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Section Line Easement Determinations 
 
In order for SLEs to exist, the survey establishing the section lines must have been approved or 

filed prior to entry on Federal lands or disposal of State or Territorial lands.  The Federal lands must have 
been unreserved at some time subsequent to survey and prior to entry.  

 

Surveyed Federal lands that 
were unreserved at any time 

during the indicated time 
period. 

Effective Dates 

Surveyed lands that were under 
State or Territorial ownership 

at any time during the indicated 
time period. (Note: includes 

un-surveyed lands after July 1, 
1960) 

none April 5, 1923 None 

66' 

April 6, 1923 
 

To 
 

January 17, 1949 

66' 

none 

January 18, 1949 
 

To 
 

March 25, 1951 

none 

March 26, 1951 
 

to 
 

March 20, 1953 

100' 66' 

March 21, 1953 
 

to 
 

December 14, 1968 

none 

December 14, 1968 
 

to 
 

Present 

 
Note:  This table assumes the same land status on both sides of the section line.  A review of the 

land status can result in total easement widths of 0', 33', 50', 66', 83', and 100'.  A section line easement, 
once created by survey and accepted by the State, will remain in existence unless vacated by the proper 
authority.  


