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TOWHSHM 31 SOUTH, RANGE 33 EAST, OF THE COPPER RIVER MERIDIAN, ALASKA,
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9/9/52 - USRS Plat Accepted

Dates of Entry:

5/28/54 - Lot 27, Section 3
3/29/58 - Lot 40, Section 2

The above table is from a 2013 paper by 
John F. Bennett, PLS, SR/WA

titled “Highway Rights-of-Way in Alaska”

Mining Law of 1866
Congress granted

“The right-of-way for the construction of 
highways over the public lands not reserved 
for public uses is hereby granted.” 
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Summary -- Timeline
 December 31, 1898 - Executive Order of December 31, 1898 reserved public lands for 

military purposes in the Haines (i.e. Fort William H. Seward).

 November 2, 1902 - . Executive Order of November 2, 1902 added lands to the Ft. 
Seward reservation.

 April 23, 1909 - Executive Order of April 23, 1909 modified boundaries incorrectly 
described in prior EO’s for Ft. Seward.

 September 9, 1952 - USRS Plat that surveyed Sections 2 & 3, T31S, R59E, CRM 
accepted.

 April 30, 1954 - Public Land Order No. 960 revoked Executive Orders of December 31, 
1898; November 2, 1902 & April 23, 1909.

 May 14, 1954 - Small Tracts Classification Order No. 82 reclassified subject lands for 
lease or sale under the Small Tracts Act of June 1, 1938. These lands became 
unappropriated, subject to the following:
 May 18, to 10:00am June 8, 1954 – Advance period for simultaneous preference right filings.

 May 28, 1954 – Date of Entry – Lot 27, Section 3 – no section-line easement exists
 August 17, to 10:00am September 7, 1954  – Advance period for simultaneous non-preference 

right filings.

 September 7, 1954 – Date for non-preference right filings ended. 
This is the date the subject lands became unappropriated and unreserved!

 March 29, 1958 - Date of Entry – Lot 40, Section 2 

 Pursuant to Ch. 35, SLA 1953  a 33’ section-line easement exists


