
UNITED STATES .

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENTWashington 25,De Se

Aly Hall dad 26 1950

Hemorandun-
Tos Regional Administrator, Seglon VIT

Bureau of Land
Hanagensnt, anchorage,

Alaska .

Prous
|

Assistant Secretary Warne

,

Subject: withdrawals for rights~ef-my in alaska ,

.

I have your letter of Hovesber 25 ealling to ay attention
| f os

your memorandum of the samp date to Director Clawson concerning the
contiguity of lands affected by withdrawals for rights-of-way in

. iGol, Noy
cht .Eng gary.

Recently I took this subject of highway righte~of—way jane Ene dee?
up an a meeting with representatives of your Bureau and with fOr’ ns .
Golonel Noyea. 4% that tine there were presented to me again the

j Engreseveral arguments against 4 withdrawal for hizinay
purposes and i

the arguzents for easements in lien of a withdrawal. These were
very much the same as those advanced at the nesting of the asinField Committes in lekinley fark last alle -

I consider 4 withdrawal for the establishnent of highway
- pightseof-way as being preferable to an easement. I am net dia= —

turbed that entries must be limited to one alice of the read by fea~_ooaon of the withdrawal. On the contrary, considering the preniux ~~

placed on read frentage in the Territory,I consider this to be a
goed thing. or au I iapressed with the argunent.that tae with=
drawals will unduly increase administrative difficulties. Uranted .

that it will be necessary to survey and lot some of the fractional
subdivisions on beth aices of the read, I believe that the Dureau

—

of Land Management can handle this problexn.

it may be that entries should be allowed to cress farm
or local road rights-of-way even though they are restricted to one
aide of through primary and sesondary

roads. Your auggeation that
the policy indicated in 43LD 551 be adopted in this cerinection. is
being considered.
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In wlihdrowing rights-of-wy for road purposes I am

“vinced that we are on firm ground. The protestshave fallen into
twomain eategeries: (1) that the right-of-way withdrawal leaves
fractional parts of legal subdivisions om both sides of the highway,
and (2) that the withdrawal closes the right-of-way for all uses
except for highway purposes. As to the first problea, I have asked
the Bureau of Land Hanagemsnt and the Alaska Read Gomaisaion to work
out a progras so that we can locate the roada and survey the adjoine
ing lands as quickly as possible. Aa to the contention that the

will he closed to all use, I see no reason why as 4
matter of policy we should not allow the land within the withdraw
wip to be used for all reasonable purposes not inconsistent with
construction and operation of the highways and appurtenances. |

@ have been pursuing such a policy in administering the Alaska
way withdrawal. Gerhainly there would be no objection to per

mitting flumes and ditches on the rights-of-way as might be required
by the mining industry.

With examples on all sides of lack of foresight in esti~
mating the future needs for highways in the States, it would be
shirking our responsibility to the ferritery and the future State
of Alaskaif we fail to provide

few bigamy vight~ot-oayrequirenentis.

/s/ Willian 3. Warne

Assistant Secretary

Rete geo

jbennett
Highlight


