-day preference-right period
for filing such applications by veterans
of World War II and others entitled to
preference: Kewar AREA

SEWARD MERIDIAN

THON, Ww,
Sec. 6, lots 2, 3, 4,5, and W', of lot 6.T.6N.,R. 11 W.,
Sec. ‘31, 8%.

TT. § N,, R. 12 W.,
Sec. 1, lot 1.

RG /26 / Oe ae Terr stor
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The areas described aggregate 490.90
acres.

4, The following-described lands shall -

become subject to application on the
dates and in the manner hereinafter
provided:

Kenal—Easitor AREA

SEWARD MERIDIAN

T.5N.,R.8 W.
12, EYZSWY, and S4SEY.
11, S1%4SE%;
14, NUNEY.
8, NW.

T.5N.,R.9 W.

1; SEYASWY%, and SWY%4SEY;
12, WYNEY.
11, NEY.
2, Sw.
2, lots 1, 2, 3, and SWYNEY.
10, NEW.
4, SWY%SEY;
9, EYNEY, and NWiANEY.
9, EY4SWY, andW%SEK. -

8, EYANEY;
©

9, WNW. .

‘Sec. 8, E4SW and W4ASE. .

Sec. 17, lot 1, SWYANEY, NEYSW, and
NWSE.

Sec. 15, lot 1, NEYUNW%, and SYNWH.
|

Sec. 15; SwWY,SEY;
Sec. 22, lots 1, 6, and NEYNEY.
Sec. 14, S4NWY and N4SWY,.
Sec, 11, that portion of N4ZSW%, south of
centerline of Sterling Highway, and
SY4,Swh.

Sec. 11, that portion ofNE1,SE, south of
centerline of Sterling Highway, and
SEYSEY: :

Sec. 12, that portion of NWSW, south
of centerline of Sterling Highway, and
SWY4SW%:

Sec, 14, NEYUNEY.
,

Sec. 13; lots 5, 6, and SWi4SW4;
Sec. 24, lot 2.

T.5N.,R.10 W.
Sec. 6, lots 2,3, SW1A4NE4, and SEYANWM,.

T.5N.,R.11 W. ,

1, lot 3, SHNW, andNWSW.
2, SW. }

T.6N., BR. 11 W.

31, NEY.
80, lots 3, 4, and EYASWh. ;

T.6N.,R.12 W.

25, SWi4.
11, lot 5,NESEY, and S%SEY.
12, NWY,. .

12, SEY.
60. 2, SEY.
62. 2, NWi4.
The areas described aggregate 4,738.75

acres,

No.
Unit
1. Sec.
3. Sec.

Sec.
5. Sec.

6. Sec.
Sec,

8. Sec.
10. Sec.
12. Sec.
14, Sec.
17. Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

19,
21.

23.
26,

29,
32.

84,
35.

87.

41,

42,

44,
46,

Sec.
Sec.

50.
52,

Sec.
Sec.

54,
55.
57,
58,

Sec.
Sec.
Sec,
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Ninircuis AREA
SEWARD MERIDIAN

T.28.,R.14 W.
1. Sec. 16, BASWY, and WY%SHIZ.
8. Sec. 9, NYASEY, and SEYSEY;

Sec, 10, SWY4SWY.
5. Sec. 15, SW4ANEY, SEYSWH, and Wiz

sEY.
:

IT "dag +g,
@ ‘er ‘vag +f)

aug)
“ont

1, Sec. 14, SWYANW4, EYZSW, andNW. | Swe : . ,

8, Sec. 18, EYSWY, and 848H4.
10. Sec. 12, SEY.

. Sec. 12, NW.
14, Sec. 11,SE%.
16. Sec. 2, lot 4;

Sec. 3, lots 1, 2, and SEY{NEY.
Sec. 2, SANE and NIZSEY.
Sec. 1, NEY.

T.18., RB. 14 W.

35, WANEY, and EANW%.
36, SW.
36, NEY.

7,18, BR. 13 W.
Sec. 31, SW.
Sec. 30, SEYUSWY%, BYSEY, and SW
SEY.

17.
20.

22,
24.
26.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

27.
29.

T,18., RB. 14 W.
Sec. 25, NB. ,

Sec. 26, E4ANEY, SWYNEW, and NW%
SEY.

Sec. 23, NESEY;
Sec, 24, W4ASWY and SEYSW\.

40. Sec. 18, S{4NE% and NY4SEY.
The areas described aggregate 3,183.89

acres.
5. No application for the Jands de-

scribed in paragraph 4 may be allowed
under the above-mentioned Small Tract
Act of June 1, 1938, as amended, unless
the land shall be classified as valuable
or suitable for such type of application
upon consideration’ of an application.
These lands are agricultural in charac

33.
36.

38.

-ter and it is unlikely that they will be
classified for small-tract application.

6. This order shall not otherwisebe-
come effective to change the status of
the lands described in paragraph 4 until
10:00 a. m, on the 35th: day after the
date of this order. At that time the said
Jands shall, subject to valid existing
rights and the provisions of existing
withdrawals, become subject to applica~
tion, petition, location, and selection as
follows:
(a) Ninety-one day period for pref-

erence-right filings. For a period of 91
days, commencing at the hour and on
the day specified above, such lands shall
be subject only to (1) application under
the homestead laws or the Alaska Home
Site Act of May 26, 1934, 48 Stat. 809
(48 U. S& C. 461), or the Small Tract
Act of June 1, 1938, 52 Stat. 609 (43
U. S. C. 682a), as amended, by qualified
veterans of World War II and other
qualified persons entitled to preference
under the act of September 27, 1944, 58
Stat. 747 (43 U. 8. C. 279-284), as
amended, subject to the requirements
of applicable law, and (2) application
under. any applicable public-land law,
based on prior existing valid settlement
rights and preference rights conferred
by existing laws or equitable claims sub-
ject to allowance and confirmation. Ap-
plications under subdivision (1) of this
paragraph shall be subject to applica-
tions and claims of the classes described

RG (2b, FoF Territaries
ES, Central Fulea |

Box 146
4si-7
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ve

in subdivision (2) of this paragraph, An.
applications filed under this paragraph
either at or before 10:00 a. m. on the
35th day after the date of this order
shall be treated as though filed simul-
taneously at that time. All applications
filed under this paragraph after 10:00
a. m. on the said 35th day shall be con-
sidered in the order of filing.

(b) Date for non-preference-right fil-
ings. Commencing at 10:00 a, m,. on the
126th day after the date of this order, any
Jands remaining unappropriated shall
become subject to such application, peti-
tion, location, selection, or other appro-
priation by the public generally as may
be authorized by the public-land laws,
All such applications filed either at or
before 10:00 a. m. on the 126th day after
the date of this order, shall be treated as
though filed simultaneously at the hour
specified on such 126th day, Allapplica-
tions filed thereafter shall be considered
in the order of filing.

7, A veteran shall accompany his ap-
plication with a complete photostatic, or
other copy (both sides), of his certificate
of honorable discharge, or of an official
document of his branch of the service
which shows clearly his honorable dis<
charge as defined in § 181.36 of Title 43 of
the Code of Federal Regulations, or con-
stitutes evidence of other facts upon
which the claim for preference is based
and which shows clearly the period of
service, Other persons claiming credit
for service of veterans must furnish like
proof in support of their-claims, Persons
asserting preference rights, through set
tlement or otherwise, and those. having
equitable claims, shall accompany their
applications by duly corroborated state~
ments in support thereof, setting forth in
detail all facts relevant to their claims.

8. Applications for these lands, which
shall be filed in the Land Office, Bureau
of Land Management, Anchorage, Alas-
ka, shall, be acted upon in accordance
with the regulations contained in § 295.8
of Title 43 of the Code of Federal Regula-
tions to the extent that such regulations
are applicable. Applications under the
homestead laws shall be governed by the
regulations contained in Parts 65 and 66
of Title 43 of the Code of Federal Regu-
Jations, and applications under the said
Alaska Home Site Act of May 26, 1934,
and the said Small Tract Act of June 1,
1938, shall be governed by the regulations
contained in §§ 64.6 to 64.10, inclusive,
and Part 257, respectively, of that title.

9. Inquiries concerning these lands
shall be addressed to the Manager, Land
Office, Anchorage, Alaska.

12

Oscar L. CHaPpMan,
Secretary of the Interior,

Fesrvary 1, 1952.

[F. R. Doc, 52-1504; Filed, Feb, 6, 195257
8:46 a. m.] .
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UNITED STATES Surname:

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF TERRITORIES

Aix Mail
‘pmenranicehis Selipentmaibiette:

ale

Washi on 28, D. Ge

Governerof Alaska” DEC 17 185) FILED

My dear Governor Gruaning:s

duno, Aneka

. ‘The follewing elippings weieh appeared in the Federal
Register on dates indiomted are enolosed for your attention and file
requrdes .

oO” Ww
© tt

Public land Order 767
Righbesottiay « Reservations or |

Tenonents for PublieWighwys
in AlLaske, oO

Agrioultucel, Conservation Program;
Alagka + Subparte L952. Tuesday + Decenber 11, 1962

Anohorege Airport and-Peirbauke 9

-

—

Airport
|

7 Wednesday
" -, 1982

Maske Public Sele Ack
Classifiontion Noe 3 Thuredey

* Ms, L951

Also, & clipping ~ The President Exeoutive Order 10308 ~
Tmproving the Meang for Obtaining Somplianse With the Nondisorinina-
tion Provielons of Federal Contracts ~ appeared in the Federal Register
Tharedeay, Deserber 6, 195le However, we regret we do not have a copy
for enclosurits

Sinserely your's,

(Sgd.) Jos. T. Flakne
Jone Te Flakene
hier, Alagka Division

Enelosures. &

Dumord - 12/17/51

i. fede I

RG (2b, OF of Territories
E13, Central Filea', 145t-74
Box |4b - Sanlyoiy [BUOREN ay)Jo SGuIpjoY paylssejoaq/ payissefoun ayy Woy peonpoidey
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UNITED STATES.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
FU pp:ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION “ED:JUNEAU, ALASKA

hecember4, 195%

Me. dames Py. Davie
Direotor,Office of Territories
Department.of the Interior
Washington a5, De Ge

Dear Mr. Davies
“Reference {a made to your letter ofNovember th,a, regards.ing the restoration orders which will open land on the Kenai Peninsulato entry and the construction of access roads in connection with thisopening. The detailed plans of the Bureau of Land Management havebeen reviewed and the: road requirementshave ‘been.ascertained,“tne Bureauof LandManagement’plant toopen‘three areas toHettlement during the coming season. Thearea.are in the vielnity ofNenad,Moose Creat, and Ninilchik. ‘The Nindlehik and Moose Creek areasare to be onened to the public in three steps with each opening incglud-

A gt BPR

:nee he we ae
aw of wea teing only non-contiguous VRECUS OFGer Yost vest Land UCLA CE TLONwild beassured. TheKenai area involves twoseparate openings,| Sincees non=conbigguous traacts in Aas shen onanin

the entire areag,; it i:
b ig

neot4opicel.0plan inevem
,

ented. road devedop=ment alongwith the Lend opening; but“it.wild be
1
necessary to developthe entire road system as soon.o possible,

ot spotted * aroughout

The road sypatens. suggested: by ‘the Bureau of hand: fanagrementfor the best development of the areas appear well. planned and\invoilvethe following mileagess

Kena, ~ Lh miles
Moose Creek «22 ft
Nintichik + 16 ”

fobal. Sowiles

Gonatiruntion of this type
of road on theSenet Peninsulawi averageRar fr dm

‘ide tte at
she shat* 4 int ae ATE atten Te A ee edd wl dem

sah a
ins sing

Ce Bidders 3300 SP FAAPRO Babe RH
ade! a GLA CARIN 2 BOCAplish. thie amo}

unt
ef farm read construction under our farm read appre- |priation. While a portion of the farm funds may be utilized to initiate.

¥

éLe jptedeste.
RG" y?

~~

Gl. fet §

(2.6, OC, of TerritoriesBS Central. Files, I4at-7¢
-
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thie road progran, the Limited contruction would not provide avcasato the areas belng opened ax rapidly at is considered dewirable by theBureat of Land Management,

,
28 our recent submlusion of justifivation for an @ppeal tothe 1953 bmdget action, we requested restoration of the $200,000 entwhith bad been made in the fara road funda. The reatorationof this#200,000 would permit a reasonable start of the required constructionon the Kenai Peninsula,

Sincerely yours,

higiiones
- Conmigeloner of Roada -
for Alagks

Ze

RG (2.6, OF, of Territories
E13, Central Filea, I45t-7/
Rox [46 ' S@AIYOUY [EUOHEN @y} Jo SBuIpjOH paylssepeq / PaYlssejoUr ayy. WOpeonposday,



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF TERRITORIES
Washington 25, De Cs

Memorandum NOY 13 1951

Tor The Diregter

Proms Chief, Alaska Division

Subjects Status of Revocation Orders in Alaska, PLO 487 end 535,

@

This memorandum is in reference to my memorendum ofcl Nr BORON ae Ser many Memor andescribing the action bodine taken by the Burean of Lend viann gemonttoward restoration of land on the Kenai Peninsula to homestesding ang
stating«the need for access roads in those areas,

NeNovashexr Bs

The Bureau of Land Management is present] preparing acdersat al tM ga sa aba Esa ase te Aa TD» REULVIL, ped M2 WL GL. deb US LUD 2 abo wy OW WOVE‘
¢

. . s
we a ey fy Fe te we

noteto the Burean of the Budget and the Athorney Genersl for cleagrance,At the seme time a draft copy of the order will be forwarded to Lowel?Me Puckett, Regional Administrator, Burean of Lend Uanagement in -Alaska, As the Jand is to be opened in non-contiguous tracts with «sais ates aia be ener etait tee seat Mat WR saa sa hn le ee ey ee
os am tle ecimePe SEL DOLE ahd, Lv way prrd YoU DIL WU LUE OO

bs ryto preventoverlapping of the preferential entry periods. The orderPr dappin 2 wy
oti EGY ia eas Bsa ohne Baratcline OE tee Me ot he ee ee,bectnes SLLECuLvsS MIL AE Uys Ua YS Th. wilt VL OIE

RA [Ny8ignature.»

gu
m

y

It appears that the routes of the ascess roads believed tobe nesesnary by the Bureau of Land Management were selected insoopera~tion with the Alaska Road Commission. Two hundred thousand dollars wasappropriated for 1952 for Local farm roade, the sabegery inte which thesubject roads falle Since this item is a recurring requirement it doesnot appear that appropriation by project is necessary. There is noinformation here to show whether eurrent fonds are available for thissonetruction.

It ig believed that Mr. Ghiglione should get in contact with
|Lowsil M. Puckett at about the time Mir. Pucketh receives his copy of *the order of restoration so that road costruction plans can be form-lated and coordinated with the Bureau of Land Management's plens foropening the land. The attached letter to rs GhigLione should advisehim of the situntion.

does Te Flakne
Chief, Aluske Division

Atbachment
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY -

TRGASHENGTONG Z5UD. Ce

NOY 21 1951

Mere Ae Pe Ghighiona FILED
Commissioner of Roads for Alasie SO

—
Aleske Road Commission

My dear tar. Ghighiones

This. ia tn reference to my letter ofNovember 14, 1951,

whisk Qeseribed the yostoration of Land to entry under the home~

stead laws om the Kenai Peninsula aad outlined the need for roads

to serve the prospective settlers.

the orders of restoration have now been forwarded ‘to the

Secretary of the Interiors Uoples of the memorenda of trancalttel,
whieh epeals for themselras, ate enclexed for your information and

paidansee
Sineerely yours,

(Sed.) James P. Davis

Jemes P. Devis
Direotor

Enelosuraa 2 ‘

MLightwood/eml
11/21/51"
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IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 833%: SLOWS ane anyBUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 333313 2L2h058 ADL :ML

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON 25, D. C,

The Director of the
Bureau of the Budget
Washington 25, D. C.

sir:

Enclosed for your consideration and that of the Attorney
General is the draft of a proposed public land order. Pursuant to

Executive Order No. 9337 of April 24, 1943, please inform this
Department whether the draft meets with your approval.

.

Very truly yours,

Assistant Secretary

Title of proposed order;

Ay ae ¥ t

i A
e

fo, BY an 2
PIL Dy‘199,

hho Lande sewed were withdnwwn feo oiageddoetion amd modoe
Tien, wad in aie ag? pronomed Loney 4rhe Via Lahan hae yetboon

‘

eatin bee
ah“agent vor oy

sdnokahed SEG aia

Copy to: Office of Territories /
R.A. Reg. VII, Anchorage

Enclosures
: 98738
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RG 12.6, OFF. oF Territories
E13, Central, Pilea, 145t-71
Box 146

Note to Mr. Flaknes

This is the Chugach elimination at Girdwood.

It ususally takes up to three months for
draft land orders to clear the Attorney-General
and Bureau of the Budget, but since this one is
marked special, it may take somewhat less time.

The Kenai restoration orders were also sent
to the Atty-General and the Bureau of Budget
on Wednesday. They were also makked special
and should be rushed through.

Ghiglione was informed of the Kenai referral and

again urged to get together with Buckett to
plan the roads which will te required. Davis
signed the letter.

Wosdyesd
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UNITED STATES Surname:
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

| \ 4g—— .OFFICE OF TERRITORIES AYA
Washington 25, Ds Ue

AdyMedi

OCT 25 1951

Hows Ernest Gruaning 7
Governor of Alesina |Junem, Alaska

My deer Governor Grugmings \
|

:

Enclosed are two clippings which appeared in the Federal
Register Saturday, Odtober 20 5 965i, for your information ani+ fn

ery sete one23 asSG SUljOee malver covered ia as. follewss
Public Tand Order 757 ~ Amendnent of Public Lond Order)No. GO1 of August 10, 1949, Reserving Public Lands for
Highway Purposes. ;

Order 2665 ~ Righta-of-Ney for Highways in Aladin.

Sinoerely yours,
(Sod.) Jos. T. Flakne.

does 7, Flakne §*
Chief, Alaska Division

Enclosures 2

Dumond - 10/25/51

RG (26, OF of Territories
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IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTRIOR

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
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BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

For Release to FM's, CCTOBER 24, 1951

CHAFMAN SIGNS ORDERS FIXING ALASKA HIGHWAY WIDTHS AND ESTABLISHING RIGHTS-OF-WAY

Orders fixing the width of reservations or easements. for all public highways
in Alaska, established or maintained under the jurisdiction of the Secretary of the
Interior and prescribing a wiform procedure for. the establishment of rights-of-way
over or across the public lands for such highways, have Deen signed by

Secretary
of

the Interior Oscar L, Chapman, it was announced today.
lands lying within 300 feet of each side of. the center line of the Alaska High-

way, and within 150 feet of the center of several other through highways, will be
withdrawn from all forms of appropriation under the public land laws and reserved
for highway purposes, while lands lying within 100 feet from the center of feeder
roads and 50 feet from the center of all other public and local roads will be
reserved by easements instead of withdrawals, Burem of

Land
Management Director

Marion Clawson explains.
According to Director Clawson, easements permit the settlement and private

ownership of the lend crossed by the public roads--subject to the. roadway ease~-
ments~~and, if road plans are changed and the rights-of-way or easements are
abandoned, the roadway land is acquired automatically by adjacent owners.

In addition to the Alaska Highway (with lands protected by withdrawal 300 feet
on each side of the center line), the through highways of Alaska subject to with-
drawal of the lands 140 feet on each side of the center line are: the Richardson
Highway, Glenn Highway, Haines Highway, Seward-Anchorage Highway, Anchorage~Lake
Spenard Highway and Fairbanks-College.Highway.

The feeder roads (protected by easement, extending 100 feet on each side of
_ the center line) are: Abbert Road (Kodiak Island) , Bdgerton Cutoff, Elliott High-
way, Seward Peninsula Tramroad,; Steese Highway, Sterling Highway, Taylor Highway,

. Northway Junction to Airport Road, Palmer to Matanuska to Wasilla Junction Road,
Palmer to Finger Lake to Wasilla Road, Glenn Highway Junction to Fishhook Junction
to Wasilla to Knik Road, Slana to Nebesna Road, Kenai Junction to Kenai Road,
University to Ester Road, Central to Circle Hot Springs to Portage Creek Road,
Manley Hot Springs to Bureka Read, North Park Boundary to Kantishna Road, Paxson
to McKinley Park Road, Sterling Landing to Ophir Road, Iditarod to Flat Road,
Dillingham to Wood River Road, Ruby to

Long
to Poorman Road, Nome to Council Road,

and Nome to Bessie Road.

‘When the survey stakes of new road construction in Alaska are set on the
ground and notices have been posted at appropriate points along the route of the
new construction, the reservation or easement for roadway purposes will apply.

f. &-,
P.N. 7069 Ue a teneden
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UNITED STATES:

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
|

OFFICE OF TERRITORIES
RECORDS SECTION

ALASKA |

LANDS 8

(Part
|

2)

WITHDRAWALS — RESERVATIONS

IMPORTANT.
This file constitutes a part of the official records of

the ‘Office of Territories and should not be separated
or papers withdrawn . without express authority ‘of

the

Director.

_ All files should be returned promptly to the Records
Section,

Officials and employees will be held responsible for
failure to observe these rules, which are

necessary
to

protect the integrity of official records.

WILLIAM C. STRAND
Director So

INT.-DUP. SEC., WASH., D.C.

RG f2.6, OF, OF terectorie&
13, Central, Filed ; |}451-7 6

Box 146
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Sep. 18, 1952)
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UNITED STATES Surname; ~P/LED

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ASA
OFFICE OF TERRITORIES

«

Memorandum AUG 2B 1959

Tos Director, Bureau of Lend Meanagenont

Frome: Director

Subjects Elimination fron the Chugach National Forest, Alaska, of
Areas to the West of Longitude 148° 45%

AS & result of a recomaissance of the ares made in
duly 19528 by a monber of this office, our belie? has bean confirmed
‘hat the inland exea of the Chugach Netional Forest wast of 148° 45
has mo important commercial timber value. Tt is more of an agricule
4urat and recreational type area similar to the adjoining lands
administered by the Bureau of Land Menagement on the Kenai Peninsula.
Yetional Forest stetus intermingled with public lend statue give rise
to complicated settlement, utilization and development problemse The
Alaska Reilroad end the Alaske Road Commission are hampered in their
operations because of the neighboring jurisdiction of the United States
Forest Service aud the Bureau of Lend Menagenent through that exid.

adjacent urease

This offies believes that the Bureau of Land Menagemnt
looeted ab Anchorage, is better prepared to manage this land for
agricultural, reoreational end wildlige purposes and to digpose of
appropmiate. seokions to private ownership than ia the Ue Se Forest
Service with headquarters at Juneaus The problems affecting recres@
tion pod wildlive development eid settlemert of that region, which
ave the responsibility of the Department of the Interior, could be
executed more readily if the programs osuld be doordinated within this
Departnent rather than through interdepertmental correspondeme with
the Foresb Service of the Department of Agriculture.

Phe duplication and sonfliot of road responsibility (Alnsike
Road Conmigsion--Burean of Public Roada) would be eliminated if this
ares became part of the public domain. It has been stated by members
of ancbher department that the cost of removing the marginal, «malt
type timber from thet area is prohibitive beseuse of the sot of road
construction required to remove logs. The other seotion of the
Chugach Nations] Forest which I believe should remain in the forest
lends itself to a type of logging used in the Tongass National Forest,
that is, "High line” logging directly off the mountainside into the
water for refting to sawmills, requiring no ronda. Also, the eal
forest ereas are on the coast to the east of 149° 45". Moreover,

oa

es .f é /. co
hob . “A.ee ‘ # f Cor ad ry)
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watershed considerations dietate thet the land weet of 148° 46 be
transferred to this Department. The Mine approximates a mountainous
range ani divergent drainages. In my view, it cannot be reasonably
eontended that this area is needed for the probecbion of the romaine
lex of the Netional Forest. The ridge line almost colnelding with
448 45) forms a logienl separation point for division of fire pro=
tection responsibility. Therefore, we recommend that the Bureau of
Land Menagement teke th neudssery steps to initiate the elimimtion
from the Chugach National Porost all lane west of 140° 45t.
Attached ere two maps indkesbing the area sonverneds

(Sed.¥ James P, Davis

Janes Ps Davis
Direotor

Attachments 2

end
8/28/52
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF TERRITORIES

RECORDS SECTION (Part 3)

ALASKA

LANDS 8

WITHDRAWALS _& RESERVATIONS

IMPORTANT

This file constitutes a part of the official records of

the Office of Territories and should not be separated

or papers withdrawn without express authority of the

Director.

All files should be returned promptly to the Records

Section.

Officials and employees will be held responsible for Sep. 19, 1952
t

failure to observe these rules, which are necessary to
o

protect the integrity of official records.
Feb. 8, 1956

ANTHONY T. LAUSI
Director

OT-Rec-1
INT.-DUP, SEC., WASH, D. C.
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UNITED STATES Surname:

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF TERRITORIES

Mr. George Rogers
NOV 26 i959

Chairman
Alaska Field Comntttes
dhitigau, Alaska

Dear Georges
£ILED

I either do not widerstendor I disagree with some of the
views axpressed to you by members of the Alaska Field Committee and
Frank Heintelenan on the seatier of the elimination ef certain Lands
from the Chugath National forest aa set owh in your lether of Bove.
ber 22, 26 is my belief that most of the road work done tn the forest.
areas of the Kenal Povineula and Cordova areas have been done either
by the Alaska oad Commlasion, the Oivhl Aeronautics Adsinistration,the Torvitorial Righway Englhoar or the Civilian Conservation Yorpa.
Also, 2+ is my undewstanding that moet of the recreational. developmentof thé axea involved an the cuggested elimination was accomilished with
funds provided by the OGG, in order that the Fheld Coumitties may haveall the facta with regard to this matter, you may wieh te have the
dieska Road Gomaission provide you with infomation as to who has pro-
Wided monsy for road

construction
and recreational. development of the

ALGie

We all know that one of the principal sonteibuting factors
to the high lend cost im Alaska has reaulted from the diffienttyof
private individuals in obtaining title to landa on which te build and
carey on development. While some of this difficultymy have bee moathly‘tiswesponsibility of the Departmentof the Interior I think that a Lot
ef the commlainta that ws have xeseiwed haveavisen from the fact that
additional ani more serious delays wareoccasioned Lorthe reason thab
such Lands were S6s forest teservans, I believe the recordswill. show
that there are cases that nave waited ag Long as twanky yeara hefora
title could be obtained. To elininate a npetiiion of auch delays I
feck that any land that ten" needed for strictly forest muposes should
be transferred te the management of the Berean of hand

Hanagencnts
din ovder that the Committee could have tebe:an this, you may

wish to ask Lowa Puckettto providesuchdata foryou.Ny observationsthis summer de net bear out the fact that the Sormst Seprice adses a hete
ter management job than the Bureau of Land Management. On the contrary,
L have found that the Bureau of Land Management had accomplished far more
in the way of providinggood road signs and recreational sections in the
ates under thelx juriadiction ‘than Igound in the forest amram, By this
Et mean recent work not that which was accomplished in the forest areas

LEE. 2,
GCG, The Lailure of the Forest Service or the Bureau of Publis

~
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Sonte to iepreve the section of the Sterling Highuay from the Seuagrddighwayto the forest Z feek io a and further anactual hasard wince it does not provide a highwey of witficientstandard ta mit the needs of the military instielietlone and generaltrafic on the faned Peninsula. .

The foremu of Land Mauagenntmay alee wich to exereae thedrviewsag to theix ablidty of controkiing forest fires, I thinkbh isduportant that tha Alaska Meld Gomities present ite views and recom
nondationa with regard to whethex os not the augeested section should
be clininated tom the Ghugeth Uebional Forest,

Singeraly yours,

(Set) Joe

Joy T, Flakne
|

thiet, Alaska Division

Copy tos

Mr, A, Fy Ghiglione

OTFLARNESEP

11/26/52
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIO

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

fiasha Ficsid Committee,
Juncau, Alaska,

November 12, 1952

TOs Director, Office of Territories

From: Chairman, Alaska Field committee

Subject; Hlimination from the Chugach National Forest, Alaska,
of areas to the west of longitude 18° h5:

You will recall that on September 12 you sent me a copy of

your August 28 memorandum on the above subject to the Director, Bureau

of Land Management,with the suggestion that the proposed elimination
be discussed at the September meeting of the Alaska Field Committee.

This was done, and I have since had the written comments of several of
the members which are summarized in the following paragraphs,

Over the signature of the Chief Engineer the Alaska Road

Commission recommended that the area east of longitude 1)6° 00f as well
as the area’ west of longitude 148° 15! be eliminated from the Chugach

National Forest. This recommendation.was based on the judgement that
there are no important commercial timber stands in either area and that
the road systems of both areas can be administered more economically by
the Alaska Road Commission than by the Bureau of Public Roads. A copy
of this recommendation was forwarded to you by the Road Commission,

and on November 3 you wrote me to say that you endorsed the proposal

concerning the eastern portion of the forest,

The Regional Director of the Fish and Wildlife Service was.

reluctant to suggest a change in land policy unless there were some |

assurance that the change would be beneficial, He felt that the Forest
Service had done a good job of managing the Kenai division and that the

Bureau of Land Management might not be able to give the area more than
token management with present facilities, If the conflict in road re-
sponsibilitywere the primary consideration, it seemed to him that this
could be settled by inter~agency agreement, It was his, understanding
that the Alaska Road Commission is authorized: to’wild ahd maintain roads
in the National Forests o :

|
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The Regional Administrator of the Bureau of Land Management re-

ported that he had been instructed to discuss the proposed elimination
with regional officials of the Forest Service. The Regional Forester
was in Washington at the time, but other Forest Service officials with
whom Mre Puckett talked pointed out the interest of the Forest Service
in recreation and watershed management as well as in any merchantable
timber that might be in the National Forests. On the matter of the road
system they pointed to previous harmonious arrangements between the
Bureau of Public Roads and the Alaska Road Commission on other projects.
Mre Puckett said he had suggested ‘that either the Office of Territories
or the Bureau of Land Management contact Mr. Heintzleman in Washington
for more authoritative indication of whether the Forest Service would be

favorably disposed to the elimination proposal, I have no information
on what discussions may have been had in Washington during the course of
Mr. Heintzlemants visit, Today, however, I received from Mr. Puckett a

copy of Mr. Heintzleman's letter of November 6 which outlines in some

detail his reasons for opposing the elimination, Since the letter bears
no indication that a copy was sent to you, I am attaching one for your
information.

I plan to discuss the proposed elimination again at the next
meeting of the Alaska Field Committee, to be held some time in January,
but I have little reason to believe that the members generally will give
the proposal any greater support than they have to date, especially in
view of the strong opposition of the Regional Forester. While the Alaska
Road Commission may well continue to favor the elimination, there appears
to be some question of whether its views are shared by other Interior
agencies in Alaska. Even the alternatives concerning only the road-
building agencies have not to my knowledge been fully accepted at the
Secretarial level, For example, to quote from Assistant Secretary Wolf-
sohn!s letter of August 29 to Governor Gruening, "Steps are being taken
to work oub..s.e.,amlution under the auspices of the Bureau of the Budget.
We understand the comments of the Department of Commerce on our proposal
are due September 1, I do not believe that we should press for an exec-
utive mandate which would compel a transfer along lines wholly unaccept—
able to the Bureau of Public Roads." You may also wish to refer again to
Acting Secretary Searles! letter of June 17 to the Director, Bureau of
the Budget, concerning the Department's position on the desirability of
having the Alaska Road Commission perform some or all of the activities
of the Bureau of Public Roads in Alaska, and to Secretary Chapman's letter
of July 3 to Governor Gruening, I assume that any jater developments in
the negotiationswith the Bureau of the Budget aire ‘kndiwn’ to you and cite
the above correspondence only as evidence that the Department is moving
with caution in negotiations of narrower scope, than thos¢, involyed in!
the elimination of portions of a National Forest,” '+

George/W. Rogers
Qhairman

Attachment
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
P Forest Service

Address Reply to
Regional Forester
and refer to

LP
BOUNDARIES
Elimination (Chugach) Juneau, Alaska

November 6, 1952

Mr. Lowell M. Puckett
Regional Administrator

_

UeS.e Bureau of Land Management
Anchorage, Alaska

Dear Mr. Puckett:

This refers to your verbal inquiry of September 30 to Mr. Blackerby of
this office as to my views on a suggestion from someone in Interior
that the Kenai Division be eliminated from the Chugach National Forest
and given the status of open public domain. Pardon mydelay reply;I have recently returned to the office and found a great deal of work
to doe

I am much opposed to the suggested action.

The Kenai Division (area lying west of 148° 5! West longitude) contains
approximately 1,332,000 acres. It is conceded, of course, that this
area is not as well timbered as the Prince William Sound portion of the
same national forest, or the Tongass National Forest of Southeast Alaska.
It has substantial timber values, however, which are worthyof the
special forest management practices which were the basis (in large part)
for the establishment of the national forest system of the United States,
including Alaska. The Forest Service was created to provide this
specialized management, and I believe it has been fulfilling this
responsibility on the Kenai Division as on other portions of the
national forest system.

A managed Sitka spruce and hemlock timber unit on this extreme northern
end of the spruce-hemlock type has special values in helping to supply
construction material for the development of lightly timbered interior -

Alaska.

Personally, I am especially pleased with our fire protection record on
our Kenai Division. The largest fire we have had in many years was, I
believe, but 1500 acres in extent, while some adjoining open public domain
lands on the Kenai. Peninsula have suffered greatly. The presence of the
Alaska Railroad, using coal-burning locomotives, gives the national forest
section of the peninsula much the heavier fire risk. As a result of the
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fire protection work, many old burns on the national forest land are now
reforesting naturally and satisfactorily. The fire protection agency of
BIM is doing a fine job with a pitifully small force in comparison with
the immense area it must cover. I doubt if stretching its limited resources
to inelude the Kenai Division

dands could possibly provide better prote¢tion
there.

The Forest Service operates under adequate laws and regulations for the
private development of recreational facilities on national forest lands
covering all forms of recreation, such as resorts of all kinds, organiza-
tion camps and summer residences, and it builds the side roads to make the
recreational areas accessible. We also provide and improve public camp
sites and picnic grounds, and make special efforts to preserve the natural
beauty around lakes and along roads. We have trained personnel for
recreational resource management. Years of experience in this work has
made the Forest Service particularly qualified to correlate recreational
use with the use of the other resources. That the type of recreational
management practiced on the national forests is well received by the public
is attested by the many resorts, summer homes and organization camps which
have been established on national forest lands and the millions of visitors
every year to the improved campgrounds in the national forests of the|
United States and Alaska. The Kenai is an especially fine recreational
area and our men are drafting a well-rounded plan of recreational develop-
ment, to care for the increased use due to the new highway which is now
opening ‘up the area to

Anchorage.
Phe. ‘granting of permits on tracts of land in the vicinity of. towis and
comminity centers which are to be used for homesites and industrial sites,
and after development, made available for entry and patent, meets the need
for permanent community expansion in the national forest areas, You are
personally familiar with the hundreds of such tracts we have made available
for patenting in the vicinity of the towns in the national forest sections
of"Alaska, and the favorable attitude of the local people toward the way
this work is handled. We plan to continue to make such tracts available
near the community centers on the Kenai Division. Here again the BLM

might have great difficulty in providing the same degree of public service
on the national forest areas that the Forest Service provides, in view of
the increasing amount of this kind of work which BLM is experiencing on the
very extensive open public domain.

We are also keenly interested in the proper management of the excellent big
game and game fish resources of the Kenai Peninsula. We intend to continue
our cooperation with the Fish & Wildlife Service in fish and game protective
work and to increase our activities relative to the preservation and improve~
ment of the wildlife habitat on the national forest area there. With the
opening up of the peninsula to more hunters and fishermen by the new highway,
the propermanagement of the wildlife "range" becomes increasingly important
and costly.
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We plan to add trained personnel on the Kenai for all the activitiesmentioned above as rapidly as the increasing public use justifies suchexpansion.

Your inquiry particularly mentioned that elimination of the Kenai Divisionmight simplify highway construction procedures on the peninsula. It will4 be recalled that the national forest lands of Alaska get substantial roadfunds annually under the Forest Highway sections of the U, S. Public Roads“ Act. A decrease in the total national forest area, as through eliminationof the Kenai Division, would mean a reduction in these funds for Alaska.
A substantial portion of the regular Alaska Forest Highway funds has beenand will continue to be spent for construction, improvement and maintenanceof roads on arid adjacent to the national forest areas on the Kenai. Itwill be recalled that the 75 miles of road were constructed with ForestHighway funds on the Kenai leading out from Seward to Hope, and toward
Anchorage, before the total road mileage in the immediate vicinity of
Anchorage exceeded 6 or 8 miles. I mention this to show that we have notlagged behind in opening up that portion of Alaska to public use.

Experience does not indicate that Congress refuses or is reluctant to grantfunds to the Alaska Road Commission for highway projects which involvecrossing national forest lands. The Commission's projects on the Kenai.Peninsula show this clearly. Therefore, an argument for elimination ofland from the national forest to permit the Alaska Road Commission tocross such lands with its road systems is not well founded.
The question of whether or not there should be two federal road buildingagencies operating in Alaska, one for the open public domain and anotherfor the national forests, rather than one as in continental United States,Puerto Rico, Hawaii, the Virgin Islands, and Washington, D.C., is a matterto be decided at a much higher level than the position I occupy. Congresshas seen fit for many years to maintain two such agencies in Alaska.
Tt has been demonstrated that neither the Alaska Road Commission nox theBureau of Public Roads (which builds the Forest Highways) is the only agencyto get increases in funds to meet special needs. For example, the RoadCommission has recently been receiving fine increases based on a showingof defense needs, while the Bureau of Public Roads has been given fundsto improve and extend reads to foster the development of the pulp and
paper industry in the Territorye
It might be well to mention that the 25 percent of the gross receipts fromtimber sales, etc. on the national forests which the Territory receives forroads and schools can become a very substantial annual contribution to thelocal treasury.
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question of what might be best for Alaska with a considerable degree of
detachment from my position of Commissioner for the Department of
Agricukture and Regional Forester of the Forest Service. Judged from
this position, and based on my knowledge of the benefits that have
accrued to the Western States from the methods of land and resource
management applied by the Forest Service on the many millions of acres
of national forest land there, I can say that retention in national
forest status of the full twenty-one million acres of land now includedin the National Forests of Alaska will result in having these lands
contribute to the fullest possible extent to the welfare and the permanent
development of the Territory and the future State. I Suggest, therefore,that we make an increasingly concerted effort to bring the timber, water

_ power, land, mining and recreational features of these national forest
lands. and permanent use under Forest Service management.

We should be equally cooperative in connection with the work of the Bureauof Land Management on the huge public domain of Alaska. Suck cooperationwill be to the advantage of the federal government and the Territory.
_ Certainly these two particular agencies have complex and full time jobs,
and doubtless each is helped in solving its problems by its contacts with
the other, As to highway work, which you specifically mentioned, there
need not necessarily be a conflict between,‘or an overlapping of, the work
of the Road Commission and the Bureau of Public Roads. One functions on
the open public domain, the other on national forest areas. Along the
boundaries of their respeétive areas, coordination should be possible
surely-as-easy-as~along-the-boundaries dividingthe forty-eight states,
where adjustments of a similar nature are required.

As mentionedat the.start of this letter, I am opposed to the elimination
of the Kenai Division of the Chugach Forest, as I cannot see any resulting
benefits, while the losses to the Territory loom large in my sight. I__
might add that I believe an attempt to wipe out large sections of the
national forests of Alaska would not receive general public support in
Alaska or elsewhere.

Sincerely yours,

(sgd) B. Frank Heintzleman

B. FRANK HEENTZLEMAN
Regional Forester
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
JUNEAU, ALASKA

Getober 20, 1982

My. George W. Rogers
Chairman, Alaska Field Committee
Department of the Inbeaior
dureau, Alaska.

Dear Mr. Rogers:

Reference is made to your memorandum of October 9, 1952, rem
questing comment on the subject "Elimination from the Chugach National
Forest, Alaska, of Areas to the West of Longitude 18° 45",

Memorandum of August 28, 1952, from Director, Office of Terri+
tories, to Director, Bureau of Land Management, which you enclosed,
touches ‘briefly on the conflict of road responsibility which now existe
in the ares between the Bureau of Public Roads, Department of Commerce,
and the Alaska Road Commission, Department of the Irterior.

The Bureau of Public Roads with a District office ak Seward
construote and maintaing roads within Chugach Netional Forest. Total
miles of such roads in the Forest area under discussion is aporoximately
150, which includes 89 miles ef the Seward-Anchorage Highway. This
principal highway conmecting the seaport of Seward with Anchorage and
the main highway nebwork of the Territory was completed recently with

.
funds appropriated te the Alaska Road Conmiseion. Asphaltie paving of

| the surface wlll be completed in 1953,

The Alaska Road Commission, through a Matriect office at
| Anchorage, administers a total of approximately 1100 miles of roads and
| highways in Sowthvestern Alaska. Administration of an additional 150
| miles in the present Forest area which is immediately adjacent to it

would not require any additional. supervissry personnel, and no more
field personnel than are currently employed by the Bureau of Public
Roads. The Pareau of Public Roads listriet office at Seward could be
eliminated entirely with resultant savings in Federal funds. Attached

|

is a map which outlines the road system in the forest area and its relae
; tion to the mich larger adjacent systems under jurisdiction of the

Alaska Road Commission.

For the infermation of the Alaska Meld Committee and to enable
that body to propetly evaluate the proposed elimination from the stand}
point of hichway administration, 1+ is advisable to point out that this
has been the subjech of previous correspondenceswith the Office of Terrie
tories. That previous report also covers a parallel situation in regan
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to highways which exist in the eastern seetion of the Chugach National.
Forest. ‘the fareau of Public Roads administers approximately 25 miles
of rood in the vicinity of Cordova, and is currently constructing an
additional nine miles of the new Copper River Highway. Again funds are
being made availiable to the Purean of Public Roads from Interior Depart
ment appropriations for extension of the southern end of the Copper
River Highway, the first 39 miles of which are located within the
Chugach Netional. Forest. This highway will eventually join Cordova
with the main bighway network of the Territory at Chitina, 131 miles
north of Cordova, Administration of this mall group of roads by the
Yaldes District of the Miagkea Road Commission could be accomplished by
the present supervisory organization and ineluded in the 550 mile
systen of that Dietrict.s

No important stands of commercial timber are found in the
Chugach National Forest to the West of Longitude 146° 15', The same
is true, to our knowledge, in the vicinity of Cordova, Tt is our under«
standing that the bulk of the commercial timber is found in the central
areay of the loreat in Prince Wi11 Sound, where harvesting of the
forest crop can be accomplished economically. It is therefore the
recommendation of the Alaska Read Commission that the eastern section
of the Chugach National Forest to the East of Longitude 146° 00' be
sliminated concurrently with the western section.

Sincerely yours,

Wn. de NLemi
Chief Pngineer

eer hte, Janes Py, Trev
Director, Office of Territories
Department of the Interlor
Washington 25, D. C.

Ls
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