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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY Do

DIVISION OF TERRITORIES AND ISLAND POSSESSIONS .

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. ?. /nS
Ch?

Lone

25, dD, a. he te ‘

er potdedaly 21,
nals?

i

if J. a hn OF t
“qe

,

Air

ii, Ike P. Taylor, Chief Engineer,
Alaska Road Comuiasion,

Juneau, Alaska.

Dear The:

Well, Ike, while I suppose you may already have beard of it
through other channels, I am pleased to say that the ‘He &. 1554

Right-of-Way day Alaska Land Grants has passed both Houses of Con-
gress and now rests on the President's desk. Tt will undoubtedly
be signed so then, at long last, you will have the road legislation
you had requested.

Rest of wishes to you all. May seo you in a few weeks.

Sincerely yours,
©

hee (Sgd.) Jos. T. Flakne
dos, T. Flalge,

Chief, Alaska Branch.

JTF lakne: ggc

et

RG 126, OFF. 8€ Tare tories
E.4, CetraCle) FS1-W
Pox 12.4
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

|7 oy UNITED STATES
toal?

DIVISION OF TERRITORIES AND ISLAND POSSESSIONS

WASHINGTON

May 15, 1947. ble?
Mao

Henorandum
of

To: Herbert J. Slaughter, Chief, Legislative Division es be
idaf bd

From: Tewin W, Silverman, Chief Counsel. (Sg.) IRWIN W. SILVERMAN

Subject: H.R. 1554, reservation of righty-of—way in future
patents of land in Alaska. .

Last January the Department submitéed to Congress a draftof proposed legislation, later introduced by Congressman Welehas Hy R. 1554, providing for the reservation of Fighta-of-wayin future patents of land in Alaska. Sines that uime the Alaska- ‘Road Commlasion has written to the Division pointing out that thebill does not state the width of the rights-of-way it is proposedvo reserve, I enclose a copy of that letter for the consideration
by the Legislative Division and BLM of the suggestion made therein.

Enclosure,

FC:mem

ce: Mr. Corneiro

RG 126, OFF, OC Terredereds
E, 3, Central cles, 4S1-7
Bax 129 '
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; SKA ROAD COMMISSION LORE 9
8 REEUNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 2HhhoALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
JUNEAU, ALASKA

February 25, 1947

Mr. Jos. T. Flakne, Chief, Alaska Branch
Division of Territories & Island Possessions

Washington 25, D. G.

Dear Mr. Flakne:

It is noted H.R. 1554 providing for exceptions
for right of way for roads in future patents issued
for lands in Alaska does not state the width of the
right of way proposed, This may have been purposely
omitted due to the difficulty of determining in
advance the width of right of way which may be re~
quired, The width actually needed will depend
on the standard of road to be constructed and would
probably vary from a minimum of 50 feet to a max-

« imum of 100 feet,
If the committee requires that the width of

right of way be determined the following language
is suggested, possibly following the period in line
11 on page 2:

"The width of the right of way reserved shall
be no greater than necessary to permit the
construction and maintenance of a roadway to
the prevailing standard in the area concerned °

but in no case shall the width reserved ex-
ceed 10C feet,"

Very truly yours,

RG 128, OF, OC Terre terres
E. 3, Central cites, (451-7
Pox 124 SANYO [EUONEN eu} J0 SHUIP|OL palissejoaq / peyissejour ayy Woy peonpoiday
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80rmx CONGRESS
1st Session H.R.1554

5

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
January 30, 1947

” : Mr. Wetcr introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Com-

To

an
a

fF
W
O

N
Y

FH

mittee on Public Lands

A BILL
amend the Act entitled “An Act providing for the transfer

fat

of the duties authorized and authority conferred by Jaw upon

the board of road commissioners in the Territory of. Alaska

to the Department of the Interior, and for other purposes”,

approved June 30, 1932.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

That the Act entitled “An Act providing for the transfer

of the duties authorized and authority conferred by law upon

the board of road commissioners in the Territory of Alaska

to the Department of theInterior, and for other purposes”,

approved June 30, 1932 (47 Stat. 446),, is hereby amended

by adding at the end thereof the following new section ;

RE ILS, OFF, BE Terrefe ees
&, By Centrat rales, begs

— 7
Box 124

et
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2

“Src. 5. In all patents for lands hereafter taken up,

entered, or located in the Territory of Alaska, and in all

deeds by the United States hereafter conveying any lands

to which it may have reacquired title in said Territory not

included within the limits of any organized municipality,

there shall be expressed that there is reserved, from the lands

described in’ said patent or deed, a right-of-way thereon for

roads, roadways, highways, tramways, trails, bridges, and

o
O
o

D
O

m
n

FF
W
w

D
Y

H
e

appurtenant structures constructed or to be constructed by
10 or under the authority of the United States or ofany State

11 created out of the Territory of Alaska. When a right-of-

12 way reserved under the provisions of this Act is utilized by

13 the United States or under its authority, the head of the

14 agency in charge of such utilization is authorized to determine

15 “and make payment for the value of the crops thereon if not

16 harvested by the owner, and for the value of any improve-

17 ments, or for the cost of removing them to another site, if

48 less than their value,”

et

Re |26 ! OE, at Pere Fa EEE
E, 3, Ceetral riles, 9S4-7
Box 124
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

DIVISION OF TERRITORIES AND ISLAND POSSESSIONS

WASHINGTON #48 Bx Gs. .

G foso

Mie, Tke P. Taylor, Chief Engineer,
Alaska foad fommfiasion,

Juried y Alaska. —

bear Ike:

January 17, 1947. ' CR
eta S47

Gasee owe

This is to advise you that the Department's bil)
Caponsored by the Bureayr of Land Banagement) to provide
for the reservation of © te~niienny In grants of Land
in Aiaske was submitted to the Congrase on January 14.

JTF lakne: gge

RG 126, OFF, OE Terretories
E. 3, Central cies, (951-7
Box 124

Sancersaiy yours,

(Sgd.) Jos, T. Flakne

Jos, Flakne,
Chief, Alaska Branch.

a
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
DIVISION OF TERRITORIES AND ISLAND POSSESSIONS

WASHINGTON 25, D. CG. “
diix. Arnold. mer

18r 2947

N\A mA had (eponsored by the
:

Xn.
- . , the Departmenta bil (sponsored by the Bureau of Land Man

agement) to provide for the reservation of rights-of-way in grants oflandin Alaska was subaitted to the Congress on January 14. ~/
ae The Budget. for 1948 Utete for Virgin Talands Public Workander FWA, the sum of $3,006,205. ‘This ineludes : Tor

)

maysand roads and 41,632,000 for potable waterwy For hig |

(Sea.) rRiry y, STLVERMAY

Lewin
oo: Mr. Bary. | is fMir, Flaknes wo

udi

et

Re 26, OF, oe TE bp POE ES

E, 3, Ceatrag ciles, (FS1-7
Pox 124 :
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR GoL.0.WASHINGTON
Lanigan
WassermanJane 13, 1947 Havell
JohnsonMy dear Senator Vandenberg:
Flakne
Siktverman

Enclosed is a draft of a proposed bill "To amend the act entitled Lee‘An Act providing for the transfer of the duties authorized and authority Hom
conferséd by law upon the board of road commissioners in the Territory of Goldberg
Alaska to the Department of the Interior, and for other purposeg,' ap- Slaughterproved June 30, 1932." I request that this proposed bill be referred to Whitethe appropriate committee for consideration and recommend its enactment. Gardner

DotThe purpose of the enclosed draft is to provide for the ryservation 9. fmby the United States in patents or deeds to land in Alaska of rights-~of- Copway for trails, roads, highways, tramways, bridges and appurtenant La
ga?
he

hee '

structures constructed or to be constructed by the authority of the ~~ areUnited States or of any future state created in Alaska. Such legislation, ~~”;is desirable to facilitate the work of the Alaska Road Commission. (peteThe greater part of the area on which the operations of the AlaskaRoad Commission are conducted is public domain land outside of nationalforests and the location of rights-of-way on such land presents no seriousproblem. However, for the proper location of roads and in the interest ofpublic service, it is necessary in some instances to cross lands to whichtitle has passed foom the United States, These instances are becomingmore numerous as the population of the Territory incresses and obtainingrights-of-way over such lands has in a number of cases presented diffi-culties requiring court action and the expenditure of Federal funds.
The proposed legislation is similar to the provision of the Act ofAugust 30, 1890 (26 Stat. 391, 43 U.S.C. sec. 945), which reservesrights-of-way for ditches and canals constructed by the authority ofthe United States, west of the 100th Meridian. A similar provision hsalso found in the Act of March 12, 1914 (38 Stat. 305, 48 U.S.C. sec. 305),by which rights-ofway for railroads were reserved to the United Statesin all patents for lands thereafter taken up in the Territory of Alaska.The proposed bill would be applicable to both public domain and acquiredlands of the United States. The proposed bill, moreover, would authorizethe head of the agency utilizing such reserved right-of-way to make pay-ment for the full value of the crops and improvenmnts thereon.
I have been advised by the Bureau of the Budget that there is noobfection to the presentation of this proposed legislation.
Ge /~ 6d Sincerely yours,
Protons

?

(Sgd.} OSCAR L. CHAPMAN
: / Acting Secretary of the Interior.Hon. Arthur He

Jandenbers,President pro tempore,United States Senate.

Trve copy made from B.L.M. file

jon
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
DIVISION OF TERRITORIES AND ISLAND POSSESSIONS

WASHINGTON

Reteber 18, 196. |

> 7 SS

Air Watt /
Aa Bftee

Me. Ike P. faylor,
Chief Engineer,

Alaska Road Commission,
Fundau,y Alaska,

Dear Mr. Taylor: .
|

___, Lau enclosing a copy of a memorandum concerning the"Legislative Program for the Adth Congress: Froppsed
Departmental BLTl te Provide for Reservations of Righte«of—Kay tn Grants of Land inAlaska.
This momorandus, I believe, will answer the questionswhich you relsdd on this matter With ‘Me. Lee and dr. Plakne.

; Sinceraly yours,
.

(Sgd.) Edwin G. Arnold

Edwin G. drnold,
. Director.

ms ‘Enelosure.

HRLee:si
et

RG 126, OFF. 0© Territories?
E, 3, Centrat riles, (FS1-7
Box f29 ‘
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
DIVISION OF TERRITORIES AND ISLAND POSSESSIONS

WASHINGTON 25, BD, C.
| .

October 17, 19860
GQ /_ SEOF. C-

Le. L Prana

9 pet
GLa tege Wa

Memorandum

Tos Files

From: Francisco Corneiro

Subject: Legislative Program for the 80th Congress: Proposed
Departmental Bill to Provide for Reservations of
Rights~of=ay in Grants of Land in Alaska.

I checked today with the Bureau of Land Management and the
Legislative Division on the above

proposed legislation.
The bill has received clearance from the Bureau of the Budget,

and in accordance with the regular departmental procedure will be
submitted to the 80th Congress as soon as that body convenes. Under
these circumstances it appears unnecessary that further action be
taken by the Division at this time to expedite the submission ofthe bill and its

accompanying report.

Noted:

S |
10 17 46

Wok

at

RE 12G, OFF. © Terre feried
E, 3, Central cles, 454-7
Pox 129 ‘
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Poy feeMen— Fg ae es UNITED STATES Z i;
: DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

a

fw.
i OFFICE OF THE SOLICIT,

we \ ‘add WASHINGTON 25,tid, Ff Ole
. : Y o

* &
a ; i

,
5

,

/ \ Me
February 6, 1916.egyepeJ

\ coma for Menbers of the Legislative Comittee.

The Legislative Comittee will meet on Friday, February &, at 3:30 pane,
in the Secretary's Corfererice Boom to consider the

"zollowing
subjects

A proposed bill and letter of transmittal prepared by the General Land
Offies in aecordance with a decision of the Leglelative Committee to reserva

riehte of way for reads in patente hereafter lasued for lands.inAlaska.

Copies of the proposed bill, the letter of tranenittal and the memorandum

of the Assistant Ceamisaioner of the General Land Offiee are attached,

Herbert J. Staughter

Herbert Je Slaughter,
Secratary, Legislative Comittee.

Attachments.

Fey 1 x Me

RE IG, OF, AC Tere tarle es

E, 3, Centraé cles,Gs] ~7/
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“ rome -

UNITED States
ASPRRIRENT OF THE INTERIOR

GENERAL LAND OFPICH
Bashington 29, 0. ¢.

. January 9, LOL.
~-e~l VORANDUM for iim. Slaughter,

| Chief, Legislative Division,
. Offiee of the Solicitor,

ae: Proposed Gill te reserve rights-of-way in patente and deeds,

the proposed bill and Letter have boen prepared in accordance with
the instructions of the Legislative Gomaittiee. 4a thus revised, thisoffies dows not wish to endorse either the bill or tha Letter.

‘4 Pequirement that the beneficiary of the reservation pay the value
of srops and dapravenents on the right-ol-way, ag well as the increased
cost of uging the land not. taken te abennt the equivalent of « candema-
tion nward and leaves the.beneficiary in no bebter

position
than LY that

were the mode of acqulaition. Nor should 4 public land bLLL be incumbered
with a provision relating to the disposition of surplus property.

(Sed.} Holisehn
Assistant Gownlaaioner.

et

RG 126, OFF. OE TerreFecies
E, 3, Centrag ciles, (4S1-A
Pox {24 .
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
N
28, Be Ge |

Baez

Rnelowed ta @ deaft of a proposed DLL He enend the aah entitled
fan Aot providing fox the transfer of She duties authorised and suthorleyconferred by Jaw upon the board of vedd ¢ommigetoners dn the Territoryof Alasks to the Sopartuent of the Int
te the approvrimte eosetiee for sont
amon bs

erlor, and for other purposes, ?
ikke proposed Bill. be referred

ceration and reqausnd tie

.
Tho purpose of the enclowed drat de to provide for the reservation

hy the United States ia patents or deoa to land dn Aldska af riguteeog-
way for trate, sande, highwaye, trasiaya, bridges and appurtenantStructures sonstrugted or te be conmivarted by the authority of theUnited Stalen or of any future @tate «le deskiwvly te fagllitets the work of

rented Ih Alaska. Such legislation
tho Sinebe Head Gomtaadon.

She grantor part of the area on which the operation of the Alnake
Page Canady aloo ae oorduoted Le pabbic domain lend avtetide of national,forevta aad the location of rightownfway on aval land presenta noserious protien. However, far the proper location of roads and da thainterest of public semvien, 1% is nacemtary in meee dnstanam t6 cross
lands to whieh tithe bas passed free the UnitedStates. These tuetanedsaru hegening more numercus ae the population of the Territory iocreasesoid obbulning cightae-obeay over much lands hae in a aumber of casey
presented distiouliies requiring dourt action aad the wmoenditure of

The
August. 30,

propodel Jeglalation is eimilar te the provision af the Act of
1890 (26 Stut. 39%, h3 UE.0. see. $b5), whieh reserves

rights~ofeway for ditehes and genase eonstrueted by the extherity ofMee Ting tot mF 6am BACHthe United States, wart of ise 2 iSite AP senatsx Rood peat et FaeHt WAR AA fe
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tf have been adviesd by the Boxer:

‘eas were reserved Lo the Uniled States
ve Wh ee es Fe ks anh, ee akter Uaken up ain the Territory ef Adepia.SON

Oe
A

te both oublde demain and aenrtred
“£0 den ge ae wacmem teas cot ba nee“LAM Gieheoe che praponed Dilly moreover, would authorise

auch reserved riahleofeway to make pay-

of the Buiget that there de no
ies Ate aay

AhBeap eB re BO gel BO es a ne a re aehinetionte tha pranetation af thts PUIPOOt LCLOLA) Cle

Sincerely yours,

Hon, Sam Saybarn
Speaker of the |

Rouge af Representachvee.
Bee;

ew my v v 44 g
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Ro awed the fst entitled "fn set providing for the tranefer
of the duties authovrined and authority coaferred by Law
upon the board of road commlsaloners in the Territory of
ALeaka to the Department of the Interior, and for other
pootpoger,*

approved
Junk 30, 193%.

Be 2b g@iscted by the Senate andRouse of Hepresentatives of the
United States of series in Congress assembted, That the

det entitled
#an Ack providing for the trausfer of the duties authorised and

authority senferred by law upon. the
board of read comiseloners in

the Yorritory of Alaska
to

the Department of the Interior, and for

otherpurposes," approved dune 30, 1932 XA? Stat. £46), is hereby

amendetl by adding at. the end thereof the following new section:

See. 5. In all patente for Landa hereafter taken up,

entered or located in the Territory of Mlsska, and in all
deeds by the United States hereafter conveying any landa

in said TerrLtory to wileh ib may have reacqudred title,
there chall be exuressed that there is reserved from the
Lends deseribed in said patent or deed, a Yight-ol~way
thereon for roads, noadwaye y nighways, tranways, trails,
bridges and sopertenant structures constructed or to be

sConehrutted by the authority of the tnthed Statas or of
any Stabe created ext of the Termmliiory of Ulaste. then
a right-of-way reserved umlor the provisdene of thie eetis utilized by the United States or under ite suthority,
the hend of the agency in charge of auch ut{lizetion 42

RE 126, OFF, 0& Perr ebar le €

E, 3, Ceetrad cles, §@St-W
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mithoriged to determine and make payment for the value of

the erops thereon Lf not harvested by the omer, and any

deoroveuents, or the cost of reaoving then toe mother

slte, if lesa than their walud's ag wall as any increased

eost of making use of the rensining property resulting
from the use of such right-of-way.
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR So Geo S¥
OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

OER ARDUH oe Teedeata ef ‘she Lotteletive Commit ten.
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conmerting national sccurity research whieh was laciuded inthe aigende
for the grocadine soothing. .

Thy Committees wiih alse consider proposed leghelatdon to rouerve
higheag eipitowwl way fret all feture bond patoste in Alaska watch de

Sy Soe Teteral Lont Oilew. A copy of the draft at this
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- WASHINGTON 28. ig (le

; Enclogad ig 4 draft of a proposed DILL “Te smead the ach entitled
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IN REPLY REFER TO: ADDRESS ONLY THE
COMMISSIONER OF

UNITED STATES THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE

1877260 "AN DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Gop -SS
GENERAL LAND OFFICE Ch tbCet0
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. ea ~~ Ltf

«SEP 25 1944 Aopen
MEMORANDUM for Mr. Thoron, [Rofl 4-Y

Director, Division of Territories. Og
In response to your memorandum of September 15, I have referred

the proposed bill to reserve highway rights-of-way on all future land

patents in Alaska to the Departmental Legislative Committee.

7 Art)
Commissiofgr.

Bw SEP 26 1944

SEP 194

e

RG 12G, OFF. OF Terre taeies
E, 3, Ceetrag Caled, (FS4-7
Box 129
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY g- 1° FO
DIVISION OF TERRITORIES AND ISLAND POSSESSIONS

Lees
z

WASHINGTON 25, D. C, ok!ye. Wh
September 15, 19hh. i,ne |

MEMORANDUM for the Commissioner, |

, General
Land Office.

/ I am of two minds in regayd to the proposed bLLL to
reserve; highway

rights-of~
way/on all future

land) patents/in
Alaska. None of the attached file seems

to indicate
that any exhaustive cdhsideration has been given to the fundamental policy involved.
Tt seems to me to savor of using a shotgun to shoot flies, I think that before it is
introduced it should be thoroughly discussed by the Legislative Committee as a part of
the whole problem of land policy in Alaska.

_
(Sed)

RB, W, Thorot
, ,

B. W. Thoron,

Attachment. ‘wep1 5 7944

Referring to draft ofhes bill ATo amend an 4 Mt entitled 'An Agt providing for the
transfer/ of the({duties) authorized and authority<conferred by law

upon BG of.RoadCommissioners fin Terr.ofAlaska to the Dept. of theerior

et

RG 126, OFF, 0€ Tarreterres
E, 3, Central cides l¢Sf-HW
Box 124
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MEMORANDUM for Mr, Slaughter.

UNITED STATES yetDEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

DIVISION OF TERRITORIES AND ISLAND POSSESSIONS
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

September 13, 1944.

I have no objection to the enactment of the attached bill and have
accordingly surnamed the letter tranamitting the bill to the Speaker of
the House, I showld like to suggest, however, that the words "or the
Territory of Alaska" be inserted after the words "United States" at the
end of the first paragraph. lr. Wasserman has no objection to the inser-
tion.

Copy for Mr. Silverman, Rm. 4136.

LG 126, OFF. 0€ Tarestaries
E, 3, Centraf cles, 4S1-7
Box 124

(Sgd.) IRWIN W. SILVERMAN

Irwin W. Silverman,
Chief Counsel.
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UNITED. STATES Bot}
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

ee

Sf

WASHINGTON 285, D. C.

September 4, 1944..

MEMORANDUM for Mr, Goldberg. Sf
I suggest that the

fronorandum)
you have prepared to the Soligitor”

for Mrs. Hampton!s signature be'withdrawn and that the letter accom

panying the proposed bill be surnamed without further delay.

“(Sgd.) IRWIN W. STLVERMAN

Trwin W, Silverman,
Chief Counsel.

TwS:1d

RE 126, OFF, BE Tate eber res
E, 3, Centra cles (4S1-7
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éOF5N3 UNITED STATES

Corrspondence on a proposed
*TMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bill (G.L.0. originated) OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
regarding duties and authori

of the Boards ? Road Com,
TItY oF TERRITORIES AND ISLAND POSSESSIONS

missioners, of Alaska, WASHINGTON

4

autno

This material returned 'to os
February hy 1943 .

oni tive Sec., Solicitor's
1c :e, 6/5/43, surnamed by vbline of the background in this matters

CORES

Mr. Thoron,
posed Legislation is to protect the interests of
racting roads in the Territory of(laska by reserve

pr 8, now public domain, to which patents/may in the
Daemnntsnin

sion, operating under the Separtment of the Interior
ved June 30, 1932 (47 Stat. 446), and financed by
engaged In the construction and maintenance of roads,
ys, trails, bridges, and other similer works in that

. the national forests, The greater part of the area

the Alaska Road Commission are conducted is punlic
aa wie weeowuwss of Pishts-of*way on such lands presents no problem grow-

ing oxt of private ownership. For the proper location of the road, and in the

interest of public service, it 1s necessary in some cases, however, to cross

lands to which title has passed from the United States. These instances are be~

coming more numerous as the population of the Yerrltory increases. Obtaining

rights-of-way across privately-owned lands has in a mumber of cases presented

difficulties, callin: fer court action and requirin: the expenditure ov Federal

funds,

A case of this kind occurred two or three years ago in comnection with the

construction of a bridge across a stream adjoining a certain privately-owned

mining claim. The owner of the land claimed that his property was very valuaole

because of a placer zold mine, and asked an exorbitant price for the right-of-~

way necessary in connection with the construction of the briuze, This resulted

in considerable delay and expense. As a consequence of this and other like

instances, the Alaska Road Commission, the Governor of Alaska, and Mr. Parks, the

Cadastrgal Engineer of the Land Office, became convinced that legislation to

reserve rights-of-way in future patents of land taken from the public domain, is

desirable.

In response to 4 request from the Rosd Commission, the proposed legislation
was drafted in this Givision and submitbed to the Department for consideration.

It was discussed at a meetin: of the Department Legislative Committee, which did

not approve favorable action on the oLL1, presumably oceause of questions raised

meetins: as to whether Lezislation of this kind would not have a tendency

nrd settlement in Aluska. Sutgestion was alse made that the bill should
Wo

for payment of damages to crops and improvements on rights-of-way when

ot

RG (RO, OFF B& Terr fee ies
E, 3, Ceetral cles EGS Of

Box 124
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
DIVISION OF TERRITORIES AND ISLAND POSSESSIONS

ou

WASHINGTON
February 4, 1943.

MEMORANDUM for Mr. Thoron:

The following is an outline of the background in this matter:

The purpose of the proposed legislation is to protect the interests of
the United Stabes in constructing roads in the Territory oj’ Alaska by reserve
ing a right-of-way on lands, now public domain, to which patents/may in the
future be issued,

The Alaska Road Comaission, operating under the Department of the Interior
by virtue of the Act approved June 30, 1932 (47 Stat. 446), and financed by
Federal appropriations, is engaged in the construction and maintenance of roads,
roadways, highways, tramways, trails, bridges, and other similar works in that
portion of Alaska outside the national forests. The greater part of the area
on which the operations of the Alaska Road Commission are conducted is public
domain, and the location of rights-of-way on such lands presents no problem grow
ing out of private ownership. Por the proper losation of the road, and in the
interest of public service, it 1s necessary in some cases, however, to cross
lands to which title has passed from the United States, These instances are be~

coming more numerous as bhe population of the Territory increases, Obtaining
rights-of-way across privately-owned lands has in a number of cases presented
difficulties, calling for court action and requiring the expenditure of Federal
funds.

A case of this kind occurred two or three years ago in connection with the
‘construction of a bridge across a stream adjoining a certain privately-owned
mining claim. The owner of the land claimed that his property was very valuable
because of a placer gold mine, and asked an exorbitant price for the right-of~
way necessary in connection with the construction of the bridge. This resulted
in considerable delay and expense. As a consequence of this and other like
instances, the Alaska Hoad Comission, the Governor of Alaska, and Mr. Parks, the

Cadastral Engineer of the Land Office, became convinced that legislation to
reserve rights-of-way in fubure patents of land taken from the public domain, is
desirable.

In response to a request from the Road Commission, the proposed legislation
was drafted in this Division and submitted to the Departmentfor consideration.
It was discussed at a meeting of the Department Legislative Committee, which did
not approve favorable action on the bill, presumably because of questions raised

meeting as to whether Legislation of this kind would not have a tendency
hyd settlement in Alaska. Suggestionwas also made that the bill should
b for payment of damagea to crops and improvements on rights-of-way when

et
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utilized by the United States, Such a provision is included in the most
recent dreft of the bill. As stated in Mr. Page's memorandum of September 18,
apparentlyit was the opinion of the Legislative Committee that the bLil was
not of sufficient importance to justify its submission to Congress at that time,
as such action might have resulted in deferring more urgent Alaska legislation
which the Department proposed to submit.

In view of the foregoing, the bill was not submitted to the last session
of Congresa, and apparently it is again up for consideration in connection with
the legislative program of the Department for the present session.

Ruth Hampton,
Assistant Director,

RG (2G, OFF, OE Terr Fores
E. a Cevtral riles, LeSp-W
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Srey
Mr. White:

: Le |y

' Miss Council of Delegate Dimond's offica
to be informed concerning the present status of the . ee

legislation referredin Mr. Thomas!
memorandum

of March

17 to Mr. Burlew, attached.
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On October 31, 1941, Deldgate Dimond wrote a
letter to Director Swope concerning a draft of a bill
for the transfer of the duties and authority conferred
by law on the Board of Road Commissioners by the
Department of Interior.

ABC 8-19
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UNITED STATES Ny ei hn
DEPARTMENT OF ‘THE INTERIOR

- ONS
is

Sat

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
DIVISION OF TERRITORIES AND ISLAND POSSESSIONS

WASHINGTON White
GANA

March 17, i942. Z

MEMORANDUM for Mr. E. K. Burlew,

GL

Firet Aasisbant Secretary, Syae A-O-Ra- egw “Onan,
Tn our memorandum of December 4, 1940 to the Soliedtar sub«

mitting our legislative program for the 77th Congress, we included
ao item § the followings

14 nilh, draft attached, to provide for the reservation in
patents to lands in Alaska of righte-ofway for the purpose of
the Alaska Read Commission. Thie bLLL wae subaltited by the Daw

portant te the 76th Congress but wag not introduced.”

This proposed Legislation wae not approved by the Legislative
Comnittea of the Department for the reason that 14 wae believed
that te include rightaof-way privileges in land patente would
tend to retard settlement in Alaska. Copy of bill is attached.

When Hr. Geor of pareay formerly Governor of Alaska, wae is.
Vashington retently, he called at this Division and suggasted bhat,
in hie opinion, it would be desirable to attempt to revive thie
proposed Iogielation for the reagon that he and Hr. Ike Pp, Taylor,
Chief Engineer of the Alaska Road Commission, felt thet the enact-
ment of such legislation would be helpful. to the work of the
Aiaske Road Commission and that 14 would not seriously interfere
with the settlenent of Alaska,

In view of Governor Park's statement, and the apparent desire
of the Alaska Road Commesion, that the suggested leglelation be
enacted prompbly, I am bringing the mabter to your attention with
the recommendabion that the proposed bLL1 ba reconsidered by the
Legielative Comittee of the Department with a view to sequring
ite enactment at the present seanlon of Congroga,

(Sgd.) GUY J, SWOPE

DET: pdf Guy
oe

pmaPe,
a

:p vecbor, NE
Attachment.

,
Vf tee

Tt soneur, \« \e.&
Ret Natl

‘NY rsh agttehy

Commbestoner, General Land Office,
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To amend an eet entitled "an deck providing for the transfer of the

duties authorised and authority coaferred by Law upon the beard

of road commlesLoners in the Territory of Alaska to the Depart

mont of the Interior, and for athar purposes,” approved June 30,

19325

Be At enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

gf the United States of america in Congress gasenblad, That Seo~

tion 2 of the act entitied "in Act providing fer the transfer

of the duties authorised and authority conferred by law upon the

board of read commissioners in the Territory of Alaska te the

Departnent of the Interior, and for other purposes”, approved

dwr 36, 1932 (47 Stat. 446), im hereby amended by adding there~

to the following, namely:

in ali. patents for lands hereafter taken up, entered or

Leeated in the Territery of Alaska thore shall be axpressed

that there ts reserved from the lands in said patent desorlbed,

@ Pight~ofway thereon for roada, roadways, highways, tramways,

tralle, bridges and appurtenant works or structures constructed

er to be tonstructed by the authority of the United States,

Come

RG 126, OFF, O© Tarreferie?
E. 3, Ceatral cles,654F/
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ADDRESS REPLY TO
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

UNITED STATES
;

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

JUNEAU, ALASKA

O. wc.

February 27, 1942
Mr. Guy J. Swope, Director C\drcor du, \Akd.)Division of Territories & Island Possessions
Department of the Interior
Washington, DB. C.

Dear Sirs

Reference is had to your letter of February 16 enclosingneuorandum from the Commissioner of the Generel Land Office in regardto right-of-way for the Glenn Highway.

It is agreed that a reservation over surveyed lands is notnecessary so long as the Land Office will include the necessary reser~vation in patents issued after this date. The read location continuesfor approximately 16 miles cast of Chickaleon through surveyed lendsto the east boundary of Section 27, T. 20 N., RB. S&B. The map showingthig portion of the location is now being prepared and copies will befurnished aa soon as aveallable,.

It has been necessary to send to our Anchorage office forthe tracing of the wap showing the portion of the location west ofChickaloon snd prints of this will be made here and forwarded es soonas the tracing is recelved in this office. It is noted that in thememorandum from the General Land Offices they request two coples of thismap whereas in the last. paragraph of your letter aix copies are requested.Since this map ig om a rather large scale, 400 feot to the inch, thereare approximately $1 square feet of paper in each copy. Nhile we wouldbe glad to furnish as many copies as are required, there is some doubtas te the minimum number required. It will be appreciated if you wouldadvise by radio the minimum number of copies of this map and of the mapshowing the section east of Chickaloon that are required,

Very truly yours,

Ike P. Taylor
Chief Engineer

TPtsd7 ,

Q *
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et

TererterlesR& ize, Ove, ae TERE
E. 3, Central Files §@S}-7

"

deBox 124 sanually J2UOREN au) Jo SBUIPIOH Paylssejoeq | Pay!sseloUN] Bu) WOH Peonpoicees


