BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA
VALDEZ, ALASKA '

Neme, Alaska. Jan. 17, 1916.

From: Chas. D. Jenes, acting Sup't. Alaska R:ad Csmmissien.

To: Lieut. J. C. Mehaffey Engineer Officer Alaska Read Cemmissien.

Subject: Rerert of inspectien trip te Dime Creek and recsmmendatisns.

1. I left Neme on Nev. 16. and arrived at Dime en the 22nd. fol-
lewing the Overland mail trail te Isaucs Peint a distance ef (120.36)
enehundred and thirty six hundredths miles, having ts lay up ene dsay
at Gelevin en acceunt ef bad weather. Frem there we geo te Cacheses a .
distance of eight miles, which ceurce i€ fellewed by the mail tesms o
until such time as it is sate te cress trhe bay. Frem there te #i#g# -
the meuth ef the Keyuk a distance ef nine miles we fellewed the shers
of the bay, thence over Star Meuniain te the Landing en the Keyuk &
distince of eighteen miles, which peint is distant frem the diggings [.
seven and ens half miles. ’J
2e ’

The miners had already staked a trail frem the Landing te the
diggings snd I arranged te have the trail staked frem the Cachesex te
the Landing at the rate eof three dellars($3.00) per mile. I hared it
dene by a native as the white men were all husy in the weeds cutting
weed snd I ceuld net have getten 8 fair break en calling far bids. I
have had & repert frem the U. S. Marshsl, the Agent fer the suppressien
of the Liquor Traffic and several freighters whe are freighting in
there and everyene reperts tkhat he has dene fine werk.

Enclesed geu will find a cepy ef reselutiens passed at a miners
meeting en Dime Creek relative te the necessity fsr read censtructien
there.

4, )
While st Dime I talked with Mr. Wallsce Perter whe is in the

freighting business there and questiemed him as te the tennage he rad
hauled and the cenditiens te® centend with. I alse ebserved the country
with & view as to the lecrtien et & summer read and in cenversatien with
him he cenrirmed my tenative lecstien, wnibh is & long ridge running
frem Haysteck moeuntain te Discevery oan Dime, whibh weuld get them te
Dime in # ten mile haul,but weuld aveid precticaly all ef the tundra.

I ¢o net knew yet whether the camp warrunts any extensive consttuctien
but they sre entitled te seme help.
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sugust 17, 1316,

e

daburaing Tfficer of Lhe Toard.,

i
e

Yro. Marvy U, “rown, nrden, ilaska Tisheries Uervice,
Diilin e, SAlauskn, o

~rall me skingg for winter trovel in Sestern luaka,

___D////n?/?ﬂm Trails

1. Your letter of tay 2, 1216, aciressed %o ithe “uresu
of Fisheries, ‘ashinzston, 3, ., hos been referxred to this of-
fice ny the 'ar hepuartment {or conuiderstion Lty the Tloard,

: utside of the trail from Uilainghom to Xoggiung it
ia too inderinite to receive procticrl consideration at the
rresent time a3 the nointe from wheres and Lo where na troil is
édesired or renuired by thc triveling nubklic :mire not stuted, nor
is any necessity shown {ar such trails, In order, however,
to stoke the moin trail from Dillinghom to Xoggiung this year
~I @m inclosing pronosals for bids {or the work of completely
gstoking that route, and I resuest that you distribute thex to
partincg liavles to suvmit bids to do the work whom you consider
entirely responaible to enter into a contirsct for the same,

I renuast thnt you ~2lsn place one of these oroposnls in the
nwostefrice and such other public plages wnere you lhink the
puclic in general will have zcacess to them, In order thnt
thege bids may be received at this office by Deptember 19th
and work started thia yenr 1 renuest thati you personslly urze
all ~oagsivle bidders to send thelr bids without delny.

3. yinz to the lack of transportntion and the expense
of sending any of our foremen to take charge of the wort it is
desired thnt ynu recomrend some responsitle person who will
volunteer to see that the =-ork is nroperly periormed, and on
complation make a certificate to thot effect Lo thig office.

YA

4., It ia expected that if the work is paid for by the
alaska .ioad ¢ ﬂmwission, the gereral public at SDillinsham will ‘ -

be sufficiently interested to annoint & commiltee or designnte
aome person who will volunteer without compenasation to oversee
the work and acit as our sunerintendent during the prosreas of
the work and to gee thet the szme is substuantially and well done,
“ecommendotions fram you will be nprnreciated, & recommenduatiion
from you zlso in regerd to other ylntcr traoils troveled, wilh a
sketch showing Yowns to be connected bty stpked trails is desired
30 that they may receive considerntion vy the foard. 1t 1ws not

FRe pok BSGIT



‘desired, nor i3 it practicable with the money at hand to

stake trails which are occasionally traveled and which are

not main routes of travel. It i3 desired, however, to
facilitate trzvel and make the same gdfe where the amount of
travel over a trail ia sufficient to justify the expense,.

Zefore the Board con act intellisently and prevent o~ useless
expenditure of money, it will therefore be necessary for you

to send an approximate location of trails considered necegsary,
the amount of travel expected over such trails, and, if possible,
the total amount necessary 1o stzke such trails

5. Flense acknowledge receipt of this letter and forword

any additional information you may have so that proper steps may

be taken without delay to protect winter travel,

29D/IB Yajor, Infantry.

Inclos,



PUBLIC NOTICE

CIRCULAR PROPOSAL

OFFICE ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
Valdez, Alasgka, August 17..1918 , 191......

SEALED PROPOSALS will be received at this office until 11 o’clock a. m Sept U 1 5 2 191 6 [}
at which time and place they will be publicly opened, for furnishing the articles and services below specified.
PROPOSALS must be signed by the bidder, inclosed in sealed envelope, addressed to the undersigned, and

marked “Proposals for.... 3. takingtrailDillin@M"KQg&innEgAl&ﬁk&;
to be opened....S€Dtember 15,1914, ”

The quantities may be increased or diminished.......cccovimneeccrcecs per centum. Bidders must state time of delivery.

The articles must be of the brands, qualities, etc., as specified, or equal to them in every respect; in the latter
case bidder will fill in descriptions or specifications (and submit samples if practicable) of what he proposes to fur-
nish. The articles to be of the best quality unless otherwise specified.

Award will be made upon the whole or a part of the bid, as may be deemed best for the interests of the United
States. The Government reserves the right to reject any or all bids, and to waive any defects.

P, 4. Davison, Major,. Infantry .. ...
Disbursing Officer, Alaska 30ad Commission,

In accordance with the above advertisement and the specifications herewith agree to furnish any

(or all} of the above articles at prices named, and to deliver the same f. 0. b, at (place)

within days from date of order,

(Bidder’s Signature)

QUANTITY ARTICLES AND SERVICES UNIT PRICE AMOUNT

For steking winter trail between Dilling-
ham and Koggiung, Alaska, approximate
60 miles, more or less, Doing all th
necessary work, purchase of material,
placing substantial stakes or tripods
and determining the proper course for
winter travel from Dillingham to
Koggiung, Stakes or tripods to dbe
securely set in ground one quarter of
mile apart and to stand at least 8 feet
above the tundra and to have a red fla
or streamer conspicuausly displayed on
top. All angles of the trail to be
staked and to bear pointers to enable
travelers to locate approximate position
of succeeding stakes, All work to be
satisfactory to acting superintendent
appointed by Board of Road Commissioners
for Alaska to make final inspection of
completed work,

Bids to be submitted in duplioate.




2436353 1st Ind.
War Department, A. G. 0., July 25, 1916. = To the President, Board
of Road Cormissioners for Alaska, Vald@z, Alaska, for the consider—

ation of the Board.
By order of the Secretary of War.

AdJutanﬁ Gene;£M57

1 Incl.



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON

July 19, 1916.

Sir:

Thers is inclosed herawith a copy of a leiter received from
Warden Harry H, Brown of the Bursau of Fisheriss, dated Dillingham,
Alaska, May 20, 1915, in regard to ths need for marking trails for
wintar travel in western Alasgka, It is thought that Mr, Brown's
communication will be of interast to the Board of Road Commissioners

for Alaska.

Respectiully,
v, %M
o /§ecrstary.
Ths Secretary of War.
Inclosure. Raceivad A.G.0,” -
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Cillinghar, Aleska, Yay 2Oth, 1516,
Surzaa of Fizheriss
\ ”"311 Yarkings fer Tintsr

Tazhinzton, I, 7, caval 1n Tastern Alaska,

Trail mwarkings {or wintar travsl in ths Alarckan Teninsula anpd
Sristol Bay reglons, --- and liksly throughout all Tastsrn Alaska, ---
would oltsn oo of surrams advantags to doz teams zand mushers,

3 1t now standa thers is rnet a singls marking I know or have heard

of dsfining any trail in Tsestarn Alzska. Ths country is

hout coming in ths naighvorheed of eithar whits

or nzatlve habitation. So thers ars no housss at wrish to szecurs informa-

tion. Ian a zensral way the travalsv knows his dirsctions, but in a trip

of svan 30 or 100 miles he is likely to go miles out of his course, and

cften gets lost. I could multlrlv instances of reoris getiing lest and

Py

]

wandaring for days tefors gsttine back on the trail, or of getiing lost
and bringing ur at points diifsrsnt to that to whish they intendad to go,
and oea of the common occurrancaes of trail travel is for the travalar to
3t out of his course and wear himsalf and hiz dogs out by the tims he
finds 1.

"hile I could give numercus cases I will only subrit the follewing
harpaninzs axrarienced during ths paat wintsr by zevorwrsnt smployss, which
7ill illustrats ths exigsncy of thz sltuation:

rg. Corinne Call, Goverrmenti scheol toasher at Tillingh:
and lr3. I, J. Paulsan, wils of the 73, Daputiy Mfarshal hars, at-

vempiod with thrss akimo zirls znd two Takimo zuidas to zo f{rom
Tillincham to Kog‘&ung during the holiday vacation., After uveing



cult ovar a wask ths party trouzht up at 2illy Murley's traaing post
far ur the Nushagak river, the zuldes having lost thair way,

On the firat tri- in with wail last wvinter ths mail carrisr
20% lost in makinz tho trip from Xogiung to Dillinshar and was
over tvo days locating himssil.

Trhs ¥rc vardsna of the Bursau of Fisharies lost thair bear-
ings by making too long an angls irn crossing ths rortazs fron
Iliamna laks to the lowar end of Faskarak flats, mst vith an
impassabls barriar in ths shars of a sirsar that could not Dbe
fordad with thair dog team and les ' tima.

In faet thass vast tundras ars sc cut up with cerselrs, ravines and
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A simyle gyster of trazil mwarkinz woull sclva such diffisultiss,

The zondition haré is rather curious.
Por sxamnle, - In the surmar all the traval is by watar. The winter
tundra trzils ars not travoled or ussd Ly anvone whataver, The tundras
ars virtuzlly impassabls on account of crasks, sloughs, rarshss and lakes,
not taking into account the deer blankst of tundra moss covering ths ground
avarywhers and making in itself sucsh a hardshir of traval fhat no one at-
tampts it.

With the approach of wintar conditions sxactly rsvérsa themselvas.
Tatsr traval is uitterly imroasidbls and all circulationAgoas on oy land,
Lzkas, sloughs, cresks and rivars ars fpczen sclidly ovar. Tvaryvhers

t ¢f sns, and with ths first snow

tha Irczern tundra moss tears ur ths reizh 3,

'Ji

1oz tzam traval becomes ganarsz
But thers ars no {rail rarkinzs, and oftsn, [ollowin~o a snew, a mer»

[}

tyro at doz tear travel will bs tha first to make ths trir btatwesn iwo

ntantions ko makes impossible =2nzles

oe

vivan points and with the test of



ndrz and aviness a gorry knack in selactineg ccuntry to iravel
throuzgh, Or it may us a tsar vith a roor lsad dog that is badevalsd with
a tendercr to wind to 2rd fro 2cross the zcurs? the team is traveline.

In aithor cass thay iravsl milas out »f their cocurss, and the dog taams
that scme altar always folloy thair slad tfacks, for ths lzadsr of a dog

t2am invariably hangs to 2 sled trac k howevsr it may wind or kesr in

ol

rough tsrritery. Those things make uig travel hardshins.

As.‘t now stands it is hazardecus for one ho has rnct bson over a
routa to attemrt to iravel that routs without a zuids, This does not ra-
far to a traprer or prearacior {cor they rarsly gst lost, and dont't worry
if thsy do,

I have submittsd the following to many whits rasidants z2nd old timers
with whom I have talked durinz ths past six ve°ks and, with one excertior,
they havs aryroved of ths sugzestions:

(1).-That all trails between pcints whers the region traversed is a
wilderneds one be marked with siakes rnot more then one-quarisr of a mils
azart, such stakés to stard sight fest at lsast above the tundre zrd to
be palntsd soms color that will make them briiliartly distinguishablsz in
2 grow landscage.

(2).- Trail coursss to bs deisrmined by comretert guidss. ]

(3).-Stakss at curves or angles of the trail or at points where
vision 13 reatrictad by barrisrs to Lsar polntars snadling travelers to
instartly place the arproximats lccation of tha succssding stakes,

Thars 13 oms cther featurs of +this matier that I will take ur in
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o you, cut it such atekss alone were rlacsd, winter
travel would ©s made vastly mors comloriabls and safs, the number of pecrla
travelinz would incraass and ire monotony and laclatior of this region

z ths winter randarsd mors sndurauvls, The 203t ¢f such marking would
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I her-by wish to c=zll vour attention %o
the urgent 1323 of the trall meing nemmanently staked hetwsen
Havecock (Dime Craesk) and Cnrd,,,via B=a» (Ore=k, for sumnier tra-—
vel hetween neras and Haycock,and all the yvear stravel from here
40 Candle,

Acso“iin 4o Govit, reports Bear Creek has for a
mmbher of rears produced abhout 1/6 0of +he annual production in
the Pairhavel Districk and 2ll that has b=2sn spent Tor impro-
vagents of 4rails and roads for here 1s less than $200.00 which
wmas snent lash swrmer, from Candle 4o tha Keewallk o a bar
where teams 231 2ross, and it really is more help to Candle than
to Beir Crask.

I do 1ot expect a road hullt ou* here gs the distan-
a2 1s %05 f£ar (about 40 miles) but I 4o Fesl justifled in asking
that the trall bs stalked and some Imhrovanents could be made at
srossings of 1 numher of anall stremms that the trail crosses.‘\k

In the sirmer time one can £alrly well follow the Wa<\¥\
gou %racks to Candle, but fram hers %o Haycock, no two hardly
£ollow the same +track, and a H»in with wagon was nsvyer mads
heforae thisg swrmer over that route; this surmer to date 21 ner-
sons have aoms over from Havcosk and those that had not heen #
over befors had to have a guide, two different men started out
hy tham selven and were lost several days, and last summer a man
12ft here on the 22 of July and finally stagrered in to comp a—~
zain on Auz,23 nearly starved 4o death, the hills are bad and
“hat +trall should be staked, as neodle will travel that vway and
now it 1s the only dractical way to zet in to Candle early,from
Nomé,in the spring. . .

- UeSeGenlonrical Survey Bulletin 692 PlateX
shows plainly 4the route I sneak of, ny camp is at Split C»,from
there down Bear G», to Cub Cr, up the right 1limit of Cub Cr, and
ovn* in to the Hﬂa‘ of Peace River, down the righ% 1limit of Pea
e River and ovser in to Sy»prinz Cr, across Swesnstake and down

Moon or, acrosy Peacs River and over %o Dime Cr, that 1s the
737 the Leam 27me over this snrinzg with a wagon and the only way
93 far as we X11ow a2t nresent o

, I hava 'no%,nor will I,ask Mr.Jonses to have thils work
Yone,a3 I Peel uqrtain that no*h*nv whll be dons by him, in #
this section, nsrhaps thers i3 31 shoryaze of funds ? bu* I Jcan
382 "Thers 33 fiJQo 20114 he rade on +he 03rdl end 7 v
and just as rmizh 2904 work azcomplisht, but I guess that 1s non
of my husiness, however I think 4hat 2 Federal and Territorial
Dollar shnould have the gsrmeae sarning canasity as cny other Dollar
a1l for that r=ason helned %0 rass the Territorial Road Law “wo

Tears azo, thinking 4hat 4hare would he more efficlency and het-—
C bar vagulitg, hut *hn nolitical ‘hangers on gtiil se=m to have the
nraferqnsa, I think that 1€ a man is trusted with the judgement
2f snanding gaveral thousand dollaxms o1 rnads he shonld he ahie

FUC gay £SLR2T



31sc to 95 the bock—kseping for +thas T.ount, and guite G szving
would be mode rixhy there, I am fo» Toads and t»silsg and 1ot for
Dolitical Jobs, and 1 fae1 Sure from my talks with Mzjor Goth-
wall lag4 £all,vou wila agres with ma op that point, I gy gn obe
rator ang amdresiante the vaiye of a road ang g trail staked,
2.4 I will never helisve 4hg+ tYhe Alasks Roag Comriission and
the Territorigl Road Ccecommission ere created to give sof+4 snaps
to a favores few, and I =py Dositive that 1ts intentionsg are not-
t0 send men out in the country under Day,to insult beonle, get
drunk, arrestae angd fined for same.

Trusting that this natter will get, vour consideration
I m vours Tesdectfully.

e ' Candle ‘Alaskao

ALASKA ROAD GOMMISSIGN
JUNEAU, ALASKA

AUG 17 1921

FILE
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Dr, K.L.Graven
15368 Milvia St.
Barkslasy, Calbfornia.

Dacamnber 15th, 1921.

Col. JTames Steese | _ E:g
. S

» Juneau, Alaskéao 4 ,%:§¥:)
Dear Sir? - ,§

As I did not arrive in Nome in time to attend the meeting in
ths District Court, held for the purpose of discussing the road deval-
¢pient necds for tis Seward Psninsula, I tuke the lviber't’y of addrasssing
you nowe

I have spent 13 winters . and Zl‘ summers in the Kougarok Precinct,
on Coffee Creék and at Shelton or Lé,ne‘s Landing, am on speaking terms
with most of the "Nigger Hends", snow drifts, hills, rivers and lakes
and natural conditions in ¥®rk the Precinct and should haveo‘ a fair ides
where the rcuds should be lowated in orderAto best serve the distriect
as whole,

I T,s.@li@irf: thei the road or roads should, as far as practicahls,
phoudd e located where the'va.luea'bie minerals have been found, where
the pecple are and where the mail route has been established.

The esrly pioneers found the easiest and most natural access to
the very heart of the Kougarok thru Grantly Harbor, Tuksuk River, Im-‘-‘
uruk Lake and the Kuzitrin snd Kougarok Rivers and its tributarieswhere
valueable minerasls hsve heen located . For many years, up to the time
when the Seward Peninsula Rail Way wa & builtl, all the _freight and pas-
senger traffic came this ﬁay and Mary's Igloco, only 10 miles below
Shelton, was the hea& of navigation . I V_vish to call yowr attention
to the fact that the »xxx®x same steamers that supply Davidson's Lending
also supply Igloo and that the freightrates are the same, The depthof--
water, about 3 feet,is the same at both places, A 10 mile road, con«
necting Igloo, head cf navigation, with the Rail Read and the proposed
extention at Shelton, is absolutely essential to the economicsal devsl-
c¢yment of the lnown minerals at Coffee, Dahl, Quartz Creeks and the en=-
tire length of the Kougarok River' and would serve the upper Kougarok
better than from Davidson's Lending. The distance JS‘ soent the gawne

and the grade is much easier from Igloo. Onother point in faver of

et Bod 65637
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Cole 7.8, 2) ‘

Igloo is the fact that the Kuzitrin River freezes over later in the fall,
than Mary's River at Davidson's, and opens up earlier in the spring.
This i8 nc doub* dwr to its larger volume of water. Davidson's Landing
i8 sitnated on a still inlet of Imuruk Lake that freezes early in the
fall and the ice from the Kuzitrin River and Lake is forced in there

and kept there late in the spring.

: For the distribution of mineral deposits I refer you to Gecloglc-
el map "Bulléetin 642 Plate I", and others. You will notice thst the red

crosses are placed &t Coffee, Dshl and along the entire length of the
KougareokX River., The pecple naturally are where the mineralsare and the
mail route shouwld ve where the pecple are « On the other hand you will
fail to find z single indication of minefal deposits on the entire
lenglh of x*kx rcre than 40 miles fromiDavidson's to Tayloer Creek. The
history of this road is briefly this. TheATaylor Creek Ditech Company
and the Kougarok Mining Cormpany established their winter quarters at
Davidsorn's Lending in spite of our endevor to perswade them to iocate
at Igloo and makes an united effort to ohtain means to improve asnd build
& road from Iglco thru Shelton, Coffee, Dahl to Tayler, where tkhe pecple
have always traveled end always will. This Davidson route thur was 5
private one asnd interded Tor‘wimfer usa onliy and has been of no benefit
to anybody else, but these companies, as in the summer time, particular-
1y, it leads to ncwhere and the emploses of these cormy anies go and come
by Dahl, Coffceand Shelton to Nome. According to the teamsters of these
companiés the gradz on Cocco H3ill ig so steep that they have t¢ double
trip i%t, whereas an easy grade can bs obtained from Igloo to Taylor,
The Igloo=- Teyler route has been sidetracked for two main reas -
ens. 1. Opposition by the Davidson's Landing Outfits. 2. The Chamber
of Commsrce in Nome, composed largely of merchsnts, do not like the
idea of losing any of their business altho they'adﬁit that the heavier
articles must go thru Teller. When one considers that the freight rates
from Seattle to Igldo is about the same as to Nome, the difference be-
tween & 10 mile h aul from Igloo to Shelton and a 84 mile hsul from
Nome to Shelton becomes apparent. A 10 mile road from Igloo to Shelton
instead of a 40 mile road from Davidson to Taylor and a connecting link
betwern thie 1wo, which I urderstand is proposed, would save the con~-

struction of some 45 miles of roadsand incidentally save thousends of
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dollars, when dollars are hard to get, Ofcourse a road connecting
Davidson's Landing with Shelton as well as with Taylor would be of some
service, no doubt, but.they'would pass over, as far as is known, barren
soiland would be of miner benefit to the greatest number of miners and
operators. T have no ax to grind and am not in politics, but have en-
devored to give s fair idea of the needs of the Kougarok Precinct and
am eagerly locking forwsrd to the time when I can égain bring my family
back to Shelton, where I wes married and where our two boys were born,
Ixwryxootx edorexixxtiixThe oldest one, as far as I know, being the first
whiﬁe boy born in the Kougerok. I am not alone in this « There were
several femilies there when the Rail Road was running and théy'will come
again and others with them as soon as transportation facilities wilh
rermit of so doing.

I esarnestly hope that you, in the interest of the smaller op-
erators,‘minars and grespactors, ot causs I am pleading, will instrict
your represeniativa in Nome to look into thdse matters next suwmmer and
if s or you can find anybody, who is interested in the Kougérok probv -
lems, not polities, gﬁg'can disprove my contantions on the main isanues,
I wont say onother word, You havs 1h.Mr. Blake a fair, impartial in=
devidual who 18 not afraid of ths "Nigger Heads" énd who will view con~
ditiens from a standpoint of fairness to all concerned. There are thous-
ands of acras of Dradgihg ground , patented énd other wise, on Coffeé,
Dahl and along the Kougarolk River waiting for this road and cnaapar
transportation.

In ragapitulation I offer the attached rough scetch with notes,

Raespactfully yours



Igloo= Taylor Road, Davidson- Tayler Road.

1. Distanca about 40 nmiles, 1. Distance ahout 40 milaes,
- 2. Known gold daposits along 0 2. No wvalueahle depositas Tound
; miles of its length. along its antire cowrss,
‘ 3. Servas svaerivudy. 3.5ervas only two companias at Tay-

lor, wihich can he hather perved
tha othar way,

4, Easy gradas obtainable 4. Passss ovsr nills with ste=p grads
nacassibabing double trinning.

5. River at Igloo frasezaes ovar latar 5, Davidson situated on still inles,

in fall and opens earlier in which fraezes 2arly in the fall

the spring. and opens up late in bl spring.

6. Freight rates and depthof water, 6. Freight rates and depﬂmof watar,
about 3 faeat, ars the sama, ahout 3 fnﬂt, arg tie sams.

7. Has alwyays h=2an, is and very like-
1y will b2 the mail route as the 7. Nobody along its course and no
people ares locatad hars, mail sarvice,

8. The people from Candle, Deering, Inmachux and other
placas cone and go this way. ‘

9., Coffea, Dalhl and Quartz Crecks and the Kougarok River haye thousands
of acres of vatented and other dredging ground waiting y
for this road and cheapar fLransportation. gy

10, Noms Chamber of Comnerce( The Morehsunts) are not ra
booshting tha Igloo~ Shelton axtantion as it would \
taxa away gome of their hasiness, %fy 3

11. A 19D mile road connacting Shaelton with head o? =
navigation at Igloo would ha of greater servics t
to the Kougarok as a whole than a 40 mile road =\ N
from Davidson to Taylor and a 15 mile road E‘

x

connacting this one with the Shealton- Taylor N3 $;C«‘— <
road and tha cost of Huilding 45 miles of )P 3\ ,f; s
roads #onld ba savad. T\ 45%2§’ &

7 | P

Dr. X, L.Gravem
! 1536 Milvia St.
Shelton, via Nome, Al %3 . Berkeley; Calif

( Betweoq June lgt and-
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF EDUCATION, ALASKA DiVISION

ALASKA NATIVE SCHOOL, MEDICAL, AND REINDEER SERVICE

Cape Prince Wales, Jan. 17, 1922.
Mre. Chas. D. Jones,
Sup't Alaska Road Cormission,
Nome, Alasksa.

Dear Sir:- I have been requested by the rsidents of
Cape Prince Waleg, Cpae York and Shismareff sectious to take
up with you the needs in this section for staked trails and
shelter cabins.

The pérmanently staking of the trail from Teller to
Lost River has been a Wonierful benefit and we respectfully
request that it be continued to Capms Prince of Waleé a distance
of thirty three miles.

Our reasons are as follows:- Lost River is one of the
worst séctions on the coast‘for storms; The belt in which these
storms ocour‘is sbout twelve mides wide. Three miles ﬁas alreédy
been permanently staked and the remaining nine miles is an ex-
teememly dangerous storm belt where it is impossible %o travel
on the ice and the overland trail is through & dection where‘}
there are no léudmarks of any kind'and no shelter can be ob-
tained.

Between York and Cape Prince of Wales is a distance
of fifteen miles, eight miles of which is throﬁgh 8 belt where
no landmarks or shalter of any kind is to be had and where the

wind blows contiaually.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF EDUCATION, ALASKA DIVISION

ALASKA NATIVE SCHOOL, MEDICAL, AND REINDEER SERVICE
-2
Teller is the supply point for this wiole section and
Athis winter the biggest part of the supplies are being hauled
from Teller and the lack of staking has added'maﬁerially to the
cost by causing layups in weather that had the trail been staked
freighters could have traveled.

Beach wood is easily obtained for all this staking but

from Tin City td Wales & distance of nine miles the stakes would
ha?e to be hauléd from Tin City. ‘

| Between Wales and Shismareff a distance of sixth five
miles there is & lot of travel and some supplies are hauled from
Shismareff for at Cape Prince Wales it is so stormy in the sum-
mer that it is often impossible to land éupplies there and in -
addition the natives do all of their hunting and fishing at or
nearAShismareff, trading for supplies there which they haul to
Wales in the winter.

There 1s & good capin half-way between Wales and Shis-
mareff that could be bought regsonably and shoﬁld be equipped
‘with a stove,‘axe, saw and bunks. A dogbarn should ak3o be con-
structed, matetrial for which could be easily obtained as there
is plenty of drift wood at this voint.

The trail should be staked for the entire distance
and at the crossing of the lagoon just north of the cabin men-
tianed srrangements should be made to temporarily stake it every

year, a distance of fifteex miles avoiding a detour of thirty

milese.
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This section of the trail should be staked very
cheaply as drift wood is easidy obtained for the entire dis-
tance.

In this section of the country the natives trap and
hunt the entire winter and several lives have been lost as the
country is low and flat and very stormy with no shelter to be
had an no landmaXks of any kiund what so ever.

There is no regular mail route between Wales and
Shismareff, as 8ll of the mail is brought to Wakesfor Shisma-
reff and all travelers going to Shismareff take the mail over
that 1s in the Wales Post Office Waen they are lesving.

The cabin at Lost River which is used as @ shelter
cabin is in danger of nheing burned at any time due to the bad
condition of the stove pipe. It is & good cavin but a dog barn
is badly needed.

These are the imperative needs of this section and
anything you can do towards doing this work either all or in
part will be very much apprecited and money well speat.

I am

Réspectfully yours, ,
§=€z%?A7CZjZALLAL44—

Lecal Sup't.
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P e \(:2 / BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA (j}
N O / JUNEAU, ALASKA

. MNome, Alasks, Feb. 17, 1922,
FProm :- Chas. D. Jones, Sup't Alaska Rcad Commission.
To i~ Col Jas. G. Steese President of Board A. “.'C.

4.

ect:~ Work on toute 67.

v
o
r

S

l:- There has been considerable comp.aint this winter as to
the staking on route 67. Fenny River Teller. I recommended
that this route be gone over from Nome to Teller in my gemeral
recommendations and am at this time taking it up with you
specificaly after making all the inquiries possible as to the
general conditions prevailing on this route and from men in ~
whpge judgement I would place confidence.

2:- Io work has been done on this route for years and it must
be gone over for the entire distance.Between Nome and Penny
River over half of the stakes are gone and the rest of them s
are leaning and need resetting. This from my own personal
inspection. The same condition I am told exists on many stret-
ches of the trail betwéen Penny River and Cape Douglas.

%:- FPor most of the work drift wood can be obtsirned along the
beach and at hand for the work but some hauling will have to
be done.

4.~ I would like to permanently stake the trail to Gold Run
at the same time, cutting out the temporary staking each winter
and for the entire project regquest that 83,000 dollars be ap-
prociatadvhich should do all of % e work required and would

last for years.

el nox 65637
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N2 Wome, Alaska, Jan. 21, 1922.

Prom: Chas. D. Jones Sup!t Alaska Road Commission.

To: Col. Jas. G. Steese, President Board.

v
P
Y.

pet

Subject: Inc. letter asking for trail and cabin work. a8

li~ Inclosed you will find a letter from Mr. T. P. Killeen
requesting permenent staking in the Cape Prince of Walszs
section.

2;- The Alaska Road Commission has never done any work in th
this section and I made no report of work here in my recommen-
dations.

3;=- I can confirm his statements from my own knowledge of some
of the conditions existing and feel that if possible some al-

lotment 'should be made for some of the work.

DO

oup(t“ziaska Road Commission.
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WAR DEPARTMENT
ALASKA ROAD COMMI‘S‘S!ON B
JUNEAU, ALASKA '

February 1o, 1929
Subject: Yuxon-Kuskokwim Portage.

To: ¥r. Donald MacDonald, Asst. Supnt., A. R. C.

1. Upon arrival at Junesu you will confer with Lt.
Chrictiansen, who will furaish you drawings and other details of the
Tukon-XKuskolowim Portage. You will please familiarigze yourself with
all details connected with this project and, pending the arrival of
Major Elliott from the south, you will nlease prepare all requisitions
for materisls bssed uvon the detailed plan on the geaeral assumption that
the Alaska Rozad Commission will furnish all iron and special
squared lumber and also explosives and other materials necessary to
procure outside; that we will aandle the canal on the second portage
curselves with dynamite and thst all the other work will be done by
local contract, using materials furnished ss above, contractor to
furnish all other materials-~—-timbers and the like. There 7ill be a
separate contract for each portage, canvassed in Bethel and vicinity
for the third portasge, Russian Mission and vicinity for the first
portage and nrobably both for the second portage.

2. Ve expect to nandle tnis entire job from the Fairbanks.
office, seanding down one local engineer and one or two assistants,
who will do the dynamite worx on the second portage and then travel
back and forth checking un on the contractor for erection of gf der-
ricks, etec. You will therefore, please sudbmit a letter recommending
the exact number of men to be sent down from Fairbanks, plan for quarter-
ing and feeding them, estimate of time and equipment required and a
recommendation as to the most auspicious time to start the operations.

9-s5//5/

D. H. Gillette,
Engineer Officer.

DHG:IH
Fac. 2 (File 13/13%b-6 and dynamite boock)



WARDEPARTMENT
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

© JUNEAU, ALASKA

: July 26, 1928
Subject: Report of Investigation of Yukon-Kuskokwim-Russian Mission
Portage. *
To: ' The President of the Board.

1. Itinerary. Left Nenana June 23, 5:30 p.m.; arrived Russian
Mission June 27, noon. Left Russian Mission with mail carrier June 28,
10 a.m. Left mouth of Mud Creek 2 p.m. June 30; arrived Bethel 3 a.m.

July 1.

2. Made trip with regular mail carrier, Charlie Jacobsen, who
used the following equipment:

(a) Russian Mission to Portage One, small launch.

(b) Portage. One to Portage Two, row boat with
Johnson motor.

(c) Portage Two to Portage Three, row btoat with
Johnson motor.

(d) 1In lake in Portage Three, row boat.

(e) Mud Creek to Bethel, row boat with Johnson
motor.

At all portages Lieut. Garges and I took elevations by hand level and made
megsurements by tape. Data contained in Taylor's report of October 21, '
1927, was verified and corrected herein where necessary. (Paragraph numbers
arranged to agree with that report for ready reference).

3. Description of Route. Corrections noted as follows:

(a) Russian Mission to First Portage. Total
distance estimated at least 4O miles. At least two
signs needed at branch sloughs to indicate direction
(one at Mile 22, one at about Mile 30).

(b) PFirst Portage. Measured and tripoded a line
2425 feet long with two curves. Total lift 54 feet,
drop 27 feet.

(c) PFirst Portage to Second Portage. No
corrections.

“€7-9v€%7é;/



Presidént of the Board . -2 - 7/26/28

(d) Second Portage (Item 1). Distance 3,000 feet.
Determined difference of elevation between lake levels
to be approximately Y4 feet. Proper treatment of this
situation would be to excavate as recommended in Tayloris
report to level of Big Leke (XKulikx Lake), leaving a
natural dam at west end of ditch, near Second Lake,
crossing same by means of a roller ramp and winch. The .
lower, or Kulik end of the ditch should also be crossed
by means of a roller ramp and winch. If ditch were
made open to Kulik Lake the wind would very soon build
a natural dam at that point. It should be particularly
noted that Second Lake should by no means be connected
with Kulik Lake as otherwise all the water in Second
Lake would drain into Kulik Lake, and the whole project
would be ruinsed.

(e) Portage Two to Portage Three (see Taylor,
Item 4). Recommend that nothing be done to the channel
between Kulik and Kukaklik Lakes. If this channel is
widened, too much water will flow out, and if a gate
or dam should be put in, it is believed that the chan-
nel would tend to silt up, and the channel is satis-
factory as is, with a very limited amount of brushing.
The upper 4 miles of Crooked Creek should be marked
and brushed out in limited mamnner, as recommended in
Taylor's report.

(f) Portage Three. Checked new route, and laid
out and measured a line to give best ground. This
measures 4,000 feet, in practically a straight line.
NOTE: Sufficient time was not available to cruise
out another location. If was not believed that any-
thing would be gained by so doing as ties and poles
were already in place at one end of the line, and
any small saving in distance would probably be offset
by the cost of moving the ties and poles. The proper
treatment for this portage is a derrick at Johnson
Creek, and a roller ramp at Mud Creek.

(g) Portage Three to end. Did not have sufficient
instruments to measure fall in Mud Creek. Apparently
the slope is negligible, and it is believed that a dam
with a crest elevation of 4 feet above elevation of
top of o0ld dem would provide at least 18 inches of
water at all times at the Mud Creek end of Portage
No. 3. This dam could be of very rough construction,




President of‘the Board _ -3- 7/26/28
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brush, earth and cribs, but might be provided
with a gate or'valve, so that some control can
be had over the pool elevation. The mail
carrier stated that ice and current effects
would be negligible. The crossing of this dam
by derrick is recommended.

L. Work Recommended.
A. LAND IMPROVEMENTS.
Portage No. 1 (2,500 feet of tram).
Steel rails

2500 feet track (12¢ rail & fittings) f.o.b. Seattle....$lU92.00
Freight on rails and fittings to tramsite....c.eceesieeee 820.00
840 ties 7' long, 5" thick, with minimum 3" face,

spaced 3' centers ® 50f €8....ccvveeercrciacrcassnecess 420.00
120 poles , 16' long, min. diameter 4" @ 75¢........0... 90.00
ZhwdmwrMMMs@&%e&u”“nun”"”nuu.%&w
Irons for one stiff leg derrick, including chain blocks,

2 ton capacityececrcereietrireceiecitiansiansscescaas.. 200.00
1580 1lin. ft. 3" cable @ 20¢...cccvvesoceeccoceseereres. 316.00
1 roller bearing push'car........... cevessasasscseasssse 150.00
Freight on items 5, 6, 7 and 8, Seattle to site...e..... 150.00
Laoor..................................................2 000.00

TOtAL. e veererernvenessrn.$5,138.00
Portage No. 3 (4,000 feet of tram).
Steel rails

4,000 feet track (12# rail & fittings) f.o.b.Seattle.. 793.00
Freight on . rails and fittings to tremsite............. 960.00

1240 ties - 7' long, 5" thick, minimum 3" face,

spaced 38175 centers, @ 60¢ €a...c0c.00eenrecccsaces.  THH.00
740 poles 16 feet long, minimum dismeter U*, @ 25¢.... 185.00

2 hand power winches @ $250........... tecesssesssssss. H00.00
Irons for one stiff leg derrick including chain blocks,

2 ton CapaCitYeersrrsacircerersrritsrienscscnsasensss 200.00
1000 lin. ft. 3" hoisting cable & 204.. teesessses. 200,00
Roller ramp (l)....................................... 200.00
1 roller bearing push car, standard gauge.......sessee 150.00

" Freight on items 5, 6, 7 and 9, Seattle to site....... 200.00

Move Second Cabin to Johnson Creek.........e.eecvese.. 200.00
L&bOI‘...-......-.....--..-....o..u-.--.-.....-.--..... !'OOOoOO

Potaleserernnrennennn....$7,332.00
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B, WATER IMPROVEMENTS.

1. Portage No. 2.

Construction of 3,000 lin. ft. of canal,

b ft. wide, 3 ft. deep, connecting

Lake Two with Kulik Lake, 2,000 cubic

yards at $1.00 a yard......... ceeeesee..2,000.00
N.B. Believe that this could be done,

using dynamite, by three men in three

weeks, providing that frozen ground

is not too near the surface. ,
2 winches, etc. with cable...veeceves.o,. 550,00
4 roller ramps.....c..cvveuunnas cieseeeas.__800,00 3,250.00

2. Widen and deepen 300 feet of channel between First
and secondLakes.lll'll...l.....Ol..."..'...‘... 200‘00

3. Mud Creekx. Two large snags to be removed, channel
to be widened in places, construction of dam near _
mouth with gate, derrick at dam...v..vevnn.vsnea.4,000.00

4. Provide increased depth and width in places along
channel between large 1lakeS....vecceievesecensass HW.00

5.  Clear, widen and mark where necessary channel
between last large lake and junction with
JONNSON CT@EK. . uu.tienceoernacaresnsanncennsssssoslt,000.00

TOtalesveenennsnees..$22,050.00

5. Desirability of Improvement. It is believed that if this
portage is improved, many persons will enter and leave the Xuskokwim as
passengers. The situation is that ia order to get out of the area the
local inhabitants are practically obliged to use the portage, as the air-
plane fare to Anchorage is $500 and to Fairbanks is $750. Also the TUPPER
arrives too late and leaves too early to do prospectors and trappers much
good. The mail service over the portage connects with the Nenana River
boats and it is believed that the improvement of this portage would give
a much needed relief to the locality, and that the benefits to be derived
would be entirely commensurate with the cost of the improvement.

6. Bagis for Cooperation. It is believed that an equitable
basis of cooperation would be that the Alaska Road Commission and the
Territory should each pay half of the total cost of this improvement, i.e.,
about $15,000 should be allotted from each source as above estimate is

(D/ approximate only. To cover the above, a suggested amendment to Chap. 51
of 1927 Session Laws is incorporated directly in our office copy.

D. H. Gillette,
Engineer Officer.
DHEG: IH
CC Fairbanks.




‘WAR DEPARTMENT " -
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

JUNEAU, ALASKA

Cctober 21, 1927

Subject: Remort of Investigation Yuikon-Kusikokwim. Rugsian lMissiocn Portage.

. To: Major D. H. Gillette, Engineer Officer.
1. Itinerary. Left Fairbanks September lst 8:00 a. m., arrived Russian

Mission September 7th, 11:45 p. m. Left Russian Mission over Poriage
Sentember 8th, 10:00 a. m. Arrived mouth Mud Creek on Kuskokwim
September 10th, 1:00 p. m. Returned to Fairbanks via Takotna. Arrived
Fairbacks September 23rd, 7:00 p. m.

2., The trin over the portage was made with the regular mail carvier.
Thare is a mail contract requiring a round trip between Russian
Mission and Bethel once every two wesks. Good weather was encountered
so that the trip was made in good time.
N

3. Description of Route- b
Leaving Bussian Mission one proceeds by small gas boat down the Tuken. . -
River b5 miles to the mouth of Tatlawuksuk Slough, thence up this slough
approximately 30 miles to point where the first poriage starts. At the ©
time of this trip there were numerous places in .this slough over the
last ten miles before reaching the portage, where the depth of water
would not exceed 1} feet. Thence over first portage, hereafter known
as Portage No. 1, adistance of § mile. Here a shelter cabin Dbuilt
last year is located. Thence by row boat propelled by outboard motor
across small lake aporoximately one mile, t hence through a narrow
channel 300 feet long, across second small lake, approximately one
mile. At this point at present it is necessary to vortage a distance
302°-6f ¥,000 feet to large lake beyond. These lakes are connected by a
grass slough, practically dry at the time of this trip. In the past
it has been possible at times to drag a boat through this slough,
which has at times had a little water in it. From observation with
a hand level only, it anveared that these lakes were at or nearly the
vo., same level. If this proves true, a ditch large enough to accommodate
474 the small boats making tais itrip could be constructed between these
'~ lakes without changing the depth of water-in either. Should there

H
-~
H
2

- prove to be asdlight difference in elevation, the present relative
17 . levels could be maintained by use of a gate. Thence by another row
y?uxtfioat, propelled by outboard motor, across lake two miles., This lake

A
W has a deoth of not over 5 feet and shallows up on the edges to a depth

of not over one foot for a distance of 300 feet from shore. Leaving
this lake. a winding channel is followed for a distance of one mile.




Engineer Officer -2=- : ©o1ofar/ey
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) This cnannel\has a slight car*ent is very crooked and oartlJ filled with grass
St and water lilies. The controlling depth is one foot. While some deepening,
va” ¥ widening and c’earln* of vegetation would be d831rab1e,/1t s doubtful how much

'k>/¢?2 of this work could safely be done without increasing the flow and lowering the
= lake., Here again a gate control may be found possible? This channel enters
- another large lake which is crossed, a distance of two miles. Like the previcus
&ﬁf:t/ ake, the depth of water does not exceed four fzet with shallows near the shore.
Leaving this lake the route follows narrow grass grovn channds connecting small
laikes. Like the channel first described, these connections are all grass grown
but have fairly good denth of water, 2 to 3 feet. The entire ccuniry for sev=—
eral miles is covered with these small lakes and connecti:ns., There are several
s ~alternate routes, all of which should be investigated and the best selected.

v Thi's route should then be well marked and improved by widening and sirailgtening,
v/ﬁgi amount of such work, however, must be limited so as not to greatly increase
the flow out of the lake. There is aporoximetely four miles of this {ype of

channel which is the headwater cf Crooked Creek. Crooked Creek is followed Tfor
ﬂJrhuL about 20 miles downstream. The channel is narrow, crocked snd grass grown. Con-
siderable small Drush grows along the banks near the water's edge which partially
imnedes progress. Little could be done toward straightenirz or widening. A
ew of the sharper turns might be widened some, however! The brush should Ye
cut along the warer!s edge in the narrow secticns., Leaving Crooked Creek at the
Junction with Johnson Cresk, the route follows up Johnson Creek aporoximately
8 miles to the beginning of the next portage. No work is necessary on Johnson
Creek. The route at present leaves Johnson Creek and crosses a small swamp .
lake, very skallcew, to beginning of actual portage, thence over 3,000 feet of
portage to small lake, where the shelter cabin constructed last year is located,
thence across lake by row boat 300 feet, thence over 200 foot portage to Mud
Creeiz. With the idea of the construction of a tram, & new route was cruised
out from good water on Johnson Creek to a point on Mud Creek approximately
one-half mile below present end of portage on Mud Creeir, It was found that
3700 feet of tram would be required. The channel of Johnson Creek is very
crooked and it is vpossible that by mapcing a short section, say 2 miles of both
Johnson and Mud Creeks, a shorier route might be found. ZLeaving this portage,
hereafter called Portage No. 2, the route follows down Mud Creek 5 miles to a
deep water slough of the Xuskokwim. This portion of the route is as trouble-
gsome as any of the water portion of the route. The water is very shallow the
entire distence, in short sections the depth being not over six inches at the
time of this trip. The channel is also very narrow in places and has some
snags and brush that should be removed. The stream has a very light gradient
and it is believed that a dam a2t the mouth, made of brush and earth and six
Yiafor eight fset high would back the water up to the present portage. Part of
such an o0ld dam still remasins in the mouth. This was built some years ago to
float out logs, according to information obtained, and was later partly removed
’ - tc allow the passage of bosats. K survey saould be made to determine the
. - feasibility of this. Should such a dam be feamsible, a stiff leg derrick with
hand winch could be used to elevate boats over it. In any case, it is believed
the improvement of this »nart of the route is very important.
4, Worlz Recommended-
The work recommended is divided into two sections (a) construction of trams
and avpurtenances; (b), Improvement of water portions of the route.

N
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B3TILATED COST CF TRAUS.

1)

Portage We. 1 (2,300 feel)

1. 2500 fest track, (12f rail & fittiags) f.o.b. Seattle. .3 ¥492.00 7
2. Preight on rail & fittings to tramsite . . . . . . . & . 820.20
3. 8U0 ties - 7' long, 5" thick, with minimum 3" face
snaced 3! centers & 30f ea. . . . . . . .. B72.00°
L. 120 noles, 12! loagz, min. diameter UM & S50fea.. . . . .. #9900 T0
5. " Three hand nower winches 3 3250.00eq. . . . 4 . . . . . 750.00.
5. Irons for swo-siiff l2g derrickx, inclading hlocks,
B o2 %smcapacity o4 . o . w . . . .. .. HOOIDO T
7. 565 lin. ft. s incacable S 208 .« o o . . . w4 . .. .. 120,00
3. 1 rollsr weariag opush car ORI 150.20 —
5, Trt. on items 5, & and 7, Seattle %5 site . . . . . . .. 150,00
12. Zabor . . . . o . ... e e e s s s e s . e o +.2,000.30

.
tal 3‘—71&*“0



" Engineer Officer L b= o . 10/21/27

ESTIMATED COST OF T2AlS.(Con't.)
Portage No. 1 (2,500 feet)

Wooden Rails

“~.__ Rail %o ccnsist of 2,-2" x 6" with broken joints

/ 1. 10,000ft3.4, 2" x 6" fir @320 . ... . . . . .. $ 200.00
2. Frt. on lumber to site . . . . . C e e e 625.00
3. 1250 ties 7! 135@_5“ taick, min. 3" :ace—-a‘ centers
. @ 30¢. . . . 1,000.00
4, 120 poles, 16' long, mtntndlameter oog 5Q¢ea“ Coe £0.00
5. Three hand power winches @& -$250.00 €av + « o« o & .« & 750.Q0
6. Irons for two stiff leg derricks, including blocks,
2 ton canacity « « ¢ v 4 v el 4 e e e e e e s 400.00
7. 600 lin., ft. % inch cable @ 20¢ . + v v o o « o o 120.00
€. 1 roller oearlng push car1¥ .. .*fmi e e e e 150,00
9. Frt. on items 5, b and 77 Seattle to site. . R 150.00
10. 3C0 1bs. 30§ couw. nails-landed at site . . . . . 7w, » 21.00
11. Lakor . . . . . e e e s e e e e e e »_—2,000.00
$5,476.00
‘ oo
Portage No. . (?}%g//;eet)
Steel Rails ‘
. 4\300
1. 3,790 feet track (12# rail & fittings) f.o.b. Seattle.  F33:00 L Vi%%
2. TFreight on rail & fittings to tramsite « . . . ¢ o « & 888,00+ T Lo®
3. 1240 ties - 7' long, /Q thick, minimum 3" face @ B9 ea. 992.00 202
(spaced (3! centers)
‘4, 740 poles 16 £ 1long, minimum diemeter 4" @ 504 . . . 3FONHO 3T
5. 2 hand power winches @ $250.00 . .75 . . . .« o « B500.00v
6.- Irons fér twd stiff leg derricks *ncludlng blocks, : . T e
Loy 2 ton Ccapacity « .« . . . . 4 . .. . .. HOGERE L0

. M0o-1in. £t.(3Mhoisting cable G(2047 . . . . . . . . . .(FO/R
,f’¢i. 1 roller bearing phSh car, standard ganbe e« s o « « o+ +150.00
PN 022
" ;o5 TFreight on items 5, 0, ¥~andw8~. S

S Labor . .. ... T W s o
‘l;;\\'\ ;J\

2 (“"‘q
g ! %U‘{EH A TAY fhels ib' \



‘Engineer Officer e : 10/21/27

4ﬁoo/ Portage No. 2. (3,100 feet)

Wooden rails
<

Rails'to‘consist of 2-2% x 6" with hroken joints

1. 14,800 f¢. B.M. 2" x 6" fir @820 . . . . . . . .. $§ 296.00
2. TFreight on lumber to site . . . . . . . . . . .« . . 1,480.00
3. 1,850 ties - 7Y long, 5" thick, mininmm 3" face,

2! centers ©30¢ . . . . . . 1,430.00
4., 740 poles 16 f%. long, minimmm dismeter YUY @ 50¢4. . . 37C.00
5. 2 hand power winches @ $250.00°. . . « v v v « . . . . 500.00
6. Irons for two stiff leg derricks'including blocks,

2 ton capacity + . . . v . e 400.00

7. 400 lin. ft. 3" hoisting cable & 20¢ . e e e e 80.00
8. 1 roller dear 1nw push car, standard quEB e e e e e 150.00
9, Freight onitems 5, 6, 7 and 8 . .. .. e . e e 150.00
10, 500 1bs. 30 4 com. nails, landed at 51te. e e Te e e e 40.00
Io Labor o v v v v v e v e e e e e e e e e e e e e v e ee 2,775.00

Total ”wx\ $7,721.00

{», The improvements in the water porsion of the route are listed ‘in
their relative importance. Estimates of the cost in most cases must be
considered very approximateZ¥ as the work to be done is rather indefinite
and the cost of doing such work is uncertain. Based upon an estimated
cost of $12,552.00 for the trams; under the existing Territorial law not
to exceed $6,326.00 of Territorial funds would be available for the improve-
ment of the waterway. This is inadequate to perform the most desirable work.

2900 1. Construction H;ébo lin. feet of canal 6 feet wide, 3 feet deep, straight
sides, connecting small lake with large lake (see description of route)
2,667 cu. yds. @ $1.00 . . . . . . 2,667.00

1 2. Widen & deepen 300 ft. channel between lst and 2nd lakes... 200:66 Z

3. (Clear out brush along Mud Creek, widen channel in places,
’ , const"uct one dam near mouth to provide greater denth,
{ayww and make provision for passage of boate over dam . . . . . .4,000.00 .
=
O‘k. Provide increased depth and width in places along channel
e between large lakeS. . . . . . « o« 4 + + 4 4 o ¢« o « « . . . 500.00
5. Clear, widen and mark where necessary channel between last [Jmtit
. _ large lake and junction with Johnson Creekx . . . . . . . . .14,000.00 /

Total o o e . %,BGTO‘JO



Engineer Officer -5 i 10/21/27

Under item (3) it is assumed that one dam at the mouth of Mud Creek

-Yﬁd would back up water to the portage. It may prove impracticabls to

~~ build a dam of height necessary to accomplish this. If the latter
is true, a second or even a third dam could be constructed at proper
intervals.

Under items (4) and (5) as stated before, the amount of clearing.
widening and deepening in these channels should be conirclled by the
effect on ths flow in the channels and the tsndency to lower the lakes.
This could be prevented by gate or brash dam control.

5. Degiradbility of Improvement.
At present, traffic over this route is relatively lighd. There is a mail
trip each way every two weeks. In addition to the mail, which will
amount to probably 4,000 lbs. a season, very little tonnage is moved
tais way. A total of probably 40 people crossed the portage last season
aside from the mail carriers.

The present situstion is such that anyone going into the Kuskokwim aresa
can get in by water from the Yukon mors easily than any other wey except
by plane. There is a bi-weekly service to Russian Mission on the Yukon,
while there are only two ocean sitesamers a season from Seattle to Bethel
and only two river steamers a season from Bethel to McGrath.

Undoubtedly if the recommended improvement is made, there will be a
slight increase ian number of persons travelling this route, and it is
probable that a small tonnage in perishables would be moved from the
Tukon to lower Kuskokwim River points,

- /C%;?;/fi;;y//”
Ike P. Taylor
Ass't. Chief Engineer
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Re request contrac r route 78153, Bethel to Holy C. .s, for improvement

portage between Yukon - Kuskokwim.
Post Office Begartment

DIVISION OF RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE
OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT THIRTEENTH DIVISION

RAW/D SEATTLE, WASH.

September 7, 1923.

Honorable Scott 8. Bons,
Governor of Alaska,
Juneau, Alaska. ) ¢

My dear Sir:
 Herewith a request from iir, Oscar Samuelson, of Bethel,

Alaska, the contractor route 78155, Bethel to Holy Cross, through
Chief (Clerk, Railway Mail Service, Nenana, Alaska, for the improvement
of the portage between the Yukon and Kuskokwim Rivers over which the

United States mails are transported during the sugmer season from June

to October, inclusive.
It would seem that this is a matter that might praoperly be

(———————Bgought to the attention of the Alaska Road Commission.
' Res pectfully yours,

S

VAl

~ .
Gevernor's Office, : ‘
- . uperintenient
Sept. 13, 1 Sup '
Rafarrsd wo tha Alaskxza Fead

Corrission.

JUNEAU ALASKA
£

SEp

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
e

s,
-
FILE




78155

Office of Chief Clerk
Railway Mail Service,
Nenana, Alaska, Augs 18, 1923 ( Davis )

Superintendent, RMS,,
Seattle, Washe,

My Dear Sir:

I am in receipt of the following letter dated at Holycress Aug, 15, 1923
sigmned by Oscar Samuelsen centractor of abeve numbered reute.

" Please help us in getting some improvment made on the Kuskukwim ~ Yukon
Portage, it is almeat impessible to make the trip accress there any mere
with out seme improvmemt. "

My gamuelson was met at Helycross on the date above mentioned and in reply
to inquiry stated that the only improvment or work done on this portage
to his knowledge was that during last or the present summer the route had
been staked.

A summer mail route has been maintained between Holycross and Bethel
accress this porsage for many years and will be required for some years
in the future, this route has always been expensive and at present cests
the Department fifty ene cents per pound to mwe mail either way on the
route Whikh is approxinately 238 miles one way.

It is understood that the approximate distance between the Yiknn and
Ruskukwim rivers is fifty five miles and in this distance the carrier
mekes FIVE portages of from one quarter to one mile in length, which means
that the mail must be carried on the carriers back betwsen the boats at
each portage,

Mr Samuelson informed me that it is necessary fer him to maintain twe
gas beats, one for use on the Yukon and one for use on the XKuskwkwim
rivers and also five row boats, two of which are qquipt with Evinrude
motorsy these row boats are used between the portages.

It is recommended that Hr Samuelson's request be referred to the Geverner
of Alaska for such-action as may be possible,

Very respectfully,

Chief Clerk.
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MA»;~
dalter Y. Lukens

Takotna, ilaska, via Me Grath.

Yukon-Kuskokwim Portagze examination authorized to include both Russian Miazion
and Paixﬁute‘ routes. Stop. Make after arrival of Hinney and your relief by him.
Authorized expend three thousand dollars and must cover the cost of bringing
you out, 3top. Obtain profiles for short distances only cvar‘portages. Stop.

3ketchaed aligment with distances suitable and in general following instrwtims
given to you last year. Take all photographs possible.
STERSE
JGS-h
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o
o
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Ancherage, May 21st, 1923,

Col, Steese:

The enclosed telegram has not been forwarded to
Lukens, He is still inaccessible, It was my plan to wire him about
May 25th when he should be accessible from McGrath, The following
telegram is suggested to him: ’ :

"Yukon-Kuskokwim Portage examingtion authorized,
To include both Russian Mission and Paimute routes. Make
after arrival of Kinney amd your relief by him. Au-
thorized expend three thousand dellars and must coever the
cost of bringing you out., Obtain profiles for shert
distarces only over portages, Sketched alignment with
distances suitable and in gemeral following instructions
given tolyou last year. Take all photographs pessible,”

L
P
I
-
-

John C. Gotwals
Engineer Officer

JCG=z



March 15, 1929

¥r. R. J. Sommers
Terri torial Highway Engineer
Juneau, Alaska

Yy dear ¥r. Sommers:

feceipt i3 acikmowledged of 3 nrovosed bill providing for
the construction of the Yukon-Kuskokwim portage reading as follows:

T

YA BILL

"Por An Act: To provide for the construction of tramways
and water ways on the Portsge between the
Yuizon and Tuskokwim Hivers, and declaring an
amergency.

"BE IT ZYACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE CF THE TERRITORY OF ALASKA:

#Section 1: That the Federal Board of Road Jommissioners
for Alaska, with the 2cnsent and approval of the Territorial
Board ¢f Hoad Comrigsioners, are hersby suthorized snd em-~
powared to construct, equip and maintain tramways, dams, der-
ricks and ramps and water ways, and to clean out and dredge
the sloughs, lakes and streams connecting the Yukon River
and intermediary lakes with the Kuskoxwim River at the place
known as the "Portage", beinz a place below Holy Cross; Pro-
vided the Federal Board of Road Commissioners, known as the
Alasia Road Commission, shall contridute funds necessary for
land improvzments, all water way improvements to be performed
by Territorial funds made available under this Act.

“Section 2: That, when constructed, the tramways, water-
ways, etc. constituting the improvement to the Portage, shall
be, until otherwise provided by law, under the management,
control and regulation of the Federal Board of Road Commission-
ers.

#"Section 3: For the purpose of carrying out the provi-
sions of the Act, there is hereby appropriated from the
general funds of the Territory, not otherwise appropriatad,
the sum of Fifteen Thousand Dollars (315,000.00), or so much
thereof as may be necessary for the conatruction of such
tramways and w»ater ways.

g o
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dr. Sommers - 3/15/29

“Section 4: That, »hen completed, said improvements to
the Portage shall be maintained, repaired, kepnt in condition,
or extended, withouwt any spacial appropriation from the Terri-
tory of Alaska, Jointly by the Alasks Road Commission and the
Territorial Board of Road Commissioners, and any funds which
have hitherto been made available or which shall hersafter be
made available for the ccastruction of roads, trails, bridges,
or ferries in the Fourth Division and which may not otherwise
be required for immediate use therein, or in the construction
and maintenance or illumination of airplane landing fields
and hydroplane moorings may be used for the maintenance, re-
pair or extension of said improvements to the Fortags.

iSection 5: An emergency is hsreby declared to exiat
and tihis Act shall be in full force and effect from and after
its passage and approval.®

Please be advised that the Alaska Road Commission agrees %o
cooperate in this project in accordance with the terms of the above pro-
posed act.

Yours very truly,

Malcolm Elliott,
President.

HE:IH



March 31, 1928

Territoriasl Board of Road Commissioners
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Sirs: Subject: Yukon-Kuskokwim Portage.

Chapter 51, Session Laws 1927, appropriated the sum of
315,000.00 from the general funds of the Territory for the purvose of
improving the portage connecting the Yukon River with the Kuskokwim
River below Holy Cross, with the proviso that the Alasia Road Commission
should contribute not less thay two-thirds of the amount requirsed to
carry out the nurpose of the act.

While the Alaska Hoad Commission would approve a reasonabls
expenditure of Federal funds for the improvement of this portage on a
cooperative basis, we regret to inform you that under the provisions of
the law as it now stands, the initiation of work on tais project would not
result in completion of a through route for the following reasons:

(1) Improvement of this route is sstimated to cost
a total of about $24,000.00, of which amount $12,000.00 is
necessary to improve land communications and $12,000.00 for
water communicetions.

(2) It is an established policy of the Road Com-
mission, based upon law, thai we can not undertake waterwsy
improvements. Therefore, as the Road Commission could, at best,
properly expend only $12,000.00 on the land part of this
improvement, therse would then be available, under the provisions
of Chapter 51, only half eunough funds to do the water part with
Territorial funds. Under the circumstances this would mean a
very large expenditure of funds from both boards with little or
no resultant benefit.

Much as we regret this.situation, the Road Commission feels
that the project, although worthy of Federal cooperation, can not be under-
takken until the law is amended 20 as to permit the proper division of funds.
A situation of this kind, regrettable from every viewpoint may bde avoided
hereafter if .the Legislature will consult the Alasika Road Commiasion on all
nrojects in which the expenditure of Federal funds is contemplated. There
was no. such consultation in connection with this project. The Rcad Com-
mission is always ready and willing to cooperate with the Territory in the
construction of worthy projects of genersl benefit, snd we stand ready at
all times to offer to the Territorial Legislatwre, as well as to your board,

xﬂw’O,(T//é;/
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IN THE HOUSE ) By Mr. Doanlly
House Bill No.__
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE TERRITORY OF ALASKA
NINTH SESSION
A BILL

For An Act: To provide for the construction of tramways

and water waye on the Portage between the

Yukon and the Kuskokwim Rivers, and declar-

_ ing an emergency.
BE IT EFACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE‘OF THE TERRITORY OF ALASKA:
Seotion 1: That the Federal Board of Road Commissioners

for Alaska, with the consent and approval of the Territorial
Board of Road Commiegsioners, are hereby authorized and em-
powered to construct, equip and maintain tramways, doms, der-
ricks and ramps and water ways, and to cdlean out aﬁd.dredge
the sloughs, lakes and streams connecting the Yukon‘aiver
aqd‘intermediary lakes with the Kuskokwim River at the place
k50wn as the "Portagé", being a place below Holy crqés; Pro-
vided the Federal Board of Road Commissioners, knoﬁn‘as.thé
Alaska Rosad Comﬁiasion; shal} contribute funds neoéaeér?‘for

land improvements, all water way improvements to be perféfmed

by Territorial funde made avallable under this Aoct,

section 23 That, when constructed, the tramways, ﬁater—

'|ways, etoc, constituting the improfement to the Portage, ahall

be, until otherwise provided by law, under the management,

.control and regulation of the Federal Board of Road Commission-

ers.

Section 3: For the purpose of carrying out the provi-

sions of the Act, theref1é’hereby,approprigzédwfrom the

general funds of the Territory, not\otherwise annreoprinted,
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the sum of Fifteen’ Thousand Dollers ($15,000.00), or so much

“s
thereof ag may be necess 5y for the eonstruction of such

tramways and water ways. ‘\\\

gection 4: That, when oompinted. psaid improvements to

| The Pﬁrtag&mghall be maintained, renaired, kept in condition,

or extended, wi?ﬁaut any special uppropriation from the Terri-

tory of Alaska, jointly by the Algska Road Gommiaaion and the
' ners, and any funds which

Territorial Board of
have hitherto been made available or whioh nhall hereafter be

made available for the construection ofvroads.,traila, bridges,
or ferries in the Fourth Division and which may not otherwise
be required for immediate use therein, or in the construction
and maintenance or illumination of éirplane landing fields
and hydroplane moorings may be used for the maintenance, re-
palr or extension of saild improvements to the Portage.

gection 5: An emergenoy 1s hereby declared to exist

snd this Act shall be in full foroe and effeot from and after

ite paesage and approval,
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Qctober 25, 1927

Mr. Hawley ¥. Sterling
Supt., Alaska Road Commission
Falrbanks, Alaska

Daar 3terling:
& /3//3<.~— 6

Herewith Taylor's repoig( on Zxamination of Yukon
Kuskoikwim Portage for your information.

Pleases lot us have your opinion in gensral as to
the feasibility of the plan and a8 to best arrangement for
carrying out the work. We are now arranging here for pro-
cursment of tiss and polas this winter, to be delivered at
site by contractor - fullipartieulars of thls transaction
will be furnished you later.

VYery truly yours,

D. H, HHllette
Presidont

DHG: T

Boc. 1 (report)
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Mr.Hawlsy F.Sterling,
Supt.A.R30.Fairbanks, Alaska
Dagr 3iri.

The last session of the Territorial Legisiature passed au act
providing for the improvement of the Yukon.Kuskokwim pertags from Russian
Mission.A copy of the act is inclosed.

, It is desired that you arrange for a Teconnaissance over this
Toute with the idea of obtaining the information necessary to carry out the
provisions of the act.An estimate will be made of the cost of the trams
and the type of tram to be used determined.The availabhlity of local mmterial
and labor should be invaestigated.A careful study will be made and the cost
estimated with 2 view to the improvement of the water gaction of the rounte
80 that a small gas vropelled launch may be taken through at all stages of
water.”he voseibility of deepening the small chennala connecting the lakea
should be inveastigated,with consideration for thas mssible affact of auch
deepening on the water level of the lakes.

A full report will be submitted,giving estimates of the cost of
the varions items and rscommending methads and proceedure.=nough information
should be sectrad so that if it 1s decided to perform the work,arrangements
can be made and the entira job accomplished next season.

There are enclosed two Junean office files on this project.
(1313642 andGO&/lT—lB).After these files have serrved your needs thay
will be returned to Juneau.

Very truly your's

D.B.Gillette
thnf ‘Bngineer

-/7-"?:://5,‘/
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Axiak, Alaska
April 25, 1927

Alasks Recad Commission,
Juneau, Alaska.

Gentlemen:

R .
(ijl.L‘fv-fl‘ Yen 5/

In January and February he worked on the trail between the
Kuskokwim and the Yukon, restaking portages from Apkiak to Philip's Igloo
and from Akiachak to Philip's Igloo, then restaking the trail from there,
via Tundra George's, to Bussian Mission, and from Tundra George's to
Bennett's Point, a total distance of 128 miles. He erected 113 new
tripods and 18 new beacons; he put up and repaired 46 tripods that had
fallen down; he hauled out 138 poles and used them in strengthening
tripods that were still standing but weak; making a total of 348 tripods
and beacons repaired and put up new on thils trail. In addition to this
ne widened the trail through 1l miles of brush, putting the entire trail

in very good shape. Besides his own labor on this job, he paid out $200
for help. :

LEELE L) -

Earle M. Forrest

Original filed 13/150-11 -
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Terr. Board. -2 - 3/31/28

the benefit of any information that we may have procured with regard
to the details of costs, etc. connected with any proposed improvements,

Altho the Alaska Road Commission has the funds available
and would have been willing to contribute a reagonabla amount to this
project, in view of the above we regret to inform you that, under the
circumstances, we will be unable to offer any financial support to this
project this season, and so have allocated these funds to other projacts.

Yery truly yours,

Malcolm ZEllioett,
President.

DHG: IR



WAR DEPARTMENT
_ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

JUNEAU, ALASKA

FAIRBANKS, ALASKA,
November 3, 1927.

Major D.H.Gillette, President,
Juneau, Alaska.

Dear Sir:

I am in Teceipt of your letter of October 25th with Mr.Tayw
lors report of the Yukonluskokwim portage attached. Having never
been over the ground I am not in & position to make any intelligent
remarks concerning the plan, but after reading the report several
times would Bay that it sounds entirely feasible.

From the report I would judge that the material forl one tram
would be landed on the Yukon while the material for the other would
be landed on the Kuskokwim, Judging from the descriptions of the
shallow and very crooked channels, the cost of landing this material
may prove more costly than is anticipated.

I am strong for the idea of steel rails as agalnst wooden rails.
/1 )‘/ o sectror

I know of mo materisl,that will stand vertically except Tock
and peat and in the latter case the material removed from the channel
would have to be carried back far enuf to prevent the weight of it
from laying on the edge of the channel. If the channel spoken of
must be six feet wide, it would probably mean that the benks would
have to be sloped,thus increasing the yardage and consequently the
cost. I judge the material in that part of the country is & moss
o neal peat.

The work to be done is of such a varisile nature that it cannot
satisfactorily be contracted, aside from the ties and Doles for the
trams, It should be handled force account by a Tesourceful foreman,
preceded and instructed on the ground by an engineer after a very
careful examination of the entire route ., We can supply both the
engineer and the foreman from this office if the Juneau office will
attend to the landing of materials,

Yours very trul

[P I
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part of July. It is anticipated that only eighteen inches
of thawd ground would be developed;there ‘would then remain
one thousand yards to temove by hand after it had veen alb
allowed to thaw until the middle of August. The ditch could
then be completed by the entire crew in about ten days.

If the above condition exists it would seem advisable
to construct all structures and improvements included in
the first forty eight miles before starting excavation on
the ditch. Then shoot the ditch, clean out the debris to the
frost line proceed to the Third Portage complete the work

there and then return to the ditch completing it the last
thing. The use of this method would depend on whether it
was anticipated that water accumulation would render the
final excavation impossible, In this event the whole ditch
would have to be completed at once with +two shootings

APbached herewith recquisitions for materials and list
of timbers etc required to be handled by contract etc,
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Amount and Distrioution of FNakive Timber to be let by Contract

Lin.Ft

KIND Total
8L0 lin ft. logs 8" diam. not less than 16 ft. long gho
700 only logs 6" ww 16 ft. long 11200
W " 12n  up 8 ft. long 112
110 " g 6 f+. long 660
3086 0 g 1 & £t. long 18k
36 " gh mu 8 ft.long 288
2 I g un 12 f+, long ou
2 " " gn 6 FT. long 12
50 - " ognoun 16 ft.long 800

5 | Total 15784

Tﬁe’above list of Himbers to
FIRST PORTAGE APPROX 36 Miles to Russian Mis

End of Portage.
120 1lin ft logs 8&"

100 only logs 6"
Bhoow ou” oo &
o ww 1o

be distrivuted as follows
gion at North_

diam at small end not less then 16 ft. 120

wio 16f% long 1600
an g " o654
Ty g non 16

~ AT FIRST PORTAGE SOUTH END APPROX 36% Mi.from Russian Mission

120 lin ft logs &" diam at smell end & not less than 16ft 120
100 only logs 6" "#* 16 £t long 1600
R (VIR f gnw onun 6 wu o6L
2 " 120 nuy g "t 16
AT SECOND PORTAGE, NORTH ZND OF DITCH MILE 38.90
240 lin.ft. logs &" diam and not less than 16 f%t. long 2lo
200 only logs en o . 16 v 3200
gu o noo gn oo 5 M " ‘ Bgu
2 0 ] 120 u o# g 1t 16
At Second Portage South End of Ditch Mile 38.5
240 lin ft logs 8"diam and not less than 16 ft. long 240
200 only logs gn onmou 16 ¢ " 2200
64 o n gn owou 6 M i _ 384
2 w0 120 #ou gn It 16
AT THIRD PORTAGE NORTH .ND PRPSD TRAM.MILE 76
24 only logs &" diam 6 Ft. long 144
2 # f 120 w0 & Fg, ] 16
i " TR + "
gg " " gn "o g gg. n {za
1 " G 12 Fh. i 12
1 o 6 Ft. o 6
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AT TEIRD PCRTAGE 3SCUTH 2D OF PRP3D. TRAM UILE 17
120 1lin .f% lozs "38" di=am =t small end and not less than 16 129

= . -
100 Only logs o' diam 1t long 1600
i i ! - : ©
L4 Only loos gnoowou & ff 254
2 N 12 1 4 16
< o)
At MUDR CRIZK DAY 3ITE HMILE &2
24 only logs  &" diam 6f%t. long ' 14l
2 i 1A 12 nou S5, al 16
55 ] o 6“ i 6'f"5 . ] 3 s
18 1l it " 5 o 375, i li}_,_
1 ] o g 4 127%, iy 12
1 i " 4 5f%, i IS
. o s 7oA ; .
50 it it Avono 16f% . i ( Dem Timbers ) . SOO

}

Timbers to pe.delivered at sites and piled in such place
and manner as to avoid flood riex this ri k

[ 2

=)
isk to e assumed
by conmtractor. All timbers to Dz in place by June Flrsy-
Inspection and acceptance to be at a date subsequent to
June 15%h.Timber to be equal to dlaska Road Comunission
Stan dara specifications for mnative spruce logs. '



April 23, 1929
Subject: Tukon-Iuskokwim Portags.

To: #r. H. 8. daslem, Superintendent, 4. R. C., Falrbanks, Alaska.

1. %ith reference to previous corrsspondsnce, thers is in-
closed herswith the following matter connectlon with the Yukton-Kuskokwim

Portage:

a. Draft of instructions to foreman. It is believed
that this covers the situation fairly completely but you should
study it over and add to it wherever you deem it neces:ary.

b. One set of four blue prints showing work to be
done. These are Dbeing forwarded for your information and
other copiles will be sent forward - for use in the field, at
a later date. :

&. Ons copy sach of Farmers' Handbook of Ixplosives".
and Mlasters' Handbook", which will be useful in the con-
struction of the canal at Portage 2. These should be kept

" in your files upon complation of the job. ’

4. ?Printed matter as follows:

Picture of No. 13 %inch
n # No. 11 Cradb
2 Photographs showing derrick installation
3 Articles on ditch blasting, from
current periodicals.

2. Your attention is invited to the fact that the law autho-
rizing the territorial sppropriation for the Yukon-Xuskokwim FPortage has
not yet been passed; in fact, there is some doubt as to its final pasaage.
Therefore, no expendi tures should be incurred until you hear definitely
from this office. Ties and polas are at present piled at the Tukon end
of Portage 1 and the Bethel ond of Portage 3. The distribution of thsese
along the line will involve some difficulty. Timber is very scarce on
Portage 2; in fact, it is not believed that there is any timber in the
near vicinity. On she other hand, wery little is required and 1% probably
would be best to fabricate the roller rsmps a3t Portage 1, shipping same )
in ready to set up from vicinity of the first portage. It might be advis-
able for you to get in touch with Chris Betsch at Russian Mission and
Charley Jacobsen at Bethel, ziving them advance notice as %o the number
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of wen that will be required and the dates when work will commence

and finish, %o find out whether or not labor will be avallable.

There are plenty of Indians in the vicinity but when I went through
last June most of them were just about finishing up the fishing season.

3. TYou should arranges with layben some system of receiving
messages. Secondly, he can arrange to camp in the cabins at Portages
1 and 3 but will probably have to take a tent for work at Portage 2
and he should note that mosquitoes and flies are vary bad in this
vicinity at certain seasons. .

4. As you will note from the inclosed, ocur information as
to details is, at best, meagre. ¥e will order from Juneau all materials
necessary to accomplish what the blue prints show but the point should
be stressed to Mayben that what we are aiming at is a route which will

enable a stranger to start at one end and go through the whole portage

in the same bVoat without unloading it, the only limitation baing that
boat and cargo should not weigh more than about two tons. Mayben is
authorized to make any minor modifications thet he considers necessary.

5 The matter of powder is s%till receiving attention and it

may be that we shall ordsr 50% dynamite specially for this work and

bave it shxpped through direct %o Russisa }ﬂ.ssion.

6. It might be well to cut out of Sheet 4 (ﬂua print) the
location sketch in the upper left hand cornmer and frame this under glass
and put one permanently at each end of the portage for the information
of strangers, with a note at the bottom stating that two tong is the
limiting load over the portage.

D. H. Gillette,
Engineer Officer.

DHG:IH
Inc. 14 (4 viue prints 4 pictures, 3 articles, 2 handbooks,

1 draft of inatmctiona)



WAR DEPARTMENT
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

JUNEAU, ALASKA

April 22, 1929

Draft of Instructions to Foremsn - Yukon—Kusknkwim Portage.

There is handed you herewith a coxy of the complete file
on the Yukon-Kuskokwim Portage.

From the information available, a set of four drawings
have been prepared, which are expected to serve you as a guide on
this improvement. While it is not desired that the oplans be rigidly
adhered to where actual conditions differ from those indicated on
the drawings or referred to in these instructions, your attention is
invited to the fact that the estimates, supplies and squipment have

been based on these plans, hence no radical departure should be made.

Under these conditions, it is suggested that immediately after your
arrival on the ground, you make a thorough survey of the project,
check the plans and incorporate the necessary modifications inte
your program. - You should plan to take with you two rough carpenters
and complete your crew from labor locally available.

As will be noted from the blue prints, ties and native
round timber are to be secured in the immediate vicinity. Bids
can he secured and contracts let for delivery of these materials
at the sites, ready for inspection and accepiance on your arrival.
All other materials are being shipped in vie Russian Mission and

Bethel.

The following additional notes and recommendations are
furnished in connection with the drawings:-

Sheet No. 1 - Portage No. 1

Retween Tutlaweeksuk Slough and Small Lake.

Estimated distance 2,425 feet.

Project requirements consist of one ramp out of
Tut laweeksuk Slough, 2,345 feet of connecting
tramway and a ramp at Small Lake with two wiach
installations at the positions indicated on the

drawing.

Sheet No. 2 - Portage No. 2
Between Small Lake and Big Lake.
Bstimated distance 3,100 feet.
Project requirements consist of a double ramp
aporox. 60 feet long from Small Lake level to
canal level, 3,000 feet of canal, and a double



ramp to Big Lake. Water surface in canal and Rig
Lake are to be same elevation and the canal may ve
extended direct to the Lower Lake (Rig Lake) ob-
viating this ramp and equipment. Since the canal
will immediately silt up near the lake shore, boats
will have to be hauled thru from the lake into the
canal, however this may prove as desirable. as the
ramp, considering the short distance inveolved. In
any event provision must be made for flooding the
canal from Big Lake.

Sheet No. 3 - Portage No. 3

Between Johnson Creek and Mud Creek.

Estimated distance 4,000 feet.

Project requirements consist of a stiff leg derrick
installation at Johnson Creek, 4,000 feet of con-
nectine tramway with 2 winches and a ramp at Mud
Creek and in addition thereto the construction of
an earth fill crib dam slightly above the site of
the old dam to regulate the water level in Mud
Creek and the evection of a second stiff leg derrick

at the dam site. :

Sheet No. 4 - Details of derrick assembly.
Actual framing details will accompany the hardware
and fittings. Sawed lumber will be used in the con-
struction.

Miscellaneous Notes -

Ramp Construction.

Slope not to exceed 1 vertical to 5 horizontal.

Top of roller track at tramway connection to be above top of rail
at level of top of car.

Estimated average length of ramp, 40 feet.

Grade to ve prepared 16 feet wide and on uniform grade.

Corduroy - 15 feet long by 6 inches in diameter, to be laid alter-
nate butts and tovs.

Roller track to be tied to at least two corduroy poles each 25
feet. Wire loops to be tied on top of roller track and securely
stapled. Spiked to corduroy at 2 foot intervals with 12 inche
wire spikes. Joints in roller tracxk to be 24 inch splice. Holes
for rollsr pins to be bored 1% inches in diameter and 4 inches
deep to accommodate pipe bearings for roller pins.

Rollers of size indicated. Dowel holes in rollers should be
centered and bored with 1 inch in diameter bit to full depth.

Ends of rollers to have 5 turns of #9 wire spaced approx. % inch

-2



between turns and securely stapled before dowel pins are driven.
Cut washers are provided to insure clearance between rollers
and track.

Piles, ramp extensions and bulk-heading at tram connections to
suit conditions.

Iramways.

Grading - very little required, care should be exercised to avoid
excessive breaks in grade and alignment should be tangent between
ramps and winches, as indicated on the drawings. Sharp curves
may be introduced at winch locations. Foundation poles have been
provided in order to reduce the grading necessary, but considerable
additional timber wiil be required to span bog holes and other
irregularities of the ground.

Track laying -

Ties - 3!'-3" ¢. to c.

Rail - 12" section, laid either ooposite or broken joints. Since
fish plates are used, joints should be supported.

Guage-~ Std. - Car used is usual M.C.B. tread and flange so it is
recommended that guage be made -“ oversize or 4'-9" to
avoid binding or rail climbing.

Spiking and bolting - full - U4 bolts/joint

R 4 spikes/tie

Track level - 3" variation permissible.

Winch Installations.

Location - when at angle points, preferably on outside of curve.
Clearance 6 feet from center line and drum parallel to
track or ramp.

Foundation - on tramway installations, 15' ties should be used
ingtead of the standard 7' tie, and these to act as sills
for the winch. The same procedure to be adopted on ramp
installations. (The vlatform so provided is similar to
the usual water tarrel platform on railroad bridges).

Cable and fittings - the length of cable at each installation
should be checked. Swivelled hooks are provided on the car.
A loop shouald te spliced in each cable to fit these. A
snatch block is to be located at the center line of track
or ramp opposite the center line of the winch. This block
may be either made fast at center line or attached to a
short pennant to permit proper spooling of long lines. The
method used will depend on the location.

Miscellaneous - a small removable box or cover should be built for
each winch and should carry a sign reading:- "Property of
A. R. C. Reel up cable and replace cover after using."

-3



Canal Construction - Portage #2.

The water surface in Small Lake is approximately 4 feet higher than
the level of Big Lake. The proposed water level in the ditch is to
xf&*“ be the same as that of Big Lake. While it may prove advisable to ex-
Q gdﬁ tend the ditch into Big Lake instead of using the YO!' ramp as shown
aA on sheet #2, no water connection can be made between the ditch and
- AW Small Lake as this would drain Small Lake and thus destroy the value
}S of the entire projest. A ramp must be constructed to connect Small
JAOJX Lake with the north erd of the ditch. The ditch is to be constructed
WQdk ‘NG 6 feet wide at the bottom, by threse feet deep, and it is believed
{b\ that the most eccanomical method for its construction will be by
%W' A” blasting. There are furnished you with tuis file, several references
'Q from which you can secure reliable information as to procedure. It
would appear that the holes should be put down about 30" deep in two
staggered rows about 3'-5" apart or 21" each side of center line,
holes to be spaced 24" and loaded with 2 sticks. The propa#ation
system of firing is recommended. Tests should be made and short
distances handled in order to determine the best loading and spac-
irg. Soil punches, core punches and augers are included in the
powder shipment as well as electric caps, wire snd blasting battery.
Center line and levels over the ditch location should of course
be established before actual trenching begins.
The ditch should be flooded from Big Lake and provision should be
made to insure water connection in the event that the ramp between
the ditch and Big Lake is constructed.

Channel between Portage #2 and Portage #3.

No work is contemplated between Big Lake and Grassy Lake.

A few of the sharper turns in Crooked Creek can be somewhat
reduced, but no attempt should be made to shorten distances by
cutting thru bends as this would increase the gradient of the
stream. Some of the narrowest places may be widened and brush cut
along the waters edge.

No work appears necessary on Johmson Creek.

In addition to the dam and derrick on Mud Creek some brushing and

~srag removal should be done.

Mud Creek Dam.

This dem is intended to raiselevel at Mud Creek end of Portage #3.
It is believed that a crest elevation four feet above the top of the
old dam will provide at least 18" of water at the end of Portage.
This dam is of log cribd and earth fill construction. A derricik is
necessary at the point to handle boats over the dam. The desizn
shown is merely to give ayproximate dimensions. You may depart from
this design if you see fit, noting that the old dam probsbly went out

TSN



because of erosion of banks at upper side of each end. To avoid
this, we show a spillwary in the center of the crest. In addition
you should protect these banks by dbrush mat or the like for about
four feet atove crest and about ten feet each way up and down
stream. It might be necessary to grade the banks down some.

Derricks.

Two required - one at Johnson Creek end of Portage #3 and one at
Mod Creek dan. Identical design. Detailed plans accompany iron
work. Sawed lumber for masts, booms, sills, stiff legs and counters
are shipped in. A two drum crab of the type shown on the attached

photograph is furnished for each installation.

sLUNG . .
Boat s%ﬂgsgare to be made with chains as noted on the drawings,

with spreaders of native round timber. Two photographs are also
attached showing a somewhat heavier installation intended for
similar use.

Miscellaneous.

Arrange to have 3rd Portage cabin moved to Johnson Creek derrick
on snow. Davidson at Bethel has offered to do this for $150.

el
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‘instructions to general foreman covering any points not made clear in the
‘drawing, estimate of time, cost and crew required, etc., etc.

November 8, 1928
Subject: Yukon-Kuskokwim Portage.
To: Mr. J. G. Christiansen, Rodman, Alaska Road Commission, Junean.

*

1. Reference to Par. 1 (7) of our letter of November 6, 1928,
you will receive from Junior fEngineer Cummings a tentative tracing of
the improvements oa Yulkon-Kusiokwim Portage. In general we intend to carry
out the construction as follows:

(2) Construct each of the trams and ramps by local -
contract, the portage canal to be constructed by explosives,using hired
labor under an Alaska Road Commission foreman with one general foreman
covering the whole improvament.

(b) His party should also either srect or supervige the
erection of the derricis. -

(c) Thé déﬁ in ¥ud Creek to be coanstructed under cqntract;

. S~
2. ¥%hat is desired from you is a complate set of papers that o~
can be handed to the superintendent of the district concerned, giving a \\\\\
drawing showing all details, requisitions for material required, letter of ~

3. It should be noted that the ties and poles for the trams are
already at the site and that the cabin at the Mud Creek portage should be
moved over during the winter of 1929-30 by contract from Bethel.

4. You should consider the advisability of buying a set of plans
for one of these flat bottom apoed boats suitable for wutboard motors, light
encugh to b carried across the portage by not more than two men. This
would be for the use of the foreman and should be inexpensive and simple to
construct, capable of making 20 miles an hour or better and seaworthy
enough to carry 3 or 4 men with their baggage. You can find advertisements -
of these in motor boating Jjournals.

‘ D. H. Gillette,
/ ‘ _ Engineer Officer.

DHG: IH
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The To%tal cost of thiz project is apnroximately 25000.Cf
this amouuns slightly more than half is aldbor charﬁe. It appears
that the larger pcrt of the labor to be performed 1is of too in
-definite = nutu;e to let by contract. Developments dur the
progress of the work may render change of plan advanta Deous.
Such changes,are ol course difficult “%o arrange on a contract
basis with misunderstendings and Iriction. It is doubtful wheth
_er contrectors sufrficiently =2ble can e ovtained in the vicinil
~ty. For the volume of lgoor susceptible to contract it would
appear that any saving gained would be more than offset by the

st of engine=ring inspeotion an’ superintendence and the ricsk
of unsatisfactory result,friction and misunderstanding,
It is therefore reooAaended that the whole job be done by Road
Commicssdon Force with ths possible exception of cutiing and delsd
~livering to the site,ramp and dam timbers

Approximstely $13000 is chargezble to labor. The working
season is about one hundred days. It appears therefore that the
project would require the services of twelve men includinz cook
and foreman. This outfit should consist of foreanan, two timber
men and a cook to be recruited in Fairvenks and transported to
and from the site. The remaining eight laborers can be picked
up at Russian Mission. They should be on the site on or before
June iIgnth.Material such as canmp equipment powder etc should

btained of the Fairbanks District, Such material as nay be
réquired at the first and second portage and Crooked Creek
improvement should e shipped to Russian Iission. I% is prob-
able that two flat bottom twenty to twentytwo foot bozts wihh
out board motor could be engaged at Russian Mission for trans-
portation of the crew and incidenteal freigting and transportatiam
during the work. It would be advisable to submit this item to
bid. The supolies for the +third portage including tram,dam etc.
may be rout=d via Bethel. Road Commission gas should ve cshipped
to both points

In the abscende of data as to whether proposed canal
excavation at Second Portage falls within the frost limit i+t _
is difficult %o forecast the proceedure. The technique for ditch
blasting is vague varying with the amount of ice content in the
soil, It is contenced by some that it is vetter to olast while

the ground is one frozen mass, doubling the powder charge and
redu01ng the distance vetween .holes. Zxperiment should ve made
immediately upon landing on the job as to the efficiency of this
method. If the results are unﬁﬂtiuf;otory it would seem advisabk
to allow the full thawing effect of the season before shootinz 4
in the ener .l hove that sufficien® denth would ve reached by
thet t.me., The limit of thaw shoul.: Te reached by the latter

D
+
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WAR DEPARTMENT
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

JUNEAU, ALASKA

-

Noveuber 6, 1928

Subject: Qutline of Duties.
To: Mr. J. G. Christiansen, Roadman, A. R. C., Juneau, Alaska.

1. Your duties for the next few months are summarized as
follows, to be completed approximately in the order given;

(1) w=ms
(2) LA L1
(3) LY 1]
(L) wews
(5) LT
(6) waes

(7) Complete the design and plans for the Yukon-
- Kuskowim Portage to include the preparation of all
necessary requisitions, preparation of contracts
for construction of each tram, complete inmstructicnms
to foremmn, etc., etc.
~ (See separate letter).

2o KEREBENN

Malcolm Elliott,
Fresident.
DHEG:IH
Encls.

Originak filed 23a/3%
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July 9, 1928

DuPont Powder Co.
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Mr. Abbott:

We are contemplating the excavation of a
3000 foot diteh of approximutely the following
dimensions: depth 2 feet; bottom width 5 faet;
side slopes; one on tﬂo.«or a8 convanient).

This diteh is in tundra country, and is

to be at the bottom of an dld slough about 50
feet wide and 6 foet deaep.

The ground is a wet
loam, covered with moss six inches to one foot
deep. 1

The purpose of the ditch 1s to provide a
passage for row-boats fitted with Johnson motors.
It is believed that this work can be done with

dynamite, and we are particularly desirous that
it be done in this way, as the worz ig at an

isolated locality where it would bé impracticable
to place machinery of any kind.

We would anwpreciate an estimate from you
covering the following points:

a. Type of exnloaive.'
b.

Dapth. gpacing and loadiug of holes.
¢. Bquipment required.
d. HNumber of nman-days required for con-

pletion (assuming all labor, equipment
and materials available at asitel.

MM
Please address reply to Juneau office at . =
your early convanieuce, inclosging any priunted mnt; v
ter you may have, giving comnlete data on dltChlnF
by dynuamite.

,,".v'
C
. 22
. ;3 bbazyz
8 B o3
Yours truly, A o
e A — % 3
s w;,//" \‘\ ;.;\‘ % :-;% i
j i
Py
] ) et
D.H. 3illaetto

angineer Ufficer,i.l.C.
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dr. Franl Hasn
Superintendent, 4, R. C.
‘airbanis, Alas.a

.‘
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ear Sir:

In the belief that betisr rasults wili be secursd, it is now
lanned to hove Jour diztrict aandle the Yuken~Suskolkwin Poriage work
neluding the zayment of all bills. As discussed witn Jou, Foreman

dayben shoulc be reserved bo handle this Job becruse of his familiarity
#ith it.

ola
i

(5

Pollowing is the work to be accompllighed:

15y

(1) In place of tae present sign on tihe bank o2 the Yukon on
the left liald of Portage Oreelr, place 2 olgn twice as large rending,
in large letters, "Kuskokwim Jaber Portagsf. Place 3 siailar zign on
the bank of the Fukon on the ?‘gnt 1iait of Poritage Creex at a point
from shich it can be plainly seen by a boat coming up the Tukon Hiver.

(2) At a point approximately 3 milea f{rom the Portage Crsek portage
on the left linit of Portage Crsek (fi?ﬂ anie "bldg ugstreum) tnere ia
an old unintelligible sign placed on the laft limlt o an incoming sioughn.
Thiag should be destroyea and o good plain sign alace& on the opposite bank
afmmsh%hm&amﬁvﬁmmngwm@uma«meﬁ@ to road
¥ miles Yo Tirob portage'.

Thore ars other signg on lower Poriage Crsek which ars eonfusing
te a total stranger.

(3) Zxtend rollway 10 Jeet at first portage. 1% is difficult
t0 get a boat omto the rollers inm low walter. The same is truc of the
Aud Creek Rollzmay.

]/” G}Q,e\“\

(4) Place u 4-foot woodsn arrow oo sach Dole bearing ihe
large signs on sach side af sacn big lake. This arrow Yo polnt axactly
at the sizn on opposits side of the lake. Two 28 thess slgns cannot be
seen without field glasses.

e very suall streanm
finite osointers should
orougl to & nolnd
onfuged 13 to the

(5) It is difficuii to ¥ind tie mouth of %
Faich one enters on leaving tie second big lake. CLe
Je nlaced ana tie bDest channels seried all the =ay t
where the stresam 13 large snougn 30 one does not gat
vroper channel to Laite. .

{2

1

ake 2 amall snelter har-~
toat the aouth of ihe

(8) Jn the Zukon side o7 tie secand big

1
bor made 7ith spruce les wmd lzgging has been bull
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connecting canal. This harbor i3 open to the luke and is completely
filled with dead grass, reots and vegetation whieh has been blown in

by the wind from the laxe. This affair ig to be extended approximately
a8 shown on Sheet 6 of attached sketches. If there is any indication
of the debris sifting thru the lagging, old canvas should be firumly
tucked to bthe outside.

(7)) Tracks to be leveled and realigned on both portages.

(8) A dam to be constructed on ¥ud Creek at the location of
the stiff leg, about 300 feet from the mouth of the creek, This dam to
be constructed in conformance with sketches attached.

This dam should be tae last part of the work, giving the creek
bottom a chance to thaw as that the planking can de driven.

The bill of material for the dam is shown on Page 5. It should
be checked over and discusged with Hayben. It 1s posasible you may have
on hand some of the raquired bolisz. There mey be gsome at Russian Hissien.
Bolts and wire not available should be ordersd by requisition thru this
office at sarliest date and mariked for delivery to mouth of dud Cresk on
the Xuskokwim Hiver. : '

Lumber requisition should be sent direct to Horthern Commercisl
Company at Bethel at once in order that they may order these particular
sizes cut if not on hand. A blank Goverament bill of lading should be
inclosed to cover shipmeni from Bethel to the mouth of Hud River and
instructions to dr. Jolm "Dixie¥ Hall for hendling. As the river beat makes
only two trips and as the second trip would be too late, this lumber will
have to be zhlpped on the first boat leaving Bethel about June lst. Safe-
guard should be made by explicitly stating by lettsr to the Horthemrn Com-
mercial Company that lumber is to be placed well above high water and as
near as possible to the stiffleg derrick 300 feet up Hud Creek. Signature
for delivery on the 0ill of lading should not be given until ¥ayben
notifies you maiterials have been received.

Funda for this wori are short. Iransportation of a cook from and
back to Fairbanks is out of thequestion. idayben will of necessity be
doing a large shars of the work himself. Indian labor can be hirsd at
Rugsian #ission if no whites are avallable. One of the laborers will have
1o act as cook clong with other duties. Hotor boat can be hired at Russian
Hission. :

dayber should leave Fairbanks about June 13 and should g0 gauge
his work as to finish in. time to be sure to get up river before the last

™
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boat leaves. The work should be {inished, i at 211 possible, and Hayben
snould be authorized to excead the allotzenit 1if necessary in order to
s f‘?’ complete the job. He should notifly you as socon as e is able to definitely
7 7 ¢ estimate the probable increase in zllotment needed. Everything of any
value belonging to the Alaska Road Commission at Russian ilgsion is to
ba returned to Falrbanks. It is requested that you bring this matter to
my attention in Pairbanks before Hayben leaves. '

Very truly yours,

Ike P. Taylor,
Chief Engineer.

Inc. 6 sketches
AB:1§




WAR DEPARTMENT

BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA
JUNEAU, ALASKA

February 9, 1924

Subject: Improvement Yukon-Kuskokwim Portage for present
local travel,

To: Engineer Officer of the Board. c e B TUAVIIIN Lo

e T ]
€

FiLE §

ot i St A e T A in

1, Recommendations Russian Mission Portage from Yukon
to the Kuskokwim River., Purpose for betterment of local U. S.
mail carriers and all other travelers.

Recommended by wire as follows from Holy Cross,
Alaska, dated October &, 1923: "Major Gotwals, Anchorege,
Alaska. Advise amount one thousand dollars be expended on
Russian Mission Portage this fall clearing out oreeks of brush
and tundra for present relief next summer mails work to be
executed early this fall should money be available Present
maill service to Kuskokwim this route could then be made two
mails per month limit raised to . one thousand pounds as follows
Bethel four hundred McGrath six hundred Present mail carrier
expressed his willingness make emergency bid above services
provided portage improved" signed Lukens.

To date did not receive any reply as to what action
was taken if any, or to whom it should have been let. This
improvement should be made for immediate use as several years
shall have elapsed, even though a canal is constructed, should
it be considered advisable to do so. There is very heavy
brush growing out over the creeks in various sections on this
portage. I strongly advised at the time that this work should
have been accomplished early in the season of 1923 after the
freezeup.

Further advise that during the early spring and
summer of 1924 approximately three thousand dollars should be
expended clearing small streams, sloughs, and lakes of grass—
sod which has closed most of the shallow waterways completely
and the remainder partly, thus making it very difficult to



Improvement Yukon-Xuskokwim Portage for present
local travel.

navigate this waterway with its present condition. Some of
the creeks could be improved by placing small dams composed
of willows, grass and mud to compare with a beaver dan.

This would impound the water at such places. Then a skidway
or slide could be constructed on which boats and canoes could
be drawn up over and let down by means of a hand windlass and
small steel cable., There are six locations which would
greatly improve the present waterway at a minimum cost by
means of such dams.

There are two land portages, one very low, the other
quite high, and each are about one mile in extent. Advise
that a tram be provided for each of the portages. This was
reported by wire October 10, 1923, as follows: '"Major Gotwals,
Anchorage, Alaska. Retel yours ninth should portage be
improved for present mail service advise this work be given
charge Oscar Samuelson who is very reliable also will place
good men on work who have worked with mail trips This work
should be accomplished immediately after freezeup before snow
drifts channels full stop Early next summer also two sections
of tram should be laid across two of longest portages each
approximately one mile long", signed Lukens.

The portages, two in number, each about one mile
long, should be provided a section of tram equalling the dis-
tance of each portage which is about one mile long, thus
requiring approximately two miles o +tram. Each of these trams
can be constructed on a very low gradient, therefore eliminating
any heavy hauls or machinery to perform that duty which other-
wise would be required for traction power. The trams could
also be laid directly upon the ground surface and eliminating
excessive cost constructing roadbed. There is plenty of
timber adjacent to the location where each tram should be con-
structed, should this plan be carried out. This native timber
could be used for all superstructures. I would advise that
Douglas fir be used for all track ties.

' Beg to suggest a standard width track be laid and
common light hand push cars with four wheels be the type used.-
for hauling the U, S. mail, small amounts of express, freight
and baggage; also there are many small boats transported from
time to time.
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local travel,

Under the present condition travel is much lighter
than it vaild be providing this portage was improved, so that
the trip from one river to the other could be made with less
difficulty, and for improvements along this line would further

| suggest the construction of three shelter cabins for summer
\)4%L portage travel. Estimate the cost of each cabin to be on an

average of three hundred fifty dollars, The cabins should

i be about twelve feet by fourteen with door and window. The
material could be partly brought in from each river, therefore
greatly reducing the cost of construction. Location of the
cabins; there are high banks where the cabins could be erected
at somewhat equal distances apart.

Piamute Portage; recommend that this portage be
;ﬁ, staked with high beacons so that the travel over this portage
could also be made with less hardships. ,

Estimate staking thls portage Would cost apnrox1mately
five hundred dollars.

Further recommend that two shelter cabins be constructed
on this portage for relief of travelers, as this portage
permits only of very shallow draft vessels such as small row
boats, and also canoes, Therefore persons making this trip
usually travel as light as possible regarding dead weight,
also would hasten ones travel regarding transporting excess
baggage over the portages. Improvements on this portage would
also prove very useful should the River and Harbor Board
decide to make any further surveys or examination of this
portage.

e

EY

The Piamute portage creeks should be cleared of
\17 brush and grass, also two small lakes should be cleared along
’/V one shore to permit the free passage of small boats.

\V/// Shelter cabins to be located approximately equal

distances apart on the Piamute and Russian Mission Portages
~ of the above proposed betterment work.



Improvement Yukon-Kuskokwim Portage for present
local travel. =

Russian Mission-Yukon-—-Kuskokwim Portage

Olearing brush from CTeekS..eceeeseesesessesss $ 1,000,00 7
Clearing streams and lakes of grass and sod... 3,000.00 Y~
Constructing three shelter CabinSeseesececesse 1,050.00
Constructing two miles standard gauge light

tram. Item not estimated.

Total 1ess Cost of tram.....D.....Q."..... $ 5,050.00

Piamute Portage

Two shelter Cabins.........-ooo............... 700.00%

Erecting high markers or beaCONS..ccoocesesaece 500.00
Clearing brush and grass from lakes and creeks 600,00%
Tot al amount suggested expended this portage  1,800,00

Russian Mission POTtagCeceoscovesccecrecoce 2,050.00
Grand totalooooooooocoooo.oooooo'.‘oOOOOQOD 9 50.00

Respectfully Submitted,

: Walter W. Lukens,
WWl—-LB _ Assistant Superintendent




-

Pebruary 15, 1939
r, Ted R, Lambert
Fairbanks, Alasks
Dear Sir:
#ill you kindly furnish us with a
reply to our letter of August 10, 1928 in regsrd to
the Yukon-fuskokwim water portage?
Very truly yours,
Hawley Sterling
o Agsistent Chief Enginesr
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Tairbanks, Alasika,
August 10, 1933.

Mr. Ted R. Lambert,
Bethel, Alagka.

Lear 3ir:

Your latter of July 10th together with the thoro report on
conditions and needs of tha Yulton-Xuskokwim water portage has been
receaived,

A8 211 funds have been alloted for this geason 2nd as it is getting
late in the season anyhow, it seems the best thing to do would bve %o
plan on maxing such repairs as are required during summer of 1939.

From your account I would say that that the principal work to bs
done is the raplacing of signa and marxers. This would require the -

services of some ons ®who uses and is thoroly familar with the route. b

%o would appraeciate knowing if you would be lntarested in taking care of ..~

thig work next sezson. It might be done in comnection with your other 5
work. Also would lixe to know what you thinik the approximate cost would

be. In case you are % be otherwise occupisd, do you know of some reliable ~— .

nan at 3ethel who would do it 7 As it is only a small job it would not
mean a full summers work, We would rather not furnish any tools except
some which may be on hand at Bethel.

Yours very truly,

Hawley Sterling.

P.3, Thanks very much for Your interest in the matter.
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ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION CA /

Takotna, Alaska.
August 23, 1932,

------------
----------

s

Alaska Road Commission,
Juneau, Alaska.

Gentlemen:

Regarding the condition of Route 92E, Yukon-
Xuskokwim summer portage, I have the following to report:

At the mouth of Portage Creek on the Yukon, a larger
sign is needed as it cannot be read from a boat in the
river. All that one can see is a sign. Also one should be
‘placed on both sides of the creek so it can be seen
coming up stream, Some brush needs clearing away.

About 4 miles from the mouth Portage Oreek splits.
Larger and less confusing signs are needed here.

At a point about 3 miles from the first portage there
is an unintelligible sign placed on the wrong side of a
slough. This should be taken down, replaced with a larger
sign on the opposite side of this slough. Sign conditions
are OK for one who has been over the route but to a stranger
are confusing.

L “F?Q;‘/%f?/

TEAXXXATIXATEUXXHEXLAEE Rollers at first portage should
be extended ten feet as i1t is difficult to get boat onto the
rollers in low water.

The route between the first and second portages needs
more and larger signs of diepection. Some of them are down.
On one lake, the sign on the opposite shore cannot be seen
at all because it is not large enough.

The mouth of the chanmnel coming into the big lake
from the Yukon side is blown full of decayed moss, roots etc
to such an extent that it is necessary to dig out the channel,
unload the boat and "hoss" it thru. A wing dam about 60
ft. long is needed to prevent this coming in,- with a narrow
entrance for the boat on the windward side of the enclosed
harbor.

a/1gn4
The track needs re?ia§Zg and leveling on both portages.



Page 2.

The track on the Mud Creek side needs extending one
rail length.

A small dam is needed near the mouth of Mud Creek to
back the water up. Usually in the summer, this creek is
entirely dry or so near so that boat has to be dragged over
soft mud bottom. The dam which was ‘In at the mouth went
out because it was too high, so0o I am told. The dam would have to
be s0 constructed as to withstand pressure from both
directions as when the Kuskokwim is high,the water backs up
this creek as far as the portage. Levels should be run to
determine just how high this dam must be in order to provide
the necessary amount of water at the portage in dry weather.
The present stiff leg derrick at the dam site would not be
needed; only the winch.

$ LOO was allotted for this route this year and I have
instructed Wilfrid Reno %o expend this money in aligning
the track and leveling it up and to try to fix the channgd -2
at the big lake. However, I am inclined to believe that \
it will require most pf this money for the track. He will
do this work next month. I took some pictures of track con-
ditions etc which will be forwarded after they are developed.

Intended to run levels from Mud Crk dam site to portage
but had nothing but a hand level and the water was very
high. This work can be done best in early winter by running
up the crk on the ice,

$ 2500 should be appropriated next season to do the
above work and put this route in good shape.

Yours very truly,?
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WAR DEPARTMENT -~ .
BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA
JUNEAU, ALASKA

February 26, 1924

Subject: Improvement Yukon-Kuskokwim Portage for
present local travel.

To Engineer Officer of the Board

Herewith revised table for page 4 of
report on above subject, which was submitted
February 9, 192L4.

T Wl A ks
FILE ﬁwwawnwﬁi- Walter W, Lukens | .

Supt., A.R.C.

WWL/ fme
Encls. 1

4/72/

s/



RUSSIAN MISSICN-—~ YUKON — KUSXOKWIM PORTAGE

Clearing brush from creekse......ce00...3,000,00
Clearing streams and lakes-of sod

ANnd graBS.csecsecssssssssssecssss’,000,00
Constructing three shelter cabins,......l,050,00

Constructing three shelter—esbins...... 14,000.00
A TrAMs.
Total estimatgg cost 19,050.00

_PIAMUTE PORTAGE

Two shelter CabinS.sescececsssscscoacse 700.00
Erecting high markers on beacons...... 500,00
Clearing brush and grass from

lakes and CreeKeveceseseeeccessss 600,00

Total estimated cost : 1800.00
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YUKON KUSKOKWINT PORTAGE
' SHOWING

VICINITY MIAP OF ALASHA AND LOCAL
AREA YUHON HUSHORWINM LAND PORTAGE

/7,7 Stee? Scales Stown On [2rawing vi-ve Shect No. /

| , . . ! ;
S S e s S -t ot

—ed

US.Engincer Office, Juneau Alasha. /924

Submirtfeds Appoved:

Corps Of £7 ﬁfiﬁee/w.

v rawn By [

corps O'Engineers.




15 Described hy

“ARC Offlcer

Studles Proposed Idltarod
Improvemént ~—Chang-
."ing Channel has Isolat-
~ed Town ...~

Improvement work orr th Yukon-
Kuskokwim .portage s progressmg
at a very satlsfactory rate and by
the end of the year it is expected
Ithat the prOJect will be 80 per cent
‘completed, according “to - “Major
Douglas H. -Gillette, engineer of=]
flcer of the Alaska -Road Commis--
sion, ‘who retumed \here recently
after makmg a. trip to “the lower

3

.:Major Gillétte - left |
14 and traveled to Ho
Nenana on the steamer
to. breakage of ‘the.
had to lay over at. Ho

'Margaref Robins&n,*«whouiéf .d
the: cooking, has become famous in
the -country for her ‘fine meals _and
her “fortitude In_ staying there in
one ‘of the worst years “for™ mo
toes gver known. The '_porta.ge coun-
. W‘ﬁ"?s,the
original home ot‘th pests but: they

yea;' than for a long tim
‘When' hnprovements haVe’ been

unloading of ‘boats, Major Gﬂlette‘ %

stated. Under former conditions the; ‘the case in- attemptmg to “divert
trip ‘took three ‘days, the distance!nvers in alluvia.l “ground.” “It -will
being approximately: 110 miles. The! take some study to devise' a systom .
‘of control ‘that will have & chance,
jof permanence," ‘the™ major said.
fer a loaded boat from a waterway | Timber cannot be- obtained within

rigging has been arranged in such
a manner that one man can trans-|

to the tram cars. e

Holy’ Cross," the major said
Beninett had to - go 15 miles up the

3’ and"- ‘Harry * Donnelley,
Iette Iooked over the: contemplated
Idita.rod ‘river improvement This
= J'work- will: ‘be "done-‘under - an actr
passed by the. last: legxslatur e
store adequate wa);er trans rtat.xon
1 to ‘Tditarod, The tiver: has ‘cub i & new
'. channel heaving the ~town <on )
slouigh * one - ‘mile “from ‘the main
channel and-it 'is* now. impossible
to reach: Iditarod ‘with the shallow-
est” dra.ft Jboats.” Ten thousand dol-
lars was a.ppropnated for the- “work,
-which is to ,be done: for the Terri-.

% measurements“and gathered “saffi-
‘clent data- bo ﬁgure ‘what. can be’
;done to aelp the tovm out and to es-
completed the portage can he cros--- “timate How ruch the work’ ought 4o
sed in less than 12 hours “without ;} eost, “The : taskj described §8 " a

.in the lo-

2ue

Pilot A A Bennett pickedup Ma- |

or Gillette at Flat and took him to

Flat- Carl Lottsfeldt, A. R.'C. super-w
McGrath. Carl Lottsfeldt A.R.C.su-
permtendent in the huskokwnn was
also a passenger on the trip. “There
was a heavy storm over the Innoko
river 7val,ley in the vicinity of Shag-

nuk on-the day he was to come to
uand

*"Mﬁj@l‘* Gﬂlette Iou:nd the road be-.
tween Flat and Tditarod to be in
| good sha.pe and he said there was no
longer any chance for _yehicles to

| These are ‘crossed by a qanal a.nd X
two rail lines each nearly.a mile in .
Iength
. -Next '’ year a ‘crew wﬂl be sent
down to finish up the ‘work, Some |
contract . work mll be done during
the coming- winter: The Mud creek |
relief cabin ‘will be moved. to: John-
son créeks ways will be built. at the
‘end of “the- railroad tra.cks and
‘Crooked creek will be brushed out.
Bids have been called for
=il cality - but no contracts q,ve yet

.|| been let. ' ‘

- .oomplete analysis ‘and recommend-

ations will be. Submitted to the Tel-i
- ritorial board of road commlssioners
for thetr: consxderatmn : ]

- When this surVey had been com-
pleted MaJor Gillette 1ooked over!
theroadat Takotnia and the airplane;
fields at Ophir and - McGrath. “The.
McGrath- ﬁeld ‘is in - very good
shape,”'he ‘said. Foreman Rice is
now openmg up the south end of
' the field so it will thaw and drain.
and a. very smaII amount -of Work
| swill ou it m good shape agam m,

i the spring.
%I then flew back from McGrath
$o Fairbanks with Bennett in the)

LZemth,” the "major said.’ “We had\
a very nice: t’rip in ‘spite 01' sto

weather and & lox:z ceﬂmgﬁ We sawx

' Major éil‘ j

I

very compucated one, as.is ‘always

many. mﬂes and rocks would have to
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BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA

VALDEZ, ALASKA r\ ﬂ . /)

Pk realenssal |
From: Chas., D. Jones, Sup't Alaska Road Commission! JUNEAU ALASKA %
A B ddik
To: Col. Jas. G. Steese, President of Board. i fain i
FILE ‘ J
Subject: Request of Harry Lawrence for work on Holy Cross Mail
Trail. _
A <
3

rl;- I am in receipt of a letter irom Harry Lawrence the mail

carrier between Holy Cross and XKaltag a distance of two hundred
o :"‘_‘2“ - :n-«vn'z'—»‘».r-._‘ .»:«:f“w - )
and twenty miles, asking for relief in staking the trail be-

tween these points.

2;- He states that he stakes this trail every year at a cost ~ -

of about one hundred and fifty dollars, that he derives the \\\Qtisx
, S\ U

most benefit from the trail but that it has been the nearms

of saving several lives, that the Commission stakes the trails
to ¥altag but has never done anything on this section &f the
trail,

CH I have written Mr. Lawrence that I have teken the matter
up with you and will advise him upon receipt of your reply.
4;- To my knowledge no one frbm the Commission has ever made
the trip over‘this section in the winter so I have no data in

this office in regard to it.

agks Road Commisgion

£aC 8o 5637



22251SE 34 OB
Fairbarks Als Aug 30 1922

Gotwals Juneau Als

Following from Taylor on Kokrines Melozi HotSprings trail
fourteen miles those interested ask for winter trail supply
canp winter reindeer headquarters and few prospectors stop
one thousond dollars needed easy country for winter road

Sterling

Forwaréed to Maj or Gotwals Anchorage 8-31-22

/
z
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%&eg@)ﬁggw@% FLC gox 5637
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J.F. MATHEWS
182 EAST FOURTEENTH STREET
PORTLAND, OREGON

February 12,1323,
Major J.C.Gotwals <

Juneau
Alaska

Dear Sir:-
As per your verbal instructions and agreement I call

your attention to the subject of REPAIRING the Davidsons Landing
and Taylor Road.

Six miles of this road at the head of Mgrys River was
washed out and destroyed by a cloud-burst July 20,1322.

I have written to my men in camp directing my letter
to Chris Olson at Taylor,Alaska.who is now at Coco Camp(he is
the party you mentioned that was recomended by Mr.Dallyto do the
work) I suggested J.S.Nielsen my head teamster to do the job,
lether will be perfectly satisfactory to me and I will GUARENTEE
their work to be satisfactory and economlcally performed 1in every
way, I have authorized either one to use any and all of our stores
equipment,and teams and men, should they be authorized by your
instructions to proceede with this repair work,from mile 18, out
of Davidsons Landing to the Summit at mile 24, -

I recomend that this work should start around the First
of June 1923,as the ground will not be thawed before that time
and 1t could be compleeted in time to get our repair parts that
will go forward on first boat over this road ,otherwlse we have to
snake them across the Tundra over the winter trail,Jim Kelliher
is in the same fix and we use this road Jointly.

I have instructed my boys to use brush freely and the
plows and acrapers these fills stay put and hold up you can always
depend upon a bottom and get out,without brush you cannot get

anywhere with a load.=$1500590 would help us a lot in getting over
this washout.,

Very respectfully,
Behring Dredging Corporation

By /(Qaé§95§§¢¢ﬁf Manager

£ec Boy BT



Jecretary of the Towurd,

¥r., idmond J. Brose, lome, Alaka,

“oad from Tavidsons Lanuins to Taylor,

[y AR |
_,] L M i
.
1. Your letter of karch 24, 1G16, in reference to the

necessity for a road from Davidsons landing to Taylor has been
received; also a letter from the Yome Chember of Commerce with

reference to this same project, The matter has alrepdy been ~
taken up with the lome “hamber of “ommerce and they will be coh~
notified as to what protably can be done the coming summer for ol
the bvenefit of this road. Q)“

2, Colonel Richardson has not yet returned from ¥ashington,
but as soon as he arrives =t Valdez your letter, in connection
with the letter from the Fome Chamber of {ommerce will be sub-
mitted to him for his conaideration,

Yery sincerely yours,

~

/;Zlét? au¢4>&4fwmg;;“__
WD/JB “Yajor, Infantry,



¥ay 11, 1916,

Secretary of the Board,

r, A, Polet, Preaident Nome-Sewarl Peninsula
Chamber of ZTommerce, Yome, slaska.

sllotment of road funds.

1. I beg to acknowledsge receipt of your personal letter
dated *arch 20, 1916, and also a letter from the Home Chamber
0of Commerce dated ¥arch 21, 1916, and signed by you as President,
in reference to allotment of funds for roud work in Seward Penin-
sula,

2. Colonel Richardson has not as yet returned from W¥ash-
ington nor is it known at present what amrunt of funds will be
approypriated by “ongress for roads in Alagska tnis year. However,
on Colonel Richardson's return to Valdez I will present your
le-ters to him and I am sure that, as in the past, your district
will receive its full share of the appropriation,

3. It is not on account of lack of desire on our part
that the roads you mention have not been tuilt dut the fact that
they have not been built is due solely to the fact that appropria-
tions have not been available for the necessary work, It is fully
realized that the development of the country depends mainly on
good wagon roads, and you can be assured that we will do everything
in our power to do the best we can with the funds on hand,

4, Thanking you for your letter setting forth in a logical
way the most urgent needs o! your territory, and assuring you that
the subject will be taken up with Colonel Richardson as soon as
he returns to Valdez, I am

Very sincerely yours,
DA

(i;%ié6%%¢LxA%«c4H¢yi:;;r lﬁ
DA AN

¥ajor, Infant
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ANTONIO POLET, Peesident CARL J. LOMEN, Secretary
E. W. CARLETON, Vice-President R. J. DOWNING, Treasures

NOME-SEWARD PENINSULA
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

NOME. ALaska, March.21,1916 o1

To The Alaska Road Commission.
Valdéz, Alaska.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: QUARTZ:
Antonio Polet. A, J.. Mueller.
E. W. Carleton. Martin Strand.
gafj J. Lomen. Gentlemen: - DREvlgghig-pm
4 A Bachetder. We the Nome-Seward Peninsula C. E. Kimball.
W. J. Rowe. Dr. A. N. Kittilgen.
C. E. Darling. Chamber of Commerce,representing the Pk

Judge J. F. Hobbes.

Andy Anderson.

F. M. Ayer.
— P 3 NEW INDUSTRIES:
COMMITTEES: people of Seward feninsula,do earnestly Ralph Lomen.
FINANCE: £it n ble body t . H. 5. Riley.
y etition your honorable DbO 0 give . Lehmann,
J. V. Sheldon. bev J y g L.loyd Botts.

R. J- Downing.
C. E. Darling.

gregter consideration to the urgent nee

Geo. Prosser,
.  MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS:

EdE\l({:‘I:I‘?;' J. W, Segers.rom,
MEMB : . . Dr. J. L. Wesley.
F. M. Kiesele. of Seward Peninsula and the Second Div- Robt. James.
.:i Klaist;n. ild L. Seidenverg.
. M. Ravenkiide. .. Meilke.
Geo. E. Lomen. ision of Alaska for more and better roads. z'a,;'f‘s"‘:','{:,,_
A. S. Kemp. PUBLICITY:
ENTERTAINMENT: - 3 Phil Ernst.
A e Roads are of vital consequence tﬁn B e,
Wm. Webb. ' Gus Lynell.
D. E. Crowley. us in the prospecting for and developmedt  Thos. A. Ross.

Henry Burgh.

Jos. McDougall.
CONVENTIONS AND

F. M. Ayer. .
VAILS AND TELEGRapH: | Of mines because without good roads ovel  TOURISTS:
G. A. Adams. Geo. s.sMayna'r;d.
. . J. A. Swartzell.
F. C. Dean. which to transport coal,oil,lumber,mach¢ F. W. Roge.
G. R. Jackson. 3 ) 3 o
e0. o

A. J. McConnell.
Thos. McGann.

inery and food,the essentials in miming

Committeeg of

ROADS: : .o
A. G. Blake. Outlying Districts.
W. J. Rowe. we cannot develop or mine the large aregs ST. MICHAEL:
Jos. Chilberg. 2 H. J. Lee
L. W, Fromm. . . . DIME
Jas. P. Daly. of low grade placers in the interior of J. B. Ross,
HARBOR AND BLIB’F; MeDonald
T M Iy . . . . ciionaid,
WiT;:}:ZAYS' the Peninsula,which as yet constitute GOLOVIN:
Dr. J. H. Mustard. , H. S. Chester.
ﬁ' s. :;(oﬁgin. our principal source of mineral wealth. con;,mf;;am,‘
. . eliogg. .
E. W. Carleton. . ) SOLOAON:
SHIPPING AND For years this Peninsula has lan- TELI:ERf"Qh"e"Y-
TREAI;I:P((:):‘{-"I;?;I;‘ION: M. R. Hirschberg.
. W, . : want of AYLOR: ’
Atfred 3 Loman. guished for want of cheaper transportatjorr ;.0\‘;. Jotmaton
P. Gervais. SHELTON:
ra M. Rank. to the interior,In the vicinity of Nome F. H. Thomas.
Phil Murphy. CANDLE:
LEGISLATIVE AND . . . } ' Hilkey Robinson.
JUDICIARY: the Commission has provided us with som¢ xorzesrE:
G. J. Lomen. Tom Berryman.
0. D. Cochran. . . DEERING:
A. Z- \Vatson. good roads,which have met all requirements A s ‘Kepner.
MINING: PLACER: KIANA: Magid
L. Stevenson, and have enabled hundreds of miners to BAR . agide.

Chas. A. Cavey.
M. O. Solberg.

holdings,

Chas. Brower. /

profitably work their



——

N
.

Without the present roads,many of theumines would be idle
tecause the cost of transportation is at once doubled or trebled
where there are no available roads,

As the Commission is no doubt well aware,this couniry I3
very largely but not all of a swampy wet character,and such as to
preclude the moving of heavy loads over it wothout first making
a proper roadbed of either corduroy,broken stone or gravel. Many
miles are almost impassable in summer yet must be crossgd in sone
manner so as to transport freight to its destination.

The lessening of the cost of'tranSportation i3 pur great
problem, All fuel either coal or oil must be transported from
sea coast to mine,for except in a few small districts,the Penin-
sula is treelsss,

Coal or oil is indispensible in mining here,either for
thawing,driving machinery and cooking. After the determination of
the gold values in Xk a placer property,the fuel costs and its
transportation are the factors which at once decide whether the
property can be mined or not,

We reiterate that it is low grade placer ground upon which
practically all our mining is at present doune,principally by dre-
dging,drifting and open cut work,and therefore the margin of profit
is very small. The operating costs especially in transportation
must be made as low as possible to enable the mining industry on
this Peninsula to thrive,

A certain amount of freight carrying is done along the
coast line by small vessels,when weather conditions permit,but
except where»mining is done on or near the coast the need of roads
for the further carriage of freight is as urgent as ever.

Storms are frequent and vessels are often delayad for days

awaiting favorable weather to nroceed of discharge carzo. This
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This militates against the wining industry especial}y when the
open season never exceeds.iZO days,

The Second Division has not received such considertation
in the distribution of the monéys received by you from the Alaska
fund and appropriations from Congress as 1t deserves,considering
its mineral resources and the part it has taken im the mining
indﬁstry of the Territory., A reference to Mr Brooks' report
(Bulletin.No0328,1908.U.S, Geological Reports) on the value of
its enormous auriferous gravel deposits will prove to you that
- they have hardly been touched and the gold production will increase
for generations to come,under modern and more extensive methods .
of mining, The forty or fifty gold dredges now operating on the
Peninsula are but the commencemeht of that method of mining.
The success of the Diesel and semi-Diesel types of engines for
furnishing power for dredging has reduced the fuel costs from
75 to 80 per ceat (pp.23 Territorial Mining Inspector's’Report
to the Governor,1915.). This great saving if it could be com-
bined with low freight rates would resulf in at least doubling
the number of dredges in the next few years,

In our judgement the most important road construction

needs at this time is a highwa& from Nome to Candle and Deering
on Kotzebue Sound,via Shelton and the Inmacﬁuk River,a distance
of approximately 185 miles. Of this there is now built 15 miles
up the Nome River valley énd 19 nmiles in the Inmachuk River valley,
of ordinary earth construction. The projected Nome-=Candle-Deering
road would tap several of the richest mining sections of the
Peninsula,situate on the Kugruk,and Inmachuk rivers,Iron Creek
and upper Nome river,as well as the coal mines on Chicago Creek

which have been supplying the miners of Candle and the Inmachuk
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sections with coal for many years. There are over fifty miles of
ground om the main Kougarok River alone that will pay for dredging
with two dredges operating in that section at present,two on the
Inmachuk,one on the Kugruk and one on Candle Creek. We have not
mentioned the numerous gold bearing tributaries of the above mentioned
streams but fthey have many which will be large nroducers under lower
cost of oneration,

The output of gold from the Cand}e-Deering districts since 1902
has exceeded $3,600,000.00. Wo one can estimate the future yield
of gold of these districts hut judging from the large areas more
or less prospected but otherwise untouched,it will be very large.

This trunk road to the Kotzebue Sound Country will be of great
service to the general public,and also to the Federal Government
2s a military and posti road to the Arctic country where enormous fields
of high grade bituminous and anthracite coal exist,in and around
Cape Lisbourne. This road would be extremely valuable ink the
future aside to its present great value to the people of Seward
Peninsula,

A road about 40 miles in lenghh is very badly needed .in the
Kougarok section,where the Commission has done practically nothingf
and this projected road which is.from Davidson's landing at Tide
water on Mary's River,near Salt Lake,to Taylor,would be the means of
assisting miners who are operating under the most difficult conditions
on the Peninsula,owing to the inaccessibility of the Xougarok country
and no roads. The freizht rate from the Landing to Taylor in Summer
is from five to ten cents a pound,depending on whether it is before
or after the rainy season sets in, Most of the miners ship in their
supplies to Davidson's Landing in summer to be hauled in winter when
the rate is from forty to fifty dollars a ton,which necessitates

orderiag supplies almost a year ahead,and in the case of the larger
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‘operators,a large in.estment of money which is ..ed up for almost a

year,
The Kougarok has produced about two millions in gold,most of

it in thellgst few years, It_has‘p:pbah;y_arla?ger“area of proven
Placer ground than in any section of Alaska,that awaits but cheaper
transportation to bevdevélopgd. Within five miles of Taylor there are

two dredges and several hydraulic plants,and numerous small outfits

. AN

in operation., )

- The road now under construction by the Commissipn along the
coast from Nome to Solomon and continuing to Council is also greatly
needed by our miners and mérchants,we sincerely hope it will bg com-
pleted at an early date, It is the connecting linkvbetween Nome the
local supply point and one of the richest mining sectidns._ Of this
road the part between Nome and Solomon, a distance of 33 miles,is the
hardest to travel and the most in need of attention. Five miles of
it is very good road,the Temaining 28 miles is either hesvy sand or
wet marshy tundra,ovef neither can any reasonable ioadS'be drawn in
swnmer,‘ . . L e . . . . - . .
A roa@»about;ten_mi}es in 1§ngthawillwbe very badly geeded from a
point on the Koyuk river to'DimQVC:eek,th;s coming summer. The Dime
Creek diggingg were digqovergd gpqutvg‘yga: ago,an@_@eve}opment has
proven that section will be a largé producer for many years to come.
The enterprise of men who go into the wilderness and by their invest-
ment in mach;pgry,apq supplieg_anﬁ»thgir labprropgnvup and develop a
new mining qoug@ry ghogld be encouraged by Federal assistance for
roads,post-office,recording office etc.

An extension of_thg“Snake River rgad is needed from a point near
Boulder Creekvpo the head of Snake River,of about 24 miles. This road
is built qnd in fair condition»from»Npme tp Boulderrabout 12 miles,

This extension would reach a well mineralized district in which

1

¢
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"there is at presen. Jsorking,one iarge gold dré4,e on Bangor Creék;
hydraulic mines on Last Chance and Gold Bottom Creeks and other
streams,besides quartz mines,one having a three stamp m;ll,and one
producing antimony mine. All the above are in full operation during
the summer months. In addition several streams have a large area

of untouched dredging ground which will regquire years to work,and
which only awaitx cheaper transportation to become producers,

There &s also reqiired a light cable foot bridge over the mouth
of Cripple River where there is no fferry installed to accomodate
foot travellers along the coast. This river is deep enough and swift
enough to be impassable for foot travellers nearly all summer,

In recapitulation our most urgent needs are,first,a trunk road
from Randkz Nome to Candle;second, the construction of a road from
Taylor to Davidson's Landing;third,the completion of the Nome-Solomon-
Council Road;fourth the construction of a road from navigable waters
on the Koyuk river;fifth,the building of an extension to the Snake
River road.

Good work has been done by your Commission considering the
amount of money alloted to this Division,but the allotment has been
niggardly compared with that given to other Divisions.

Now that the Federal Government is building a railroad from
tide water on the Pacific to Fai;banks,there should not be such
great necessity for diverting most of the funds at your disposal
for the purpose of improving the Valdez-Fairbanks road. The Terr-
itorial Legislature allotted us one fourth of the money at their
disposal for roads,and we cannot underatand why you can not do
| the same,

We hereby commend the course pursued by you in regard to

the proposed new Snake River Bridge.
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We are most sincerely Yours

NOME-SEWARD PENINSULA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

o (1

~ President,

e b e
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Dowﬁ Town Store - P. 0. BOX 134 i Up Town Store
Phone Main 104 Phone Main 62
A. POLET 12
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GROCER.
Tome Alasgka llar. 20 216
A agka Road Commizsion
Talde
Alas}a.
Fentlemen.

Thig letter may not get thers ia time for the time
0f the anoro-ortionment of The Read Funds bubt 1f it comes that
our netition and other 19u33v5 will arrive 1n Time would »Hlease
give this »oart of lLlaska a betier share than we have received
in the past.

This ssection is remailning dormant 211 areas within
reseh are being worked out we must have roads to get iato the
heart of the neninsula and on transpoisation rsst the solution
of our difiiculvies, Will you helwn us.

Our oioooged Jome-Xouzarouk-Dearing-Candle Road would
mean a galvavion for us. '

Our Iome iZeward Zeninsule Chamber of Commerce will
sndeavour to enlist all help toward geevting funds for the com-
mizeicn in order for us to have a falr share of cane.

Thanizing you in adwvance for all that vou see your way
clz2ar Go do with best wishes [ bezx Jo remaln yours ve"v Resn.




Octover 13, 1922,

Hr, Chas. Heckman,
Marshall (Fortuna Ledge),
Al aska,

My dear ir., Heckman:

lieceipt is acknowledged of your letter
of August twenty-fourth, through our Superintendent,
Chas. D. Jones, of HNome, concerning staking of trail
between Bennetts and tle Xuskokwinm,

In reply I nave to advise that contract
was let for this work sometime ago to lir, Chenas of
Akiak, in accordance with proposgals advertised last

N
summer, \\\JE;\ES
~T T

Your interest in this matter is amre-
ciated and it is hoped that you will get in touch with

our Superintendent, Mr. Jones, when he arrives at » :
Marshall on his investigation of trail conditions this -
winter on the lLower Yukon,

Very tr.ly yours,

Jas. G. Steese,
JG3:D . ) Presgident.

BRC BoY¥ 63637



