PR October 13, 1922.

Hr.AT. W. Cody'

U. S. Deputy Harshal,

Marshall (Fortuna Ledge),

Mas}fao !

¥y dear ¥r, Cody:

Receipt is acknowledged, through our Sup-
erintendent Chas, D. Jones, of Nome, of your gtatement
concerning the need of renesira and improvements upon
the maill trail between Bennetts Point and Bethel., Ve
are indeed glad to have the Information you submit,

You will te nleaged to learn that we have
let contracts for the following work thils fall and
winter:

(a) Permanent staking of the trail between
Rusaian ¥isalon and Akiak, by way of
Phillips and Big George's.

(v) Permanent ataking of the cut-off from
Big George's to Bennetts,

(¢) ZErection of two snelter cabins, one at
Phillips and one at Big George's.

(d) Staking of summer portage between the
Yukon and Fuakokwim Rivers.

(e) ' Construction of a bridge upon the Akiake
Bethel trail witich was brushed out and
staked last year..

() Staking tle trail from Holy Croas to
Iditarod, across the flats.

Wo have alpso issued inatructions to Mr. Jones
to visit Marshall and other points on the lower Kuskokwim
with a view to deterxining further improvements necessary
or desirable on the Holy Cross-ligrshall-Hamilton-Eotlik

<
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Octobver 13, 1922.

Hr. T. W, Cody,
Marshall, Alaska.

winter trail.

Again tirankingz you for your interesgt in this
matter, I anm

Veyry truly jyours,

Jas. G. Steese,
JGS:D . : Preagident.



WAR DEPARTMENT

BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA

JUNEAU, ALASKA
Nome, Alaska, Septsmber 15th, 1933.
FROM: Chas. D. Jones, Sur'?t, Alaska Road Commission, Nome, Alaska

TO: Col. Jas. G. Stzese, Prasident of the Board, Junsau, Alasks

SURJECT: Benneits Point to Kugskoxwinm

1. Attached plsase find a letter from Chas. Heckman which is

self-explanatory.

2. This is the trail of which I told you when you were hers
in 1921 and of which depusy U. S. Marshal T. W. Cody had written
a statement, a copy of which is attached. I will investigate the

conditions this winter and report on them to you.

ALASKA RGAD COMMISSION W
JUNEAU ALASKA b _
CCT 9 1922 Sup't, Al?ffflsgad Commission.

FILE




| Copy

STATEMENT OF T. W. CODY, deputy U. S. Marshal at Marshal in the
Wade-Hampton Recording District, Alaska, relative to the needs of staking
and making repairs, and improvements on the mail trail between the Yukon
River at Bennett's Foint and Bethel on the Kuskokwim River.

Bennet?s Point is twenty seven miles up the Yukon from Marshal.
Between these two points very little work is required. From Bennet's
Point the trail should be brushed for about two miles; the trail is then
thro timber for about eight miles and very little work is required on it.
The next four miles to Johnson Creek is O0ver barren tundra and needs to

be well staked. Stakes might be secured from the timber but it is a
heavy scrubby timber. '

Johnson Creek is about one hundred and fifty feet across, and is
a warm creek that glaciers badly, and freezes late in the fall and 1is
the first creek open in the spring. The only type of bridge practica-’
ble would be ceable suspension bridge on account of the heavy glacier-
ing of the stream which would destroy any pier placed in the stream.

From Johnson Creek to Tundra George's Cabin is about four miles
which needs to be well staked for which stakes would have to be hauled,
Tundra George is a native at whose cabin travelers cen at all times
obtain shelter.

Prom Tundra George's Cabin, the traill is across open tundra and
lakes for abaut fifty miles, for which stakes would have to be hauled.
It is through a stormy belt where most of the lives have been lost and

where travelers well scquainted with the country have been lost during
storms. ‘ ' '

This stretch of the trail is divided as follows: From Tundra
George's is 22 miles to Phillip's brother's cabin; from Philip's
brother's cabin to Philip's Cabin about ten miles; and from Philip's
Cabin to Ohogamut about fourteen miles. Shelter can be obtained at

" Philip's and his brother's cabins. (natives)

Between Ohogamut and Bethel, two cut-offs neéd to be well brushed
and the points of leaving the slough, which is followed between those
pleces, needs to-be well marked and the banks graded.

Mail delivery on this trail is twice a month.

The Government has had witnesses brought over this trail three or

four times and every time they encountered storms and were forced to
lay up.

-7
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Marshal, Aug 24th, 23

Mr. C. Jones

Dear Sir I heard that you was going toc have the Trail
staked between Bennett and the Kuskokwim I stake that Trail
3 years ago I think the most of the stakes are on the tundra
that I put there will stake it for #$350.00 Also heares there
will be two Shelter Cabins will build the 2 for $8C0.0C Can
give bonds if nessary if there is only one will build it for
$400.00 four hundred dollars if you want no of me Mr A. E.
Fdwards or ¥»r Christ B2tsch can tell you

Vary Traly Yours

Chag. Hecxman
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fairhons, 4losihe
Ny daur lr. Keys:

Receint 18 acknowledged of your letter of the
2Tth ultinmo forwarded to me from wy Juneau office and ;
I wish o thani you most heartily for your holiday BN
good wishus. ‘ :

I note that you have changed your miod con- e
cerning the most desirable routs over-land into the
headwatars of the Totatlaneln River and will Imep Ihis
in mind when we get to the point of discussion with
Hajor Gotwals and Cuperintendent “dmonds' possihle
work in that section. 4t the present I am very busy
with hearings bafore various Appropriations Committees
of Congress and will not Imow for sémd time just what
we can count upon for next your.

I am glad to note also that you prastical mining
men find our new school of mining at Falrtanks of real and
irmediate use. IT prospectors gensrally find it possible
to taim advantago of this gpportunity we should see the
nining game in alasier advance very rapidly.

r/i“— o ‘T'M Cordially yours,

PASTEEN

g s . RN

(= RN

Jus. Ge Ctoess,
Prosidente

pre GoX 65637
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Healey Forks, Alaska
Memb e r Commitr.
Banks, anking and -
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Sisth Srasion, 1923

Fairbanks Ferens Alaska Nov, 21 the 1923,
Col. James R, St:ese,
Chairman Alaska Road Commisgsion,
Juneau alasgka
Derr gir:-
' Tou no doubt remember our talk im your office at Juneaui
last spring regarding the matter of a feasable gnd practical route for
a road into the hecadwaters of the Totatlaneks River which would best =
} o serve the needs of the miners and nrospecters of that section of the
country.

_ At the time you had recd, three petitions from various miners
and prospectors.Cne for a rounte up Healey River another by way of Eva creek

and the other by way of Xobi,
The other day I met Val Deibold who had allways urged the route

up Lignite Creek as the most practical ,but who now is willing to support
the application of the boys from Eva creek in their contention that theirs
is the most practical route and is circulating apetition which asks for

considreation of same by you,
I -gladly gigned it and believe that it will begt serve the inter-
gts of a majority of miners in that section of the country,
Of course all depends on the practicability , “hat is if reasona=
ble grades are practical and all other conditions proper which matter“we
realigse would rest with the Commission to decide,
I expect to gsee ¥Mr, Edmonds and have a talk with him and I know
- "1{f he can look over route he will easily be able %o tell if it 1s-9-possi—
bleSeEkie or not,

A And I thought having talked with yav of the matter and having
myself advocated the Kobi route that now having sign ed thkis petition
that it was due to me that I exrlain my change of view on the mattercar
subject.

, The last time we diszussed the matter I 4id think that Kobi
trail would be the best onme , since that time considerable‘deveIOpement work
on the Eva creek lode mines and I understand very good values shown up
and it appears that it is due to become a real mine a gemuine producer,
Respongible parties have taken hold and are doimg much work in way
of openingleprge (m y son) and I are taking the short mining courge at the .
College and School of Mimnes here, This college is Surely going to prove

a great asset to Alaska.
‘ Kindest regards to you ahd all the good people of Juneau,

Sincerely yours

'E, M.Keys,

P.0.Box 1152.
**“**”*~“»»»v~v?“wmw , VWishing you a merry Christmas and X3
i li¢t{ﬁ B )
: ; o ded ' hapoy Hew Year,
3l FPRITRY

[
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or. C. B. 391118.
Healy Forks, Alaslm.

Dear Sir:

Amwhomge , Alagka,
July 25th, 1923.

Tour letter of Juns l5th, reference road work in

the Totatlanika, rec

The atatus of the Railroad bridge across the Nemsna
River at Healy has somewhat changed the line of our investigations

for thias district.
for the Hailrwd, it
Healy Fork.

eived.

Until a permponent ocrossing has deen provided
is inadvisable to conatruct & summer road up

It may be that the Boad Commission couldé actual

district, awaits a thorough investigation of the district which,
it 1is belleved, we can make this winter.

JCG: D

Yery truly yours, '

John G. Gotwsla,
Engineer Officer.

S

\ )

build a permanent orossing north of lealy. 4ll of this, with thl?\_'

selection of a route for a winter road for immediste relief in the

&.

=L
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Anchorege, Alaska, June 15, 1923,

Mp. James luir,
Healy Fork, Alaska,
Daenr Cir:

I heve just received your lotter petitioning for m rosd inte

Karguerite Creek.

e e : |

ia cro zathering sane additional infomction on the . Potatlanika

this seaisen. 4t prasent Zgbe seems by all mesns to be tlie baz termiml » ;
£

\33 |
\ .

‘railrond in reference to the Heely Spur will covern the work to be dorm G\
Q

for a winter rozd for the majority of the operit ars, Por a sumwer read,

oither ;:idle 371, or ilenly, would be aatiafactory. The program of the

up Herly Pork. This program ia3 uncertzin at prcaen_t;
Assuring you of the utmost conaideration of your diatrict
and a? yourself, 1 am,

Yours vaery truly,

Engineer Ufficer.
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WAR DEPARTMENT

BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA

T JUNEAU, ALASKA
. PQ E : Fairbanks, Aléska.
§  \/f," _ August 9, 1922,
From: Fairbanks Superintendant
To: Major Jas,G, Steese, President,

5,

? :{,—; “p

Subject: Bonnifield-Wood River district,

1, Replying to your letter under date of May 31lst requeéting
information on this district, There are six people living in the di
and two hydraulic outfits operating on a small scale, Prospecting h:

been confined principally to placer though there are indications of
prospects, The hydraulic plants operate on Gold King Creek and on
a creek of the Totatlinika River, separated some fifteen or twenty :

The former outfiti commenced operations this year while the latter h:
been operating for a number of years,

_2. The region was first discovered in 1906 and the winter tra
from Fairbanks about 1908 by The Bonnifield Mining Co,, a Company w
had karge placer holdings on Gold King subsequently abandoned on ™
account of lack of water to operate, The equipment of this company -
recently taken over by the present company on that creek, consistin,
of U,S, marshal Stevens and ;others in the Marshal's office,

3. The trail from here runs practically due south for 65 mile.
Gold King creek, It is purely a winter trail being thru a very flat
swampy country and being impassable for freight tragfic in spring,
summer and fall, No work has been done on the trail since the origi:
company quit the country a short time after it had been cut,

4, Though I have not visited this region, from what informati.
I have been able to gather here and from the topographical features

the district, a route from Kobe running almost due east along the b.
of the hills would be far superior to the present route from Fairba:

This route passes thru the-Totatlinika district and terminates at G
King. The total distance would not exceed forty-five miles, It is k:
that dry gravel benches extend several miles from the railroad in «
direction and from all appearances carry thru to Gold King, making :
feasible for both a swnmer and winter route, cutting off the distamn
by twenty miles and faking in both hydraulic outfits and numerous o

creeks upon which placer gold prospec%;§22:2??een %%und.v
. mmmeen ol LY . e oo D - _-;:-____-_w



Lay 3ist, 1927,

Sunaeriantendent,
Al asks Road Cowmsission,
Fairtnakg, Alaska.

Deayr Sir:

7 It is denired that ony information avail-
/ akle unon the Bonney Field-Woods River Distrielt that
( may be at hand be forwarded to tide office with

recomrendation concerning the desirebility of any
¥ work on the old trail from Tanana Landing and upon a
¢ new trail to Nenana, concerning which this office haas
% been petitioned this s»ring,

X“W" ’ .

P In accordance with your rccammendaticon of

1laat winter, this Cormiassion will be allowed to make
an allotment of 3200 under the same conditiong as
laat yaar to Keys and Son for the lLicoge Creek project
provided you gtill recommend this work and profitable
agreerant can be entfered into with Hr, Keys.

Recommendation should be submilted by wire,

if necessary, to sutborize tue work during the most
economical season,

Very truly yours,

Jas, G. Steeas
JGS:D Pregident,

¢

_{Z/




Henana, aAlaska,
June 12, 1922,

Col. James Gordon S3teese,
President of the alaska Road Commission,
Juneau, alaska.

Dear 3Sir:--

Yours of Iay o6th received, and aa pleased to
note that you are giving your consideration and attention
to the anpeal of miners and prospectors of the Bomnifield
and Totatlanika Country for a road ianto that sectiopn and in
replyto your inquiry beg to state, that that section to
date has produced about $hree hundred thousand dollars,
(3300,000.00), of which the greater part was taken from the
following named creeks, viz., Grubstake, Homestake, Platte,
and Gold Xing Creeks.

There are other creeks in that section under-
going development work at this time, which promise to beconme
proaucers, especially if some kind of a wagon road is con-
structed., '

Since forwarding you the petition, on llarch 25th,
signed by miners and property owners in that section, two
different hydraulic plants have been moved in there from the
Railroad, and no doubt with the assistance of your Board
there will be added another gold producing section to the
Interior of Alaska and which will also be a feeder and sup-
porter of our new Government Railroad.

%

Yours very truly,

in s Val. Diebold, et al,

Per (?}CQ;34$;}T“

I have just learmed that the Alaskan Engineering Commission
is now making a survey for & spur and bridge across the Henana
River between Healy and Lignite, to enbter the Coal Fields east
of the Railroad, and will say thet that would be the natural
point from which to start a wagon road and go up Lignite Valley
into the districts mentioned.



Gay 6, 1922

.:I' ') »j. ?Q Eie id »
anana, Alngka,

Ly dear Udr. Heid:

Cpon my return to our
Juncau neadguarters L find your letter of
Moaren 29, 1922, ineclosing petition simaed
by miners and proporty ewnars of tho
Jonnifield and Totatlanika country asking
agaigtance for a road into that section,
Conditions in this distreict will be investie
gated at our carliost opportunity.

Heanwhile it would apsist
us greatly 1 you would furnish us a statement
more in detall showing ths actual production
of thia diastrict, machinery plant or other
investments actually made and indicate tie
character of relief de:d yod,

Yary truly yourg,

Jas. G, Stosse,
Pragident,

JGG-1.3
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Henana, aAlaska, llarch 25, 1922.

Col. James Gordon 3teese,

President of the Alaska Road Comnission,
Juneau, LAlaska.

Dear 3ir:--

T am enclosing herewith a Petition signed by twenty-
seven miners and property owners of the Bonnifield and Totatlanika
country, lying east of Healy and Lignite, on the Jovernment Rail-
road, asking your assistance for a Road into that section.

There are many other persons, miners, prospectors and
property oWners, interested in the country above stated and whose
gignatures it was not possible to obtain at this time, but who
would also much appreciate your assistance prayed for, as a Road ie
very badly needed. ) |

Trusting that we will learn of the Alaska Road Commissic
doing something towards giving us a Road into the section above
mentiéned;this coming Spring or 3ummer, we are,

Yours very truly,

val. Diebold, et al.

Per V@ !
B 3



‘ : To the Alasks Road Commission:
;”:' We, the undersigned, miners and property owners in the
| Totatlanika and Bonnifield mining country lying cast of Healy
! - and Lygnite on the Government Rgilroad request assistance by
your Commission in constructing & passable trail or road into
said mining country from either Healy or Lygnite; this would

require only grading and blasting in places, and could be done,

j in our opinion, at a cost of not over six thousand dollars.
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Akiak, Alaska.
Feb. 4, 1024,
J.W. Felder,
Bethel, Aaa.
Dear Mr. Felder:
I have just received Karl Theile's
0. K. for Hansen's work on the Quinhagak-Goodnews
Bay trail and the two shelter cabins. You will
please pay him $2300.00 for the trail work and
$1200.00 for the two cabins. I am enclosing signed
vouchers, Kindly forward them to Juneau at once
with notice that you have paid them and instruct
Hansen to wire Col.Steese that he has received payment.

- Yours truly,

&

K'Earle M;* rrest.

£RC BOX 65637



Anchorfige, Alaska,
¥ey 19th, 1923,

Hyr, Bapl M. Porrest,
Superintandent, Bursau ol Zducation,

2Yedet. R 1
Akasd:, iaacka,

Ky dear Forrest:-

Uyon May S5th I wired you at Jethel to accept
the bid of H. M, langon for ftwo sheller cabins on tiv
Quimhagake~ Ggod News Bay trail for 31000.00, and adviszed
that I would forward the necessary papera vy meil. Upon
getting all of these papers together and checking up, I find

‘that Hanson's bid was actually for 31200,00.

I am enclosing oiroular proposal in duplicate
for him to sign and return confirming his telegram and also
our acceptance of Lis proposal dated May 5th, to te turned
orer to him.

I have left the emount blank on all these forma
in order that you mey fill it in in accordance with whatever
ad justment you make with Hansen. If the work that he ean
acocomplish for $1000.00 will, in your opinion, be adequate, let
it stand at that; otherwise, 2llow the full 21200,00 but arrange
for a rigid inspection to see that full value is received.

Thanking ynu for handling vhis watiar for us,
I anm,

Vary sincerely yours,

JGS«h President,

Enela: 3
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Juneau, May Sth, 1923,

Forrest,
Dethel,

N Yours tuenty-sixth, advise ilansen proposal conatruct sheltler gabins
' uinhagak~Goodnews trail for one thousand dollars accepted. Jame
specif ications as Akiak-Russian iission last year follow by mail,

Y~ JGs-d
' 0B

o
- |

Form 125 -
SIGNAL CORPS, UNITED STATES ARMY

N - WASHINGTON-ALASKA MILITARY CABLE AND TELEGRAPH SYSTEM
- LG TELEGRAM

RECEIVED at

281 siw 14 0B
AETHEL ALS APR 26 1923
JAMES STEESE —
‘\JQ,,‘NEA“ ALS ¢
HANSEN WISHES TO KNOW WHETHER CONTRACTS WILL RE LET FOR CARINS
QUINHAGAK GOODNEWS TRA IL

FORREST

ASKA ROAD GOMMISSION
s JUNEAU ALASKA 9pM

APR &7 1925

FiLE ~




Maren 7, 1923

Felder and Gale,
Bethel, Alasia,

Gentlemen:

I am inclosing hsrewith copy of
gspecifications for permanent staking of
the Quinhagak~Cood News Bay winter mail
trail, It is requested that this be
handled in the samo manner as previous
contracta in your district. Upon receipt
of certificate from Superintendent Forreat
we will advise you by wire concerning pay-
ments to H, ¥, Hanson.

Thanking you fo} your assistance
in handling this matter, I am

Very truly yours,

JGS-1B Jas. G, Steese,
Incls: President,
Copy proposal;
6 Vous.Form 330,



March 7, 1923

Zarle U, Forrest, Supt.,

_Burean of aducation,

J‘,\K ia}C ’ :\13 s}{& 3
Iy dear Forragst:

: I am inclosin*‘cony of
gpecifiﬂntions for Quinhagak-Good HNews
Bay winter mail trail, confirming my wire
of today. It is requeated that this be
handled in the game manner as previous

contracts. I am inclosing herewith several
blank vouchers for traveling exmnenses to

be used by you as required for these various
inspections.

Thanking;you for assiating
us in handlinp these contracts, I am

Very sincersly yours,

JG3«1LB : Jas. G, Steese,
Incls: President.

Copy rroposal;
3 Vous.Form 350.
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March 7, 1923
Subject: Bid on Quinhagak-Good News Bay Trail,
To: H, ¥, Hanson, Care Felder and Gale; Bethel, Alaska,

-

%///

1. Confirming my wire of the 6th tarough Felder ahd Gale,
your bid of December 6, 1922, to perform the following work on
the Quinhagak~Good News Bay winter mail trail for the sum of

'$2,300,00, is hereby accepted, namely:

(1) To erect tripods 8 feet hish at intervals
of 200 feet except across water surfaces;

(2) To erect beacons with directing arms 12
feet hich at edges of lakes;

(3) ‘To cut down banks at peints of ingress and
egress from lakes and sireams crassad; .

(4) To cut traii 12 fest wide through brush
patches or othier timber. ' :

2. Work is to begin as soon as practicable and in any case
to be finished by Decemwber 5, 1923.

3. I am inclosing repular proposal fom for your signature,

‘ eliminating the other matter contained in your original letter of

December 6th, above referred to., Please sign this prfoposal in
duplicate and mail to this office by return mail Addressed
envelope is inclosed for your use, )

4. Upon completion of the work it will be inspected by
Earle M. Forrest, Suparintendent Bureau of Hducation, Akiak,
Alaska. Upon receipt of his report Felder and Gale will be
authorized to make payment feor our account,

JGE8=-1B Jag. G. Staeese,

Inclse: A Presidant,
Proposal in dup; ‘
Add ressed envelope,

Copy to:

Barl M, Forrest, Supt., Telder and Gale,
Bureau oY Zducation, Bethel, Alaska,

Akiak,



*>UBLIC NOTICE

CIRCULAR PROPOSAL. .

OFFICE ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION /

Good HNews DBay, Alaska, Dece. 6, 1922

SEALED PROPOSALS will be received at this office until 11 o’clock a. m.
at which time and place they will be publicly opened, for furnishing the articles and services below specified.
PROPOSALS must be signed by the bidder, inclosed in sealed envelope, addressed to the undersigned, and

marked ‘“Proposals for

to be opened ... ”

The gquantities may be increased or diminished.................. per centum., Bidders must state time of delivery.

The articles must be of the brands, qualities, etc., as specified, or equal to them in every respect; in the
latter case bidder will fill in deseriptions or specifications (and submit samples if practicable) of what he proposes
to furnish. The articles to be of the best quality unless otherwise specified.

Award will be made upon the whole or a part of the bid, as may be deemed best for the interests of the
United States. The Government reserves the right to reject any or all bids, and to waive any defects.

0

In accordance with the above advertisement and the specifications herewith .................... agree to furnish any

(or all) of the above articles at prices named, and to deliver the same f, o, b. at (place)

within ... days from date of order. =

(Firm Name)

BY.coueeenn (Title) oo

(Sign with ink, in a legal manner.) (Address)

QUANTITY ARTICLES AND SERVICES UNIT PRICE AMOUNT

For the improvement of uinhagake-
Good News Bay winter mail trail
via Jack Smith's, mouth of Indian
River amd Harry Bames.

Total distance anrroximately 60
miles.  To include:

(L) To erect tripods 8 feet hipgh at
interval s of 200 feet except across
water surfaces;

(2) To erect beacons with directing
arrs 12 feet hicsh at edges of lakes;
(3) To cut down barks at points of
ingress i egress fronm lakes and
streams croased;

(4) To cut trail 12 feet wide through
brush patches or other timber.
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Felder and Cale
Bethel

Juneau, Alaska,
¥arch 5, 1923

Advise H M Hanson his proposal for stakins Quinhagak Good Tews
Bay trail for twenty tihree hundred doilars accepted Instructions
follow by mail Decisions conceming shelter cabins same trail will

be nade lay first
JCs-LB
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GEORGE F. MARSH ‘'#7
© U.S.COMMISSIONER
NOTARY PUBLIC
FORTUNA LEDGE,ALASKA

Fortuna Ledge, Alaska,
August 3rd, 1924,

Col, James G. Steese,
Juneau, Alaska.

Dear Col. Steese:  See fike 325

I am in receipt this date of your letter of the 1llth ultimo,
and needless to say, was pleased to hear from you.

P I trust that you have received the information desired on the
file 325, delayed blueprint by this time. I saw Albert Edwards for a few
‘ “ minutes, during the early part of June. He was on his way outside,
but, I did not think to mention the blueprint to him.

We are all swelled up over our Wirelese Station. Believe me,
if makes some difference to one living in these out of the way
placew. . :

The new N. C. boat is giving us a much better mail service,
but so far, the freight service has not been improved, ¢ther tnan,
the rate Via St. Michael. The shipments that came in on the last
Victoria have not arrived here yet. A

By the way, do you still want the freight rates Via the Ralil-
\ road for the season &6 1923, and those Via St. Michael for the
season of 1922, for comparisoh? _

There is another matter that I wish to call to your attention,
and that is; some road work that is needed in this immediate
vicinity: On June 15th I received a letter from Charley Jones,
inclosing two circular proposale which he requested me to post. I
rosted the said proposale and in due time several bids were forward-
ed to the Nome Office.

On the mail arriving today I received a letter from Charley
Joneg, advising that all of the bids had been rejected, also,
another letter from him, asking for information regarding the
Trirod Trail,

I am at a loss to understand why all of the bids were rejected,
that is; if the Commission intended to have the work done as out-
lined in said propoeals. I am writing to Charley in the matter,
and am taking the liberty of inclosing herewith, a copy of the
proposals for bids, and copies of my letters to Charley.

As I feel that I am right in the matter, I am desirous of
having you know my views, hence, the inclosures.

I have several claime on lower Willow Creek, which represent
an investment of over twenty thousand dollars. If it was not for
my holdings on Willow Creek I would not be here. I have been

prospecting the said claims for several years, and it is my intent-
lon, to ppen up the property in the next couple of years, consequently,

Ere Box 65637
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U.S.COMMISSIONER
NOTARY PUBLIC
FORTUNA LEDGE,ALASKA

Col. James G. Steese August 3rd, 1924 - No. 2
would like to see the trails and roads in this immediate vic-
inity kept up.

I met Major Oliver when he passed through.

Have been 1nforméd that Governor Bone and Karl Theile will,
either, come up or go down the Yukon on their trip to Nome. Wish
that you was coming with them, and that you would stay over here
for a courple of.days.

Mre. Marsh joins me in kindest personal regards.

Cordially,
George F. Marsh s
4/Enclos. . L Pyt

/M7



Februery 5, 1937

¥r. R. W. Silver L
Nome, Alasia s

Dear Yr. Silver:

Your letier of Jenuery 21, 1937 concerning your
srospects neer the 3iz Hurrah mes resd with interest, The rosd
and airfield propndsition nes been discussed with Hr. Taylor, the
Chief Engineer.

e ——

As you perhaps kmow our sppropriations are not —_—

evailable for airfields. This work iz ordinarily dome by our wd
orgenization with funds supplied by the Territory. The airfield N
is therefore being referred to Mr. Heagse, the Territorial Highwey 1
Engineer, for considerztion. , X

A A8 near as is known &t this time ocur road funds
will be less then usuel and frankly sre .not enough for thorough
meintensnce of roesds &lready constructed. It asppesrs that if the ~
work csn be done &8 esslly &s you intlzste, Hr, Kinney might be
abls to do it from his funds for tie Solomon Road. This matier
is being referred to hinm for aen estimete of the probeble cost.

I aa mighty sorry that we can not give you any
definite assurences et thies time. However, we &re interested end
after hearing from Hr. Klnney will let you know further regarding
the geagon's plans.

Ky very best wishes for your success in the
development of your property.

Yours very truly,

Hawley Sterling,
Asgistant Chief Engineer,

CC Kinney: Please investigate and report estimated cost,

CC Hesse: This proposed airfield a

ppears to have g .
HS:IN ve merit

(Copy of Silver's lettor to cach Hesse and Kinneg)
‘ S.
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Nome,Alaska ;
January 21,1937 . Rﬁ/g
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Mr. Hawley Sterling { oo Qoﬁg\
Alaska Road Commission i yﬁ$k i
Juneau,Alaska

oy

'h‘«y \\_""\" o \g/
Dear Friend: M e %

I have been struggling along trying to develop my - A
quartz property ever since I left Juneau in the Spring of 33! '"ﬁ@ﬂ
and I have reached a point where I feel safe in putting on a gL
small mill, in order that production will furnish funds for -

further development. As you no doubt know, I found this property
in 1903 and patended three claims in 1907, so it is not a new
discovery but every bit of development in the past 3% years

has proved the "prospect" even better than I had hoped for.

As you are probably aware, the Hurrah property 1is
awakening interest, and if the lawsuits between the heirs are
settled, it will no doubt get started again.

We should have an airplane landing field in that
section and there is no more favorable location, or more cent-
rally located, than on the saddle between the two Black Slate
Hills. One on a part of my property and the other about 1500
or 1800 feet North. Not in excess of 3000 feet of road would
connect this field with the Solomon River road at a point about
1+ miles above the junction of the Hurrah Creek with the Solomon
River.

The crushed slate and quartz now available on each
hill is the finest of material for both the field and the road.
There is practally no large amount of work in preparing either
the field or road and all material is at the top of the saddle
and only needs to be leveled and moved down grade.

I have on my property a well established camp
supplied with excellent water and could take care of eight or
ten men right at the work so it could be done at a minimum out-
lay.

There would be a small bridge about 12 feet across
Quigley's ditch. I am enclosing a sketch, showing my property,
the site of the proposed air field and the connecting road to
the Solomon River road.

For the present needs, a rought estimate would be
that a grader and caterpillar and about five dump trucks could
do a fair job in from 7 to 10 days.

I have taken the matter up with Ross Kinney before
writing you as I wanted everything to be harmonious, for I have
known you both for a long time, and futher I don't want you to
feel I am asking any favors of you, but simply am stating the
facts and what I believe to be the merits of the case. You can
talk with B.D. Stewart of the Bureau of Mines as he spent three
days with me looking over my property in the Fall of 34t,

I would appreciate very much if you would put this
matter before the proper authorities and advise me as to the
possibilities of having a survey of the project with a view of
putting it in condition this season.

Should there be any other information I can supply
let me know. With kindest regards to e%gioeeting friends,

Respectfully,

r

R.W.Silver/
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Nome, Alaska
Marech 6, 1835

Mr, Ike P, Taylor
ChieF Engineer, E.R.C.
Juneau

Dear Sir:

Referring to your letter of February 23rd, proposed
Solomon-Golovin Bay Road:

Estimated length of road 36 to 38 miles; for
cons+ruction, for useful auto traffie, at least $160,000.00.
3ok 3 sk ok ¥ ok K

Very truly yours,

Ross J, Kinney
Supto. A.Roco

Original filed 15/1351%

$-2e1/21



Pebruary 23, 1935

Hrs. Ross J« Kinney
Superintendent, A. R. C.
Nome, Alaska

Dear Sir:

In this mail there is baing Zorwarded itc you a
letter to lr. George Sholin in reply to the petition for
a road from Solomon to Golovinm Bay. 1 agres with your
conclusions in your letter to Hr. Sholin that there is little
real need for a rosd comnecting Home mlth Golowin. However,
1t is necessary for us to consider this szlong with all
other projects for whieh regquests have been receiwved.

- It is requested that from your knowlasdge of the
country you sdvise your best estimmte of the cost of construe-
tion of a road such as requeated. It is my belief that a
number of bridges would be raquired om this route.

It is also requested that yon forward your recom-
mendations in regerd to matier of making the Safety and
Solomon ferrice free.

Very truly yours,
Ike P, Taylor,
Chief Enginesr.

IPTely

meT/eT
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WAR DEPARTMENT
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

JUNEAU, ALASKA
Nome, Alaska

February &, 1935

Mr, Ike P. Taylor ;
Chief Engineer, A. R. C. -~ . /7"

Jmeau’ AlaSka. .r"[( ‘ "3’ v }‘ f

Pear Sir:

Fnclosed please find a copy of our reply to Mr. Geo. Sholin, regarding
a petition for road work from Big Hurrah to Golovin Bay (Sound) via Spruce
Creek, Topkok and Bluff. Mr Sholin has advized me that he sent you a copy
of their petiition. |

On account of leaving soon on an inspection trip I am mailiag this
copy now in anticipation of a request for our recommendations which might
arrive after my departure.
Enc.

Very truly yours,

;;Zzégiiiinney, Supts—

Alasgks ‘Road Commission.




<910 Fulton Str.,
Berkeley, California,
January b, 1935.

Yr. Roy Kiuaney,
Nome, Alaska.

Dear Sir:

On my way south this year, there was: quite a number
of peovnwle interested in road improvements between

Nome and Solomon and Bluff. They got their heads
together and we are sending a coyy of the petition

to Alaska Road Commission at Nomejy also, to lIr.
Diamond, Alaska delegate, also, Mr. I. Taylor at
Juneau for consideration. We hope the matter is taken
up through provper channels and in the right way so as
to get action if possible.

Will the ¥Yome office please do what you can for tnis
matter.

Sincerely,
| %ﬁ /}/\/V//vy |

George Sholin, Cperator
H. J. Haney Mining Company
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Mr. Geo. Sholin
2910 ™dton 3t.
Jerkeley, California.

Dear 3ir:

Noue, Ala.sk:a
Ygbmuary 8, 19“15

¥e have yomr latier of Jamary Sth and a copy of sisnaturss to your
petition for the prososed road work up 3ig Hurrah Creek, thence to some
poinﬁ on Golovin Jay, (I take 4%t Tor sranted you mean Golovin Jound instead

LIS

Golovin 3ay) via Spruce Creak, Topkok and 3luff,

I am fairly well acquainted with this n»rovosed location az far as

Bluff, having Talied over Yhe greaiar 2art of 1%

the most of it is fairly good formation for road building surnoses.
#ithout a doubdt a road 50 Spimee Creek and Bluff wonld He very desirabls
to the operatora Jor asmergency triba in cass of accidenta,or Yrssk down of
equis_:men‘s y dab 1 dombd very mgh if any greant amoant of Hewvy Zauling
would ever be done, as the ocsan hariff ia the sams as Tome 2nd the diffarsence
in lightering ig only 32.00 and #3.00 wors reggschivaly, :md you could not
afford to haud frei ht from ¥ome. I am not familiar with any nromising
mining ground baitween Spruce Creek and 3In’f, dut there may be planty of it.

gaveral times, and helilsve

I heartily approve a road wp 3ig Turrah %o the quertx mine if any one

undertakes to open wp the pronerty again.

Regarding the nronosed road from 3luff to Golavin Jound, I donbt wvery
mach 1f the Territorial Roard of Road Commissloners would ever gongider it.
I take it for ;wranted yom wonld went %0 have the terminus of the road some-
whers near the head of the Sound. Ths waber ls shallow =nd I doubt 4f you
could find a goed landing. Golovin lands froight almost ss cheaply as Nome,
have their stores, warshouses snd souipment Jor hawling frei-ht up Fish River
to compete with them by
hanling freicht ail the way from Nome. I don't want to kaock your vetition,
but personally would not recommend a read from 91luff to Golovin Sound.

roints and Comeil. Surely you wonld not expect

Your patition has heen turmed over %o the Chamber of Commerce snd I
understaend will be considered at thelr next meetiny, after which their

racomuendations will he forwsrded to the Territorial Zoard of Ro~d Camnissioners

at Junean for thelr consideration.

Vory

truly yours,

i AR
L

Ross J -?fiﬂnney, Supt.
Alaska Road Commission.



February 15, 1986

¥r. Geo. Sholin
2910 Fulton St.
Berkeley, Calif.

iy dear Mr. Sholin:

Receipt is acknowledgsd of your letier of Jaauary
§ forwarding a petition for a road froam Solomom to Golovin Bay.

In talking over this project with ¥r. Young I
advized him that we would mske an 2ffort next sasmer to have a
reconnalssgunce mnade over thils route.

It is unlikely, however, that we will be able to
inelude it in sur plaans for new conshruction next sesson. 45 2
aatier of fact, go far as is knowm at this time, funds available
will be sufficient only for maintensnce and no large new projects
can be underisken. ‘
TN P

3’ | )J The matter of fsrry charges at Port Safety and

Bonanza will be investigated and consideration zill be given to

revision of these ratea for next season.

Vory truly yours,

" Ike P. Taylor,
Chief Engineer.

IPTzIn

O furiney
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BOARD 0¥ ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA
VALDEZ, ALASKA

T o
' pimens R
From: District Supt. at Fairbanks L S
To: Engineer Officer of the Board / N
District Engineer at Fairbanks
Subject: psirbanks-Chena Hot Springs Trail —
e
ri. A petition has been received and noted asking for £2000

to grade the bluff 45 miles from Fairbanks and a sufficient
appropriation additional to repair all bridges on this trail,

. Returning from a recent trip over this trail I have the
cllewing report and recommendations to make,-
Neceassary grading around bluff amounts to a distance of
3200 feet, 14% of which is solid rock, the estimated
cost being $3200,
Bridges to be repaired or renewed amount to 14 in
number, total lineal feet 470, estimated cost $800,

2
f

/

o~
i

% o/
FITSUSINETES g Y

3, This is an excellent winter trail leading to the
famous Chena Hot Springs and serving as a carrier for a
large number of proapectors, trappers and miners during the
winter mcnths, Nothing has been done on it by the Alaska Road
Cormission since it was cut thru in 1910, all of the main-
tenance having been kept up by local people at their own
expense,- knowing it to be a fact that th¥ree men spent six
weeks last summer without remuneration in doing what work

was necessary for the coming winter travel, The spirit shown'
deserves due consideration,

4, The $2000 asked for to grade the bluff around the
Chena River, to avoid the open water or thin ice where there
has already been severak narrow eacapes, is not sufficient
to do a good job, Past experience shows that a fairly large
percentage of the money appropriated for these small jobs

is spent in getting to and from the scene of activity, The
local people who have kept the trail in repair as a general
rule have failed to place the bridges high enough and secured
sufficiently, with the result that the spring freshets have
usually either damaged or carried away completely the work
that had been done the fall preceding.

5, * I therefore heartily recommend that $4000 be allotted
to this trail to insure it being kept open with some degree
fof permanence and safety.

Lfuly,

Yours very
S

A ~

R0 pok 65637



To The. Alaska Road Commission,

Fairbanks, Alaska,

We, the undersigaed,residents and owners of property in the BIG CHENOA
district,respectfully petition tnat the presmmt sled road from Fairbanks

into this district be improved,These improvements to be made with the
view of eventually having &x a wagon road iunto this disvurict,There is

. & large amount of good placer ground on the upper Chenoa and tributaries
but most of it cannot be worked without a betéer means of transportation
than the existing one,The distance from Fairbanks to the most remote
property is approximately 80 miles,
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WAR DEPARTHENT
United States 3ngineer Office
Ronm 428 Customhouse

St. Louis, Mo, August 18, 1924,
Colonsl James . Steese,
Junesau,
Alaska.
Dear Sir: parsonal letter not in files

Tour inquirles, as to roads and projects, are answered as follows:

Chena, Hot Springs.

This project, as you know, was taken up in the summer of 1923 by Falrbdanks
Local Authorities. IHMayor HYarquam of Falrbanks, was the spokesman of the
Tairbanks Authorities.

We agreed to make the locatlon and they agreed to work as far as possible.
We carried out owr agreement. A s to the future, Mr. larguam was clearly ine
formed that we were not in shape to take up this new additional project. That,
untll the Chatanika Circle Road was completed, 1t would be very unwise to take
up any progect of such large dimensions as the Chena project. I stated that
the substantial contribution made in 1923, by the Falrbanks Local Authorities,
would, however, encourage the road commission to take up the project at any
time that other work and their funds could assume the project. There was
absolutely no promise to do any additional work on this project and, following
By wniversal custom, enforced by the method in which appropriations are made,
no promise ever could have been made by me to @0 other than was done during a
specific season.

1 bellave the project is a reasonably good one but only worthwhile after
the Chatanike Circle Road had been completed.

The Lake Spensrd LoOD.

In the case of thils road, I belldve confusion is had between the fantastigc
desire to have a loop road around Lake Spenard and the former projsect of the
Otter Lake Loop,s now completed.

SEg file 13/49-3

I have never fel% any Jjustification 1n the present development or prospscts
of Anchorage for the Federal Jovernment to assume the construction of an @xpen=
sive and largely aconomically, useless road such as a loop around Lake Spenard.
1 have m3ver made any promises for the construction of such a road and the only
axpression I over remember having upon it, and that even imformally made, was
that such a road would be a very hansome drive from Anchorage.

The project is totally unwarranted under present conditions or prospects
for Anchorage.
a fours truly,
FaVAVA IR
'“/"E/ b John Ce dotwals,
i -qajor, Corps of “mgineers
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SOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICR c3—8481

RECEIVED ar
éKM 105 0B
NOME ALASKA DEC 31 1925
OLIVER .
ARC JUNE AU
ALL HOLDING FOR INSPECTION A VOUCHER IN FAVOR OF N J NEGUS FOR ELEVEN
HUNDRED DOLLARS FOR PERMANENT STAKING FROM MISSION TO BLACK RIVER THIRTY
FIVE MILES AT TEN DOLLARS PER-MILE THREE HUNDRED AND FIFTY FOLLARS COVMA
BLACK RIVER TO SCAMMON BAY THIRTY MILES AT TWELVE FIVE QOLLARS PER MILE
SEVEN HUNDRED AND F{FTY DOLLARS STOP Two BY FQUR EIGHT FEET LONG SPACED
FIFTY TO MILE ON SCAMMON BAY SECTlON LUMBER FURNlSHED BY ARC COMMA
AKULARUD #18S10N TO BLACK RIVER NATIVE WILLOWS s&x FEET ABOVE GROUND
AND SPACED FIFTY TO THE MILE STOQOP CAN K| NNEY RUN FROM UNALAKLEET T0

i !
3
%

MAKE THIS [NSPECTION

- BAUER

::.;

§ . .
T150PJAN 1 1926 X; y
& ‘ ‘s

CEC ROY¢ LSLET
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Juneau Alasgka January 2 1926

BAUER
NOHE

KINNEY WILL BE UNABLE INSPECT SCAMMON BAY;THAIE*STOP SUGGELT YOU WRIT:

SEVERAL. REISPONSIELE PERSONS IV VICINITY INCLUDING PRIZST I¥ CHARCE

oA

R . . . TR e
SKULARUD MISSION OCIA FATHER DELON AT HOLY CROSS AND EDYARDS OF HGTHN
COMMERCIAL CO AT OLD FORT HAMILTCY REQUESTING INFORVATION WHETHER WORK
SATISFACTORYLY PERFORMED AND MAXE PAYMENT IF REPLIRS RECEIVED ARE

SATISFACTORY
OLIVER

LEQ: IN ' ' ' ‘ o
~



Fortuna Ledge, Alaska, -
August 3rd, 1924.

Chas. D. Jones, Esq.,
Sup't Alaska Road Commiacion
Nome, Alacska. -

Lear Qir:

I am in receipt of your letter of the 25th ultbmo in re Mail Trail
ur the- Yuxon.

The in- comin\\and eut gé;;g mail for up river rointe, for the paet
two wintex seasoné\ came in and went out Via Willow Creek, that is to
gay, ‘the in-coming mall\ajter leaving Ohogamute went to Willow Creek
and then to this place. The mail leaving here weni to Willow Creek,
thence back and on up the Yukon River.

For the paest two seasons the ger Trail has been used in travellng
between this point and Wlllow\gr on account of the Tripod Trail be-
ing obstructed by fallen trees. and

The Tripod Trail is the route that wou
cleaned out. For one reascn; it is gl , and is in timber all of

the way, and can be used eaoh season, earlfer in the fell and later in
- the spring. - : N o -
, \ ’ |
The Finger Trail is Via a =eri°s of smal ghs, which are over-

flowed a good portion of the winter, it is also, over open country
~practically all of the way, and ia free of snow early in the spring.

. N
‘ The Tripod Trail is the route over which the\wagon road to Wmllow
Creek. should have been built, instead of the present Corduroy Road from
the landing, as it is over hlghar ground and is in timber all of the way, -
and it would not have taken any where near the amount of corduroy.

“"Pleasge refer to your letter of April 24, 1924, Sublect Trail Staking
etc., raragrarh 2, as follows: ’

*The Board does not feel disposed in view of the eli gh#ktonnage which
' might pass over the corduroy to have it repaired at the exXpense it would
now be, for if the camp ~continues to be a producer ‘it seems to me the
logical thing to do is to make Marshall the terminal of a road to Willow
Creek, in which this proposed bridge would be an integral part, as the use
‘of crawling type tractors has shown here their adaptability to most of

the conditions one has to contend with in Alaska, and from now on the
policy of the Board will be clesely along those lines.“

- It is my opinion, and I feel safe iIn saying, the opinion of all oif the
citizens here, who have lcoked into, and are interested in the matter,
that, The Board of Road Commissioners are right, in their conclusions.

The Tripod Trail is the only route over which a wagon road from Willow
Creek could be builst. . '

I am very sorry that,\you did not see your way clear, when you were
here last, to make a trip over the tefore mentioned trails.

FrC go% GSE3T



Chas. T. Jones August 3, 1924, o No. 2

Personally, I do not believe it will be much longer before it
will be neceseary to build a wagon road to Willow Creek, in order to
take care of the tonnage.

I believe that within the next couple of years, there will be
mining on Willow Creek onqaxmuch larger scale than has ever been done
in the past. I am basing conclueions on the prospecting that has,
and is being done on virgt (gxound. . A

My reason for this lengthyletier is, that I wiehed to show you
the need for repairing the Tripod Trai: '

Yours very truly,
George F. Méreh |
AN

U. ¢, Commieeloner
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on the policy of the Board-»¥1ll be clossly slong ,do &
lineeg" - I , , -

o Aillon Creex, in wh

., Ang, I f”?thr keliesve, ths proper way to gel regults wWasz to-
ack Tor bids, as you 4igd, cuﬁ, ag I ‘3Ld before, I aw a% a loss
to undetstand why al. of tie blde were rsjected, when 1 know that
some of the blds wers very reas cnaale. - '

I the Commirzion ﬂiu not.intend to have the wory done, as
ontlined in the cireulsr proposalns, at the tlme® the groposals
were poated, that ia to eay; If the proposals were o*dczﬁd peated
merely as a matter Q“ form, with no insentlon on the jaxrt of the
Commicelon of accertlag =»ny of the bids, I certaialy <o not spprove
of that progedure., It ir not fair to ask for bids for rr - jecte,
shen 44 caumer the nwiddern 50 lose a coup of duve. T4 thie
natance, W0 or ithree 0i the biddera crme in Trom Wilklow Creek to
11 the;r bida, causing then xwpnoe, lovs of %
ating a walz of over twenty milec :

time, and aeces i~

B L ” L, e . Yo Aty O R et g - 2, et
If thoxs i3 some obther rorson why tbe Lide were rejschsd, I,
] o & - . P SR
or one, Would Aike o ¥now the reasomn. .
. o i 4 b S Pl e LA by o - y N Rl

Tras Jt(a: SN L ZNROaa O8RF 1T0F o LN UDG aanner, SR B S B A
.o~ -+ —_
Seulg 1L i,

Toure very iruly,



Torduna Lodgze, Alarky,
P

Augunt ?ki; 13?4.

‘i*il'a G‘:’}B«,H. Da JCT\L“-S. .
fup?y Alaska Rosd Comml=slon,
Home, Alagka.

] I de e 2 Iy e ss & -y oy & e T - i I R

I am in greceics thin dats, of vour favew of the Ehth wdtive,
3 » E RN | - o IS . ‘
in 22 Rejuectlon of Bids. :

If the Alasks Road Commiseion intended o A6 the w0
lined in the €lroular propoeals, which vyou forwarded to me to
post, I see no reazon why one of the bides Wee not accept
Aally for bullding a bridge across Milson Crscke

The bld sutmitted by Mr. Jim Douglav in whleh he agrecd to
build the said bridge for *5OL°OG acvo'ﬂznb %o your «pt@ifqutLon
wase very rsasonable. In faet, ¥r. Douglans could not have bullt
the bridge for #500.0°, if he was not Tae owner and operztor of a
gzgoline propelicd ncow, and could 'land-ihe neceeszary timber and
gravel #lth eaid scoW a great deal chearer than any one el=«. Ag
you know, I hive ne@en Interested in xxzoxi vrriocus mini;b ventures
dn the rme 2» veare, and 8m more or lersz famillaxr with construct-
lon wory, and an in a poeitlon to know about how much 1t would

coet to tulld a bridge acro-s ¥Wilson Creck. :

The ondy bide that I eaw, were those submitted by Tom Plunkett, -
Jo. L. Johnaton and Jim Dougliasz, and, I consider anyone of the
three bids reamonable. I do not believe $hoet the Commie-lon uould
do the work for leos tn“n 51,000,000, by days isbor, and T doubi
very mueh {f 1t cou;ﬁ ¢ done for that &uoxnt. S

\

Mre Douglaazs, E&. Jommaton ang Mx. ‘l&nkLtb are all sood Te— |
litcle mel, and are in.a poslition o give bends 1Y nuceesury.
you will re smemiber, WHhen you wWers Jgre, L ¥ac the conecnsus
lon 4% sae mrbt,nb, thant, A bridge acroa~. ¥Tilzon Creci and
aLring r tne wery thet wae neoded 13

;
X

diaze vxc,n¢,,, and thnt 14 woull oost aibout F GC.U0 to
o .

H
o
HI R@ f"‘" Ofi La‘-..nk;, Heo T
«
W
Tildgetacrore Wilaon O

Claad G - i - — ) ., - k1 3 Lty b " N T
Seldse acroas Wileorn Oxrek hoe e o lly naeedsd every since
. e - ] P ey - w7 1 & e -7 ;
nt ohos e noatmuek, and mere esyool lly fhils lust Sousle of
A 1 - . 1 - €y S -

22 thers iz a0 rogudar ottt running to Wlllow Lanoing.
3 3 54
R | o - N . b B4
one Toing %0 Wil.ow Treack % the 0% ne 51
- o ~ R
530 40 sras o7 four ~lles In ordoyr S0 O0rovo,



Col Jzs. G. St=ese,

Pregideat Board Alasks Road Connlasion,
Junsau, Alzska.

Subiacti— Trail to Scammon Bay.

lew The U, S2 Marsaal at 8t. Michad®s , who made atrip to Scam-

mon Bay to »riag witasssss here to @ trial awll=d on me and

mad=s a statanmant a3 to th=2 conditions from the Axularuk Hizsion

to Scam-on Bay. I ‘intarview2d a trader from Scammon Buy a3 to E
the conditirns and ae confirmed ths Marshals stat:nmsnts. Tne 'g
conditiome as r2latad ars such that I am transmi-ting them to g
vou for your iaformatioam al ong with aa offer which tiae trades?f %‘d
at Scanmoa Eay made. ;ig
. ' 2
3:— I Dave already rrquastsd an allotment to be made for atakiag * Z
[€2]
the trsil to tis Hissiom. This tral woudd leave the Xotlik ‘g
Marshal trail Route 73A at OldHamiltom foljowiang tas Tukom for E
e . v Ao - s , -
gbout five miles wisrs it strikss scross the flats to Kwigarnti’ \ <
/) |adistance of about fourtesa miles tasnce tofFwichuk|a[diatnce Z
R =
2+ of ab-ut tweaty miles most of this distance teing on the scutia %
=]
forfg of the Yukonm thence tc Alaragamuth 8till follwwing the
Yukon $3 a distance oftvlsve miles tasacs ovar a rcrtage to tae
Mizeiona.
o ’ R



—D

$2= Mr. Negus the trad:r at Scammoa Bay offers to kaul tae
staxes frem St. Michesls frae of cost to the Commissican and to
inapect ghe stakiag wibhout expenss to the Commission, if the
Commisaion will furniskz the staxes and heve thie trail ssakad.

- Mr Depue the Marshal stat-d to e that he was lcat votk
going to and coming from Scammon Bay and that ia the rsturn trip
2e hed hirsd & aative guide Dbut that they ware caugiht in a storm

and had to sleep ,out all night with a falliag t2uperature, «s tham

4

wad nothing tc 3acw whare thasy were whaa the facts were that thaey

s

sad come tc within e fow miles of Black River village.

74— Mr Chris Gundmasen a fur buyer told mea last winter of the
conditi-ns at Scammon Bay «nd statcd that he also had had to sleasp
out dus to ons of the sudden stuoms ovartaxing Rim on this section
»f the trail.

3

8:— There is quite & bit of travel in this sectiorn and as thare
i@ only one pass through the mountaine waick 2xtend eastwards for
forty wi es from Cape Romanzof all the trave from Nelson Island
also has to come through Scammon Bay.

§3— Mr Negus statsd ghat e taough t a comtract could be let to

do the staxing for fifte=a dollars psr mile. The two by fours

would kave to bs shirped from hsre to St. Michaels as thars ars

___nons obfdinadble at St. Michaels and zs the rats oa lumber from



Nome  April 18, 1924
Steese  Juneau
« o« o« o If ailotments are to be made for Kako Marsnall aand Akuiaruk
trail circulars propusals should be sent now exhibit fork same appiles
Huav River and Riiey Cnannel shelter cabins stop « .«
Jones

Juneau  April 1Y, 1Y24
Jones Nome
Yours 18tn trails aucd cabins tnerein approved aliotment wiil
T E0LlOWe o o o (Orig. tel. 4-18-24 tiled 13/31-0)

Steese



Juneau, Alamksa, July 9, 1924

Lultens
None

Your wire Juna twenty sixth and Jones letter April temth if
irssent authorization for Axularuy Mission trail does not cover extension
to Scammon Bay later also aunthorized provided sufficient balance your
reserve to cover All available road and traill funds for Npmé district
to March first have beem already allotted to you therafors all future
recomondations after existing reserve or other savings are exhausted
must go uver until ﬁext year. Reference ninth paraéraph Jones letter
April tenth advise this office any purchases desired from outsidg |
Assign route number seventy three ¢ to 01d Hamilton Akularuk Mission and
seventy'three D to Scammon Bay extension.

Steese
JGS/fme
Mle

Conf.
RePu

2 TR Y QAT
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: Nome June 26, 1924
Agnew Juneau

Retel Agiapuk trail allotment asked twelve hundr:d dollars
stop regarding previous obligations were made by Jones authorized
from Juneau and are as yet to be received bid price of
contracts comma estimatad as follows Unalakleet St.Michaels three
hundr=d dollars Unalakleet Xaltag five hundred dollars Kako
three hundrzd dollars Akularuk fifteen hundred dollars Foot
Fills Bonanza eight hundred dollars Marshall trail two hundred
dollars local repairs four hundred dollars total estimate four
thousand dollars stop Did not have knowledge of above obligations
when r eporting this project.

Lukens

(Orig. tel. filed 13/137-2)



august 6, 1934,

Hr. Poel W, Imith,

Speclal Assistant to Seoretary of the Interior,
Alasks Hallread,

asmenornge, Alaaka,

Ey dear ¥r, Smitht

Refarring to our conference ol yeaterday
I nave to asdvine that I have sent ihe following telegranm
to ouxr Hensnn superintandent concerning proposed road work
to conneet the Alasks Rallroad with the mines on ive Creek
0 distance of twelve miles ezst of the rallrnad nesr mile 372.

$anilrocd monsgement will Ywaild siding for flwa
Cresk wnen required, Therafora sxpenditure five
thousand dollars nrior to ¥arch flrst aushorized,
Aliotrens wili follow from Junsau,®

 As I advlsed you yesterday, our provoaed
road will reach the railroad about one-third mile aouth of
yvour exlating passing track north of JFerry., ‘hen shipments
begin to arrive 1t will require a four or fMive car siding,
whicht our engineer estimntes will involve an expenditure
on the part of the Alaska Zailroad of about $400,00,

JGS/JIB Cordially yourn,

Jan, G. iiteesa,
Preasident,

Fre dok 65637



. Anchorage, Aug. 6, 1924,
Edmunds,
Fairbsnks,

Advise Haaslem railroad manogement will build siding .for Ewva Creek
when required, Therefore expenditure five thousand dollars prior

to ¥arch {irst suthorized, Allotment will follow from Junesu,

e
Stoeese,



February 14, 1924

Mr, Val. Dlebold
Jernana, Alaska

Dear 38ir:

Your letter of January 2lst, addrasssed to
¥Mr. Tayler, has been brought to my attention.

. In reply I have to advise that this Board
is anxious to afford whatever relief our rescourses
will permit and the devsloprment of your district may
warrant, and to assure you that same will have our
. due consideration in formulating this aseason's

program,
Very trﬁly yodrs,
P. As Agnew

Jecretary
PAA/ fme
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Fzrry, Jan. 21st, 1924.
Mr. Iks Tayvlaer,
Chisef Enginéer,Alaska Road Commission,
Juneau, Alaskacs
Dear Mr. Tayler;
About 3 y2ar agc [ spaks to you abaut the wants af a3 waden
road from the Rail Road to the Totatlanika and Banifield Country, at

that time soms of us 2lso circulatsd and signsd a petition for a Road

,.,,f‘_,r

from either Healy or Lignite, and I fcrwarded the sams to Major John
Gotwads; Since that time thinds havs chanded soms, The trail we used to
travel from Healy, to the mouth of Lignite Crssk was totally washed out
last summer for a long distance, during the high water in the Nenana River.
The land over which we traveled with Pack-Horses, en the right bank of the
Nenana, is gone. The River now runs up adalnst a Dornendlﬂalar bank for
a lcng distance, a cut bank about two hundrsd fe et high, strgisht up-and+dawn..
Now thsprafare the cast af a road in that way would be zxcssgive and impr-
actical, and going up Hsaly Fork for gsveral wmiles, as we did after ths washaut
last summer, then over the Divide; We found ths divide at the lowsst place
too high and stzep for sithsr wagon ar sl= dh, besides the snovVijes in some
of those high draws and head of those high gulches nearly all summer, and
Horses cannot go thruogh those drifted snow-banks, which do nat disapsar
until July and come again ths last of Augpht..

Now most all of us in thers, havs decided tc go by way of Fsrry, (Mils 371)

in the futurs, it is 2 littls further for some of us, but it is the best and



easiest routs. I would write to Major Gotwsls and explain, but I know
naothing of his whersaboutes, nor what position he now holds.

I believe a petition was sent to Colaenel Steese, Chairman of the Alaska
Road Ccﬁmission, a short time aga, asking for a Wagan Road from Ferry, Mile
871, via Eva Creek, into the abeve mentianed country. I hope that Gentleman
as well as yourself will treat that with oonsideration.‘ By way of Eva Creek
frem the Rail Road, is the natural route into that country, a good botism all
the way and the hills are not steep. Mining and development work doing on
all along the routs, after you get six miles from the Rail Road, espscially
on kva Creek..

Should the Road Commission see fit to start on a road hers tﬁis coming spriﬁg;
then many of us would be willing te assist; I for one am willing te furnish
either a man or a team of Horses, I would gladly furnish beth if I could.

Trusting your Commission will see fit tc do something for us and the

Country lying east af here this coming spring or summer.

T Remain Yours Very Resp.

il DolAtd



. ;'f
Room 20302 Munitions Building, N (-{\ A
tashington, DeCe {\
January 3ly 1924.

ire S« Re Moora,
Forry, Aluskie
(Mile 371, Alasia Milroad)

Ny dear Mre HNoora:

Your lottor of the OHth instent inclosing a poetition

£ the rosidents of the Totatlaniks and Domniflodd districts,
Alasic, for road work has Jjust boen forwuarded fIom ocur Junsau
offico. As you Xnow, woe have received soveral petitlions
urging different routes into these diztricts. During the
past ceason ve hul several of those rcoutes investiguted and
hone by mext ssuson to have the best route definitsly de-
tarminade

Just at present Major (Cotwals and I sye wrangling
with Congress over appropklations and can mal® no definite
pluns wntil we learn what our probable resources are to bee

Meanwhile I wish to assure you that we have not lost
gight o? the progress of events in the Totatlaniica and 3onni-
fisld districts and are suxious %o afford whatever rolief
our resources may permit and the dovelopment of these dis~
tricts may warrant.

Cordially ;mﬁrs,

Jag. G Stoasa,
Prosident.
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Juneau, Alaska.

Ne e

To the Alaska Road Commission, ’

{

-We, the undersigned, miners, prospectors, mine owners, trap-
pers, and other residents of the Totatlanika and Bonnifield dis-
tricts Alaska, do hereby reSpecyfglly represent to your honorable
Board and petltion as follows:

That, in the Totatlanikas and Bonnifield dlstricts situate
in an easterly direction from the Alaska Reilroad &and north of
the Alasks Range, -there are many promising quartz and placer pros-

- ‘pects, but that the deveopment of said country has been greatly

retarded by reason of the fact that there have been heretofore
no means of getting supplies into that country, except et great
expense, &8s there are no wagon roads to serve thet district.

Thet we are. satisfied that, 1f a wagon road was constructed
in such & place as would Serve both said districts and lessen the
cost of landlng supplies.and equipment, there would be & great
deal of mining activity in that section for meny  years to come.

- That we suggest that the most feasible route for construct-
ing 2 wagon road and the route that would serve the greatest

number of peopg with the least outlay for road construction,

would be one extendlng from the government Railroed, at or near
the station of Ferry (mile 371), extending thence in an easterly

-direction to the head of Eva Creek, and thence downstream approxi-

mately to the confljence of Evae Creek and McAdem Creek, from ,
which point the rosd could be constructed in an easterly direc-
tion by such route &s to your honorsble Board shall seem most
advisable, .

Wherefore, we respectfully pray that you take such steps as
may be necessary to cause said road to be constructed at the
earliest possible date.

Name: - Address: Occupation:
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Qctober 31, 1924

Miss C. Ca Held,
Ue Se Commissioner
Henzna, Alaska

Dear Madams

Your letter of August 1lith to Colonsl Steese
regarding location of read to be duilt by the Alaska Road
Commisaion from Ferry to Iva Croek was reforred to me for
reply.

Mr. Taylor, Assistant Engineer of this Commise
sion, went over the ground with iir. Haslem this fall and
from his report and a sketch of the vicinity sent me by
Mr. Haslem I sn confident that the best location for the
road was selecoted by Mr. Haslem.

v The chief ¢odlection which you urge to the location
selected 1s that irs Diebold has gbtained all the avallable
ground zs part of his homestead. The railreoad, however, has
8 right of way 200' wide = 100' on each side of the track -
and when they build a spii at this location, as they have
-promised to do, they will take an additional strip of 100'.
This ground will be avallable for cabins, temts, warehouses,
eta., and should be ample for all present or reasonably
prospective needs. There is no apace equally sultable for
this purpose along side the present slding.

~ The maximum grade on the road as built by ur,

Haslem is ten per cent which is not excessive for a road of
this class.

gac 8oy 65637
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Ze

syparently the miners had & misapprehension as to
the extext of the aontrol r. Diebold would have over the
the road. 1 hope thet, with this

ground at the terminus of
tion, you end they w11l sgree with me that the best

possible fecation wos selested.

Very trulye

Lonsford E. 0liver
Engineer Qfficer
156/ fme
CoCe to Haslem, Henans.



WAR DEPARTMENT | SN
BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA ','

FAIRBANKS, ALASKA

N

 Qcteber 1731924

Major Lunsford F,Oliver
Engineer Officer =~ '

Alaska Road Commission

Juneauny Alaska

-

Dear Sir: C
In Renly to yeur letter of September 15,concerning conditiens
at Ferry,the Terninus of the new read te the Tetatlanika mining districs

Enclosed please find skeich Which I have made from data actually  X°
ebtained on the greund, This sketch should show &t once why I chose nw\$
as I did, The location suggested by @Gormissioner Heid from an ecsanonie
standpeint i3 in my judgement under peesent conditiens ou’ of the ques-
tion, You will noete that at the presseni siding the main line is in a
cut with very steep slope 100'high and that the side track on which it
would e neceasary te build a freight shed is on a bhank from 7 to 14!
high,which is only wide enough fer the itrack and slopes directly inte
a marsh that is very boeggy and sometimes becomes inundated with water,

A spur:-er siding to held about 7 cars has been promised by the
railroad officials as is shown en sketch, The cost of this spur is
almest negligant in cemparison te the cost of additienal read that
would have to be built te reach present siding and in either case the
U,S,has te stand the ceoat, ' - N :

The railread claims 100' on either side of the center line of the
main track,and wherever there is a side track they elaim 200'yhich
gives ample rnom for warehouses etc, '

The statement made that I used roads bhlazed by Crueger and Diebold
is wreng., I did fellow about the lecation of Diebold's read on which
he had dene approximately $200,00 worth of werk,hut his grade was se
steepthat we cut under it from 4 to 10' having to clear away the debris
thrown down by him at considerakle extra labor,

” Y vear ago vwhen I nade an inspectien of
the rgigbgagl%e%§dK§§smﬁﬂgéofnacgsg a gtandard road was everpbuilt to
the Totatlanika district,that the proper location would probably be wkm
about where it was afterward actually built, This was nerelg a discusse
jon with diffevent people located in the vicinity in the interest of

g ¢ ‘ ould hest serve thaumsjor portion of ke
%ﬁgggiggeggiﬁgén szig%glghﬁgswtgied to capitaliza.on it Ey gtaking a
homestead at the terminus,it dont much alter the situatien a s I am
certain that what has ®een done meets with the approval ef the najerity,

Trusting this infermation is adequate I remain

e

yHanlem
superintendant
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Jeptember 15, 1924

¥re He Go Haslem
Asst. Superintendent
Alasica Road Commission
Renana, Alasgka

Dear Sirs

I encloss copy of a letter from r. Cu Ce
Hdold, Us Se¢ Commissioner at Nenana, regarding the road
to the Totatlanika district; «lso copy of a sketch
made by him showing conditions at Ferry. Please write
me fully regarding the conditions there so that I may
properly answer higs 1etter. _

Very truly yours,

Lunsford E« 0liver

Engineer Officer
LEO/fme

Encls.

T-121/¢T



Juneau, Alaska, Octe 23, 1924

Haslem
Nonans

Raquest reply my letter September fifteenth regarding
Eva Creel Road

LEO/fme
File
Conf.
ReFe

Oliver



Juneau, Alassita, Awgust 27, 1924

Haslam
Fairbanks

Yours twentiath allotment number Eva Craek four Y twalve
Route numher sighty eight 4
- Stoase
JG8 /ffﬁﬁ
File

Cour.
R.F.



UNITED STATES COMMISSIONER

TERRITORY OF ALASKA

NENANA PRECINCT

NENANA,
August 11, 1924,

Col, James G, 3teese,
Alaska Road Commission,
Anchorage, Alaska.

Dear Sir: ==

Durinz the past winter and spring, and only within the
past few weeks, miners and prospectors called at ny office, as
being U. 3. Comaissioner, 1in regard to the proposed road to be
built by the Alaska Road Commission, from Ferry, lile 371, on the
Alaska Railroad, to the Totatlanika country, %c. They informed
me as followg: -= ,

"That the 6ld, original trail is very steep; that
Mr. Crueger cut a road (marked"a™on map herewith}), for 700 £t,,but
which was abandoned as not being practicabls, too steep; that
Mr, Val., Diebold had located a Homesteal along the Alaska Railroad
at Ferry, and had taken in every square foot of Imvel ground there;
that he had blazed a road from his homestead for 900 ft. (marked "B")
to connect with this abandoned road; that Mr. Haslem had made a
preliminary survey and that he recommends using this 900 f£t., of
road blazed by Diebold and connect with the 700 ft. road cut by
Crueger; that a far better road and grade could be obtained by keep-
ing up along the ridge (marked "@") and come out on the railroad
gome 1/4 or 1/2 mile above Diebold's homestead, near the Water Tank
@n the Railrcad; that this place would afford & natural and easy
grade; that aside of this,Mr. Diebold having controlled every avail-
able foot of ground for his homestead, there would be no space for
the miners to put up cabins, tents, &c., to stop while waiting for
traing when coming out of, or going into the hills at that point;

that they would be at the mercy of Diebold and could obtain permission

to use space on the homestead only by courtesy of Diebold; that i+t
would place a hardship on the country to have the road built as now
recormended by Lir. Haslem, as 1t would be quite steep, when coning
and going with a pgck on their back; that it was the consensus of
opinion tha nothing would be done in regard to the road this year,
otherwise some definite action would have heen taken on the part of
the miners and prospectors in that section, who are at this time in
the hills busily engaged in their work; that in case the Hecla
Mining Co. now holding options on many quartz claims on Eva Creek
would take them up, there would rot be a foot of ground they could
acquire there for their own use, such as space for warehouse, cabins,
barns, %c.; that the reason why Diebold located his Homestead at

T-1e1/€1



the mouth of the outlet of all that country is quite obvious; and
that the best iaterests of aAlaska, of the miners, operators and
brosvectors would be best served if the Road be bullt as outlined,
to-wit, along the ridge and touching the Railroad near the Water
Tank, or thereabouts, where a spur of the Railroad is built.

I take the liberty to acquaint you with the foregoing -
in sympathy with the many miners, operators and prospectors in
the section named, as well as for myself, being interested in some
ground on Platte Creek upon which several men have taken & lease
for the gseason of 1924, who also concur with the opinion as herein
glven, and am placing the matter before you with the hope that you
will look into this matter and give it your kind consideration.

Very respectfully yours,

@ @ ok

U. 8. Commissioner,

ROAD COMM
ALASKﬁquAu ALASKA
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WAR DEPARTMENT
BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA
JUNEAU, ALASKA

Nov. 12, 1325

LEMO TO Cuu. 37i3

I am forwarding atiached hereto lir. E. B. O'Coanor's
letter of Oct. 1)th and my recly concerning the construction of a
spuar o the Home-3nelion Tram to Pllgrim Hot Springs. This letter
was just receantly received and as it happened ir. Lukens visited
the office when I had the letter a2t hand. e discussed the matter
$2il and I might say that it was his oninion that the project

At the same time I received a2 groupn of snapshots from
Wome covering the season's work and interesting sidelights. Two
of these pictures received were views of B. B. O!'Connor's home nesr
Hot Springs. Hr. Lukens called my attention to the fence around
O'Connor's place nicely constructed with our winter trail siaking
laths. You will note the red flannel cloth still sticking to the
ends of the laths. Lokens told me that he had visited O!'Connor's
place esrly in the spring and just after O'Connor had built the
fence, The red cloth was unfaded indicating that the laths which
were given him 13£§b9 ea;}y part of the winter for trail stsking
were not ased. A1Y this is an interesting sidelight on the accoupany-

ing letter.

H. Z. Fisher
Disbursing Officer

HEF /RMJ

Incls.
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‘E,BJNCommr,A
{ome Alaska
April S5Sth, 1926,

Mr, J.G Steeae
980’ Munitions Blildihgg
Washington D,C,

My dear Mr, Stsesse;-

It seems ~uite : jok? when I read your 1attsr raferrsi
ing to ths: pictures of my house with th: fencs of trail st2kss on 8¢céo
count of tn3 history surrounding those stakes of which you could know
nothing,. . : ' ” _
Howevar I will explapn ,for thrye years I havs bsen sStaking
the peice of trail just below my homs &nd S2lmon L3ke &8nd up the river
at the head of the 1lake & distancs of ovwar IO miles,I tried th get std
stakes from jones in th2 summer S¥E{ of the first wintsrs staking,and
proposad hl3uling them and staking for nothing,I got no stakes from the
road commission,thersfore dscidsd to try and find some around the shor
of the lake as I had noticad Auite & few 182ths and much mors drift ,

I succeeded in finding ovsr 600 old 8t3kss but as I %as on fo
foot without 2 boat I simply stacked them up in 1ittle piles figuring
on gatting them 1&ter with th2 boat ,7hieh I did not do,

However in the fall whsn ths ice come on the shors I w3nt up
¥ith the dogs and sled and gathsred up what I coiuld find of them 2 1lit
tle over hpp,T used them that winter in st@king and in the spring I
picked up &3 ma8ny &8s I could 23 the trajl wa&s bre2king up on the l2ke,

This sefson I got from jones &bout 4 bundles of stakes hpoo new
8t 8kes and staked &gain that wintar in the spring I sayed 211 the st2

sgakes I could agajin,andas I had made & 1ittle garden which the dogs
and children could not kee; off of,I put up @ post abreast of XKL one
end of the house 2&bout I2 fset from houde , then put &nother pust &bout
I5 £t from first postabout sams distance from house and &s you will 8

896 on looking clo8ely a8t the pictures you refer to you will find no
r8il or peice of wood to which the 1aths &re fasten2d,I simply stretch
ed two Btrings of wire @ear the top ,2bout the middle "and near the bot
tom of the 1aths and then set the 18ths in the wire as if weadving them
80 they would be all right for the,trajil again n3xt winter &nd do the
same thing e22ch summer was my jntention,l18s8t year I got one bundle of
stakes ,in 811 8 tot81 of 5 bundles of stakes and ataked the trail for
three yeary a180 repajted a shelter cabin a2t Iron Crsek and 211 the r
recompenss I received was an o1d wrecked car to try and fix up for mys
891f to use on the rajlroadand this year ¥X $32, 00 cash which I cond

sjder viry sconomicdl peice of work,and if others would ha1p as much
we would have & 1ittle more money to get better roads and trajils to th

the interior of the country.,Perhaps you c&n 8se the joke &s I 8se 1t
The fan ce of salvaged stakes to be used next season &3 they &re und&‘_
damagsd and in & good placs doimg service in Summer &3 well 28 winter,
Am very sorry that it looks impossible to get &nything da!
on the Tram but beleive you will do your utmost to do something 2s 8T
soon a8 possible, &nd thank you 8inceraly for the interesst you havs
taken in this subject I &m
¥ours truly, '
,7/
:;%2/'2;j dvun41‘
e

E,B, 'Connor



hiwv e miar e otuisc o 2308 lanitions tullding
Tashinton, Te le
Jamary 20, 1926

dre e De (¥Wonnor,

Joma, lasite -
iy dear Ire 0% onno:

T have recontly rusched
Tashingtan $9 Tind your letter o dotober 13, 1925, and
capy of reuly of Lisuwtenant isher datod Jovonber 13,
19284 I alsg have two pictures of yowr home showing
3 fonce congtructed out of lath fuwrnished for marking
winter trailas, the red cloth atill being asttached to
said lathe

with redsronce to the
axtenzsion of the Jomw-lhelton Tram to Pllgrim Hot Springs,
I have tg advize that nething can be dono witheut
spaciiloc suthorizatlon from Comgross. Thars 1s a bill
now in Congress rolating to this tram line dbut oven it
it should pass 1t would still require ooaperative agroa-
ments by the Territory of ilaska and oursslvas.

At this tinme, thersiore,

e are anable Lo paichase rail or otherwise consider P
ey i
this projecte | J”f S/ 5
Tary truly yours, 7
ALASEA ”&)AB POAMISSION Jag « e Gtesse,
JUREAU  AhnoAd © Iresidont, .laska Dood Comaizsion.

FES 1 Gy
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Hav. 12, 1925

dr. . B. 0'Connor
Home, Alaska.
Hy deur Hr. O'Conuor:

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of Oct.
19th dirscted to Col. Steese, concerning the extansion of
the Nome-Sheltom Tram to Pilgrim Hot Jprings postoffice.
Col. Stease has gone to ¥ashingtoan %0 appear before Con-
gresaional Comuitteas to abtain further appropriations for
next season's work. I am foywarding your letter %o him
for his reforence.

1 mms unable to venturs a zuess as to the possi-
bility of abtaining further appropriations during the coming
season for the extenaion of the trammway which you request.
The federal governmment .fs5’ ambarked upon a prograz of sconony
and 1t 1s very uncertain at this date Just what »{ll be %the
outcome of our various reguasts for nesded appropriatiocns.
Your letter on the abova matter will be of spacial interest
and an aid to the Colonel in preasnting the details of the
particular project which you are intercated in. Thanking
you for your kind information on this subject, I am,

Cordlally jyours,

@

Hd. B. Fisher
Disbursing Vfficer

BEF/R#J

Copy to Col. Stease, with 0'Connor's letter.

ST-OHT /ST
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Qatober 2’ la?’.‘jo

Mr. B. B. G'Comnor, ey
Home, Alaghka.

My dear Mr. O*Connor:

Upon my arrival in Tashington yesterday, I found a
copy of your letbter of August 20 addressed Lo me at our
Junesu office with reference to your diffioult trip in get-
ting Captain Cundbaok out from Pllgret Hot “prings to Homa.
As 1 am personmnlly familiar with that country I can fully
appreciate your difficulty.

Last sumuer I received a letter from Captain Sundbmok
through the %vernorts office, as a result of whish I have
direated our Nome “uperintendent to submit complats report
upon work needed on this treail, svailabllity of surplus
rrils, etc. This will be followed up by our Junesu ofifloe
in due course. what rellef, if any, it may be poasible to
afford, will of course depend apon fature negotlatdions w»ith
the Territorial Board in the watter of avalilable funds and
recommendations reccived from our Nome Superintendent.

. He are espeoially pleazed o lesrn of the general
approval of the work of our repres:ntatives durlng the paat
saveral years, Mr. Lakens and Mr. Bouer. Y am expooting to
some to MHome early nsit semson and trust then to have the
pleasure of going over these satlers wore fully with you,

Cordially yours, )(
i

LA

v
X Jemes @, Steese,
Prasident, Alasks Road OComminsion.

£, MOS89 avay vney
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TERRITORY OF ALASKA
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
JUNEAU

GEO. A. PARKS

GOVERNOR

July 30, 1935.

Col. James G. Steese,
President, Alaska Road Commission,
Juneau, Alaska
Dear Colonel Steese:-
This will acknowledge receipt of vour letters of
July 10th and 13th on the following subjects:

July 10th - Kruzgamapa Hot Springs Tram
f ft "o n "

13th -
" 13th - Tuluksak-Aniak route. — 73/ FHC
"  13th - Hearings recently held at Hyder.-éo%/;l,7Frﬁ/

T

Copies of the first two letters have been made and

forwarded to Captain Sundoback, of Nome, for his information.

2T-941/¢

The letter regarding Tuluksak-Aniak route has been filed
and the letter regarding the Hyder hearings, together with
inclosures has oeen referred to the Bureau of Public Roads

for investigation and report.

Very truly you

ﬁ 'f";

ALASZA ROAS COMMISSION

JUNEAU ALASKA e

JUL 23 1925 RV

FRE




July 13, 1925

/‘\.‘.‘1 Y
Superintendent v
Alaskn Road Commission Rt
Yows, Alaska. '

Dear sirs
I am iinclosing herewith gopy of a letter

from J. Sundback of June 1l0th last addresased to Gov.

Parks, and capy of letter I have addressed to the
Governor on this date.

It is desired that at the close of the
season you submit a report upon this situation.

Tours very truly,

Jas. G. Stoese
Pregident
Alaska Boad Commission

J6s /aug

Incls.

2T-9HT /ST



July 13, 1325

Hon. George A. Parks
Governor of Alaska
Juneau, Alaska.

¥y dear Govarnor:

Refarring furiher $o your latter of the 9th inat. inclosing
copy of a letter of June lLO0th from J. Sundback of Nome, and to my reply of
the 10th inat. [ have 2o advise that I have just received the following wire
from our Juperintandent at Nowe:

"Retel tenth surplus rails stop ¥o surplus rails stop
On hand for tamporary siding and repalrs approzimately five
thousand lineal fedt or two thuusand five hundred track feet
forty pound"«

This refors to the statement in Mr. Sundback’s latter in shich ke quueed from
Father Fosts:

"Can't you do something with the avthoritiaes »ho have charge
of the rails that are acattarsd alone the track g0 as to
get rails anough togethar to build a spur from the railroad
to thia placel”

M'the distence in queastion ia 7 milse it will de apparent
from the above talegras that new rall would have $0 be securad for practically
the antire diatance.

- A& full report of the eatire situation cvering i:rcbahh troaf-
fic, period during which other means of transportation canuot de utilized, otc.,
will be submitted at 2 lager date. ,

Cordially yours, -

LY

Jas. G. Jtaesa
President
Alasion Road Commisaion

JGS /m

Copy to 4r. Bauer, with inclosurs Sund tack’s letter.




WAR DEPARTMENT

BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALLASKA

JUNEAU, ALASKA
‘ October 2, 1925.

equirements in remote sections.
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I am attaching hareto copy of letter and two photographs from
Mr. E. B. O'Connor of Nome, Alaska, together with copy of my reply.
This letter is typical of conditions throughout widely scattered and
remote sections of the territory. It is, of course, impracticable
s for %this Board to provide adequate relief for such special cases,
but we are doing a great deal of trall werk which affords considerable
reliéf for ordinary travele.

In the instant case it is known that sufficient surplus rails
are not available nor would the construction of such road or trail
sultable for wheel travel to this small settlement be justified.
However, we can and will stake this trail for winter #ige with dog
¢led and do such work as may be practicabls at small expense to relieve
somewhat the arduousness of summer travel over "niggerhead flats",

It might be added that Captain Sundbeck, a well~known and
substantial old-timer on Seward Peninsula, died in Seattle thnis fall
during the amputation of one of his legs. ZLack of road facilities
was not in any degree responsible for his original condition but no
dou®t seriously .delaved his securing nesessary and adequate medical
treatment.

Jas. G. Steese,

4 inclos., viz: , L
2 photographs; /Yw &7
Copy of lstter from Mr. E. B. O'Connor;

Copy of reply to Mr. B, B, O'Conncr.

)
’ » /“[’f'\;’;’»";?
NDZAR Y
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WAR DEPARTMENT

BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA
July 20, 1935

Mr Hawley W Sterling
Superintendent

Alaska Road Commission
Anchorage, Alaska

Dear Sir @

As instructed by you, I left»Anchorage July
9th for Nuka Bay, returning to Anchorage July 19th.

Wet and windy weather prevailed thruout most
of that time hampering me somewhat in the location of the
traill in that locality.

Nuka Bay is 75 miles from Seward and can be \i”
reached in 13 hours by gas boat. Aboub half that NS
distance is over unsheltered or unprotected sea which i
can only be crossed by small gas boats when the weather A
is reasonably calm, v

\

Pete Sayther( Herring Pete) operates three =

small gas boats on this run, the largest having a carry-
ing capacity of twelve tons.

Mining develpments and prospecting in that
locality, are all confined to quartz veins, The chief
prospects and mining being on the upper end of 8keen
Arm and up the right limit of Nuka River, though several
grospectors are developing ore veins on other arms of this

ayY e«
’ The Alaskan Hills Mining Company has eracted
a mill of 15 tons capacity daily and employ ten men in
mining and crushing ore. This mine is situated about
1% miles from tide water on the right bank of Nuka River,

A very poor foot brail had been cut along the
hillside between these two points, supplies and machinery
having been freighted up the river duging the winter
months and any additional summer supplies packed wp the

FRC BOY 65637



river at opportune times, as this river can only be
crossedby pack horse occasionslly during the suumer.,
Transportation on the river ice 1s only possible between
January lst and the end of March. Any winter f£ldédds
destroy the trail and also make this route at times very
dangerous and impossible to travel on.

This company has spent $§ 45,000,00 on the construct-
ion of a mill and mine development work. A fissure vein
varying in thickness from 1 foot to 5 feet has been
uncovered for 500 feet and considerable tunnel and stope
work done on same. I was informed by manager Andrews that
the mine is on a paying basis and will geld much better
retuns when the treatment of the ore has been solved.

At the upper end of Skeen Arm the valley is
approximately a mile wide, Iron Creek following the left
bank and Nuka River the right bank of this valley, makes
any valley trail location useless. As both these are
glacier streams connected at intervals thruout the flat
land between them.

Nuka River as shown on the map is only from five
to six miles long but prospectors who have been up the
valley state that it is over twenty-five in length. This
country has not yet been prospected and as the country rock
is of the same kind as around Nuka Bay, should also hold
good ore bearing veins.

A heavy stand of spruce lumber covers the valley

. between these two rivers. Spruce trees also grow on both
sldes to an elevation of 500 feet, above which is thick
alder brush and high grass. The snow fall in this locality
varies from 3 feet to 6 feet and heavy rains occur at any
season of the year. In many places even at this late date,
last winters snow still remains.

Skeen ATm is well protected from wind by high mountains,
but a long Bravel flat prevents gas boats from anchoring
near the entrance of the creeks, though exceptionally deep
water, as*at Seward is obtatned in the lower part.

Foreman Moore has pitched camp on a small knoll about
a quarter of a mile from Nuka River mouth and close to
edge of high tide. A small tent owned by the Alaskan
Hills Mining Company is also near this point,



A I made a reconnaissance for a trail on both banks,
also up the valley, but the only safe and shortest route,
the only one that will serve present néeds and able to be
extended, is along the West bank of Nuka River. As the
river follows closely along the foot of a very steep hill
side, I located the trail with varying grades to sult the
easlest construction.

Commencing at tide water 100 yards below the point where
Nuka River enters the tide flat, a grade of 15 % for 100 feet
had to be put in to reach the top of a rock bluff from a
sheltered point on the tide flat. It was possible to locate
the beginning of the trail above this point but there the
river is likely to form a deep channel, making the entire trail
useless on that account. In the event of this trail being
widened for wheel traffic, a short rock £ill, the material for
which could be obtained from a thorough cut, could be easily
built. BSlack grade was put in from station 1 plus 00 to 3 plus
00, totake care of this possible work,

At station 4 plus 40 g small creek had to be crossed. Solid
roock has to be excavated for 150 feet in this section.

At station 16 plus 00 a much larger creek with a fan delta
extending to the river has to be crossed. A minus grade -
of 8 % for 300 feet was located into this.creek and across the
moraine. '

If the rising grade line was followed along the hill side
from station 13 plu; 00, very heavy rock work would have to
be done as the creck at this elgva 3 _very steep and
‘narrow. Very little excavatio%%?r§m8§§§§{3n 13 plus 00 to
station 17 plus 10 where the location leaves the creek bottom
and rises on 14 % grade to station 25 plus 50. The reason for .-
such a steep grade is that a perpendioular rock bluff 300 feet
high projects into Nuka River, and around the base of which no
road could be built except at great expense.

From station 35 plus 50 to 30 plus 30,the location forx
the first two stations I8 near ‘the rim of this steecp bluff,
about half the excavati®n being iw solid pock. The remaining
stations of this sectlion are around Home Stake Gileh. This
gilch is very steep and solid rock is encountered all along
these stations,



James H. Foster has a prospect tunnel about 230 feet
above the grade line in this gulch. A seam of velned quartz
on a sheer zone varying in thickness seems a likely locality
for a future mine. He informs me that thls 6 inch vein
assayed $ 135.00 per ton.

Otis Harrington has a trail golng from his cabin at
station 16 plus 00 up the hill to a new mine location on
which he intends to install a small mill.,

From station 30 plus 30 to station 40 plus 80, the
location was made along the side hill with a minus grade
of from 6 to 8 %, varying to avoid several points of solid
rock that project thru the slide tock., At station 40 plus
80 the location is near the river bank 6 feet above high
water mark,

At 41 plus 50 another creek is crossed. This creek has
a small delta over which little construction is needed to
station 44 plus 10 where a rock slide to station 46 plus 60
has t0 be dealt with. As this slide shows recent activity
on account of the river washing away its base, thls section
will likely cause considerable upkeep after belng benched.
No other location is possible over this slide which begins
far up the hill slde.

From 46 plus 60 a new location was made along the side
hill to 50 plus 47 at which station a long dry gravel btar
is encountered which extends for a quarter of a mile to the
Alaskan Hills Mining Company camp. This camp is situated
300 feet from the mill site and about &+ of a mile from the
%ine which is on an elevation of 500 feet above the river

ottom, .

No location was made beyond station 50 plus 47 as the
gravel bar can be used for pack horses, except at high
flood intervals thruout the year. Should the Nuka River
change its course and invade this section a further location
of new trall would have tc be made along the bank, but as
this section 1s very steep and rocky, I did not locate any
trail there. I was assured by Mr Andrews that the trail
ending at that station would meet with their requirements,
The entire location is thru heavy alder brush and spruce
trees. Tha rock being a schist can be drilled and excavated
fairly easily.



SUMMARY

Clearing and grubbing 5047 feet
Side hill excavatiqg?

Slope varying from 10° to 80° 4097 feet
Solid rock slope varying from 950 feet
30° to 80°,

No culverts are necessary on these creecks.

As you informed me that only § 3000,00 was available for
actual work on this construction, I suggested to Foreman
Moore to make the trail as narraw as would possibly be safe
over the easy sections keeping the grade line I established
at intervals of 30 feet along the entire location, and
spending any surplus time on the rock work in the steeper
and more dangerous sections. I estimate it will take an
additional § 1000,00 to make this trail 8 feet wide along
this location.,

I visited the Little Lode claims owned by Messrs Burman
and Carlson on the left side of Iron Creek. Three veins
of gold bearing quartz, varylng from l17foot to 5 feet in
thickness has been uncovered and a tunnel 30 feet long
driven on one of them exposing a well defined ore body. As
this prospect i1s likely to develpinto a large mine a trail can
be easily built from tide water along the bank of Iron Creek
to same. No steep grades would be needed. I estimate the '
amount of trall that would be required is not more than half
a mile in length and could be constructed for $ 1500,00,

There are 38 prospectors and laborers in Nuka Bay. About
half of them are located at and around the upper end of
Skeen Arm and on the Nuka River. The remaining are on the
several other arms of this bay.

As this field has only been discovered recently, I consider
any asslstance given by the Commission in the nature of trails,
will help its development and "hep establish a permanent
mining camp,

e E Very truly yours,

gzot S oNv
CUSVTY AvANW
NOISSUAN0S 1904 TS

Armon Anderson J,., E,




GEORGE F. MARSH

U.S.COMMISSIONER
¢« NOTARY PUBLIC
FORTUNA LEDGE,ALASKA

Fortuna Ledge, Alaska,
Septemter 30th, 1925,

Lajor Oliver, Bnginser Officer,
Alaska Road Cowmlssion,
Juneau, alaska,

Dear Lajor Uliver:

I negz to acknowledge receint of your radiogram, in which you
adviged it would e impossible for you to have any work dome on the "Iripod”
trail fthis fall, and of course, was disappoiated.

Ve are going %o open up on Willow Creek next season and I
wanted to haul cur plant in over the "Tripod" trail, as it will be impossible
to haul it over the present corduroy road from the Landing.

Ye have already shipped in a tractor and some equipment. Will
use the itractor to haul woad on the ground this wiater. If the "Tripod®
tr=ail was cleaned out and fixed up a bit we could haul our plant aver it
next spriag with the tractor.

Will install a "Dragline Scraper Outfit" and will have some
! heavy stuff to haul. The hoist will be the heaviest piece, it will weigh
sgven tons. ’

Ye are going %o place our order so the »lant will “e shiosped
on the first down river %Woat Leaving Menzna on the opening of navigation
next spring. HNow, if it would te possible, would appreciate ‘it very much,
if you would have some work done on the s1id trail wefore ths opening of
navigation dext spring.

If you had of besa here a couvle of wesks later this past
sumrer I would have been able to show you some very zood prospects. At
the present we have, at leasit, ten years work in sighi. Have four claims
to work.

Thanking you in advance fcr your kind atiention in this matter,
and with kindest nersonal regards to you and Col. Steese, I am,

et

Yours very truly, kfk;?'

George F. lursh }“Jé/
;zz4ii;7177? /CZZ/AL%*’ﬁL?(;
- / g 7

Iug

$251 T2 190
' ASvy Yaune
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GEORGE F. MARSH

U.S.COMMISSIONER

NOTARY PUBLIC
FORTUNA LEDGE,ALASKA e

Portuna Ledge, Alasia,
June 1l2tn, 1925.

izjor L. E., Oliver,

dngineer Officer,

Board of Road Commissiouers for Aleska,
Juneau, alasika.

Dear S5ir:

Tour letter of February 1l3tu, 1925, arrived liers while I was cdown the Tukon
nolding sxr Inguest, zund I did not get beck in time to answer before the cpening
¢f navigaticn.

:,v:\

Your - explanatlou in reg ;ard to Bids for Dridge sand Trail Work bef%ejected,
full: covers the mstter. I can see hiow it could have nappened. It is tco bad,
as I do not suppese the misteke can be rectified, being the fool bridge has already
been bullt, even if it has been placed wiere it wiil not do a great deal of good.

Unless a bridge wa: placed across Wilson Jreek et about the right place there
is not ruch use c¢f fizing the "Yripod" Trail.

t is my opinion thet, within the next year or so, and in all probability,
next year, there will be considerable sctivity on willcw “reex. I anm interested
in seversl cleims winich I nave been prospecting for a nunber of years, aund we are
about ready to ccmmence cpergtions. 4s soon as we get ready to start, scme road
work will be necessary, eud as I have always coutended, believe it should be done
on the "Triped" Trail, which is over high ground, and wnen once fixed would be
permenent. I do not believe tuzt it would be advissble to try and repeir the
“Corcduroy’ Rocd from the Lending. While I do net know a great deal aboubt road
building, I believe tihe "Tripod" Trail could ve made into a rce¢ cneaper than the
““urduroy” Road could bevepaired, end it would be permeument. If the "Tripod"
rail is ever made into & road lt will then be necessary to build a bridge across

dllson Creek &t = point that will comnect.

The property tact I =m interested in comprises the lower half of Willow
Creek, and is all virgin greund. It is our intention, to cpen up ou a ratner
large scale, conseguently, will have to put cousiderable machinery on the grousd,
and will need a road thet a load can be hauled over, but, ss sald before, will
not do a great dsal this year.

There is not a srest desl of mining being dene on Willow Cresk this year, -is
practicarly all "snipeing', twe or three men oa a clain.

If your uir., Lukens should happen to pay us e visit this swmmer, I will be
pleased tc gzo out to Willow Creex witi: nim, especlaliy, ¥ia tie new foot Lridge
across wilson Creek. I do not believe it will teke nim loug to see what will
eveutually be necessary.

Another nctter tiat I beg leave to call your attenticn to is, tne sta
tihe winter trzil between nere and 2ilot Stzticxn: It should be stuked next
all means. Several get orf the treil duriag v..e past winter.

irs. uersh joins me in best wishes to jyourself and Jo.. Steess.

S3incerely, ueazﬁ /?y/lr?/ééi'§><Féﬁ/d/

e L5637
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Pebruary 13, 1925

Hr. George F. Marsh
Fortuna ledge, Alaska

Dear Sir:

Your letter of December l4ath and copy of a letter from
Mre. Jones at Nome dated September 15, 1924, have Just been received.
Heantime you have no doubt received my letter of December 24, 1924,
upon this same subject. 4

I have deen racking my brain during the past day in an
asttempt to make Mr., Jonee' letter coincide with my rememberance of
what happened at this time. 1 have talled the matter over with Mr.
Lukens, who happens to be hare at the present time, and he remembers
it as I do. Mr. Richardson requested me while I was at Stuyahok to
have bridges repaired on the road lesding from Willow Creek to the
landing. While at Fortuns lLedsge, as 1 remember, I asked you about
this road and you informed me that with the construction of the new
bridge for which bidas were beinz asked a new route would be opened
into willow Creek and the road to the landing would fall into dis-
use. While at Nome I talked this matter over with Lukens and Jones
and I remember stating that In view of the fact that this read was
to be unused the Road Commission would not be Justified in repairing
the bridges on it merely for the move which Mr. Riochardson contemplated.
I do not remember that the question of the advisability of the cone
struction of the bdridge for whilch lr. Jones had advertised cems up at
all. It appears that Mr. Jones must have misunderatood me. I stated
that I did not belisve the repair of the dridges on the old route was
Justified and apparently he got the idea that I did not think the new
bridge for which he had advertised was Jjustified. As to the need for
this new bridge I lmew nothing at all. I agree with you most assuredly
that Poad work in the vicinity of Fortuna Ledge or in any other locality
ghould not depend upon the meager informetion that I was able to obtain
within the hour or two that I was at Fortuna lLedge.

Z1E ey
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Mr. Lukena 1s returning to Nome over the ice ih the
spring to ba supsarintendemt for the coming year., It will be arranged,
12 possible, for him to visit Fortuna Ledge and go over the situnation
there thoroughly. Neantime I will be very muoh obliged if you will
write me a letter as requested in my letter of December 24th, outlining

the road work that you consider mecessary in the vieinity of Fortuna
Ledga.
with best wishea'to yourgself and Mrs. HMarsh,

3incerely,

‘Inmsford Be 0liver
Engineer Officer

110/ fme



GEORGE F. MARSH
U.S. COMMISSIONER

NOTARY PUBLIC
FORTUNA LEDGE,ALASKA

Fortuna Ledge, #Alaska,
December 1l4th, 1924.

Hajor Oliver,

Bngineer 0fficer,

Board of Road Commissioners for Alaska,
Juneau, Alaska,

Dear Sir:

I am in receipt of your letter of September 15tu, 1924, in answer to my
letter of August 3, 1924, addressed to Col., Steess.

In the third paragraph of your letter you stated that you were unable to
tell me why all bids for constiruction of bridges were rejected, and that you
would obtain the necessary information from llome, and sdvise me.

Inclosed herewith you will find & copy of a letter I received from
Chas. D. Jones, under date of Sept. 15th, 1924.

You will note by lir. Jones'! letter that he infers it was on the in-
formation that he received from’that he rejected the bids. He further states
that, it waes upon the showing that one hundred tons was to be moved into the
Stuyahok this winter that you made the allotment for the work thers. I feel safe
in saying; that there will not .be over fifteen tons moved into the Stuyahok this
winter, let alone one hundred.

The dog and foot bridge that lr. Pilcher constructed is certainly a joke.
The said bridge is away up Wilson Creek, and in order to use it in the spriag of
the year it will be unecessary to build another bridge across another creek, or
-else, go around the head of the creek, in order to get to the bridge,- a distance
of five or six miles. Pilcher lives on Elephant Creek, and he is about the only
one who will use the bridge. I would like very much to see someone connected
with the Road Commission come here, especielly in the snrlng, and make a trip to
Willow Creek Via the said bridge.

I do not know how much the bridge cost, but it must have cost a couple of
hundred dellars at least, and is practically useless, whersas, if kr. Jones had
accepted James Douglass' bid,to build a wagon bridge across Wilson Cresek about
one mile from the mouth fur $500.00, we would have had something that would have
been of use to all, and at any time of the year, furthermore, it would have
connected with the road that Joe Plein brushed out a couple of years ago, for the

~ Road Commission.

It is not my intention to knock, anything but that; but, I certainly do
not like to see public money spent on misinformation, and where it will not do any

good.
Lo

Wishing you and Col. Steese a Happy New Year, I am, o B
7

\._‘
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Sincerely,
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VAR DEPARTIE v
Beard of Road Commissio ers for Alaska -

Jfome, Alaska, September 15, 1924 .-
Lir. George F. liarsn, '
U., 5. Commissioner,

Llershall, Alaska.
Dear Sir:

In reply to your letter of august 3rd requesting informetion as to why
the hids for the erection of the bridge at Wilson Creek were rejected will state
that as Lajor Oliver, the Engineer Of:icer of the Board, came down the river he
stopped in at the Stuyshok and went over the sijuietion there and also made
inquiries at to the activities alon? the river/ end from information’gained along
the river he informed me that the horseg/were to be or had been taken awgy from
darsiigll, and that as far as he coul éar“, the only need of a bridge over Wilson
Creek would be to take care of the tywffic during the spring and fell and that he
did not believe it was necessery to, bulld o wagon bridge there now. Acting upon
this information I therefors rejectéd 1 /of the bids and have mede a ccountraét
with kr. Pilcher of liarshall tq cogstruct/a dog and foot bridge over VWilson Creek.

In regards to the Tripod| i after leaving ilarshall and upon my return
to Home I received letters from|tle Hampton District and frem cne or two of

the District in which the statément vas made that the tripod traidl was too siding
imme and that the travol woqu be over the

tnhe statement that there was about /four miles of work to be done, I recommended
that if a2 bid of two hundred s was received that I be allowed to have the
work done, which would figure| at $50.00 per mile, and if I had received a bid at
that figure I could have let [the fcontract, but the closest bid was in the neighbor-

“hood of three hurdred doLQ?r for that reason I had to reject all the bids for

this work.

"In regard to doing work/ in any locality, the Board has so many requests
for trail and road work that one musit be able to show the traffic to get an
allotment and it was only upon the showing that one hundred tons was to be moved
into the Stuyahok thls winter that Liajor Oliver made ithe ‘ailotment -for the work

there

I hope that renewed development does materialize in your section and I will
do all in my powver to get work done when the evidence of the 'activity is such that
I can show the Board the necessity of my requests, but it is impossible for me to
get allotments when residents of your section write the Board "marshall”is a wviorked
out Camp.”

Respectfully yours, ' ey
- : Signad: Chas D. Jones ..~ ""77a L
Sup'T ilaska Road Comtission.

N
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December 24, 1924

Mr. George F. Marsh
Fortuna ledge, Alaska

Dear Mr. arshi

Please refer to your lstter to Colonel Steese .
dated August 3rd and ta my reply dated September 15th
in which I promiged to write you further regarding the
request for proposals for work at Fortuna L aedge and the
rajection of all bids when received.

2-T¢T/¢T

We gsent Mre We We Lukens %o Nome as Superintondent
for the past season. He arrived at Nome about the middle
of June. Jones had already without authority sent out the
oirenlars asking for bids covering this work at Fortuna
Ledge, Mr. lukens' program did not call for this work.

He therefore dirested Jonew to reject the bids when they

wore received. It was a mistake on the part of Mr. Jones
to have aent out requests for bida in the first place and
I very much regret that sush a thing should have oscourred.

1 cannot say at the present time whether any work
at Fortuna Ledge will be authorized for the present geason.
Jonesg seems to feel that Finger trall should de fixed up
but that this is the only work inm the neighborhood of Fortunms
Ledge that 1s warranted at the present time. A letter from
you with regard to work that may be desired at this lecality
will receive due consideration in the formulation of our
seasons Program,

with best wishes to yourself and lftrs. HNarsh,
Singerely,

Lungford B. Oliver
LEO/ fme Engineer Officer

r 7
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WAR DEPARTMENT

BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA

NOME, ALASKA  November 18, 1924. , ¥/

Cpatain P. A. Agnew, DisbursingVOffieer, ?

R / - L i
¥, .

Sub jeet: - Cire Proposals at Fartuna Tedge.

Juneau Alaska.

1:~ In the hrief replay I gawes to your wire ag to the reason
for rejecting the bids for work at Fertuna Ledge I could not
cover the grounds satisfactofily go am writing this letter teo
" agquaint you WfTILﬁII the econditions $m order that you ean
judge fairly ef my aets.

2:~ On March 6fh 1923 when on an offieial trip down the Yuken,
at Marshal or Fortuna Ledge, I ealled & eitizens meeting at
which meeting I asked them te state what were their needs for
roald and trail work in at er near Fertuna Ledge. The meetfing
wa8 held in Chirs Betsch store and was attended by abeut ten
to twelve men. |

3:~ The ehd»f spekesmsan was a man whe lived with George Marsh
the Commissioner énd whom I found ctt to be 2 man whe lived
by fishing snd working en the river and in ne way connected
with mininger the work on WilloW'Creck. His ehief talk was

to rapairthe cordurey road which had washed out and was going
to viseces rapidly.

4,~-The supplies that are taken ever to Willew are hauled in
the winter time and the only use that the eorduroy is put te
ig for the natives teo travel on in berry picking snd some foot
passengers in the summer. I have it direet from T.eo Moore who

is the merehant at Willew that his suppliss are hauled in the
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winter and as he is the biggest stock carriegr there it is
mainly his stoek whieh is hauled in. I aZBe investigated frem
other scoureas and found that the only horses at Maréhal were
used on Disappointment CQeok and never were near the cordurey.
I therefor in kmy letter to Major Gotwals, giving the conditiens
at Marshal reeommended that no werk be down en the cerdurdy.
$:- A man named Pilcher spoke in the meeting and said that the
only essential thing needed to be done at Marshal was a bridge
over Wilson Creek to allow the team whiech was used en Disap-
pointment Creek to eome inte Marshal for their supplies and
to do away with the ferry whith had heen maintkimdd at or
near Fertuna TLegge ind‘whieh had been a constant scource of
expense and then not satisfaciity.
6:-.Representation was made in the meeting that a trail ealled
krho Triped Trail should be fixed up. Quite a bit of‘diseussion
arose over this trail Marsh deing most of the talking and in
the end they agreed with him that it should be fixed up. It
wasS alass represented that the mail went over this trail te
Willeow Creek. |
7:- I asked them 811 to make ’stimates ef what the work eceould
be done for, my purpose being te see just hew strong they would
go thinking that ah @llotment would be made to have the work
done by day labor. Their estimate on the Curduroy was two
thousand dellars, triped trail five hundred dollars, bridge
six.hundred dollars.
8:~ After the meeting was eover and I was going te the road house

a man stopped me outsdie the house and said he would take a
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eontract to repair the corduroy for one thousand deollars.
upbn my return to Nome I had letters from Fortuna Ledge
offering to build a bridge for three hundred dollars amd

one te stake the trail for ferty dellars.

¢:- I know these people and I lkmow that the requests for work
were made, more with an ddea of turning loose some real out
gside money in the eemmunity that with an idea for real bet-
terment ﬁ%é needs of the cemmunity.

19:~'in’my letter to Major Gotwals of April 10 1923, you will
find that I covered the ground thoroughly and the bids received
were mway in excess of my estimate. ‘

11:~ Since writing my letter to Major Gotwals the man weorking
on Disappoirtmesit Creek has eeased operating and sold or gave
the horses away, they wwre to be shipped to Holy Cress this
summer but one of them got leoseg and could not be caught se
the twam is still there but will be shipped up the rdver

the first thing in the spring if it is not taken up the river
this winter te haul the outfiﬁ in for the partiss who are
going to werk in the Stuyahoek.

12:- There is need of a bridgy at Wilson Creek. A Mr. Pilcher
gent in his bid for a bridge that eould be used by foet trav-
elers or dog teams. Mr. Luken} suggested a féw changes in tﬁo
design he submitted, he acceptrd the changes and has agreed
to build the bridge and in due time the voucher for its éon-
struetion will eeme along.

13:~ I acted for the best interests of the Alaska Road Cem-

migsion in rejecting these bids &ar until there is some Te-
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newed developement at Willow Creek or on some of the erseks
around Marshal there are other sestions which are entitled
to have inprevements made befor; this section is considered.
l4:~ Mr Marsh is the biggest individual holder at Mardhal
now, is the Commissioner and confidential msn feor Chris Bstsch
who owns the store and trading pest. He has done quite a bit
of drilling on his heldings and has shown some very good ground
whieh could be worked at a profit and if a dredge eould be
obtained and placed upen the ground, I believe that it would
pay and pay well, but if a dredge were put in there it would
be forty percent cheaper to haul it over the snew thah te do
it in the summer time unless a well built wagon raed was eon-
strueted from the river to the diggings, whieh is very im-

- probable.
15:~- There may be renswed developement at Fortuna Ledge but
I doubt it and personaly I would reeommend but the slightest
expenditures, such as are negessary teo keep a well staked
trail up and down the Yuken and from Fertuna Lodge'te the
diggings en Willow.
16:—»There is wide divergence of opinion as to where the staked
trail shoudd be between Fortuna Ledge and Willow. My opinion
is that the Finger trail whieh is now used should be the one
maintained. |

17:~ If I have not made any ef my aetions elear I will gladly

answer any questions yeu may cheose to ask and give an ex-

‘ Sl
( . ChaS/./. o Jones,
? SETE » § /
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Juneau, Alaska, Nov. 18, 1924

Jones
KNome

Yours seventeenth our letter September sixteenth substanti
as followa quote we were adwiised tsgat during the past summer you sent out
proposals for road work in vicinity of Fortuzzé. Ledge and after bids were sub
you rejected them all 3Stop people that section unable understand reason
this as hot our policy request bids merely as a b.lind with no Intention of
doing the work Stop Please advise us Just what the reasons were in this
Instance unqﬁoto Please advise fully by wire
PAA/fme . Agnew
File—

Confe
ReFe



PRSP A

S,

E,B,0'0onnor,
N:me Alaska,
Ol..,I9th, 1925,

Mr, J.GiSteese,
Junoau,Alaska,

B e i1

My dear Mr, Stbeso;-

Yours of the 2nd inst &t hand and contents
noted,I was aware of Cap Sundbacks writing to regarding the subject
of this spur or sidetrack to Pilgrim Hot Springs Post Office ,but
was not awere of his thinking that there may be enough side irack
and rajls and the 8econd Beach Line and Bunset Line &vajilable to put
the suggssted track to the Springs, It appears th&t poor old Cap doeen
not understand the situation regarding these side lines that he men.
tions, the fact »f the matter is that these side 1ines were torn up
and are now owned by other parties than the Territory &s they were so
eold ’by the Pioneer Co to the present owners be fore the Territory pur
chesed the road, As to the side tracks I do not really beleive that .
there enough rajiis to fill the present needs for Biding and repajrs
let 2lone put the bpur to the Springs, : ‘ ;

B Y

I met Mr Baur ne&r my c3mp on his way on his inspection tar
and from what talk I had with him,iém sure tha&t he will corroborate -
my stetements &8 to the deslrability as well &8s the feasability @nd u
untald benifits that will result from thie 8spur,8s & me&ns of persons .
desiring to 8vajil themseives of the medicinal qualities of the Springsj
and 8n inducemesnt for the people &t the Springs to increase the pro- |
duction of vegetables to the extent thet they can supply Nome disc'$
with fresh vegetables a]l] summer 2t & reason8ble rate which they have 5
promised to do if they can get the &ssistance they &8sk, You c&n imagin]
the benifits accrueing to this town &lone by such & help,&nd the truck
which they produce there is of such excellent quality,spuds weighing
one and & half pounds &nd cabbage going 28 high 88 25 1bs and euch tur
nips,8nd rhubarb, well enough on the benifits it is up to’us to get 8%
it.

o

Now @88 I 2m not posted on you m8nner of procsedore &8s to the
ménner of getting &t thie thing in the quickest possible way,but imfge
ine if there is nothing better to do,it,might be good policy to divert
enough of the funds for other Work,to sscure the necessary rajls to
finish the Spur to the Springs with two 8idings of 8bout three reil
lengths over passing distance from the spur to en2ble lo2ded cars go-«]
ing one way to pass loaded cars going 1n the opposite direction, l

I sasjsted the boys in their work of rep&iring the tﬁlephonoi
line- for 2bout 8 miles each side of my place 2lthough I could scarce
sp&re the time but I realjze that the quickest way to get &nything doni
1s to get at it and &ssist 211 you can ,8nd 211 pull together,

I am sure it will be & godsend to many & weflry musher this
winter if the weather is as severe &s ordinayy, @nd m2ny blessings
will fall on %11 those who helped in getting it through,

i

Now 88 you h&ve done 8o much good work for u#,I 8m inclined
to beleive you will exert yourself to grant our prayer for his spur.

I would 1ike to suggest, if I m&y, tha&t you @nd the Governor
of Bsrritory join forces and decide to purchase the necessary rajls
to complete the work as it should be done &and reccomended by Mr, Bauer
&g I feel sure he will do-'so, He appears to me to be & man posted on
the work in hand, and as such I see nothing else for him to do but resc.
comend the: purchase of the steel and other neceésitys to grent the
wish of the people of the Springs when they are 80 willing to do 8o
much to help &ccomplish the desjired results, o

Thanking you for what youhave done and may do ,1 80 yours /%
Y

' ' 2
truly, Mgiafﬁzgg“ﬂmﬁ? e

Z,B.0'conmor, - f

g
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7 £.8,0'Conner,
... TNome, Alaske,
August, 29, I3?%.

Hon, Gol.Stssse,

Junsdu - . | Lo lbbr/

Araske ... f | .-

De&r 8irj.- ;
I am 2 resident of Alaska since I8PH ,and have traveled ¥
evrp winter on m2il trails and off mail treils, PT°9P93t1n& and frey
ghting ,and trading and 1n 411 ay experisnce, ono of ths worsi{ traid
I havs sver used or traveled over with abSolutoly ne affordt being
made Lo improve 1t and eontinudlly gogng from bad to worse 418 the
Hail Trail fram the raglroad track to ths Pilgrim Hot Springs Post
Office in the Second division, \j”””"ﬁ”““‘“"‘“

1 havs travaled from Skapgway, throughtha Atiin country,
do*n the Yukon 2nd up n2arly 211 iis tributarys 2nd on down to Honme
Allover tha biggest pairt of this ssction,2nd &s far as the McKenZiey
River on the Arctice 30234 T was efther prbspaéting,tradinz freight¥
ing or treygping during my "traveis 211 thes yesers, 2and 1&°$ spring
I »as callsd on %to go over %to the Pilgrim Hot Springs to mtks an ef-
fort to gat old 08p Sundback who wae at the Springs to try and inm-
prove his health'by the doctors ordsrs' and briang hinm to Nome 28 he
wis ga2tting worse instead of hettisr,

I was sant &ftar two other men had fajled in an 2ttempt ®
to dring him hons oving to the condition of the trai) I ~fs compell®
‘to get two other msn and by using 19 dogs to haul the sied and 2 o#/
mRn on each 3ids of ihs sled to kesp it from u;aattinV, the other m2n
12ading the dogs,trying to find 2 way thet would ¥s the sasjest for %
the dogs and old Cap, ¥s finally mads the 7 miles after pulling, haul
ing and 1ifting 2nd vera good and tirad when ws resched ths railroad

T2 warse Five Ho;ra in nogotiatinn those 7 mile®s of niggerh
hsade and swamp, Mow I undsrstand that the people H?f#/ﬁ?ﬁf/ of the
Springs hfve made 2 jroposition to put in & spur from the raiirond to
ths Springs ovsr this terrible pei€e of trejl providing ths Territoery
wi1l furhish the steel, T wopld. suggeat thet 4t would b2 one of the
best psices of good judgamant our Territory could be credited with in
accepting their proposition,both from & financisl and benificinl stanc
point &8 anyone who hns svar gons over the trﬂil will testify to 2s
being one of the worst §n Alaska - .

Am enclosing 2 picture of the outfit 28 we were h&uling 0dd
Cep across the tundra to the rejiroad to put him on my coversd car 2s
on® of th» pistures shows the& FIER® we were compelled to use to pget him
to Nonmse,

Th= picture of ths car Y38 taken just &fter xs had taken th
sled off 8% my camp &3 we had %p miles more to go to reach nome and
did not need the sled 2gajin on the #rip ,thanks to the 01d O2p himsel
23 being lerpgely influenti2l in gatting ho Territory to purchfse the
rajlroadapd gat it into shepe so Auickly,it 18 now passible iits entir
length,2nd Mr, Lukens 48 the mfn to be givon ceredit for having 1t don
so quickly,&nd dessrves greft eredit, He alao deservss credit for ¢y
bringing such 2n able assistant Mr, Bayer who Bseems to bs 2 competent
mén on the jeob 2nd ia & 1{ive wire, .

- These men =re 8o noticable on account of the slow,dilletory

mannsr in whiGh were handled by their presdecessors om ths job,and the
nost of us are very gratefull for *h&t you have dons for us nging yo
w11l be able to ses thes LYYHFf proposition of the people of the Spring
in tve 1light thet [ do,2nd give them 21] the essistonce you possibly
cin %o encour2ge them, for they &re proposing to tackie 2 big job,and
know thoy will not nuit untiil it is acconplished 1f they c&n gut whe
they havs nskad for, They h&ve never yst besn known to quit any thing
they tackle or promise untill they héve fulfalled their promise,

Thaningf you I &am yours trdly /6@/62‘:}\/‘44/(? E B O'Oonflor



J. F. Mathews
182 East Fourteenth St.
Portland, Ore.
April 7, 1925.

Colonel Jas. Steese (FILE)
Road Commissioner
Juneau, Alaska.

Dear sir:

Relative to Road No. 49 from the head of navigation at Davidson's

.Landlng leading to Taylor on the Kougrok River in the Second Judicial Divi-

sion Territory of Alaska, a distance of approximately 40 miles, 24 miles of
this distance has been measured and marked. This 2% miles is from the LAanding
to the head of Mary's River on the divide to Coarse Gold Creek which leads
into the Eougrok River 10 miles down the river below Taylor, the balsnce of
this road approximately 16 milezs leads out of Coarse Gold Creek over a divide
to the head of Lincoln Creek thence down Lincoln to Henry Creek and on down
Henry Creek to the Kougrok River thence up the Kougrok River around 3 miles

to Taylor.

Last season was a very wet stormy season and quite a lot of freight-
1ng was done over this road and it is badly cut and washed and some very bad
places to get over.l represent the Behring Dredging Corporation and I will
ship at least 10 tons of rapairs and supplies on the first Victoria and I
mist have them in camp 3 miles down the river below the mouth of Henry Creek
before the Dredge operates this season.

I want to cooperate with the road officials in every way possible
and I am asking that as this is about the most isolated road in Alasxa and
the most expensive to get freight over, and if there are any funds available
that they be used on that road at the earliest possible date after navigation
opeas on the Seward FPeninsula so that we can have the benefit of these season-
al repairs before the frost draws out of the ground on these Tundra Divides.

Your very capable man Mr. Walter Lukens understands the situation
fully and if he is going back to Nome I am satisfied that all will be done that
is possible for the Road Commissiosn to do, and what is absolutely necessary that
he does not do we are obliged to do ourselves to get over, fifteen hundred or

~two thousand dollars should tske care of the seasonal repsirs on this road in

very good shape and repair the worst places.

I want to call your attention to a place on Coarse Gold Creek in
the Canyon just above the intake of the old Jerry Galvin Ditch there used to
be 2 road the entire length of said creek when the 0ld R. Road was operating
of late years very little travel on this creek. Since your Commission has
taken hold and repaired this old Tramway if a thousand dollars was expended
on this creek it would be a very great convenience to us unfortunates that are
obliged to live on the Kougrok River, this particular place I refer to is a
point that the creek washed off and left a steep place that needs grading for
a hundred paces in order to get by, and many of the crossings are left with
abrupt banks, that need scraping down. '

Very respectfully,
Behring Dredging Corpération
By J. F. Matthews, Manager
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Distance ahout 40 miles
Known gold deposite along 30
miles of ite length.

Serves everibody. 3

Easy grades obtainable. 44
River at Ig,loo freezes over laterd.
in* the fall and opens up earlier

in the spring.
Freight rates are the same and 6.

: J

Davidson- Taylor: Ro}gf{;.
Distance ahout 40 miles.
No velusble deposits found along
its ertire length. _
Serves only two compenies at Tayler,
which can be better served tlie
other way.
Passes over hills with gteep gradse, -
necessitating double tripping,
Davidson situated on still inlet,

which freezes over early in the falJ.‘

and opens up late in the rpring.

Freight rates and steamers are sﬂa.;ge -

Nobhody along its course ar'd e

and the same stesmers supply Te N
both places, * mail servj.ce. e ty
HEag always been, is and very W .
11k&fwill be the meil route s the people .
live here. .
The pecple from Candle, Deering, Inmachuk and other - (@ 3I%.

, Coffee, Dahl and Quartz Creeks and Kougarok
: River have thousands of paeres of patented and

N dther mining ground waiting for thie road Yy .'E
and cheaper trunspertetion. ;(!/ -
A

places come and go this way. VP

10, Nome Chariber of Commerce( The Merchants)
_ are not boosting the Igloo«~ Shelton ex-
1 ¥ tension as 1%t would take away some of their s .
: business. ™. Ter
41 11. A 10 mile road connecting Shelton with head jof] navioation “ 2
o at Jgloo would be of greater service to the Koukarok as & [ENAW

/ whole then & 40 mile road, Davidsen=- Taylor Jand(a 15 mile N\ )
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